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MAKING THE MOST OF
SUMMERTIME!

What’s your favorite summer activity? Going to the beach? Hiking in the mountains?
Hanging out by the pool? Harvesting home-grown tomatoes? Enjoying Friday Night
on White in downtown Wake Forest? Reading a book on the porch? Visiting family
and friends? Shopping for fresh produce at the farmstand? Cooking s’mores with the
kids and grandkids? Sleeping in on Sundays?

Wait a minute! That last one isn’t really a good answer for Christians like us, is it?
Unless you’re a regular Saturday PM worshipper, that is. We all like to – and probably
need to – take it a little bit easy during the summer. But sleeping in on Sundays this
summer? Worship is an essential part of our lives as children of God, no matter what
the season. Here are three important reasons why.

In worship, we acknowledge God’s blessings in our lives and express thanks for all his
good gifts that sustain us in this world and in the next. The Lord pours out his
blessings in your life, non-stop, doesn’t he? These summer months are the perfect
time to offer thanks and praise!
In worship, we confess our sins and receive God’s pardon, along with his
strengthening, through the Word and Sacraments. As for me, I need that spiritual
refreshment every day, every week, and every month – including in the summertime.
How about you? 

In worship, we are called together in our congregation’s community of faith. God
gives the people of Hope a common mission, and he gives us the spiritual gifts and
resources we need to carry out that mission in our community. He doesn’t give to
any one of us, or to any one portion of the congregation, all those gifts, and
resources. He spreads them out. God provides these essential gifts and resources to
each one of us, distributing them as he wills. So Hope’s mission – even in these
summer months – is always going to have to be a team effort. Our congregation’s
ability to proclaim and live the Word and love of Christ, in our church and in our
community, depends on all of us participating in our team ministry. You included.
Enjoy all your summer activities out there, except for that last one on the list! But be
sure, also, in these weeks of summer, to stay active (or start getting active again) in
worship, as an important part of the Hope family.

See you in church!

Pastor Wayne Puls



NEWS &
EVENTS

CALL PROCESS UPDATE
Along with the Ministry Leadership Team, members of Hope’s Call Team are
reviewing the survey forms returned by members of the congregation, and
processing the valuable input provided. The Call Team is also moving forward with
the list of potential candidates that have been suggested, and is requesting
information on those candidates from the President of the Southeastern District
LCMS. Please continue to pray for the Holy Spirit to lead and guide our congregation
throughout all the important steps in this Call process. 

NEW MEMBER CLASS
For those who’ve been visiting Hope, and are
considering joining the congregation, you are invited
to participate in the Fall New Member Class. We’ll be
reviewing the basic teachings of the faith from a
Lutheran perspective, and learning about the specific
ways we’re carrying out our mission here at Hope.
The class meets on eight consecutive Sunday
mornings in Room 301, 9:45-10:45AM, beginning
September 11, and child care is available. Contact
Pastor Wayne (wpuls@hopelutheranwf.org) for
further information.

Mark your calendar for Hope’s Harvest Fest Saturday, October 1, 11-2PM! Come kick off
fall with the whole family. Interested in becoming a vendor? Contact DCE Wesley
Spottiswood at wspottiswood@hopelutheranwf.org.

HOPE'S HARVEST FEST

Hope Lutheran's Small Group, Cork Sisters, is planning a trip to Yadkin Valley on
October 1 & 2 for fellowship, fun, and wine tasting! We have secured a block of rooms
at the Fairfield Inn in Elkin and have reserved a bus with our own driver from NC
Grape Escape Tours. You don't have to be a member of Cork Sisters to join in the fun.
If interested, email Teri O'Neill at terloneill23@gmail.com or Pam Jay at
pjay0826@gmail.com by August 10.

CORK SISTERS WINE TRIP
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KID & YOUTH
MINISTRY

The Hope’s Kid Ministry will combine age groups
during our summer Sunday school. Kids will have
fun learning about Jesus with our Simply Loved
curriculum that teaches about the simple love of
Jesus. Each week kids will sing, play, learn, and
make friends. Our summer Sunday school will
continue every Sunday from now until September 4.
Our school year, Sunday school starts on
September 11th with a "Sundae on Sunday"
celebration. During our school year, kids will be
grouped into more specific age groups. There is no
need to “sign-up” for Sunday school; all are
welcome, including friends.

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL

SUNDAE ON
SUNDAY 

Sunday School Kick-off event
for families with kids in 

4th grade and below.

Parents and kids are invited to come and meet the new
Sunday School teachers on September 11.  

As you and your kids visit in the classroom with the
teachers, you will also be given a "Golden Ticket," 

to use to redeem your free ice cream sundae.
Sunday School runs from 9:45AM-10:45AM. 



Every Wednesday 6:30-7:30PM meet in the Youth Center for an hour of games,
fellowship, and discussion. Come meet new people and learn more about your
faith.

Every Sunday 6:30-7:30PM meet in the Youth Center for an hour of games,
fellowship, and discussion. Come meet new people and learn more about your
faith.

