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The Summer Shift
Sarah Dibbern | Oak HIll NextGen Ministry

This is my whiteboard in my Oak Hill office. Since  
September, it’s been filled with things like lessons for  
KidsLINK and Wednesday night programming,  
Lentlympics games and who was judging each night, 
things needed for the Living Nativity, a checklist for Bible  
University, and other key reminders for my week-to-week. 
But now as our ministry schedule takes a breather before  
summer programming begins, all that remains on this 
whiteboard is a note from one of my kids and a running list 
of social media ideas. 

We don’t have to work with kids and youth to have things 
wind down and shift as June kicks off and summer begins. 
But what if we took this shift in seasons and schedules as 
an opportunity to deepen our relationship with God? We 
could commit to spending more time in God’s Word, we 
could join a small group, we could make it a habit to be in 
worship every weekend. 

In a season full of potential adventures, make the greatest 
adventure you go on this summer the one where you grow 
as a disciple of Jesus and see God in new and powerful 
ways.

• Welcome Summer! - Pastor Tom 
Pfotenhauer

• Kicking Off Summer - Joel Wetzstein
• Christ’s Presence in Celebrate 

Recovery - Pastor Tim Marshall
• H.A.G.S. - Patrick Brewer
• Follow Mission Partners - Mike 

Sabbann
• Love Our City Tour- Brad Miller
• Wakota Ridge Campus Update - 

Joel Symmank



“For since the creation of the world God’s invisible 
qualities—His eternal power and divine nature—
have been clearly seen, being understood from 

what has been made, so that people are without 
excuse.” -- Romans 1:20

As I sit down to write this article, I am mentally 
preparing for 5 days of fishing in Canada with my 
dad, brother and God father. For years our two 
families have spent countless days in the Canadian 
wilderness chasing after Lake Trout and Northern 
Pike.

Years before I was born, they discovered a place 
that has become very special to our families, it has 
affectionately become known as, “The Island.” The 
island is located on a small lake in the Turtle River 
Provincial Area near Atikokan Canada. For years our 
families have jumped into a float plane and flown 
back to this beautiful piece of creation where we 
would camp, fish, and recharge.

There are many things that I love about the island, 
but my two favorite things are that cell phones 
don’t work there, and, in my lifetime, I have never 
seen another human being. Instead, it is filled 
with beautiful water, wildlife, and the occasional 
mosquito and black fly.

For me, this place is a sanctuary of rest and 
connection with God. I love the words of Paul in 
Romans 1 where he declares how the visible creation 
so clearly proclaims the invisible qualities of God’s 

power and majesty. In our busy, always connected 
world, when is the last time you slowed down even 
for a moment, and allowed the vastness of God’s 
creation to remind you of how amazing He is?

As the weather warms up, get out in nature. Take a 
walk, go explore a State park, spend some time on a 
lake (we have a few of them around us). As you do, 
take a moment and put away your phone, slow your 
mind and breathe in the invisible qualities of God 
that His creation so beautifully displays!

This will be a different trip for us; we will not be going 
to the island, but to a lake just a few miles north 
that has a cabin. 😊 It will be different but, the same 
God who created an island at the foundation of the 
world has more wonders to show me as He reveals 
how wonderful He is!

Following Jesus,
Pastor Tom, Senior Pastor

Welcome Summer!

Celebrating Special Friendships
Sara Mulso | Director of Preschool & Kindergarten 

Schools may be out for the summer -but the learning can still  
continue! One of the most common reasons we hear that parents 
desire preschool for their child is the opportunity to play and make 
friends. Social skills are critical for all of us and we do learn these 
early on.  
As you go into the summer, it may seem like extra work to set-up 
play dates with other families, but the benefits to your child are  
significant! They are continuing to work on social skills, problem  
solving, teamwork, communication and much more. It’s also a good 
experience to practice these in different settings.  
While being connected to familiar friends is important, you may also 
find that children enjoy intergenerational playdates where they can 
learn something new from another adult. It’s exciting for children to 
learn something new and have experiences which you may be less 
likely to do with them.  



My family and I have lived in Min-
nesota for almost 4 years now. In 
the grand scheme of things, it’s 
not a very long time… but we have 
been here long enough to know 
that “the summers are the rea-
son we live here!”  About 2 weeks 
ago we started hearing it again 
around our cul de sac… “This is 
why we live here!” people exclaim 
as the weather begins to warm 
up and the grass begins to show 
signs of coming out of hiberna-
tion. People around here talk as if 
there is no other reason we would 
ever even dream of enduring the 
other 360 days of the year. (That’s 
a joke.)

As we approach summer, our kids 
have their minds on a break from 
school. Those that are graduating 
are looking ahead to starting col-
lege or kicking off their careers!  
Families are looking forward to 
new vacation adventures and 
more time on the river. Family re-
unions are on the horizon. It’s a 
good time.

At Woodbury Lutheran Church, 
the last several summers have 
been filled with lots of new ad-
ventures. Our first summer during 
the COVID Pandemic required 
some innovation in order for us to 
“not give up meeting together” - 
and so we landed on our outdoor 
parking lot services complete 
with FM Stereo broadcasts. That’s 

also the year that we started our 
outdoor worship services at the 
Afton Land which evolved, then, 
into our Summer Night Out series. 
Last summer brought a merger 
and the “Soft Launch” of our Wa-
kota Ridge Campus. 

