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“She gave birth to her firstborn son….”
The other day I was at CVS with my daughter picking 
up a prescription for Stephanie. As we made our way 
into the store Peyten started in on me with wanting 
to get something. After a few minutes of persistence, 
I broke down and said that after the prescriptions 
were in hand, she could pick something small out. 
Apparently, my word was not enough, so she reached 
out her hand and made me shake on it. In her mind 
this sealed the promise.

After getting the prescription, she started to look for 
something when I noticed the line at the check out 
was very long. I informed her that we were not going 
to wait in that long line for something small and we left 
the store. Despite my best efforts to logically explain 
why we had to move on she was quick to point out that 
I was breaking my promise and that she would never 
make a deal with me as long as she was alive. Yes… 
the next day we made our way back to the store so she 
could pick something out.

Promises are great but left unfulfilled they mean 
nothing. The beauty and majesty of Christmas is that 
at its heart is fulfilled promises. Christmas is a reminder 
that God is faithful to fulfill each and everyone of His 
promises. One of my favorite promises of God is the 
promise of His presence. I love the words of Jesus in 
the last chapter of Matthew when He promises that 
He will be with us until He comes again. As Jesus 
was speaking to His disciples in the upper room, He 
promises that after Him the Holy Spirit will come to 
comfort us and lead us into all truth.

Our God is sovereign over all things and yet the promise 
of a personal God who knows the details of my life finds 

its fulfillment on Christmas, as God Himself shows up 
in the flesh. We all deal with broken promises in our 
lives, and I bet that there are some people in your lives 
who need to see that God in fact fulfills His promises, 
all of them.

My prayer for you this Christmas is that your eyes 
and heart would be opened to clearly see the fulfilled 
promises of God in the Christ child.

Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Tom

Promises Fulfilled

Financial Peace University
This opportunity is for all campuses.

FPU is the nine-lesson class that teaches you the step-
by-step plan to win with money. Get FPU, plus all the 
tools you need to make the plan work for your life, exclu-
sively inside a Ramsey+ membership.
• Sundays: 3:00-4:30pm
• Valley Creek Campus - Fireside Room
• Facilitators: Tara & Jake Dalbek and Kimberly Olson
• Starts January 15 (through March 12)
• Cost: $79 (check out all the benefits below)
• Register here: http://www.fpu.com/1156326
• The first 10 people to register get a bonus...the paper 

class manual ($20 value)
• Contact Brad Miller for more information, including 

scholarships...brad@woodburylutheran.org

http://www.fpu.com/1156326
mailto:brad%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=


Late last year our church launched 
an initiative called, “FOLLOW”. 
Our goal is to listen to the voice 
of Jesus as He says, “Follow Me”, 
and then … to follow Him!

You fulfilled that promise this 
year, Woodbury Lutheran! 

You fulfilled it most recent-
ly during our Feed My Starving 
Children MobilePack in Novem-
ber. Hundreds of you joined with 
friends, co-workers, and fam-
ily members to pack meals for 
needy kids around the world. Look 
at your results:
• Number of boxes of food: 1,152

• Total meals packed: 248,832

• Feeds 681 kids for 1 year!

Another way you followed Jesus: 
more than 60 WLC volunteers 
joined together to build a Tiny 
Home in our Valley Creek parking 
lot. From August through Octo-
ber, you served on one of three 
teams to make this happen (con-
struction, prayer, and food!) 

The home has been delivered to 
another local church site where 
it is part of a temporary “demon-

stration project” for Settled, the 
Christ-focused ministry breaking 
new ground in ministering to the 
chronically homeless.

 Thanks for how you Follow Jesus!

Woodbury 
Lutheran 
Follows Jesus!
Mike Sabbann | Reach Coordinator



Nancy Schubbe | Director of Kids Ministry 

An Excerpt from Parent Cue

Parenting could have a whole dictionary full of 
words to describe the experience. One of those 
words, no matter what phase you’re in is distracted.

• You’re distracted by all the calendar 
management.

• You’re distracted by all the work required of you 
inside and outside your home.

• You’re distracted by meal planning.

Distractions are kind of our thing as parents. We’re 
hyper-focused on giving our kids all the things they 
need to be successful, happy, and healthy. The 
distraction of doing often stands in the way of what 
matters most--our kids just want us. As we head into 
the busy holiday season, let’s not be so busy doing 
important things that we miss the most important 
thing. We can do that by…

• Putting down our phones.

• Not binging that new show.

• Sitting at the table for dinner.

This Christmas rest in the presence of Jesus and 
share that experience with your kids. The most 
valuable gift you give your kids is your presence!

What Your Kids Need Most this Christmas...

