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HOPE’S CALL PROCESS

HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH
JULY NEWSLETTER

Having said our sad farewells to Pastor Lew Upchurch, our church is now moving forward
with steps to seek another Associate Pastor for our ministry staff. What should the
congregation expect to see happening, with respect to filling this vacancy?

First, it will be healthy for the congregation to take a bit of time to assess our ministry needs
and directions, and to gather input from members of the church. We had a great
discussion on these topics at the June 26 Congregational Assembly, and we’ll be sending
out a survey to the members of the congregation. Your input and thoughts would be greatly
appreciated. Watch your email in the coming days for this important survey.

Second, Hope’s Ministry Leadership Team has appointed a Call Team, to act on the
congregation’s behalf throughout the Call process. In the end, only the Congregational
Assembly can extend a Call on behalf of our church; but the Call Team will play an
important role in facilitating interviews and making recommendations to the
Congregational Assembly. Call Team members are Michelle Hellmann, Stephanie
Hoopingarner, Dr. Peter Muller, Rob Petersilge, Alex Schandert, Angela Whitted, and myself. 

Normally, there are two tracks that a congregation may follow in the Call process. It is likely
that Hope will consider both tracks initially, and the Congregational Assembly will down the
road make a determination to pursue one track or another.
1. Call a candidate from the seminary (application due, and interviews occur, in early 2023;
candidate assigned in late April); and 
2. Call a candidate from the field (a pastor currently serving another congregation).

Members of the congregation will be invited, as part of the survey coming out soon, to
suggest candidates to be considered. We will also seek potential candidates from other
sources, including the Southeastern District President. The District office will provide detailed
personal information (including theological perspectives, and preferences regarding
church practices) on all prospective candidates.

The Call Team’s role will be to review those candidates and their personal information, in
light of the congregation’s input and expectations regarding the position. The Call Team will
then narrow down that list, and conduct interviews. If 
a suitable candidate(s) is found, the Call Team will present their recommendations to the
Congregational Assembly for final action. As stated above, only the Congregational
Assembly has the authority to extend a Call to a pastor on behalf of Hope Lutheran Church.



I have three requests. Please pray daily for God’s Holy Spirit to be active and directive,
through each and every step of this important process. Please be patient, as the Call
process may not move as quickly as we all would like for it to do, for many different
reasons. Please trust that God remains at work through all the seasons of our life together,
and that he will continue to bless our church, as he has for the past twenty-five years.

In the weeks and months ahead, we will continue to communicate regularly with the people
of Hope, so everybody knows what’s happening throughout the Call process. If I can be of
any help to you, or answer any questions you may have about the steps outlined above,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

May God lead and guide our congregation as we take these important ministry steps
together, and keep us strongly united in carrying out our mission in our community!

In Christ,

Pastor Wayne Puls



MENS BOWLING

Bowling night is the 2nd Tuesday of each
month at 7:00PM. As always, you're
welcome to come even if you don't want to
bowl. Just come hang out, enjoy the $2
domestics, bar food, and brotherhood at
Strike & Barrel in downtown WF. Next bowling
night is July 12. Contact Steve to RSVP
(smccarthy@hopelutheranwf.org).

ALTAR FLOWERS

The 2022 Flower Chart has openings in July.
You may sign up to donate flowers in
memory or in honor of loved ones, or to
observe special occasions. Flowers are $55,
with checks earmarked “flowers.” Register on
Hope’s website to reserve your date
(www.hopelutheranwf.org/resources/altar
flowers).

NEWS &
EVENTS

PLAY AN INSTRUMENT?

Hope is seeking to add instrumentalists to
the Saturday PM contemporary service
Praise Team. If you play guitar, bass, or
keyboards, and would be interested in
sharing your musical gifts on a regular or
occasional basis, please speak with Pastor
Wayne, or Paul Taylor at the sound board.

As part of Hope’s 25th Anniversary
celebrations, many members of the
church made a special thank-offering
toward the newly-established Silver
Mission Fund. Proceeds totaled over
$18,000, and these donations will be
shared in annual grants to support
mission initiatives in our congregation,
circuit, and district. Hope’s Ministry
Leadership Team announced recently
the initial Silver Mission Fund grants:
$2000 to Jordan Lutheran Church, Apex
NC, to assist with the building of their
sanctuary; and $1694 to Hope’s new
Food Ministry, to help provide cooking
equipment for a mobile kitchen to serve
meals in our local community and in
regional disaster zones. Silver Mission
Fund grants will be made annually, for
the next four years, to reflect the joyful
mission spirit of our congregation.

