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TIME TO GROW

 Make a commitment to come to worship every week this summer. 
Read your Bible every day this summer. 
Pray for your family, your neighbors, your church, and your nation every day this summer. 
Share your time, talents, or treasures with someone in need at least once a week this
summer. 
Find one new way to get involved in the Lord’s work at Hope this summer (Bible study, small
group, community service, volunteer, special donation, etc.). 

In my backyard, I have a little garden area where I grow tomatoes. One of the great treats of
summer, for my wife and me, is a juicy, fresh-picked tomato. We’ve seen bumper crops in some
recent years; but, in other years, the fruit yield is rather sparse. Will this summer be a banner
tomato season, or a disappointing one? 
Here in North Carolina, summer is a time for growth. Farmers are busy, fields are burgeoning,
crops are multiplying. Homeowners who have a green thumb are watching flowers bloom, while
veggies and fruits are quickly forming. 
What about in the church? Is summer a time for growth? No matter what the season, God is
always looking for his people to grow spiritually. The Lord calls us to faith, and perhaps that
happened in your life long ago. But remember this. Every single day, God is at work in our hearts.
His aim is to see our faith grow, develop, flourish, mature, deepen, and bear much fruit.
Is growing optional for Christians? Not in God’s view. The Bible is filled with encouragements and
commands for God’s people to grow in faith. “Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so
that by it you may grow up in your salvation” (2 Peter 1:5). “Speaking the truth in love, we will grow
up into him who is the head, that is, Christ” (Colossians 1:10). Read also 2 Corinthians 9:10; Job
17:9; 1 Thessalonians 3:12; Psalm 84:7; Hebrews 6:1; 2 Peter 3:18; 2 Thessalonians 1:3; Hebrews 5:14;
Psalm 92:12; 1 Timothy 4:15.
It's too soon to know whether my tomatoes will thrive or dive this summer. But I pray that this
summer will be a wonderful time of growth in our church, and that every member of Hope will
grow spiritually, as God desires. 
Ready and willing? Here are just a few spiritual growth suggestions for your summer. 

I look forward to growing in Christ with you!

Pastor Wayne Puls



MENS BOWLING
Bowling night is the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at 7:00PM. As always,
you're welcome to come even if you
don't want to bowl. Just come hang
out, enjoy the $2 domestics, bar food,
and brotherhood at Strike & Barrel in
downtown WF. Next bowling night is
June 14. Contact Steve to RSVP
(smccarthy@hopelutheranwf.org).

ALTAR FLOWERS
The 2022 Flower Chart has openings
in  June. You may sign up to donate
flowers in memory or in honor of loved
ones, or to observe special occasions.
Flowers are $55, with checks
earmarked “flowers.” Register on
Hope’s website to reserve your date
(www.hopelutheranwf.org/resources/
altar flowers).

NEWS &
EVENTS

CONGREGATIONAL ASSEMBLY
Members of Hope are invited to our Congregational Assembly on June 26, 1:30
PM.  The agenda will include a report from the Senior Pastor, a financial report
from the Treasurer, information regarding the upcoming Call process for an
Associate Pastor, and election of Ministry Leadership Team members. 

PASTOR LEWS FAREWELL
Pastor Lew has served this congregation for
many years, first as a member then as a
vicar and finally as our assistant pastor. We
will miss so many things about Pastor Lew,
his genuine heart for Gods word, his jovial
approach to all ages, and his dedication to
always making time for the people of Hope.
Pastor Lew’s final worship services at Hope
will be June 18-19, and he will be preaching
at all three services that weekend. A
reception in his honor will be held on June 19,
at 12:15PM. Hors d’oeuvres and desserts will
be available, as we thank God for Pastor
Lew’s ministry at Hope and say our fond
farewells to the Upchurch family. 

mailto:smccarthy@hopelutheranwf.org
http://www.hopelutheranwf.org/resources/altar


Congratulations to the 2022
Confirmation Class!
On Sunday, May 15 during a special service

This year 25 of Hope's youth were confirmed

A special thank you to Kim Nugent & David Bayley for taking photos during the
service and to Sue Joslyn for making a cake with all 46 Confirmand’s names.

VICAR FEST

Current Vicar James Kirk will conclude his year of service at Hope on June
25-26, and will return to Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, for his final year of
classwork. New Vicar Ryan Barnett arrives in Wake Forest July 5.