Foster and develop a deeper connection with Jesus 
through training and experience in Emmanuel 
Journaling.
• No journaling experience necessary
• Four Saturday mornings in January, beginning 

January 7th
• 10:00-11:30am
• Oak Hill Campus Sanctuary
• Led by Sandi and Brad Miller (+ other facilitators)
• More information and registration at: https://wlc.

church/event/9598974-2023-01-07-joyful-
journaling/

Joyful Journaling (All Campuses)

https://wlc.church/event/9598974-2023-01-07-joyful-journaling/
https://wlc.church/event/9598974-2023-01-07-joyful-journaling/
https://wlc.church/event/9598974-2023-01-07-joyful-journaling/


Brad Miller | Director of Discipleship & Reach 

God cares about foster kids. Here’s one way to join him!

This December, we’re partnering again with Together for 
Good and their program called BACKPACKS FOR GOOD. 

Backpacks and contents are purchased and packed by 
individuals, families, small groups or with a few friends. 

Then they’re delivered to any of our campuses, hung up on 
lobby racks, and a team of servants from WLC will take loads 
of backpacks to the Together for Good offices in St. Paul.

Pick up an informational flyer with all the details, including 
what to put in the backpacks, at the Connection Center on 
all campuses.

Drop off in December...1st through 18th

• Sunday mornings at OH, VC and WR (8am-11am)

• Monday - Friday 9am-9pm at Valley Creek

• Wednesdays: 9am-3pm at Oak Hill and Wakota Ridge

• PLEASE do NOT drop them in the church offices (wait for 
the hanging racks on December 1)

• For more information and the packing list: https://wlc.
church/event/backpacks-for-good/ 

• Contact Brad Miller with questions, etc. millerb@
woodburylutheran.org

Backpacks for Good - 
Caring for Foster Kids

Christmas Brunch
Diana Vander Pas | Multisite Director of Small 
Groups

Join Women of the Word for a Christ-
mas Potluck Brunch December 14 
and New Classes January 11!

Women of the Word is hosting a cross 
campus Christmas potluck brunch 
Wednesday, December 14 from 9:30-
11:30am in The Bridge Room on the Val-
ley Creek Campus. All women welcome! 
Feel free to bring a friend! 

Bring something yummy to share (Egg 
bake, fruit, donuts, OJ, etc.). Please 
bring any hot food already cooked, and 
ready to be served. We will have plenty 
to eat so if you are unable to bring food, 
please don’t let that stop you from at-
tending, just come! 

Wednesday Women of the Word class-
es will take a break for the holidays fol-
lowing the Christmas potluck brunch. 
New WOW Bible studies begin again 
on January 11 with studies on Genesis 
12-50, God of Covenant by Jen Wilkin, 
Colossians and Philemon by N.T. Wright 
For Everyone Bible Study Guides, and 
more! Watch for more information to 
come! 

Register for the Christmas potluck 
brunch here so we can plan accord-
ingly: https://woodburylutheran.
ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/469/
responses/new. Questions? Contact 
Diana Vander Pas at vanderpasd@
woodburylutheran. 

https://wlc.church/event/backpacks-for-good/
https://wlc.church/event/backpacks-for-good/
mailto:millerb%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
mailto:millerb%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
https://woodburylutheran.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/469/responses/new
https://woodburylutheran.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/469/responses/new
https://woodburylutheran.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/469/responses/new
mailto:vanderpasd%40woodburylutheran?subject=
mailto:vanderpasd%40woodburylutheran?subject=
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Backpacks for Good
Packing Lists, -Newborn 3T

Thank you for
to bring comfort in

purchasing and filling backpacks
to kids foster care!

*Because backpacks are given throughout the year,
please do not items or cards.include seasonal/Holiday

Scan the QR
dates or

visit Info.WLC.Church

for
drop-off
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Backpack/duffle bag | Size 4-5 underwear
Size 9-2 socks |

size

PJ’s Blanket
Book: early level readers
Shampoo (in a plastic bag)
Kid toothbrush/toothpaste
Stuffed animal
Small Toy jump
rope,

| Size 4-5T

(optional): card game,
fidget, etc.
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Backpack/duffle bag | Size 8-10 underwear
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PJ’s Blanket
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Kid toothbrush/toothpaste
Stuffed animal
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| Size 8-10
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Backpack/duffle bag | Size 10-12 underwear
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Shampoo/Conditioner + soap/bodywash
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Feminine products (optional)
Toy/game (optional)

Book: appropriate age/gender level

Adult size toothbrush/toothpaste | Deodorant

Backpack/duffle bag
Size S, M, L, or XL underwear
Size 3-9 or 6-12 socks
Size S, M, L, or XL PJ’s | Blanket/small throw

Shampoo/Conditioner + soap/bodywash
(in a plastic bag)

Backpack/duffle bag | Size underwear
Size 9-2 socks |

size

PJ’s Blanket
Book: early level readers
Shampoo (in a plastic bag)
Kid toothbrush/toothpaste
Stuffed animal
Small Toy jump
rope,

6-7
| Size 6-7

(optional):
fidget, etc.

card game,
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A
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6-
7

are*Because backpacks given throughout the year,
please do not include seasonal/Holiday items or cards.

