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INTRODUCTION 
March 27, 2022 -- a day that may forever go down in history. On that day, an incident 
occurred that caused worldwide shock and sparked controversy that is still in discussion 
today. The violence of this event led to the perpetrator being exiled for 10 years, despite a 
heartfelt apology produced afterwards. What was this scandalous episode? What atrocity 
could evoke such offense at an international level? Nothing other than, “the slap heard 
around the world.” On that fateful night, actor Will Smith slapped comedian Chris Rock 
across the face, on stage at the 94th Academy Awards ceremony. The comedian made a 
joke about Will Smith’s wife’s shaved head (shaved as the result of an autoimmune 
disorder) and this resulted in Will Smith walking on stage, slapping Rock, and then 
shouting a couple profanities at him after he returned to his seat. This notorious altercation 
dominated the headlines and the internet for months afterwards. Will Smith was vilified, 
chastised, and banned from attending Academy events for the next 10 years. Was the slap 
justified? Was all this an overreaction? That’s up for you to decide. The question to ponder 
is this: in a world of such great violence, why would a simple slap incur such moral 
outrage? Perhaps in our time, as was the case in Jesus’ time 2,000 years ago, the slap is one 
of the most powerful symbols of disrespect and insult. That may be the very reason why 
Jesus chose to invoke this image in today’s reading.  
 
TODAY’S READING 
Before we begin today’s reading, let’s review the larger context at play. Jesus is in the midst 
of his famous “Sermon on the Mount.” The point of the Lord’s sermon is not to give us an 
even harder legalistic to-do list that we need to accomplish in order to be saved and loved 
by God. Rather, as sinners saved by Christ, we should seek to lovingly respond by living as 
Jesus did and embodying his actions and teachings. Re-read Matthew 5:11-2, as a good 
introduction, provided by Christ himself, to today’s topic. 
 
Now read through today’s reading, Matthew 5:38-42. Make note of anything that’s 
surprising you, or that seems unrealistic. Reflect for a moment on what Jesus is really 
saying in these challenging words. 
 
Jesus begins in verse 38-39 by once again citing the Old Testament Scripture, but this time 
inverting it in a surprising way. Rather than seeking retaliation and retributive justice as 
the Israelites were called to do in Old Testament times, Jesus’ disciples are called to radical 
non-resistance. Jesus himself lived this teaching out when he was arrested, insulted, struck, 
spit upon, beaten, and crucified. Note, that he’s not prescribing a legal or governmental 
system here, he’s prescribing how we as Jesus’ disciples should respond to personal insult 
and persecution. How does this statement strike you personally?  
 
As Americans, we are often passionate about the idea of defending ourselves and 
protecting our personal rights. As humans, we do not like the thought of letting others take 
advantage of us or disrespect us in any way. Yet, Jesus’ words remain, “If anyone slaps you 



on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.” Remember, as we learned from the Will 
Smith incident, the purpose of a slap is more to insult than to injure, to disrespect more 
than to physically harm. So how do you interpret this bold statement of Jesus? What are 
some situations where it would maybe be appropriate for a Christian to defend themselves 
physically or verbally? What are some situations where you shouldn’t?  
 
Jesus continues by saying in verse 40, “If anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him 
have your cloak as well.” According to the Lutheran Study Bible, the cloak was even more 
essential than the tunic. It doubly functioned as a covering for sleeping. In Exodus 22:26-
27, God explicitly commands that, “If you take your neighbor’s cloak in pledge, you shall 
return it to him before the sun goes down, for that is his only covering…in what else shall 
he sleep?” Again, this goes against our deeply ingrained American culture. Don’t we tend to 
say, “You sue me? I’ll sue you!” So how far do you think Jesus wants you to take this 
command? What would be situations where you should seek legal defense? What are 
situations where you shouldn’t? 
 
In verse 41, Jesus urges his disciples to “go the extra mile.” This common idiom had very 
real and literal implications for the Jewish people of his time. Their nation was occupied by 
the Roman Empire, whom they viewed as an evil overlord. Roman soldiers could force 
civilians to carry supplies and baggage for them. Imagine being forced to stop whatever you 
are doing and carry an enemy soldier’s belongings for a mile on their whim. Instead of 
resenting and resisting this, Jesus tells his audience to go even further than what they 
asked. And it’s safe to assume that Jesus would encourage them to do this with joy and love 
rather than anger. What are some ways that you can “go the extra mile” this week? Are 
there any “Roman soldiers” in your life that you tend to resent helping out? How can you 
love them this week? 
 
Finally, in verse 42 Jesus tells us to, “Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse 
the one who would borrow from you.” Again, our defenses and self-justifications begin 
immediately at this statement. “What if they’re ripping me off?” “What if they never pay me 
back?” “What if they use the money for bad purposes?” Drop your defenses for a moment 
and consider adopting an attitude of fearless, radical generosity. Certainly Jesus wants us to 
use discernment when it comes to our finances, but at the same time we may be better off 
erring on the side of being recklessly generous, rather than selfishly close-fisted. What are 
some ways you could be more generous this week with your time, talents, and treasures? 
 
PRAYER 
Lord help me/us live a life of fearless love and generosity. Help me/us let go of the need to 
defend myself/ourselves from every strike and insult. Help me/us trust that you are 
my/our defender. Give me/us the grace to forgive others when they wrong me, just as ou 
first forgave me/us. Amen.  
 
 