This year we will kick off the sum-
mer on the weekend of June 25-
26 with a weekend packed with 
fun and fellowship. On Saturday 
night, June 25 from 5-8pm we will 
gather together on our Afton Land 
for “A Summer Night Out” that 
will feature Live Music & Dancing, 
Bouncy Houses, Petting Zoo, Car 
Show, Free Food! It’s looking like 
it will be the best one yet! Bring 
your friends for a great summer 
night out!

Then, after a great time together 
on Saturday night, we’ll gather 
again for an all-campus outdoor 
worship service on Sunday morn-
ing, June 26 @ 9:30am for a time 
of worship, communion and the 
final message, “Ignore Your Com-
munity” of our series, 7 Easy Ways 
To Derail The Church. We will fin-
ish our series by bringing our fel-
lowship and our time of worship 
to an outdoor community event! 

As we kick off the summer this 
year, we look forward to seeing 
you there!

Info.woodburylutheran.org

Kicking Off 
Summer!
Joel Wetzstein | Director of Worship

http://Info.woodburylutheran.org


“I don’t really understand myself, for I want to do 
what is right, but I don’t do it. Instead, I do what I 

hate.” -- Romans 7:15

With June comes the start of summer, which means 
vacations, trips up north to the cabin, summer 
sports, and a host of other things that happen during 
summer. Schools take a break, Sunday School takes 
a break, and yes, even church attendance lags a bit 
during the summer. What a blessing it is to have the 
online service, so that even when people are out of 
town, many still can worship with us in this fashion.  

Even though many things slow down or take a break 
during the summer, one group that never takes a 
break is a ministry at Woodbury Lutheran called 
Celebrate Recovery (CR). 51 out of 52 Thursdays 
(they only miss on Thanksgiving Day) CR gathers to 
show God’s love for people who are struggling with 
hurt, pain, addiction, or anything else that has more 
control in their lives than is healthy. Some of the 
challenges you may face include anger, addictions 
of many kinds, codependency, abuse, and many 
other issues people face today. CR is a 12 step 
Christ-centered program, rooted in the scriptures, 
and offers freedom through God’s promises. The 
evening begins with fellowship, moves on to a time 
of worship, followed by a large group meeting and 
concludes with smaller groups meeting around 
more specific hurts, habits or hang-ups.  

If you are tired of falling into the same sinful habits 
and routines, things you would like to stop doing 
but can’t seem to make it happen, CR is there for 
you every week. It can be frustrating to fall into sin 
repeatedly, and CR, with its emphasis on the power 
of Christ’s presence and the Holy Spirit working 
through His Word can help you overcome it all.  

Recently, I visited with a member who was 
struggling with many different things going on in 
their life. There were a lot of dysfunctions, and they 
were looking for a reprieve from all the challenges 
they were facing. In fact, they had come to a point 
where their life was falling apart. CR was a place 
that brought hope where things seemed hopeless.  I 
continue to see this person on Thursday evenings at 
CR, having had their life, which was out of control, 
restored to them through the redeeming work of the 
Lord and the faithful servants who lead CR.  

If you would like to know more about CR, please feel 
free to reach out to me and I would love to introduce 
you to the CR family. Take a break from the things 
that are controlling your life (things you don’t want 
to control you) and let CR help bring restoration to 
you.

Peace and Joy in Christ,
Pastor Tim Marshall

Christ’s Presence in Celebrate Recovery 

Diana Vander Pas | Director of Adult Ministry 

Summer may mean vacations, backyard firepits, barbe-
ques, fishing, hikes, golf, beach, festivals, and all sorts of 
outdoor activities. It may also mean a different rhythm of 
gathering with your adult small group. But don’t take the 
whole summer “off” from being together. Instead, look 
for ways to gather in the activities that you are already 
doing! Planning a 4th of July celebration with extended 
family? Invite your small group too and introduce every-
one. Spending weekends at the cabin? Invite your small 
group up one weekend. Enjoy summer walks, golf, or 
fishing? Bring a small group friend or two with you. Look 
to have at least one gathering a month even if not ev-

eryone can attend. These unstructured times help us to 
grow in real relationship with one another. Plan a date on 
the calendar for fall when the group will resume regular 
gathering times. Enjoy the things that MN summer brings 
and enjoy them together with your faith family. Think out-
side the meeting for the summer and stay connected!     

Think Outside for Summer and Stay Connected!