Thank you for
in foster

purchasing and filling backpacks
to bring comfort to kids care!

Packing -Lists, Kids Teens
Backpacks for Good

Over for packing- 3TNewborn lists

Scan the QR for
drop-off dates or visit

Info.WLC.Church



Sarah Dibbern | OH Kids & Youth Minister 

My favorite Bible story is about the covenant that 
God made with Abram in Genesis 15. The first time I 
heard and internalized this story, I was in high school. 
It was a Wednesday night, and we were meeting 
at a congregation members house for an evening 
of broom ball and sledding. We were out in the 
country and Joel Symmank told us the story of God 
promising Abram that he’d have more descendants 
than there are stars in the sky. Joel told us to look up 
and we saw a sky littered with stars. He told us how 
God kept his promise for generations and how when 
Jesus came, he was the ultimate fulfillment of that 
promise. I don’t know what it was about hearing 
that story on that night and connecting the dots (or 
stars, I should say) but it changed how I looked at 
the night sky. 

One of the greatest things about youth ministry is 
that we get to take stories like the one in Genesis 15 
and make it real for the students we walk alongside. 
We get to tell students to look at the sky and be 
reminded of the promise that God will never give 
up on them. We get to show them all the things 
that had to happen for Jesus to come. Stories 
like Rehab hiding Israelites in her house, Ruth not 
letting her grief define her, David experiencing all 
the emotions, from lament to incredible joy. Each 
generation of the Old Testament has a different 
story of the promises and prophecy that would be 
fulfilled in Jesus’ birth. 

These weeks leading up to Christmas are often 
considered a season of waiting and if we’re being 
honest, waiting is the hardest part about this season 
(especially if you’re the type of person who starts 
decorating for Christmas in October). But this thing 
we’re waiting for…the coming of the Messiah that 

would make the dark light again is worth the wait. 

I want to challenge you to Spend this month looking 
for little signs of the coming Messiah. Spend 
time diving into the different promises of the Old 
Testament, working through the weekly Scripture 
Card, or being in community with other believers. 
Think through what it means to you that Jesus 
fulfilled every promise made when he came to this 
earth. Throughout this Advent season, go outside 
at night and look up at the sky. Look at the stars 
and be reminded of the ultimate promise that was 
fulfilled for you.

The Covenant of Stars

There are three opportunities to get connected to what 
God is doing around the world.

1. Jamaica (Robin’s Nest) - June 18-25
2. Quito, Ecuador-June 19-28
3. Kake Alaska - July 13-22 (may shift slightly)

Details coming in January including costs, when 
registration opens, focus of the STT,  training, etc. 

Jesus is at work all over the world and his invitation is to 
join him, and become more like him as you step out in 
faith. Why not start with prayer? Jesus, are you calling 
me to go?

Contact Brad Miller for more information on all the above. 
millerb@woodburylutheran.org

2023 Short Term Teams

mailto:millerb%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=


The Wonder of It All

Meet Miss Rachel - 
An Outstanding Early 
Educator!
Each year, Minnesota South District rec-
ognizes six different outstanding Educa-
tors and Parish Professionals -with one of 
the specific areas being Outstanding Early 
Childhood Educator.  

Rachel Orr, one of our preschool teachers 
was selected as this year’s recipient of this 
award!  

Rachel has been with the Woodbury Lu-
theran Preschool team for five years and 
during two of those, helped our program 
pivot to offer Kindergarten during COVID.  
This allowed children the opportunity to 
have a strong in-person experience in a 
faith-based program while preparing to be 
successful for first grade.  

During the nomination process, parents 
were asked to answer this statement about 
the teacher they were nominating.  “Please 
dazzle us with the exemplary way that this 
individual exhibits Christ’s love in education 
ministry.” Part of the nomination included 
this:

Mrs. Orr was an amazing example of 
what a follower of Christ is!  Teach-
ing is her ministry; I’m convinced 
God has gifted her with the love of 
teaching so she can spread the love 
of Christ to the youngest learners. 
She truly loves each student and 
cares about their spiritual growth.

Congratulations, Rachel!  We’re thankful 
that you are part of our ministry at WLP!