6 -12 grade youth are invited each Thursday 3-5PM to the Youth Center for an open
youth room. Youth will enter through the youth center doors. During this time, youth
are encouraged to hang out, complete homework, watch movies, play board
games, and grow in fellowship. Snacks will be provided, and friends are welcome.
No sign-up is required.

RISING 5-6/7-8 GRADE YOUTH
GROUP

RISING HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

AFTER SCHOOL MINISTRY @ YOUTH CENTER – FREE

High School Youth Group Second Sunday
August 14, from 6:30-8:00PM meet in the Sanctuary for a special event
complete with live music. Hear from youth about their story. Do not
miss out on an opportunity to build relationships both with friends and
God!



KIDS & YOUTH
H O P E  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H

 

Parent Orientation: August 28, 12:30-1:30PM
Classes start: September 11, 9:45-10:45AM
Retreat: October 28-30 at Camp Willow Springs
Confirmation Dinner: May 17, 2023
Rite of Confirmation: May 21, 2023

 We’re happy to announce that registration is open for the 2022-2023
Confirmation year! Confirmation is an exciting opportunity for growth and
learning in the lives of Hope’s youth. This two-year program (typically done in
5-6th grades) includes Sunday classes, retreats, and other special events
that will prepare students to personally affirm their baptismal faith, receive
Holy Communion, and to live as adult members of the church. These are
crucial years for spiritual formation for the youth of our church, and we ask you
to make Confirmation a priority in your family. Please mark your calendars for
the important dates listed below, and register for both Confirmation Classes
and the Confirmation Retreat as soon as possible (1st and 2nd-year students
are required to register for both). Contact Steve at
smccarthy@hopelutheranwf.org if you have any questions. 

CONFIRMATION REGISTRATION



Young Adults
BREW COLLEGE-AGE BIBLE STUDY
On Friday mornings at 10:00AM, all
young adults 18-25 are invited to Hope
for Bible Study. Building Relationships
and Exploring the Word – that’s what
BREW Young Adult Ministry is all about!
Contact Steve for more details       
 949-431-0020. 

BREW YOUNG PROFESSIONALS BREWERY & BIBLE STUDY
Looking to connect with other Christian young professionals in the area? Young
adults 25-35 years old are invited to our monthly gathering. We get together on
the 3rd Thursday of each month at local breweries for good drinks & discussion.
The next meeting is 8/18 at 7:00PM. In BREW, we’re all about Building Relationships
and Exploring the Word. Contact Steve for more details (949-431-0020)

COLLEGE & MILITARY CARE PACKAGES
Do you have a child or family member leaving town for College or the Military?
Hope’s Outreach Ministry sends out two care packages a year for support and
encouragement. Please contact Julie Bowling at juliebowling@live.com to sign up
or to provide an updated address if your child is already on the list. 

High School
BEACH DAY TRIP

All High School Youth are invited August 20 to meet at Hope at 8:00AM to carpool to
Emerald Isle. Pack a lunch, sunblock, and money for dinner. Cost is $10 for gas money

plus the cost of dinner. We will arrive back at Hope around 6:30PM. Questions?
Contact DCE Wesley Spottiswood at wspottiswood@hopelutheranwf.org.

Sign-up online. 
 

mailto:juliebowling@live.com




ADULT EDUCATION
Take some time each week in August to learn
and grow in your faith. Join the Adult Education
Class on Sundays, 9:45-10:45AM, in Room 301.
This month’s topic is “Early Christian History: The
Road to Nicea,” led by Luke Tew. Come to this
four-week class to learn how, after Christ's
ascension, the Apostles went to work spreading
his Gospel message. Jesus was clear: “Go forth
and spread the good news!” The class will focus
on how the Gospel message may have spread
throughout the 1st century AD, and how the
Church addressed some of the challenges faced
along the way. We may even learn a thing or
two, as Christians facing challenges in spreading
the Gospel in our own day and age.

INTERESTED IN JOINING A SMALL GROUP AT HOPE?
Hope has over 25 small groups that range from bible studies to social groups like
cards and trivia. Many small groups will be starting back up in September after their
summer break. If you are interested in joining a small group, please contact DCE
Wesley Spottiswood at wspottiswood@hopelutheranwf.org

MEN’S BOWLING CANCELLED THIS MONTH
The bowling alley is closed this month due to renovations. Please mark your
calendars for the second Tuesday of next month (September 13, 7:00PM) and all
following months. And remember, you're welcome to come even if you don't want to
bowl. Come hang out, and enjoy the $2 domestics, bar food, and brotherhood at
Strike & Barrel in downtown WF starting in September.

Men's & Women'sGroup

Hope Lutheran's Small Group, Cork Sisters, is planning a trip to Yadkin Valley on
October 1 & 2 for fellowship, fun, and wine tasting! We have secured a block of rooms
at the Fairfield Inn in Elkin and have reserved a bus with our own driver from NC
Grape Escape Tours. You don't have to be a member of Cork Sisters to join in the fun.
If interested, email Teri O'Neill at terloneill23@gmail.com or Pam Jay at
pjay0826@gmail.com by August 10.