Patrick Brewer | Director of High School Youth Ministry 

I’ve lived in Minnesota for almost 10 years now and I’m sur-
prised that I’m still surprised at just how fast Spring evap-
orates here. I’d suspect that the months of April and May 
don’t exist at all if I weren’t completely exhausted from the 
flurry of events that they contained. I’m guessing your cal-
endar was similarly full this Spring, and I’m certain of it if you 
live in a house with young people.  
For our family the things that filled the pages of our calendar 
were mostly good. We chose them and we’d choose them 
again if we had the chance, but they’ve also worn us thin. 
They’ve left us longing for a break, a deep breath, a chance 
to recharge. If your heart is nodding along as you read that, 
I’d encourage you to pay attention to that stirring and honor 
it. Thankfully summer often provides a chance to pursue that 
needed recharge and boy do Minnesotans do that!
Minnesotans revere Summer more than any place I’ve ever 
lived. This is an entirely different state between the last day 
of school and the last day of the fair. This unparalleled pur-
suit of R&R is well deserved after roughly 9 months of Winter, 
and honestly, it’s spiritually important as well. 
Most of us are bad at it, but God designed us to rest.  It’s not 
just good advice, it’s an essential element of who He made 
us to be.  So, savor those backyard bonfires, trips up north, 
days on the water, and take a few Fridays off to recharge 
your batteries.  As you step into the salve of summer, I’d en-
courage you to carry these thoughts from scripture: 
God intentionally designed the gifts of summer for you to en-
joy! (James 1:17)  
• Jesus invites us to come to Him when we’re worn out because 

he gives what the world can’t…. true rest.  (Matthew 11:28, 
John 14:27)

• Keep pursuing the good of connecting with Jesus and others 
in all seasons.  (Galatians 6:9, Hebrews 10:25)

I wish you and your family the same sentiment that I wrote in 
numerous middle school yearbooks back in the day: H.A.G.S. 
It stands for “Have A Great Summer” and it was about all the 
eloquence that an awkward 12-year-old me could muster. 
However, it’s offered here with more sincerity and purpose. 
I hope you truly drink in the joys of this summer, and your 
schedule and weekly rhythm pivot toward true rest and con-
nection. Look for those ways that you and your family can 
connect with Jesus and other believers this season and revel 
in the rest and growth that they provide!  
  

Summer Youth Ministry at WLC provides great opportunities 
for students to connect and recharge in new ways too.  Sum-
mer Bible Study makes room to explore scripture.  Summer 
Stretch, Mission Trips, and the National Youth Gathering offer 
opportunities to explore and live out our faith in community. 
Fellowship make space for new connections between stu-
dents and leaders to develop. We’d love to see your young 
people at these events! Visit WLCYouth.org for more info! 

H.A.G.S.

Kids Summer Worship 
Connction
Nancy Schubbe | Director of Kids Ministry 

We’re all so happy to see the warmer 
weather finally show up! As we all plan 
for vacations, and trips to the cabin,  
we would love for you to still stay  
connected. If you’re traveling, watch 
our services online. We’ll even pro-
vide something special for the kids -  
WLCKids Online.

When you’re in town, join us on those 
Sundays too. Starting June 5th, we’ll  
offer Summer Spark for families  
worshipping with younger kids.  
Summer Spark kids remain in worship 
for the first part of the service, and then 
before the sermon they’ll be dismissed 
to go to Summer Spark. This is perfect 
for your preschool age kids. 

For your older kids, here are some  
worship quick tips for a successful 
morning! 
• Visit the restroom before coming to 

worship.
• Make use of the Worship Activity 

Bulletins located as you enter the 
main doors. Pro tip: Save this to use 
during the sermon!

• Engage with your kids during  
worship. Ask them to sit and stand, 
sing the worship songs, and pray 
the Lord’s Prayer. 

We love having kids in worship at  
Woodbury Lutheran! See you this  
summer!

http://WLCYouth.org


Mike Sabbann | Reach Coordinator 

WLC embarked on its FOLLOW 
initiative this year. Thanks to your 
generosity, one exciting aspect of 
following Jesus on His mission is 
expanding our Missional Reach. Our 
church is doing that both Locally 
and Globally. At Summer Night Out 
(Saturday 6/25, 5-8 pm) and our 
outdoor worship (Sunday 6/26, 9:30 
am) we will feature our three Local 
Reach opportunities with prominent 
displays. Be sure to stop by each of 
these to learn what WLC is doing and 
how YOU can help!

These are the opportunities we’ll 
feature:
1. Welcome and love refugees and 

immigrants practically, socially, 
and spiritually. Arrive Ministries 
is our partner in this. WLC has 
2 teams (8-12 people) that are 
currently matched up with a 
local refugee family. Our goal is 
to show the love of Jesus to these 
new arrivals, so that one day they 
may understand it’s our hope in 
Him that drives us to welcome 
and love our neighbors.

2. Minister to the chronically 
homeless in the Twin Cities area, 
providing shelter, while meeting 
relational and social needs. 
We partner with Settled in this, 
and will build a Tiny Home later 
this summer in our Valley Creek 
campus parking lot! That home 
will be moved to the settlement 

in St. Paul to house one of our 
“unresourced” brothers or sisters.

3. Provide meals for at-risk children 
at Highwood Hills Elementary 
School, just 3 miles from our Valley 
Creek campus. Our desire is to 
expand the number of children 
we serve in additional schools in 
our community, as we continue 
to bless families experiencing 
hunger.

Come explore how you could jump 
in and be part of loving people with 
actions and words! 

Beyond these local partnerships, in 
the broader world, our missional 
reach through Follow is somewhat 
similar: We will Follow Jesus globally 
by focusing on those who have yet to 
hear Jesus’ invitation to Follow Him, 
working with oppressed peoples to 
develop communities, and feeding 
the hungry. 
Through Follow three of our global 
ministries complement the local 
efforts listed above:
• We provide Christian video 

and technical resources to 
unreached people in southeast 
Asia, translating the Gospel in 
their languages. We work with 
Project Video in this and have 
partnered with them for 9 years.