Sara Mulso | Director of WL Preschool

I remember some of my favorite parts of Christmas growing up.  
There was the excitement that existed with flipping through toy 
catalogs and picking out wonderful toys. I loved helping my mom 
set up our nativity set. It was stored away in a box filled with shred-
ded paper and reaching in to find each figure left me filled with 
anticipation.  

Christmas IS a time filled with wonder and excitement.  It offers us 
the promises of hope and wonderful things.  There are also other 
feelings and attitudes that exist when we consider the Christmas 
story. So many of these are not feelings that are bottled up and 
kept for just Advent but are characteristics that are important in 
our lives throughout the year.  

Gentleness – A new baby so lovingly cared for even in the harsh 
conditions of a stable. The rough feeling of the manger and the 
scratchy straw that surrounded the family didn’t prevent Mary 
from gently holding Jesus and loving him as only a mother can 
love in those first moment. Our holiday gentleness may be reflect-
ed in how we treat others such as the frantic last-minute shop-
pers or the weary retail worker.  
  
Care – Joseph. Can you imagine the panic he may have felt? He 
didn’t have access to online hotel reservations or a GPS system 
to help him find a shorter route. Looking at his situation with our 
eyes of today, we see how much love and care he had for Mary.  
He diligently pursued ways to have a safe and warm place for his 
family. How do we diligently pursue ways to care for those around 
us? When our children see that caring for others is a priority for 
us, they too adopt this attitude.
  
Wonder – To be a shepherd was to have chosen a lowly profes-
sion. They were people who lived away from others and kept to 
themselves. They were not the first to get a “snap” or a “tweet” 
-yet here they were the first recipients of an angelic proclamation.  
Their wonder at that sight of all the angels and even greater, their 
wonder at this precious baby gives us reason to see Christmas in 
amazement. We get busy!  And yet to choose to drive past differ-
ent Christmas lights on our way home or read a book by just the 
light of the tree gives children -and even us, a sense of wonder. 
 
Generosity – The innkeeper was generous in offering a place to 
stay. Later the wisemen show generosity in their gifts to Jesus.  
How is our generosity evident during this time? There are so many 
ways to give electronically, but the simple act of monetary giv-
ing such as a dollar bill in an offering plate or putting a coin in a 
Salvation Army pot, helps children see that they are giving inten-
tionally. This is an attitude that begins with coins and grows from 
there as children grow.  

The story of Christmas – it can be familiar yet to see it as the mir-
acle it was keeps us amazed! It helps us know that promises are 
wonderful -and the greatest promise from God came to earth in a 
miraculous and yet ordinary way a baby. May your Christmas be 
one filled with eyes to see others and attitudes to pass on to those 
around us. Most importantly may your Christmas be a reminder of 
the greatest promise ever made and kept true for us!



Pastor Dean Dunavan | Oak Hill Campus Pastor

As we look to all the festivities, plans, events, decorating… 
I am reminded of the beauty of being part of this body of 
believers. It would be, and is, so easy to make plans and 
execute events, but without connection, relationship, 
and friendship, what may occur is just cramming more 
into a calendar contributing to our exhaustion. 

The last couple months have been filled with baptisms, 
weddings, and funerals. Each one of these is a picture 
of Koinonia. This word is first used in the New Testament 
in Acts 2:42 describing what was happening to the 
followers of Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
the fellowship (koinonia), to the breaking of bread and 
to prayer.” These words describe a “togetherness” that is 
experienced, not simply talked about, but is the reality of 
being knit together as disciples. Discovering our identity 
in Jesus, becoming more like Him, and inviting others to 
do the same … All of this happens powerfully, together! 

Koinonia is defined as intimate spiritual communion, 
participating in spiritual community. Friends, this is us! 
As we care for one another, walking together through 
every circumstance and as we have heard for the last 
4 weeks, we are grounded in Joy. So, I invite you into the 
beautiful mess called Life Together. 

A beautiful way to see it played out is Oak Hill’s Living 
Nativity. Live animals! Shepherds, and Angels. This is 
an event for the whole family. Invite your friends, family, 
neighbors to walk through the Living Nativity leading right 
up to Mary and Joseph in the stable. Sunday December 
11th from 4 to 6pm. It will be my Joy to see you all. 

Oak Hill Campus Update

NEXT: Pizza with the Pastor
What’s your NEXT Step at Woodbury Lutheran? If you’re new to WLC 
and wondering how to get connected into this church family, this is 
the perfect place to start!
Sunday January 22nd (after services) on all campuses
• Wakota Ridge Campus: 10:30-11:45am
• Oak HIll Campus: 11:45am-1pm
• Valley Creek Campus: 11:45am-1pm
Come, have some pizza, and get connected!
Find more info and register at info.woodburylutheran.org.

