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It is the night of the dear Savior's birth!

ONE MONTH TO GO
As I write this, it’s just about a month before Christmas. This is a busy
season in the church, and most of us have a full schedule of holiday
activities at home in the month ahead. The month before Christmas can
be a whirlwind for us. Just imagine what it must have been like for the
parents-to-be of the Christ Child.

The Bible tells us about the angel’s announcements to Mary and Joseph.
The couple was planning to be married, but a shocking development
threw their plans into disarray. Mary, still a virgin, was going to have a
baby. By a miraculous act of God, she was carrying in her womb the Son
of God. Joseph, at first understandably inclined to break off the
betrothal, was instructed by God’s angelic messenger to proceed with
the marriage. He trustingly complied.

Did many of this couple’s friends and relatives truly understand what
was happening? Could any of their hometown acquaintances provide
helpful counsel? Did anyone fully believe their incredible story, about
Mary still being a virgin, yet very soon to give birth? Could any of their
neighbors in Nazareth believe, for a second, that the child soon to be
born would be the one true God? How isolated and alone, with respect
to human company, did Mary and Joseph feel in that month before the
birth of their son?

In those days, the parents-to-be had all of the normal “first baby tasks”
to accomplish. They were busy making their home and their lives ready
for the challenging of caring for an infant. At the same time, they were
sorting out, along with everyone else in their country, how the
requirements of Caesar Augustus’ census decree would apply to them.
They were under imperial orders to very soon be travelling, seeking
lodging, and registering in Joseph’s ancestral village of Bethlehem. The
timing was terrifying, with Mary soon to give birth. 
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In these anxious, stressful days, with just about a month to go before the
baby was born, how were Mary and Joseph feeling about God? Were
they completely at peace with what he had asked of them? Did they feel
confident about their place in his plan? Or were they feeling
apprehensive and unsettled?

It’s good to take a few moments to reflect upon the lives of Jesus’
earthly parents, in the month before Christmas. Take time, also, to
reflect upon your own current life situation. Do you have supportive,
caring human company in your life these days? Where does God fit in?
How confident are about God’s plan for your life? What does the miracle
of the incarnation of the Son of God mean for the hardships and
struggles that you may be going through? Can you really, truly believe
and trust in God’s love for you today? You can!

Enjoy these blessed days before Christmas! May the miracle of Christ’s
birth for you give you joy, and strengthen your faith.
In Christ,

Pastor Wayne Puls

ONE MONTH TO GO               CONTINUED.....

Long lay the world in sin and error pining
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"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. "    Isaiah 9:6

"But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so
that we might received adoption as sons."    Galatians 4:4-5

"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth."   John
1:14



NEWS &
EVENTS

2023  WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE

January 4 – February 15. 
WNA is Hope's midweek ministry
opportunity for all ages to gather for
dinner, Bible study, fellowship, and
fun. 

YEAR-END GIFTS

All gifts and offerings must be
postmarked or received by Saturday,
December 31, 2022 in order to be
included in your 2022 year-end
record of giving. If you have
questions about your giving, contact
Operations Manager, Hilary Tew, at
919-554-8109 or
htew@hopelutheranwf.org. Thank
you for all your gifts and
contributions in 2022!
FLOWER CHART

The 2023 Flower Chart is now
available. You may sign up to donate
flowers in memory or in honor of
loved ones or to observe special
occasions. Flowers are $55.00 with
checks earmarked “flowers.” 
To register go to Hope's website
under About/Resources.

Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.

 As our congregation continues
the search process for a new
Associate Pastor for Hope, your
prayers for God's continued
guidance and direction are
requested. The Call Team is
refining the list of potential
candidates from the field
(pastors currently serving in
other congregations), both
those suggested by members of
our congregation and those
suggested by the President of
the Southeastern District of the
Lutheran Church Missouri
Synod. The Call Team has
commenced with online
interviews, and will be
conducting in-person interviews.
Additionally, the Call Team has
initiated contact with the
seminary placement office, to be
prepared if the congregation
opts to extend a Call to a
seminary spring 2023 graduate. 

CALL PROCESS UPDATE.
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Advent & Christmas At Hope
Advent Worship!
Join us for Advent Midweek worship services
on Wednesday, November 30 and December
7 at 7:00PM.