• We help vulnerable and 
exploited women (prostitution, 
trafficking) in Quito, Ecuador find 
God’s mercy and restoration. Our 

partner is End Slavery Ministries 
Ecuador (ESME), which is led by 
WLC’s sent missionary Hannah 
Zook.

• We provide food for at-risk 
children around the world by 
packing meals with Feed My 
Starving Children. Our church 
will be holding a MobilePack 
event November 17-19 this year! 
Watch for how you can help.

It’s only through your generosity that 
our church can embark on Follow and 
impact the thousands of lives that 
we do. Thank-you for getting involved 
and being part of the impact! Please 
contact Mike Sabbann (SabbannM@
woodburylutheran.org) If you have 
questions or want more information 
about our missional reach.

Follow Mission Partners

mailto:SabbannM%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
mailto:SabbannM%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=


Love Our City Tour
Come listen and learn! A disciple is a learner! 
South Minneapolis urban (Immersion) Tour with 
City Vision
• 12 noon to 7pm
• Meet at the Valley Creek Campus 
• We’ll hop on a bus together with our first stop 

being Trinity First Lutheran.
• We’ll tour South Minneapolis, learning about the 

most diverse neighborhood in the US.
• Our guide will help us learn about the city, 

engaging in a conversation, stopping to walk 
through global markets and process new 
perspectives on about people groups and the 
assets and challenges of the City. 

• We’ll hear about God’s heart and have times of 
focused prayer.

• Our tour will return to Trinity First for an ethnic 
meal from the neighborhood and hear stories 
from people who live there.

• As we bus back to Woodbury, we’ll have a 
opportunity to process our day and consider, 
as disciples of Jesus, how God would have us 
respond. 

• Cost: $30 Suggested donation (includes bus 
tour and dinner)

• Deadline to register is Sunday, June 5
• Contact Brad Miller with questions, etc: millerb@

woodburylutheran.org

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• Registration link: https://woodburylutheran.

ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/453/responses/
new

June 11, Noon-7pm

Meet Our Missionaries
Brian & Barbara are long-term missionaries whom 
WLC supports in a very sensitive part of the world. 
So sensitive we can’t use their last name or mention 
their location.
Join us for a free lunch presentation to learn more 
about the exciting ways they work with Muslim peo-
ple who face severe religious restrictions. 
• When: Sunday, June 12, 11:45 am
• Where: Fireside Room, Valley Creek campus
• What: Missionary presentation - working with a 

“people group” who are cut off from the Gospel
Let’s praise Jesus the King for His work through our 
missionaries. Please let Mike Sabbann know if you’ll 
be joining the lunch. (SabbannM@woodburylu-
theran.org)

mailto:millerb%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
mailto:millerb%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
https://woodburylutheran.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/453/responses/new
https://woodburylutheran.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/453/responses/new
https://woodburylutheran.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/453/responses/new
mailto:SabbannM%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
mailto:SabbannM%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=


Joel Symmank | Director of Ministries

It was one year ago, June 6, 2021, that the first 
worship service of the merged Concordia and 
Woodbury Lutheran Churches was held. The new 
campus didn’t have a name yet, refresh and remodel 
work was ongoing, we didn’t really know each other 
yet, and we didn’t know exactly what God had in 
store for us. But there was joy, and excitement, and 
a sense that God was up to something new in that 
place.

More than just a sense that He was up to something, 
there was a deep trust that God had been at work 
on this merger long before we were even aware of 
it. It became evident that He had a plan to continue 
the legacy Concordia had built on the corner of 5th 
and Douglas for 70 years, but with new faces, and a 
renewed sense of mission and calling.

Fast forward one year and there’s still a sense of joy 
and excitement every Sunday. And more and more 
we can see what God is up to at Wakota Ridge. Here 
are a few highlights just over the past few months:
• We celebrated our first Lent, Holy Week, and 

Easter together. Lenten suppers were held 
each Wednesday. The fellowship was beautiful, 
and the food was delicious. On Easter Sunday 
some 50 of us braved the 26-degree temps 
and gathered in the courtyard for an outdoor 
sunrise service. In three services that morning 
more than 350 people heard the good news that 
Jesus is risen indeed! The music was beautiful 
that morning, and a pancake breakfast gave us 
time to visit and celebrate the resurrection even 
more.

• During March we collected and shared nearly 
$6,000 with Neighbors Inc. a South St. Paul 

social service that helps provide food and 
essential services for the community.

• We got to help the South St. Paul Parks and 
Rec department with the community Easter egg 
hunt.

• The “Green Team” spent a couple of evenings 
landscaping, weeding, and spreading mulch in 
the courtyard and out on the Douglas-street side 
of the building. While we were working out there 
someone from the neighborhood stopped at the 
stop sign and shouted out their window, “You 
guys are doing a great job!” The neighborhood is 
noticing that something is up at Wakota Ridge!

• We’ve been able to continue to connect with 
and bless Kaposia Education Center, the school 
just down Douglas Street from the campus. 
We shared treats with the teachers for teacher 
appreciation week and we’ll be helping staff 
their fun run fundraiser.