WLC’s Healing Services
As we prepare to celebrate Christmas once again, 
the joy of the season is sometimes met with hard-
ship and trial as well.  Since the pandemic, we have 
not had a dedicated time of worship for our healing 
service.  That doesn’t mean this service isn’t avail-
able. 

In a healing service, members of the body of Christ 
join together, praying that God would bring healing. 
If you are facing a disease, major upcoming sur-
gery or even terminal illness and would like to have 
a healing service, please connect with Pastor Tim 
and he will work with you to arrange a service. 

http://info.woodburylutheran.org


December Birthdays
1 Kathy Coleman
 Julie Fett
 Elaina Hane
 Emelia Johnson
 Bob Kamrath
 Joe Kroohn
 Tiffany Perlt
 Madeline Taylor
 Nathaniel Zurn
2 Rachel Carr
 Cora Clifford
 Joel Feldkamp
 Alison Kurth
 Samuel Nassios
 Peter Pontius
 Alexandra Retica
3 Benjamin Beucler
 Roxy Bjornson
 Tatum Brigl
 Landon Graham
 Jordan Holmquist
 Jan Karlstrand
 Scott McNally
 Shirley Schelling
4 Raelynn Flood
 Marie Haukland
 Nicholas Haut
 Trinity Hobot
 John Horner
 Parker Krause
 Colton Vopat
5 Carlos Carmona
 Max Danner
 Jake Fischbach
 Cindy Kuhn
 Joshua Mertens
 Katie Peltier
 Ben Stakston
 Jerry Swanson
6 Ann Crist
 Laurel Hannula
 Charles Herian
 Beverly Herr
 Steve Lindeman
 Jim Tobin
7  Marcie Anderson
 Pixie Anderson
 Lucy Beane
 John Bystrzycki
 Cindy Carmona
 Matt Christopherson

 Keegan Deilke
 Travis Ginn
 Joyce Moran
 Fransico Penaloza
 Knox Richardson
 Elizabeth Sofie
 Finnley Stakston
8  Tom Danner
 Elli LeClair
 Jerry Rowe
 Scott Tuman
9 Mayonne Benson
 Kevin Esboldt
 Jennifer Hamann
 Ava Kincade
 Mary Maroney
 Katie Whitemarsh
 Mary Zarnke
10  Jennifer Achterling
 Elijah Bohren
 Jan Braun
 Benjamin Clappier
 Sally Dunn
 Carol Hadrits
 Bauer Johnson
 Evan Korsgren
 Samuel Larson
 Scott Rizzardi
 Joseph Salava
 Eric Sandrock
 Parker Theis
 Susan Wildman
11 Peg Albrecht
 Brenda Bertram
 Derek Hegna
 Diann Lindeman
 Dick Lindemeier
 Becca Hohenstein
 Guinevere Marth
 Jerry Schmidt
12  Sandi Bloomquist
 Delford Bystzycki
 Michelle Hawkinson
 Marissa Jagger
 Carter Kush
 Steve Lauderbaugh
 Christopher Londino
 Jan Lyson
 Len Neutz
 Jacky Stoddard
13 Samuel Bolles

 Lois Carlson
 Connor Charlson
 Jill Connolly
 Derek Fong
 Fiona Frost
 Joey Murphy
 Steve Retter
 Myia Schuessler
 Tom Vaaler
14  Kenna Bass
 Sue Chad
 Brandon Crist
 Katie Dailey
 Paul Grizzell
 Chris Kroohn
 Elizabeth Leis
 Jovanna Ronz
 Ariana Sauer
 Ethan Sigstad
 Freya Sinclair
 Richard Stehr
 Alexander Trujillo
 Ella Wesser
15 Wes Bolin
 Gavin Cowles
 Elise Dittmann
 Mary Emerson
 Brad Fisher
 Debbie Fleming
 Keegan Lien
 Lucy Whitemarsh
 Aliyah Xiong
16  Elaine Easley
 Betty Fockler
 Luca Johnson
 Jill Olson
 Mark Reagan
 Charlotte Sonn
 Diana Vander Pas
 Nicholas Wolsky
17  Jerry Bohrer
 Harper Casselberry
 John Jeevanandam
 Brad Johnson
 Kahleesi Lehman
 Chuck McDonald
 Dawn Radecki
 Parker Schmidt
18 Wendy Connell
 Karen Dopson
 Gavin Hall