KID & YOUTH
MINISTRY

5-12 Grade Youth Sportsmen’s Outing5-12 Grade Youth Sportsmen’s Outing
(shooting & cook out).(shooting & cook out).



Kids And Youth
Rising 5/6 and 7/8 Grade Youth Group
Every Wednesday 6:30-7:30 PM meet in the Youth Center for an hour of games,
fellowship, and discussion. Come meet new people and learn more about your
faith.  There is no youth group June 15. Instead, sign-up to volunteer for VBS.

Rising High School Youth Group
Every Sunday 6:30-7:30 PM meet in the Youth Center for an hour of games,
fellowship, and discussion. Come meet new people and learn more about your
faith. There is no youth group June 19. Enjoy Father’s day with the family.

“Help, My Child Is In High School!”
Congratulations! You are going to be a parent of a high school youth! For many
of you this will be the first time and we know this can be scary. Know that your
church has got your back. This year we have assembled a group of parents who
will discuss multiple views of dealing with a high school age youth. Topics will
include how to set your youth up for success, managing outside activities, study
habits, scholarship opportunities, real world preparations, and more. Please join
us in a short parent informational night Sunday, July 24, 7:30-8:00PM.

“Help, I Am In High School!”
This event is similar to the parent event but for youth. During this event youth will
hear some tips on how to not only survive but thrive in high school from different
youth at many different high schools. This is an excellent opportunity to connect
youth with new friendly faces. 
Please mark your calendar Sunday July 24, 5:45-6:30pm

“Help, My Youth Has Anxiety!” 
This event is for all middle school and high school families who have youth that
struggle with anxiety. During this 1-hour session parents are welcome to gather to
discuss the struggles their youth faces as well as find some key resources and
tips to manage anxiety in the household. This event meets in the youth center
Sunday July 31, 5:30-6:30PM.



The people of Hope Lutheran Church are committed to making
a positive, joyful, caring impact on the community around us.

 

MISSIONS - LOCAL & TRIPS

BROWN BAG MINISTRY
Hope's Brown Bag Ministry
continues to make and deliver
healthy lunches to our neighbors
in Wake Forest. Our lunch menu is
a sandwich, fresh fruit, sweet treat
(granola or cereal bar), salty
snack (chips or cheese/cracker
pack) and a Bible verse for
spiritual health. All lunches are
made and distributed with love
and smiles.
This month's event is June 18,
2022, 11:00AM at Hope. 

WWW.HOPELUTHERANWF.ORG/MISSIONS

Hope's Brown Bag Ministry continues to make and deliver healthy lunches to our
neighbors in Wake Forest. Our lunch menu is a sandwich, fresh fruit, sweet treat
(granola or cereal bar), salty snack (chips or cheese/cracker pack) and a Bible
verse for spiritual health. All lunches are made and distributed with love and smiles.
This month's event is June 18, 2022, 11:00AM at Hope. 

There are various ways to get involved with Brown Bag. 
     ·Volunteer for any third Saturday this year at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f4ba5ac2da57-hope 
     ·Pray for our volunteers and those who receive our Brown Bags  (especially for
the included Bible verse to speak to the person enjoying the lunch).
     ·Print out encouraging Bible verses on slips of paper (larger than 1"x3") or index
cards and place them in the Brown Bag collection bin.
     ·Donations of individually packaged granola/cereal bars, bags of chips, or
cheese and cracker packs may be placed in the Brown Bag bin anytime.
     ·Contributions to defray the cost of fresh fruit and sandwich supplies may be
placed in the collection plate (mark Brown Bag in the memo line).

Questions? Please contact Nancy Repak at kapernan@gmail.com.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090f4ba5ac2da57-hope
mailto:kapernan@gmail.com


YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY (18-24)

On Friday mornings at 10:00 AM, all young adults are invited to Hope for a Bible
Study. Building Relationships and Exploring the Word – that’s what BREW Young
Adult Ministry is all about! Contact Steve for more details 949-431-0020.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

BREW YOUNG PROFESSIONALS (25-35)

Service Project: Vacation Bible School needs your help. If you have time during the day
or night the week of June 13-17 please register to help out the VBS team.  There are
many different ways that you can serve that week and they are all listed in the
registration.  Just go to the church website or reach out to Steve McCarthy with any
questions.  