And beyond all the doing (and that was just a bit of 
the story), we’re seeing new faces weekly: people 
from the neighborhood coming to see what’s going 
on, former members coming back to worship, and 
a deepening of the togetherness and community 
that God is building. 

As we work our way through this sermon series on 
ways to derail the church, I am finding myself so 
grateful to be a part of a church that looks to the 
future, that takes risks and that keeps the mission 
of the Gospel front and center. Woodbury Lutheran, 
and Wakota Ridge I am thankful for the way we 
allow God to lead and direct. Here’s to another year 
and many more to come on mission together!

Wakota Ridge Campus Update

NEXT: Pizza with the Pastor
What’s your NEXT Step at Woodbury Lutheran? If you’re new to WLC 
and wondering how to get connected into this church family, this is 
the perfect place to start!
4th Sunday of the Month on all campuses
• June 5 (Valley Creek Only)
• July 24
• Wakota Ridge Campus: 10:45-Noon
• Oak HIll & Valley Creek Campuses: 11:45am-1pm
Come, have some pizza, and get connected!
Find more info and register at info.woodburylutheran.org.

http://info.woodburylutheran.org


June Birthdays
1 Steve Carlson
 Jay Holthaus
 Conor Moes
 Lena Reichling
 Karin Rogotzke
 Daniel Tucker
2 Kathy Bailey-Boyd
 Marissa Eubank
 Kaitlyn Radecki
 Amanda Retica
 Taylor Siemer
 Brad Zager
3 Barb Anderson
 Jeannine Buchholz
 Julia Clark
 Alyssa Dockendorf
 Dan Doyle
 Amanda Fong
 Mariah Mattson
 Nyah Morris
 Zander Walberg
4 Samuel Baumann
 Emma Bloomquist
 Katie Christiansen
 Tom Grimm
 Jane Jechort
 Jennifer Johnson
 Michelle Kruse
 Barry Kucharski
 Brian Schouvieller
 Isabelle Spates
5 Robin Ahlquist
 Liam Aspen
 Patrice Baumann
 Grace Cavanaugh
 Lawrence Cornwell
 Dylan Hughes
 Darlene Johnson
 Robert Kilb
 Randy Larson
 Manda Leary
 Abbie Morris
 Robert Schaefer
 Megan Severson
 Troy Wenck
 Julie Williams-Wolterstorf
6 Brittany Baughman
 Rico Bohren
 Jolene Deilke
 Erik Doyle
 Ava Griffin

 Marilyn Harrold
 Mark Harstad
 Craig Kling
 Anna Krueger
 Suzanne Mortenson
 Yvonne Neils
 Stephanie Pfotenhauer
 Whitney Seltz
 Ashley Shugg
7 Bonnie Brings
 McKenzie DuFresne
 Wayne Hoffbeck
 Natalie Taraldsen
8 Nick Dale
 Kirk Eastenson
 Ronald Faust
 Jim Fischer
 Jennifer Jankiewicz
 Ron Linden
 Michael McDaniels
 Jack Schuldt
 Todd Watanabe
 Maggie Wilson
 Noah Zilge
9 Ryan Albrecht
 Beckett Anderson
 Maria Ann Armstrong
 Leah Bohren
 Rylan Gentry
 Amy Larson
 Sinsie Macrae
 Debra Murphy
 Nona Pearl
 Matt Schmitt
 Mike Zabilla
10 Anna Albrecht
 Wyatt Aspen
 Kim Duis
 Allie Jackson
 Addilyn Johnson
 Luke Lehmann
 Nathan Rasmussen
 Julie Schuessler
 Jordan Southward
 Juanita Vaaler
11 Colt Conley
 Kayla Glatzmaier
 Maxwell Huonder
 Sarah Jeatran
 Cindy Johnson
 Chike Ochiagha

12 Cindy Charlson
 Kathy Chell
 Dave Howard
 Abbie Marshall
 Hannah Marshall
 Dwayne Morris
 Amber Tacheny
 Carter Trachy
 Emily Weber
 Joel Yonkovich
13 Arlene Bartley
 Alyssa Bradshaw
 Jodi Burger
 Jayci Goetz
 Meg Hruby
 Cheri Kuseske
 Jim Pate
 Rob Strange
 John Stutelberg
14 Gabriel Barabash
 Lily Butler
 Jay Deverell
 Linda Erickson
 Grant Horn
 Cameron Jamison
 Lily Murphy
 Eloise Schmidt
15 Tristan Anderson
 Israel Carmona
 Rachel Dopson
 Amelia Dunavan
 George Faschingbauer
 Grayson Graham
 Ben Griffin
 Vincent Johnston
 Pat Neutz
 Gwen Riegel
 Jenelle Rodemeyer
 Linda Mack Schindeldecker
 Maureen Stoffel 
16 Aliyah Clauson
 Dale Critchley
 William Gannon
 Chris Ginkel
 LuAnn Goertzen
 Devin Hartwig
 Judy Hewitt
 Madilynn Meek
 Joy Nassios
 Molly Schulze
 Blake Score