 Brandon Kealy
 Jeff Linert
19 Steven Affield
 Brian Cartier
 Nancy Dittmer
 Steve Hall
 Donna Ignaszewski
 Layla Kennedy
 Ivy Laney
 Lucy LeMay
 Natalie Mack
 Jonah Niere
 Caden Schlattman
 Athena Stifter
 Kevin Tacheny
 Jessica Wicker
20  Dan Anderson
 Brody Cattell
 William Conway
 Vonnie Liljedahl
 Kasey Reagan
 Jason Schuldt
 Luke Symmank
21 Frederick Anderson
 Sandy Engen
 Eric Fernandez
 Sharon Fitzenberger
 Ryan Groth
 Jimmy Jensen
 Pete Olofson
 Samuel Opitz
 Axel Rogotzke
 Lisa Smith
 Tim Wolfgram
22 Wayne Franzen   
 Larry Hinkelman
 Madden Koger
 John Muse
 Kaylie Sand
 Bob Schlichenmaier
23 Gavin Graham
 Nancy Hettinger
 Tyler Kinmounth
 Michael Myers
 Janeth Nicandro
 Dan Peterson
 Micah Weideman
24  Michelle Anderson
 Anna Cartier
 Jared Goerlitz
 Oliver Herian

 Lucille Johnson
 Brian Mueller
 Evelyn Peltier
 Holly Rome
 Miki Schneider
 Debra Varin
 Ron Vogt
25 Alayiah Anderson
 Carol Doyle
 Tara Huppert
 Thomas St. Jacque 
 Marj Starner
 Shaina Strong 
 Tom Tibbetts
 Rhonda Topp
 Elliott Walther
26 Michele Atkinson  
 Mark Carlson
 Emmanuel Choragudi
 Gerald Coates 
 Maximus DeCoteau
 Rajesh Kulandesu
 Scott Larson
 Linda McCuskey
 Brent Meissner
 Hunter Parker
 Kristin Retica
 Linda Tank
 Lauren Trachy
27 Tim Buchholz
 Andrew Dolan
 Rachel Eastenson
 Julie Fisher
 Troy Hanisch
 Nathalie Hauge
 Brody Lehner
 Justin Metli
 Tina Raasch
 Karen Rheinberger
 Garrett Sabatke
 Amy Schlichenmaier
 Wendy Sikorski
28 Brooks Anderson
 Benson Berg
 Justin Gehring
 Danielle Hoel
 Midori Howard
 Cassidy Huebner
 Arline Kenow
 Steve Knutson
 Drew Lanz

 Jamie Linert-Arnold
 Dan Moris
 Dawn Osladil
 Liz Thompson
 Abner Williams
 Alliette Williams
29  Annmarie Gibbs
 Trecie Horner
 Elyse Ko
 Aiden Loeffler
 Cara Lutes
 Alicia McGuire
 Herb Morsching
 Tom Roeller
 Norah Wesser
30  Paula Dikken
 Kaitlyn Dittloff
 Harper Frechette
 Beth Heintz
 Amy Lanz
 Peter Miner
 Dean Nadasdy
 Maureen Nelson
 Jeannie Parks
 Paul Pflieger
 Lucas Pillman
31 Taelyn Albrecht  
 Mary Brandmire
 Logan Delaney
 Natalie Feldkamp
 Rick Hoffman
 Adrian Kjelshus
 Sheri Lewis
 Josiah Corredor Parker
 Peyten Pfotenhauer
 Marilyn Ruzich

December Anniversaries
1 Bradley & Amie Butler
 Weston & Kristin Johnson
2 Todd & Sheryl Breiholz
O wen & Nancy McDonagh
4 Dan Quiros & Joyce Biagini
5 Patrick & Margaret Claugherty
 Joshua & Allison Miller
6 Paul & Marlys Kuehnast
 Roger & Cheryl Olstad
 Rick & Diane Theissen
8 Marshall & Valerie Freeman
9 Tom & Sara Murphy
 Jim & Kathie Widen
11 Daniel & Lyn Foley
 Ron Vogt & Shirley Yates
13 Del & Liz Anderson
 Eldon & Sandy Engen

15 Mike & Lori Charron
17 Steve & Angie Lauderbaugh
 Todd & Jodee Watanabe
19 Keith & Susan Ogorek
 Steve & Shannon Schach
20 Larry & Judy Poss
22 Bob & Suzanne Horning
26 Marvin & Karen Heaton
27 Mike & Debbie Brocker
 Don & Janet Harrison
 Tim & Nancy Schubbe
28  Casey & Kristin Charlson
 Mike & Jan Rygh
29 Jerry & Jan Rowe
 Joel & Rachel Symmank
 John & Marna Uebler
 Robert & Jo Youngquist

30 Austin & Megan Dyck
 Steven & Yvonne Neils
31 Jerry & Jeannie Backlund
 Gerald & Kristine Bohrer
 Matthew & Julianne Gage
 Nick & Michelle Sabatke 



Worship Baptisms

Deaths

Woodbury Lutheran Church - Council Meeting
Tuesday, November 8, 2022 
6:30-8:30am

Meeting Highlights
Devotion and Prayer Time:
This is a highlight of every meeting. This month our focus was on 1 Timothy 
2 where Paul encourages us to lift up prayers for everyone including kings 
and princes. We spent time together praying for our nation, for our elected 
officials, and for the election process. 

