
Some Challenging Questions: 
 

1.  What if we thought of spiritual self-examination (1 Cor. 11:28) as getting 

ready to go to a lavish, really fun wedding reception?  Would it not put the 

word “joy” back into the celebration of communion? 

  

2.  How does the meaning of communion apply to our earthly lives?  To our 

witness and how we conduct ourselves? 
 
 

Matthew 26:14-29 

English Standard Version (ESV) 

Judas to Betray Jesus 

14 Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, 

went to the chief priests 15 and said, “What will you give 

me if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid 

him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that moment he 

sought an opportunity to betray him. 

The Passover with the Disciples 

17 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples 

came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you have us prepare 

for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the city 

to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My 

time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house 

with my disciples.’” 19 And the disciples did as Jesus had 

directed them, and they prepared the Passover. 

20 When it was evening, he reclined at table with the 

twelve.[a] 21 And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I say 

to you, one of you will betray me.” 22 And they were very 

sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, “Is it 

I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in 

the dish with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man 

goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom 

the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for 

that man if he had not been born.” 25 Judas, who would 

betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to 

him, “You have said so.” 

Institution of the Lord's Supper 

26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after 

blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and 

said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he took a cup, 

and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of 

the[b] covenant, which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I will not drink again of 

this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new 

with you in my Father's kingdom.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The Joy of Holy Communion” 
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“I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I  

drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

 

 

Communion is a joyful, commemorative celebration, not a religious ritual. 

 

 

 

Communion anticipates the messianic banquet (Is. 25:6-8; Matt. 8:11; Rev. 19:6-

9), hosted by Jesus, the groom, for his church, the bride. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A14-29&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24071a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A14-29&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24079b


 

 

20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living 

creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 

vault of the sky.” 21 So God created the great creatures 

of the sea and every living thing with which the water 

teems and that moves about in it, according to their 

kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And 

God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them and said, 

“Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in 

the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” 23 And 

there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. 

24 And God said, “Let the land produce living 

creatures according to their kinds: the livestock, the 

creatures that move along the ground, and the wild 

animals, each according to its kind.” And it was 

so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their 

kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the 

creatures that move along the ground according to their 

kinds. And God saw that it was good. 
26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in 

our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea 

and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the 

wild animals,[a] and over all the creatures that move 

along the ground.” 
27 So God created mankind in his own image, 

    in the image of God he created them; 

    male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and 

increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule 

over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over 

every living creature that moves on the ground.” 
29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on 

the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit 

with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all 

the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all 

the creatures that move along the ground—everything 

that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant 

for food.” And it was so. 
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very 

good. And there was evening, and there was morning—

the sixth day. 
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