 Easton Sonn
17 Benjamin Bauman
 Lincoln Burrows
 Jax Erickson
 John Norring, III
 Jeremiah Rygh 
 Penelope Schmidt
 Camden Steffel
 Linda Stolper
 Heidi Strenke
 Barry Thompson
 Alex Tveit
18 Sarah Cartier
 Tristan Chavie
 Kris Kiltie
 Mary Landgrebe
 Rico Lopez
 Nathan McDonald
 Hannah Meinke
 Natalie Munn
 Joy Ostrom
 Liz Perryman
 Mason Shugg
19 Doug Boehme
 Roger Erickson
 Byrnina Isakson
 Michelle Otis
 Blake Nelson
 Sharon Neubrand
20 Bruce Kato
 Sherrie Kinmounth
 Kirk Nesvig 
 Judith Poss
 Nicole Raebel
 Rick Zager
21 Amie Butler
 Karla Edwards
 Austin Hanisch
 Shelby Houfer
 Angela Johnson
 Lester Lange
 Bonnie Merle
 Emma Rosen
 Jenna Sauro
 Jenna Voyda
22 Carli Bauman
 Diego Carmona
 Spencer Connolly
 Jason Cowles
 Robert Cowley
 Aaron Drevlow

 Tony Hayek
 Tenley Knutson
 Castity Matysik
 Benjamin Mertens
 Jane Rose
 Bruce Strong
23 Albin Abraham
 Noah Anderson
 Jane Bettmann
 Ella Bohren
 Leonard Dahlin
 Everett Everson
 Nancy Feuerherm
 Scott Groth
 Trevor Jeske
 Lorreen Mohlenhoff
 Jamie Pearson
 Stephen Rodemeyer
 Larry Schindeldecker
 Rob Starzynski
 Misty Thompson
24 Kaylee Barber
 Jill Christopherson
 Katy Critchley
 Brian Delaney
 Zoe Kost
 Paul Kuehnast
 Brooklyn Rothstein
25 Evelyn Bramer
 Jimmy Bystrzycki
 Jeremy Dailey
 Kevin Helander
 Bexley Jagger
 Heather Johnson
 Doug Kapernick
 Presley Kolodzek
 Christa Kraft
 David Nelson
 June Osborne
 Dan Reichling
26  Kennedy Brittain
 Heidi Crist
 McLain Cronin
 Kristen Jung
 Norris Luogon
 Elena Srep
 Jimmy Stoffel
27 Kamren Beard
 Wells Charlson
 Jennifer Edwards
 Gabrielle Field

 Brad Fong
 Sadie Haga
 Sam Horner
 Mary Karrow
 Ryan Kehl
 Francina Lelei
 Matthew Mergens
 Syndney Nassios
 Garrett Schmidt
 Carol Tourville
 Leticia Vilas
 Henry Wolsky
 Dennis Wolterstorff
28 Carolyn Fernandez
 Averee Kreutzfeldt
 Tim Marshall
 Becky Martini
 Jeffrey McNally
 Renee Murphy
 Scott Ostrom
 Tobias Palmer
 Michael Parker
 Melanie Penaloza
 Jim Rauschnot
 Annette Starr
 Geraldine Swanson
29 Evelyn Boser
 Dawn Butina
 Darlene Carlson
 Derek Hafner
 Howard Ingli
 Elizabeth Melin
 Mary Murray-Medin
 Lucy Ngu’e
 Nathan Smith
30 Theresa Baranick
 Aleesha Berkman
 Jenny Brewer
 Everleigh Brocker
 Elton Cunningham
 Steve Erban
 Lorraine Grohoski
 Aiden Harris
 Laverne Krummel
 Luke Moris
 Katie Schoenberger
 Ross Smith
 Duane Tessmer
 Lydia Wilk

June Anniversaries
1 Karl & Katie Christiansen
 Ernie & Lisa Ginn
 Troy & Melani Hanisch
 Tom & Cheri Kuseske
 Corey & Brenda Ratzloff
 Tom & Mary Zarnke
2 Lowell & Susan Ackerman
 Jay & Donna Ignaszewski
3 Robert & Kelly Bass
 John & Emily Bystrzycki
 Cary & Cindy Charlson
 Scott & Kirsten Daniels
 Wayne & Cindy Hoffbeck
 Ken & Maureen Nelson
 Steve & Donna Retter
 Casey & Michele Zilka
4 Mason & Abi Naffziger
 Tom & Juanita Vaaler
5 Ross & LuAnn Goertzen
 Timothy & Sunny Marshall
 Chris & Vanessa McClure
 John & Diana Wutke
6 Dale Bjorkman & Beth Kothe
 Tim & Krista Huska
 Dan & Sarah Peterson
7 Justin & Amy Graham
 Gary & Lorraine Grohoski
 Robert & Gail Kamrath
 Tim & Gayla Pleggenkuhle
 Larry Schindeldecker & Linda  
  Mack Schindeldecker

