
ST. MATTHEW PRESENTS THE CHRIST  

HOME STUDY: MONDAY, JANUARY 16, 2023 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Every week in our church services we lift up prayers for the sick and hurting. We all know people 

who are going through hard times, and whose health is failing. It’s tough to watch, tough to 

experience, and sometimes tough to understand. Where is our loving God, when good people are 

suffering from poor health? Why doesn’t he intervene? 

 

Today’s reading from Matthew’s Gospel reveals Jesus as a divine healer. When the Son of God 

walked on this earth, he performed many amazing miracles to restore health to God’s people. He 

demonstrated in tangible ways God’s compassionate heart. He intervened in amazing ways. 

 

One day, we’ll all experience God’s ultimate healing, when we go to heaven. No more sickness, no 

more pain, no more troubles! For today, though, let’s reflect on St. Matthew’s portrayal of Jesus as a 

healer. 

 

TODAY’S READING 

Note that the section we’re reading today takes place at the very beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. 

He’s been baptized by John, he’s gone through temptations in the desert, he’s begun to proclaim 

that the kingdom of God is at hand, and he’s called his first disciples. 

 

Now he starts to work and minister in the public eye. Read what Matthew says that Jesus does, as 

the first public evidence that he’s not just another human teacher. As you read these words, think 

about how Matthew is establishing the fact that Jesus is a divine being, who’s able to heal with 

divine authority. 

 

Read Matthew 4:23-25. 

 

Why do you suppose that Jesus started off by teaching in the synagogues of the Jewish people? 

 

Matthew notes, in verse 23, that Jesus taught, but also proclaimed the gospel (good news) of God’s 

kingdom. So far, Jesus is mostly talk, not action, right? Talking is important. Jesus’ words were very 

important. His teaching and proclamation, as we’ll see in the days ahead, conveyed divine authority 

to his hearers. 

 

But Jesus was not all talk. Next comes action! Verse 23 summarizes some thrilling, news-worthy 

actions of the Lord: “healing every disease and every affliction among the people.” Why do you 

suppose that God’s Son chose to heal so many people? Why is this particular kind of miracle so very 

revelatory about the heart of God? 

 



Do you think that sickness and healing was part of the perfect world that God created? Definitely 

not. Sufferings and health issues came along when human beings fell into sin. They are evidence 

that our world, and our lives, are a poor reflection of the kind of lives God intended for us. 

 

So when Jesus came along, healing sicknesses and curing diseases, was he demonstrating that God 

cares about the troubles we deal with in this world? 

 

Was he demonstrating that God is more powerful than any bodily afflictions that we experience? 

 

Was he demonstrating that God’s ultimate will for us is health and wholeness? 

 

How do you think people reacted to these powerful demonstrations of divine healing authority?  

 

Do you think they fully understood who Jesus was? Did witnessing a healing miracle cause people 

to have a fully-formed faith in the Lord? Or was more revelation of who Jesus is necessary for them? 

 

Read again verses 24-25. Try to imagine the scene described in these verses, with throngs of people 

clamoring around Jesus. Why such an intense reaction?  

 

Try to imagine how the news spread. Imagine you’re someone whom Jesus healed, in these early 

days of his ministry. Pretend you’re talking to a friend about what happened to you. What would 

you say about your healing? What do you think a person back then would have said about who 

Jesus is? 

 

PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, your healing power is great, and your compassion is deep. Visit and touch those who are 

afflicted, those who are in pain, those who need your strength and restoration. Make me/us an 

agent of your healing, and give me/us opportunities to minister to the hurting in your name. Amen. 