2023 Budget Narrative:
In Follow our goal was to raise 9 million dollars over 2 years. In 2021 we had 
a significant surplus in income that we moved into long term capital and 
future multisite as a part of Follow. Our budget for 2022 is 4.3 million and 
we will be looking at around 4.4 in 2023 depending on how we finish out 
2022. The main areas of increase will be in general expenses due to inflation, 
health, and additional staff.

Staffing Ministry Action Team:
Ann Bauman brought an update from our Staff Structure MAT. After a 
thorough process they have several recommendations around the staffing 
structure and additional hires. With Joel Symmank moving out of the 
Director of Ministries role into the Campus Lead role at Wakota Ridge and 
with Mark Stutelberg shifting out of the Church Administrator role into a part 
time facilities role a large hole has been left. The Council approved a job 
description (Click Here to see the JD) for a new Executive Director role. Ann 
will bring a full report to the congregation at our January Annual Meeting.

Nominations Team:
This February three members of the Church Council will be finishing their 
terms and coming off the Council. Per our by-laws Pastor Tom (Sr. Pastor), Ann 
Baumann (Council VP), Ben Kehl (Council President) and Wade Amundson 
(Lead Elder) came to the Council with recommendations for new council 
members. The Council slate will be voted on at the January Annual Meeting.

Meeting Highlights
Call to Order & Quorum Determination
Devotions/Prayer
Consent Agenda
• October Meeting Minutes
• October Financial Report
Discussion Topics
• 2023 Budget Preview
• 2023+ Org Design Update, Executive 

Director role approval
• 2023 WLC Council Member 

Recommendations
• Review risk management and 

internal controls update

Informational Topics
• Sr. Pastor Report & October 

Dashboard
• Financial Planning Ministry Update
Closing Prayer
Adjourn

In order to continue to grow in our communication to the congregation, 
each month we will share an update from the previous month’s 
Council meeting. Full minutes can be found HERE after the 10th of 
each month.

Church Council Update
Month

Online
Saturdays @ 5:00pm
Sundays @ 8:00, 9:30, 11:00am 
Youtube OnDemand

In-Person
Sundays @ 9:00 (OH, WR & VC)
Sundays @ 10:30am (OH & VC)

Please visit our website for up- 
to-date worship information. 
woodburylutheran.org

Shep Andrew Rose
Everly Rose Young
Rory Ann Daniels
Rosemary Joy Lockwood

Mary Bannert, mother of Diane Weum
Mary Hitzemann
Cheryl Olofson
Vonnie Thomas
Bev Faust

https://wlc.church/resources/newsletter-and-council-minutes/


Staying Connected

Ready to Take Your Next Step?
The WLC Connection Center is available 
to help you determine what your next 
step might be on the Discipleship PATH. 
Whether you want to explore options or 
you already know what your next step will 
be, our Connectors would love to help! 
The Connection Center staff at each of 
our campuses is available for each wor-
ship service.  Come and say hi! 

Giving at WLC
Thank you for your ongoing generosity 
that keeps the ministries of Woodbury 
Lutheran functioning. Giving may be 
done by texting WLCGIVE to 833-808-
4447, through our website, and through 
the WLC app (iOS | GooglePlay). Checks 
may be mailed to the church office at 
7380 Afton Road, Woodbury, MN 55125.

Stock Donations
There are many different ways to donate 
time, talents, and treasures to Woodbury 
Lutheran Church. One way some 
members choose to donate is through the 
transfer or donation of stocks. If you have 
questions or would like more information 
on how to donate stock, please contact 
Trecie Horner at 651-731-3349. 

Stephen Ministers
If you are going through a difficult 
time–whether it’s losing a loved one, 
having relationship struggles, financial 
hardships or any number of challenges 
one might face–WLC has Stephen 
Ministers who would like to walk with 
you through these trying times. Contact 
Pastor Tim or Shirley Mertens for more 
information.

Monday Afternoon Women’s 
Ministry
Would you be willing to knit or crochet 
shawls, soft chemo/Neuro surgery caps 
or baby caps/afghans which would be 
given to someone who is experiencing 
a life trauma, an illness, or loss? We 
would love to have you join us on Monday 
afternoons at the Valley Creek Campus 
at 1:00pm, or bring your completed 
items to us at the Valley Creek Campus. 
Call Shirley (651) 276-7224 or email 
sungrams1@gmail.com for more info on 
how to be connected with this ministry. 