8 Bob & Katie Benson, Jr.
 Moti Yohannes Gemechu & Hawi  
  Geleta
 Bil & Peggy Lund
 Andy & Jane Ogren
9 Steve & Karen Dopson
 Evan & Emily Fisher-Damsgard
 Kyle & Hannah Meinke
 Brent & Rebecca Meissner
 Len & Pat Neutz
 Roger & Marcia Strharsky
10 Milan & Meg Hruby
 Scott & Jennifer Reinhard
 Bert & Cindy Schmitt
11 Pat & Julie Duffy
 Keith & Bev Esala
 Brian & Teeghan Herian
 Del & Carolyn Howard
 Paul & Merlene Lieder
 Doug & Nancy Kapernick
 Horst & Christa Kraft
 Pastor Jon & Cassie Kuehne
 Chuck & Joycelyn McDonald
 Daniel & Shari Todd
 Anthony & Barbara Vik
12 Dale & Renee Schneider
 Chris & Michelle Schwake
13 Steve & Robin Knutson
 Ken & Dorothy Olson
14  Lawrence & Gayle Cornwell
 Jason & Angela Cowles

 Daniel Johnson & Andrea
  Hitzemann-Johnson
 Tim & Lisa Reberg
 Mark & Wendy Sikorski
 Rob & Tara Wilkie
15 Gene & Marcie Anderson
 Mike & Nicole Rosin
16 Ted & Karen Bolles
 Robert & Madella Bous
 Brandon & Jennifer Conway
 Edward & Anna Hemmelman
 James & Karen Hillmann
 Lance & Amy Huebner
 Bob & Sharon Wuggazer
17  Jeff & Angie Crane
 John & Sydney Horner
 Gary & Carol Tourville
18 Brad & Amanda Durow
 Paul & Susan Gerver
 Dan & Lisa Parvey
 Tim & Sharon Wolfgram 
19 Wade & Kristin Amundson
 Craig & Ann Baumann
 John & Jane Cavanaugh
 Scott & Tanya McNally
 Michael & Diane Mergens
 Loren & LaRee Opdahl
 Paul & Erin Reberg
 Brian & Kim Stakston
20 Brian & Jeanne Carlson
 Kevin & Carol Doyle

 Steve & Karen Grovender 
 Francis & Maryllis Oehlke
 Jerry & Jeannette Schmidt
 Len & Carol Score
 Ron & Mavis Shriver
21 Keith & Fanny Daniels
 Dean & Lauren Danner
 Pastor Paul & Rhoda Pfotenhauer
 Richard & Karen Wachal
 Dennis & Julie Wolterstorff
22  Rick & Terri Albrecht
 Madison & Deanna Bieniek
 Robert & Lois Carlson
 Brent & Corinne Clifford
 Don & Shirley Volbrecht
23 Brian & Theresa Ingram
 Jacob & Sarah Jeatran
 Larry & Linda Wilford
24 Jordan & Kayla Berg
 Dan & Angie Moris
 Todd & Sheila Olson
25 George & Jennifer Achterling
 Dale & Teresa Critchley
 Robert & Pat Durfee
 Lee & Jan Miller
26 Peter & Sandi Bloomquist
 Roger & Janet Erickson
 Gerald & Ursula Palesh
 Rick & Linda Pieper
 Robert & Lisa Schaefer
 Joe & Shanessa Schlattman

 Charlie & Kris Wesser
27 Greg & Donna Carlson
 Chad & Denise Erickson
 Troy & Cathy Goetz
 Ray & Bonnie Merle
 Ray & Bobbi Nibbe
 Troy & Jennifer Wenck
 Tahua Yu & Jenhua Juan
28 Christopher & Karla Edwards
 Brian & Mindy Follett
 Josh & Chastity Matysik
 Ron & Carri McGuire
 Doug & Jessica McMahon
 Jerry & Paula Morton
 Alex & Melinda Schreiner
 Tom & Julie Wolfgram
29 Paul & Sue Dale
 Jacob & Ellyn Holum
 Joe & Jennifer Jankiewicz
 Marc & Daria Turner
 Parris & Lisa Vitela
30 Richard & Mary Betts
 Gary & Arlene Halleen
 Bob & Gay Wolf



Worship Baptisms

Deaths

Marriages

Woodbury Lutheran Church - Council Meeting
Tuesday, May 17, 2022 
6:30-8:30am

Meeting Highlights
Ministry Plan Update:
We talked through all the good things that we have seen in 2022 
related to our ministry plan and then spent some time looking 
at where we have opportunities. We continue to wrestle with the 
place of online worship, and how we can best use that tool to 
connect and engage people with WLC.

Synod Update:
On Monday, May 16th Pastor Tom, Ben Kehl, Ann Bauman and 
Wade Amundson met with our District President Lucas Woodford 
about the decision to not place a Vicar at WLC. It was a very 
collegial conversation where he laid out his reasoning and gave 
us time to ask questions and express our frustration and hurt. 
In the weeks ahead we will continue conversation around the 
theological implications of “on-line” communion.

Staff Structure:
We spent some time looking at our current Org Chart and had 
good conversation about future staffing needs as well as our 
current staff situation. The Council will charter a Ministry Action 
Team to develop recommendations around our future staffing 
plan.

Meeting Highlights
Call to Order & Quorum Determination
Devotions/Prayer
Consent Agenda
• April Meeting Minutes
• April Financial Report
Discussion Topics
• Discuss Ministry Plan
• Discuss Synod Situation
• Discuss WLC Organizational 

Structure
Informational Topics
• None
• 
Closing Prayer
Adjourn

In order to continue to grow in our communication to the congregation, 
each month we will share an update from the previous month’s Council 
meeting. Full minutes can be found here after the 10th of each month.