SILVER MISSION FUND

SILVER ANCHOR AWARDS

Pastor Preston Wagner
Preschool Director Regina Fisher

Pastor Larry Lineberger

mailto:smccarthy@hopelutheranwf.org
http://www.hopelutheranwf.org/resources/altar




This year we were blessed to have 411 children join us
for both daytime and evening VBS.  Thank you to the 93
volunteers who gave so freely of their time to make this

event truly monumental.  
A special thank you to our Directors

Amy Crenshaw,  Briana Evans, Marjorie McCarthy, Angie Meyer, 
Makayla Meyer, Emily Minor, Melissa Replogle, Angela Whitted

 DCE Wesley Spottiswood,  DCE Steve McCarthy and Lead DCE Beth Agner

Vacation Bible School 2022



Kids & Youth



Rising 9th Grade Families: “Help, My Child Is In High School!”
Congratulations! You are going to be a parent of a high school youth! For many of you this
will be the first time and we know this can be scary. Know that your church has got your back.
This year we have assembled a group of parents who will discuss multiple views of dealing
with a high school age youth. Topics will include how to set your youth up for success,
managing outside activities, study habits, scholarship opportunities, real world preparations,
and more. Please join us in a short parent informational night on Sunday, July 24, 7:30-
8:00PM.

This event is for all middle school and high school families who have youth that struggle with
anxiety. During this 1-hour session parents are welcome to gather to discuss the struggles
their youth faces as well as find some key resources and tips to manage anxiety in the
household. This event meets in the youth center on Sunday July 31, 5:30-6:30PM. 

Kids & Youth

Rising 9th Grade Families: “Help, I Am In High School!”
This event is similar to the parent event but for your youth. During this event your youth will
hear some tips on how to not only survive but thrive in high school from different youth at
many different high schools. This is an excellent opportunity to connect your youth with new
friendly faces. Please mark your calendar for Sunday July 24, 5:45-6:30pm

 
If you have any questions about either of these events, please contact DCE Wesley

Spottiswood

“Help, My Youth Has Anxiety!” 

Rising 5-6 Pool Party

http://www.hopelutheranwf.org/5-6


Young Adults

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY (18-24)
On Thursday mornings at 10:00 AM, all young adults are invited to Hope for
a Bible Study. Building Relationships and Exploring the Word – that’s what
BREW Young Adult Ministry is all about! Contact Steve for more details 949-
431-0020.

BREW YOUNG PROFESSIONALS BREWERY & BIBLE STUDY
Looking to connect with other Christian young professionals in the area?
Young adults 25-35 years old are invited for our monthly gathering. We get
together on the 3rd Thursday of each month at local breweries for good
drinks & discussion. In BREW we’re all about Building Relationships and
Exploring the Word. Contact Steve for more details (949-431-0020).

YOUNG ADULT GROUP
Come reconnect with friends and welcome the new graduating class
into BREW Young Adult Ministry. High School Grads are invited. We’ll have
fun, food, and faith-based discussion for 4 weeks this summer to
prepare you for whatever stage of life you’re facing. The dates are
Sunday, July 17, 24, & 31 and Saturday, August 6; from 6:30-8:00PM.
Contact Steve for venue details (949-431-0020).

http://hopelutheranwf.org/brew


Sunday Mornings 9:45-10:45 AM 
"Summer Potluck"

Hope’s Sunday adult education classes in July will be a tasty Summer
Potluck of Bible topics. Bring your Bible, and bring a friend to enjoy this

buffet of various spiritual delicacies from God’s Word. Join us for learning
and discussion each Sunday at 9:45AM in Room 301. 

           July 3, 10            “Really Knowing God” (Pastor Wayne Puls)
           July 17           “The Transfiguration” (Dr. Peter Muller)
           July 24           “Self-Worth” (Vicar Ryan Barnett)
           July 31           “Keeping Your Cool in a Hot-Headed World!” 
                                              (Pastor Preston Wagner)

ADULT EDUCATION



The people of Hope Lutheran Church are committed to making
a positive, joyful, caring impact on the community around us.

 BROWN BAG
MINISTRY
Hope's Brown Bag Ministry
continues to make and deliver
healthy lunches to our
neighbors in Wake Forest. Our
lunch menu is a sandwich, fresh
fruit, sweet treat (granola or
cereal bar), salty snack (chips
or cheese/cracker pack) and a
Bible verse for spiritual health.
All lunches are made and
distributed with love and smiles.
This month's event is June 18,
2022, 11:00AM at Hope. 