Brewery & Bible Study: Every third Thursday the Young Professionals gather for drinks
and discussion at various breweries and homes. Next meeting is April 21 at 7:00 PM @
Norse Brewing. See you there!

ADULT EDUCATION
Sunday Mornings 9:45-10:45 AM 

“Teach It!” 
Jesus commanded great audiences as
he taught throughout his earthly ministry.
Some of his lessons were well received
and easy to understand, while others were
not. During the month of June, you are
invited to take an in-depth look at some of
his more challenging teachings as
recorded in the Gospel of Matthew. The
class will be led by Dr. Peter Muller, and
meets in Room 301 on Sundays at 9:45AM. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS

 Service at Hope 
Hilary Tew, Operations Manager – 5 years

Tracy Zwickis, LIttle Blessings Director – 5 years
Gretchen O’Haire, Preschool Teacher – 5 years
Eileen McHugh, Preschool Teacher – 10 years
Regina Fisher, Preschool Director – 25 years

 
X Service in the Holy Ministry X

Pastor Preston Wagner – 50 years
Pastor Bill Seaman – 55 years

Pastor Larry Lineberger – 61 years
 

Staff Milestones
 

The people of Hope give special thanks to God for the
veteran members of our church and preschool staff.

Several staff members are observing milestone years of
service this spring. Thanks be to God for these faithful,

dedicated servants!

MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
The Rebecca A. Horsley Memorial Scholarship will
provide an annual scholarship in Becky Horsley’s

memory for students pursuing a career in
education. Applicants must be from the Wake

Forest area, and must be graduating high school
seniors or students currently enrolled in a college
or university majoring in education or elementary

education. For a copy of the scholarship
guidelines and an application, please contact

Pastor Wayne Puls or Lead DCE Beth Agner.
Application deadline is June 30.



One of the honored staff members, Pastor Bill Seaman, a member of Hope,
was unable to be present when these servants were recognized at a

worship service on June 5. An inspiring message from Pastor Seaman, on
the occasion of his ministry anniversary, is below. 

 
When I left the farm to prepare for ministry by attending Concordia Prep
School in Bronxville, New York, I had no idea of the surprises and joys that

awaited me. While at Concordia I met Sue who has been my wife and best
friend for fifty-six years after dating for four years. The path of training

through Prep School, Junior College (also at Bronxville), Senior College (Ft.
Wayne IN) and seminary (Concordia St. Louis) was punctuated by the

opportunity to serve as biology instructor at Concordia College, Bronxville
from 1966-67. I learned more that year serving a vacancy at Grace in the

Bronx as well as supply preaching many Sundays, than I did while on
vicarage at Our Redeemer, Seaford, Long Island, NY, even though that was

also a rewarding experience under the tutelage of Rev. Bob Behnke.
 

Sue and I have had a great life through the challenges of student living
while she earned her B.S. in nursing from Columbia University in New York
City, moving every year since marriage until we settled down for my first
call as a teacher at Rockford Lutheran High School in Rockford IL. After
seven years in Rockford, God provided a call to parish ministry at Our

Savior in Hickory NC, where we stayed twenty-five years. While there were
many other calls along the way it was not until a call came from the

Southeastern District to serve as Mission and Ministry Facilitator for the
Carolinas that I felt called to accept another call. I served on District staff
for fifteen years before retiring in August 2018. Since then I have remained

active filling pulpits for vacationing pastors and vacant congregations.
 

Among the joys and blessings of our life have been our children. Mark, our
oldest who also entered ministry and currently serves as pastor of Our
Savior in Hickory where I served. He is also an Air Force Reserve wing

chaplain based at Seymour Johnson Air Force Base in Goldsboro. Krista is
an OR nurse at Raleigh Orthpaedic. She and her family are active at North
Raleigh Presbyterian where she serves as an elder. Karin, our youngest, is a
medical technologist at Wake Med, Briar Creek. She and her family are all

active at Hope along with us.
 

It has been a job, privilege, and blessing to have been active in ministry in
our Lord’s Kingdom for the past fifty-five years. By God’s grace I hope to

continue to be active in ministry for many years to come.                   
 Pastor Bill Seaman

 

Staff Milestones