Church Council Update
Month

Online
Saturdays @ 5:00pm
Sundays @ 8:00, 9:30, 11:00am 
Youtube OnDemand

In-Person
Sundays @ 9:00 (OH, WR & VC)
Sundays @ 10:30am (OH & VC)

Please visit our website for up- 
to-date worship information. 
woodburylutheran.org

James Allen Graen
Finnick Allister Bogert
Gloria Clair Pillman
Zayah Lynn Ochiagha
Maverick Lee Elverum
Ethan Sigstad
Aviana Catherine Lambrides
Hunter James Allan
Harper Jane Allan
Hayden Jo Allan

Ashley Hoffbeck & Jeremy Rushing

Marjorie Breskamp, mother of Jim 
Breskamp
Diane Frisk
Sherry Mielke
Les Heggernes, father of Mike 
Heggernes

https://www.woodburylutheran.org/resources-media/newsletter/


Staying Connected

Ready to Take Your Next Step?
The WLC Connection Center is available 
to help you determine what your next 
step might be on the Discipleship PATH. 
Whether you want to explore options or 
you already know what your next step will 
be, our Connectors would love to help! 
The Connection Center staff at each of 
our campuses, is available for each wor-
ship service.  Come and say hi! 

Giving at WLC
Thank you for your ongoing generosity 
that keeps the ministries of Woodbury 
Lutheran functioning. Giving may be 
done by texting WLCGIVE to 833-808-
4447, through our website, and through 
the WLC app (iOS | GooglePlay). Checks 
may be mailed to the church office at 
7380 Afton Road, Woodbury, MN 55125.

Stock Donations
There are many different ways to donate 
time, talents, and treasures to Woodbury 
Lutheran Church. One way some 
members choose to donate is through the 
transfer or donation of stocks. If you have 
questions or would like more information 
on how to donate stock, please contact 
Trecie Horner at 651-731-3349. 

Stephen Ministers
If you are going through a difficult 
time–whether it’s losing a loved one, 
having relationship struggles, financial 
hardships or any number of challenges 
one might face–WLC has Stephen 
Ministers who would like to walk with 
you through these trying times. Contact 
Pastor Tim or Shirley Mertens for more 
information.

Monday Afternoon Women’s 
Ministry
Would you be willing to knit or crochet 
shawls, soft chemo/Neuro surgery caps 
or baby caps/afghans which would be 
given to someone who is experiencing 
a life trauma, an illness, or loss? We 
would love to have you join us on Monday 
afternoons at the Valley Creek Campus, 
or bring your completed items to us at 
the Valley Creek Campus. Call Tamara 
(651) 734-3974 or email tskarl@comcast.
net for more info on how to be connected 
with this ministry. 

Looking for more information 
to stay connected? 

Scan the 
QR code above!
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Visit woodburylutheran.org

Valley Creek Campus (V) 
7380 Afton Road 

Woodbury, MN 55125
Oak Hill Campus (O) 

9050 60th Street North 
Stillwater, MN 55082

Wakota Ridge Campus (W) 
255 W Douglas Street

South St. Paul, MN 55075

Afton Land
12122 40th Street South

Afton, MN 55001

(651) 739-5144
Visit us on the web at  

www.woodburylutheran.org

Woodbury Lutheran Church 
7380 Afton Road 
Woodbury, MN 55125
Multiplying Disciples // Transforming Lives

2 (V) Celebrate Recovery 
Thursdays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Larry Smith  
651-308-9113 

3 (V) Kitchen Band
1st & 3rd Fridays, 9:00am
Contact: Margo Garven 
651-788-1713 

4 (V) Baptism Class 
Saturday, 9:30am 
Contact: Rachel Symmank  
651-472-1975 

4 (V) Saturday Morning 
Men’s Bible Study 
Saturdays, 7:00am 
Contact: Jeff Linert 
651-387-9428 

4 (O) Men’s Bible Study 
Saturdays, 8:00am 
Contact: Pastor Dean 
651-739-5144 x331

6 (V) Monday Men’s Study 
Mondays, 10:45am 
Contact: Pastor Tim 
651-739-5144 x221

6 (V) Ladies’ Gathering 
Group 
Mondays, 1:00pm 
Contact: Shirley Mertens 
651-276-7224

11 (V) Love Our City Tour 
Saturday, 12:00pm 
Contact: Brad Miller  
651-739-5144 x209 

17 (W) Red Cross Blood Drive
Friday, 11:00am
www.redcross.org 

20-23 (V) Summer Blast
Mon-Thur, 9:30am
Contact: Nancy Schubbe 
651-739-5144 x203 

20 (V) MS Mission Trip 
Sharing
Monday, 6:00pm
Contact: Lindsey Schmidt 
651-739-5144 x219 

25 (A) Summer Night Out
Saturday, 5:00pm
Contact: Joel Wetzstein 
651-739-5144 x205

26 (A) All Campus Worship 
On the Land
Sunday, 9:30am
Contact: Joel Wetzstein 
651-739-5144 x205

30 (V) Red Cross Blood Drive
Thursday, 1:00pm
www.redcross.org

June 2022 Calendar

https://www.woodburylutheran.org/resources-media/calendar-events/calendar/
http://www.redcross.org
http://www.redcross.org