Live Nativity
Mark your calendar for the live, in-person
presentation of the Bible story of Christ's
birth shared on a child-friendly level. Each
presentation will be approximately 20
minutes long, starting at the designated
time. Refreshments will be served afterward.
Saturday, December 10, 6:45PM or 7:45PM;
Sunday, December 11, 7:00PM.

Cantata 
Presented by Hope’s choirs and musicians,
the story of Christ’s birth is celebrated in the
sacred songs of the season on December 11
at the 8:30 & 11:00AM services. 

A Christmas Yarn: Christmas Pageant 
Hope's children have been busy learning
lines, making costumes, and singing joyful
songs celebrating the birth of Jesus!
Everyone is invited to the pageant on
December 14 at 7:00PM. Invite a friend or
neighbor to join you for this event.

A thrill
of hope

the weary
soul

rejoices;
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Advent & Christmas At Hope

For
yonder
breaks a
new and
glorious
morn!
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Services
Christmas Eve Children's Service 
An engaging Christmas Eve service that the
whole family will enjoy. Join the fun and worship
the Christ Child at either the 3:30PM or 5:00PM
Service. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Join Hope for a traditional Candlelight
Christmas Eve Service at 6:30PM or 8:00PM 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service 
Celebrate the birth of Christ at Hope's 
 Candlelight Communion Service at 11:00PM 

Christmas Day Service 
All are welcome to our festival worship service
on Sunday, December 25 at 10:00AM 



Advent & Christmas At Hope

Angel Tree
One of the great joys of the coming Christmas season is to offer love to
people in our community in the name of the Savior, and to share our
blessings with those who are less fortunate. You are invited to
participate in Hope's Angel Tree program again this year. On December
3-4, and on December 7, you'll be able to pick up a tag from the tree in
the Narthex, and to purchase the requested gift for that family. All gifts
are to be wrapped and returned to Hope by December 14. Drivers are
needed to distribute Angel Tree gifts. If you're interested in helping, text
Claudia Van Hook (717-579-2077).

Christmas Poinsettias 
These beautiful seasonal flowers will adorn the chancel and windows at
Hope during the Advent and Christmas season. They may be
purchased in memory or honor of loved ones. Sign up online at
www.hopelutheranwf.org/ under About/Resources/Christmas
Poinsettias. The cost is $12 each with checks payable to Hope,
earmarked "poinsettias." The poinsettias may be taken home after the
11:00PM Christmas Eve Service.

Fall on your knees
Oh hear the angel voices

Oh night divine
Oh night when Christ was born

Oh night divine
Oh night divine
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ADULT
EDUCATION
IN DECEMBER
PROPHECIES OF THE CHRIST 
Within the many pages of the Bible,
its many different authors tell us
about Jesus and his life before it
takes place. Join us during the
wonderful season of Advent by
exploring prophecies in the Bible
that tell us about Jesus Christ. In our
classes for 11/27-12/18, we will be
diving into these prophecies for four
fun weeks. Your Bible study teachers
will be exploring prophecies related
to the birth, ministry, death, and
second coming of the Messiah. Don't
miss this great opportunity to study
what the Bible says about the Savior
who came for us, and promises to
come again.

Truly
He taught
us to love one

another;
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SUNDAY
SCHOOL 
(KIDS, YOUTH,
ADULTS)
UPDATE
Sunday School will continue
through December 18, then
we will be off for Christmas
(December 25) and New
Year's (January 1). Sunday
School and Adult Education
will be back up and running
on January 8.  

His Law
is love and

His gospel
is peace. 
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KIDS & YOUTH
MINISTRY

CHRISTMAS
PARTIES

Coming up on December 11 is
our 1-4 Christmas Party from
4:30 PM- 7:00 PM! There will
be games, crafts,
Neighborhood caroling, and
ending the night with a look at
Hope's Live Nativity. Dinner,
dessert, and Hot Chocolate
will be provided. Please dress
your child accordingly to go
outside. Drop-off will be at the
Children's Center, and pick-up
will be in the back parking lot
by the Live Nativity. Please sign
up on the Hope Lutheran
website under Kids (Birth-4th
Grade) 

1-4 GRADE 

This year's 5-6th Grade Christmas Lock-in will be on
December 2 from 7:00PM-8:00AM at church. We'll
be playing games, watching movies, eating pizza,
and even completing another awesome service
project. The kids will bring gifts to give to children

spending the Holidays in the UNC Children's Hospital.
The goal is to brighten their spirits and show them
the love of Christ through our gifts -- and to create
a stronger sense of generosity and Christ-like love
among our 5-6th graders. It's a chance for them to

put their faith into practice. 