WWW.HOPELUTHERANWF.ORG/MISSIONS

Volunteer for any third Saturday this year at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f4ba5ac2da57-hope 
Pray for our volunteers and those who receive our Brown Bags  (especially for
the included Bible verse to speak to the person enjoying the lunch).
Print out encouraging Bible verses on slips of paper (larger than 1"x3") or index
cards and place them in the Brown Bag collection bin.
Donations of individually packaged granola/cereal bars, bags of chips, or
cheese and cracker packs may be placed in the Brown Bag bin at any time.
Contributions to defray the cost of fresh fruit and sandwich supplies may be
placed in the collection plate (mark Brown Bag in the memo line).

There are various ways to get involved with Brown Bag. 

Questions? Please contact Nancy Repak at kapernan@gmail.com.

Local Missions

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f4ba5ac2da57-hope
mailto:kapernan@gmail.com


WWW.HOPELUTHERANWF.ORG/MISSIONS

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The next Hope Lutheran Adopt-A-Highway cleanup will
be Saturday, July 9 at 8:00AM. We will meet at the
church, then go to the cleanup area.   Please wear
long pants and long sleeves, and bright colors are
encouraged. Orange vest and gloves will be provided.  
Youth 12 and older can participate if parents sign a
NCDOT waiver form.  Contact Jeff Vukovich
(jeff.vukovich@gmail.com) or Andrew DiGiovanni
(lizcitypirate@hotmail.com) for more information.

Tri-Area Ministry is the largest food pantry in the Wake Forest, Youngsville, and Rolesville
area, serving 800 families each month. They provide food and personal hygiene products
to our community members in need. Their donation list always includes these basics:
peanut butter, jelly, canned fruit, canned vegetables, spaghetti sauce (no glass jars),
canned tuna or chicken, chef boyardee, cereal, grits, rice, dried beans, oatmeal, mac 'n
cheese, pasta/noodles, crackers, canned soup, diapers, diaper wipes and feminine hygiene
products. They also accept paper products, toothpaste & tooth brushes, soap, dish
detergent, etc.  Let’s continue to support this important ministry during the summer months
when hungry kids are home from school. Bring your donated items to Hope, and drop them
in the collection bins in the Gallery area (near the red doors).

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY

Volunteers from Hope have served hot meals at
four different trial events in the local community in
recent months. In late June, 150 servings of
delicious sloppy joe sandwiches were cooked
onsite at the Wake Forest Boys & Girls Club. The
ministry aims to put together a trailer with cooking
equipment, in order to help provide food security
to those in need in our local communities, as well
as to disaster victims in our region.

NEW FOOD MINISTRY

Local Missions

mailto:jeff.vukovich@gmail.com
mailto:lizcitypirate@hotmail.com


Offering Envelopes are mailed out on a monthly basis. If you prefer to give
electronically, please let Hilary know to discontinue the envelope mailings.
Mobile App Giving. You can easily make a contribution to Hope on the go
through a mobile app! To get started, simply search for “Vanco Mobile Faith
Engagement” in the App Store or Google Play to download the free app today.
Then, by selecting Hope Lutheran Church (look for our orange and gray logo in
the locations listing), you can easily make donations directly from your
smartphone using your debit/credit card or checking/savings account. You can
securely and conveniently schedule one-time or recurring donations and review
your giving history. 
Electronic Giving. Using a web browser, you may schedule one-time or
recurring donations online. To learn more, visit 
 https://hopelutheranwf.org/give/.
Donate with Amazon Smile: When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find
the exact same shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus
that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to Hope Lutheran
Church. How To Register: Click on https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-2026911 to
enroll in the Amazon Smile program. That’s it! 
Other Giving Formats: are also available. Did you know that if you are over age
72 and taking a required minimum distribution from certain types of IRAs, you
may be able to designate funds to Hope as a qualified charitable distribution? 

There are several ways to give offerings that benefit Hope’s ministries. To start
contributing or change your contribution format, please contact Hope’s Operations
Manager Hilary Tew at htew@hopelutheranwf.org. 

 

Ways to give at Hope

Website - www.hopelutheranwf.org

https://hopelutheranwf.org/give/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-2026911
mailto:htew@hopelutheranwf.org