Thrivent Members!
As a service to its members Thrivent pro-
vides support through you for various 
outreach and mission events at WLC. 
Your Thrivent Action Team benefit can 
bear fruit for God’s kingdom! Please con-
tact Mike Sabbann (sabbannm@wood-
burylutheran.org) if you want to help, or 
to learn more. Thanks!

Youth Summer Mission 
Experiences
Our WLCYOUTH Summer 2023 Mission 
Experience locations were shared in 
November and posted on wlcyouth.org. 
If you have a current 6th-12th grader at 
your house, check out these opportuni-
ties. 

Pilgramage with the 
Pfotenhauers
Pastor Paul & Rhoda, and Pastor Tom & 
Stephanie Pfotenhauer are considering 
a pilgramage in October of 2023 to the 
Seven Churches recorded in Revelation.  
This was one of the Apostle Paul’s prima-

ry focuses of ministry as well as Turkey 
and the Islands. If you are interesed and 
want complete information, please con-
tact Pastor Paul at paulrhoda@comcast.
net or call 651-261-3416 or 651-707-7144.

Looking for more information 
to stay connected? 

Scan the 
QR code above!

mailto:sungrams1%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:sabbannm%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
mailto:sabbannm%40woodburylutheran.org?subject=
http://wlcyouth.org
mailto:paulrhoda%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:paulrhoda%40comcast.net?subject=
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Visit woodburylutheran.org

Valley Creek Campus (V) 
7380 Afton Road 

Woodbury, MN 55125
Oak Hill Campus (O) 

9050 60th Street North 
Stillwater, MN 55082

Wakota Ridge Campus (W) 
255 W Douglas Street

South St. Paul, MN 55075

Afton Land
12122 40th Street South

Afton, MN 55001

(651) 739-5144
Visit us on the web at  

www.woodburylutheran.org

Woodbury Lutheran Church 
7380 Afton Road 
Woodbury, MN 55125
Multiplying Disciples // Transforming Lives

1 (V) Celebrate Recovery 
Thursdays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Larry Smith  
651-308-9113 

2 (V) Kitchen Band
1st & 3rd Fridays, 9:00am
Contact: Margo Garven 
651-788-1713 

2 (V) All Campus Christmas 
Tree Lighting Night of Fun!
Friday, 7:00pm 

3 (V) Saturday Morning 
Men’s Bible Study 
Saturdays, 7:00am 
Contact: Jeff Linert 
651-387-9428 

3 (O) Men’s Bible Study 
Saturdays, 8:00am 
Contact: Pastor Dean 
651-739-5144 x331

3 (V) Baptism Class 
Saturday, 9:30am 
Contact: Rachel Symmank  
651-472-1975 

4 (O,V,W) WLC Kids 
Sundays, 9:00am 
Contact: Nancy Schubbe 
651-739-5144 x203

4 (V) WLC Kids 
Sundays, 10:30am 
Contact: Nancy Schubbe 
651-739-5144 x203

5 (V) Monday Men’s Study 
Mondays, 10:45am 
Contact: Pastor Tim 
651-739-5144 x221

5 (V) Ladies’ Gathering 
Group 
Mondays, 1:00pm 
Contact: Shirley Mertens 
651-276-7224

6 (V) WLC Choir Rehearsal 
Tuesdays, 7:00pm
Contact: Stephanie 
Pfotenhauer
561-504-5164 

7 (O) Pastoral Bible Study
Wednesdays, 10:00am 
Contact: Pastor Dean 
651-739-5144 x331

7 (V,W) Women of the Word
Wednesdays, 9:00am 
Contact: Diana Vander Pas 
651-739-5144 x208

7 (V) Mitten Ladies
Wednesdays, 12:30pm 
Contact: Lyndis VanderLouw 
651-469-3313

7 (O,V) MS & HS Youth 
Wednesdays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Lindsey Schmidt 
651-739-5144 x219

11 (O) Living Nativity 
Sunday, 4:00pm

22 (V) All Campus Traveler’s 
Christmas Eve Worship 
Thursday, 7:00pm

24 (O,V,W) Christmas Eve 
Worship 
Saturday, 3:00pm & 5:00pm

24 (O,V,W) All Campus 
Christmas Eve Midnight 
Worship 
Saturday, 11:00pm 

25 (V) All Campus Christmas 
Day Worship 
Sunday, 10:00am 

26 (O,V,W) WLC Offices 
Closed - Christmas Holiday
Monday, All Day 

December 2022 Calendar

https://www.woodburylutheran.org/resources-media/calendar-events/calendar/