5-6 CHRISTMAS LOCK-IN.

7-8 CHRISTMAS PARTY.
Come celebrate Jesus' birthday with your fellow 7-8

Graders on December 11 from 4:30-5:30PM in the
Youth Center. We'll play fun holiday-themed games
and enjoy the four main food groups: candy, candy
canes, candy corn, and syrup! Please bring a $15

White-Elephant gift to exchange. Friends are invited!

Chains shall
He break, for
the slave is our

brother, 

HIGHSCHOOL CHRISTMAS PARTY.
December 11 from 6:00-7:30PM; cost is free.

Join us on December 11 from 6:00-7:30PM; for this free Christmas party complete
with food, hot cocoa, games, and a white elephant gift exchange. All you need is to

show up with one wacky gift and go home with something equally wacky and
funny. The stranger, the better. Sign up today at www.hopelutheranwf.org, under

ministries/youth.
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ADULT
MINISTIRY

CHRISTMAS
PARTIES

Back in town for the holidays? Get together with old friends and make some new
ones at the annual young adult Christmas party on December 17 from 7:00-
9:00PM! Bring a white elephant gift ($20 or less), an ugly Christmas sweater, and
some Christmas spirit! Contact Steve to RSVP smccarthy@hopelutheranwf.org.

BREW CHRISTMAS PARTY

Calling all men 18 and up. Come out for an evening of fellowship, food, bonfire, and
devotion December 9, 7PM-9PM at the Spottiswood Homestead (108 Kent st.
Youngsville). Bring your own drinks, $5, and a chair. Text (818) 642-7570 to RSVP by
December 6.

MEN'S CHRISTMAS BONFIRE

And in His
name all

oppression shall
cease.

Come and join the women of Hope for our 5th annual Christmas event. We will
meet in the Adult Center at Hope on December 2 from 7-9 PM. Our evening will
include devotion, light refreshments, a craft, and an ornament exchange. The cost
to attend is $10, and you must bring an ornament. Please sign up on the Hope
Lutheran website under women's ministry. Questions: bagner@hopelutheranwf.org 

WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS EVENT
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The people of Hope Lutheran Church are committed to making
a positive, joyful, caring impact on the community around us.

LOCAL MISSIONS

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we;

is the largest food pantry in the Wake Forest, Youngsville, and
Rolesville area, serving 1200+ families each month. They provide

food and personal hygiene products to our community members in
need. Their donation list always includes these basics: peanut

butter, jelly, canned fruit, canned vegetables, spaghetti sauce (no
glass jars), canned tuna or chicken, chef boyardee, cereal, grits,

rice, dried beans, oatmeal, mac 'n cheese, pasta/noodles, crackers,
canned soup, diapers, diaper wipes and feminine hygiene products.
They also accept paper products, toothpaste & tooth brushes, soap,
dish detergent, etc. Let's continue to support this important ministry
during the holiday season. Bring your donated items to Hope, and
drop them in the collection bins in the Gallery area (near the red

doors). 

Tri-Area Ministry
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Hope was privileged to welcome 42 people (25 adults, 17 children and
youth) into our congregation this fall. If you see a new face, introduce

yourself and welcome them to Hope!
 
 

Let all with in us praise His holy name. 

Mike, Andrea,
Benjamin & Thomas

Daniels

Terry & Penny
Kennedy

Cameron, Malena,
Hudson & Emelia

Thieme

Heather Pfeil
Cyndy Wolf

Pavel, Lettie, Lucy &
Felix Iakovenko

Janet Gardner Brian, Lauren, Tanner,
Jacob & Caroline

Mielke

Kari Leitschuh



Christ is the Lord! O praise His
name forever!

His pow'r and glory evermore
proclaim!

His pow'r and glory evermore
proclaim!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

Mark Lawson

Matthew & Shelly
Wood

Ben, Catherine,
William & Emily Mielke

Alan Barker Patrick & Mary
McGovern

Bert, Crystal,  Berkley,
Emory, Sydney & Kylee

Beard

Sherry Donnel
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