CORK SISTERS WINE TRIP
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COMING SOON – “MARRIAGE IN THE BIBLE”
Make plans to join in a very special Wednesday night adult education experience
coming soon to Hope. We will be having a four-week class for women only and a
separate four-week class for men only, and then there will be a four-week
combined class titled “Marriage in the Bible.” What could possibly go wrong?!
Watch for more details regarding this unique Wednesday Night Alive programming
beginning September 7.

COMING SOON-KIDS AND YOUTH
Wednesday Night alive has something for everyone.  Kick off the evening with
dinner at 5:30pm and music practices (children's choir and youth handbells), and
finish up at 6:30pm with age-appropriate youth groups.  There are groups for
nursery, preschool, Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade, 3rd and 4th grade, 5th and 6th
grade, 7th and 8th grade, and Highschool volunteers with younger ages.  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE
September 7-October 26 

COMING SOON-HOPE'S MUSIC MINISTRY

Children’s Choir (grades K-5 will kick off the fall season on Wednesday, September
14 at 5:00PM. Mr. Rob and Miss Kasie (song leader from VBS) are looking forward
to praising God through sharing the joy of music with each chorister. 

Children’s Handbells will kick off the fall season on Wednesday, September 14 at
5:45PM. Experience the joy and art of handbell ringing with Mr. Rob, while we ring
joyful praise. 

Adult Handbell Choir will begin rehearsals on Wednesday, September 7 at 6:15PM.
Hope is blessed to have 4 octaves of English handbells, and would like to extend
an invitation to any adult who has musical experience in playing an instrument or
has ever wanted a chance to try to play handbells. Come and speak with Handbell
Choir Director Rob Varner.

Hope’s adult Senior Choir will begin on Wednesday, September 7 at 7:30PM. If you
enjoy singing and are looking for an opportunity to praise God and fellowship with
other singers, we invite you to contact a choir member and Senior Choir Director
Rob Varner. The Senior choir provides music for Sunday worship throughout the
church year and presents a Cantata during Advent each year. 

Come make a joyful noise unto the Lord together, and explore Hope’s many Music
Ministry opportunities for you and your family. Contact Rob Varner
(rwv912@gmail.com) for more information.

mailto:rwv912@gmail.com


Our friends at the Tri-Area Ministries food bank in Wake Forest are currently
requesting special donations of canned tuna, canned fruit, and baby wipes (not
canned). Tri-Area Ministry is the largest food pantry in the Wake Forest, Youngsville,
and Rolesville area, serving 800 families each month. They provide food 
and personal hygiene products to our community members in need. Their donation
list always includes these basics: Peanut Butter, Jelly, Canned Fruit, Canned
Vegetables, Spaghetti Sauce (no glass jars), Canned Tuna or Chicken, Chef
Boyardee, Cereal, Grits, Rice, Dried Beans, Oatmeal, Mac 'n Cheese, Pasta/Noodles,
Crackers, Canned Soup, Diapers, Diaper Wipes and Feminine Hygiene Products. They
also accept paper products, toothpaste & toothbrushes, soap, dish detergent, etc. 
 Let’s continue to support this important ministry during the summer months when
hungry kids are home from school. Bring your donated items to Hope, and drop
them in the collection bins in the Gallery area (near the red doors).

LOCAL MISSIONS - COMMUNITY 

WWW.HOPELUTHERANWF.ORG/MISSIONS

SERVING YOUR NEIGHBOR 

FIRST AID TRAINING
A series of disaster relief medical training opportunities will be offered at Hope
over the coming months. We'd like to invite LERT-trained disaster response
volunteers, and others who wish to be better prepared for disaster response. Each
module will be scheduled on a separate date.
Module 1: August 27, 8:00-11:00AM; basic first aid training 
Module 2: CPR certification with AED training--date TBA
Module 3: trauma medical training for disaster responders (Stop the
Bleed/splinting and similar)--date TBA
Email Operations Manager Hilary Tew at htew@hopelutheranwf.org with any
questions about the training.

FOOD MINISTRY
Summer fellowship dinner.   All are welcome to a free Southern Spectacular Dinner
here at Hope, on Wednesday 8/24, 5:30-7:00PM. Brunswick Stew, cornbread, and
dessert will be served. Sit down and enjoy fellowship with others as you eat, or take
your dinners to go (meals-to-go available earlier). No cost, but free-will
donations will be joyfully accepted! All proceeds from this fundraising event will
help to purchase a cargo trailer and cooking equipment for Hope’s new Food
Ministry. This ministry is currently providing meals for people in our community
struggling with food security issues, and is getting ready to share meals in
communities affected by natural disasters. If you’re not able to be at the dinner,
but wish to support the ministry, mark your donation “Food Ministry.” Contact Pastor
Wayne or Hilary Tew in the church office for more information about this fun event.
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