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FINANCIAL FOCUS

FINANCIAL FRUITFULNESS
Fully devoted followers of Christ can be identified by the 
quality of the fruit of their lives. Jesus says in John 15:5, 
“I am the vine, you are the branches.  If you remain in 
me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me 
you can do nothing.”  Matthew 7:17-20 records Jesus’ 
words regarding false and true prophets: “Every good 
tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  A 
good tree cannot bear bad fruit and a bad tree cannot 
bear good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit 
is cut down and thrown into the fire.  Thus, by their fruit 
you will recognize them.”  Just as a tree is known by 
its fruit, spiritual fruit manifests the Holy Spirit’s work 
in Christians through the refinement of their character.  
People who live lives led by the Spirit are marked by the 
nine character traits that Paul identifies in Galatians 
5:22-23.  These characteristics of a spiritual life which 
generate spiritual fruit can be directly applied to 
stewardship and our finances.

The ordering of the list of the fruits with love being the 
first is significant.  1 John 4:7-8 states, “Dear friends, let 
us love one another, for love comes from God.  Everyone 
who loves has been born of God and knows God.  
Whoever does not love does not know God, because 
God is love.”   We love because Christ first loved us.  In 
1 John 4:21, Jesus has given us this command: “Anyone 
who loves God must also love their brother and sister.” 
Love is expressed by using our resources:  to build 
meaningful relationships with unbelievers so they can 
experience God’s love, to help fellow believers in need 
and to further God’s work.  

Biblical joy is choosing to respond to our circumstances 
in life with inner contentment because we know that God 
will use even suffering and trials to accomplish His work 
in and through us.  Paul wrote from a Roman dungeon 
“Rejoice in the Lord always; I will say it again, Rejoice.”  
(Phil 4:4)  We are told  in James 1:2 to “Consider it pure 
joy whenever you face trials of many kinds because you 
know the testing of your faith produces perseverance” 
which leads to us being mature and complete.  Joy 
is a decision to be content no matter what economic 
circumstances we find ourselves in because joy does not 
come from money and what it can buy but from Jesus 
when He is the focus of our lives.

Jesus wants to give us peace, which comes from trusting 
Him to provide for us, rather than worrying about money. 
(Matt 6:25-34) We have a part to play to have financial 
peace, including giving back to God at least 10% of all 
He has entrusted to us, making and sticking to a budget 
so we don’t live paycheck to paycheck, saving some 
money, and striving to be debt free.  We also need to 
be content with what we have, rather than wanting to 
accumulate more or always needing a newer version of 
what we have.

We live in a culture of instant gratification.  When we 
want something, we want it now, even if we don’t have 
the money to buy it.  Delayed gratification is an essential 
discipline for financial fruitfulness. Patience means we 
wait before buying so we can determine if it is a want or 
a need; it helps us discover what is really important and 
if there is a better use of our money, such as to pay down 
debt, save for emergencies, invest it, or have it available 
to bless others.

Kindness is a choice of using one’s time, talent and 
money to help others. It is choosing to give rather than 
keep everything for ourselves and comes at a cost, but it 
is love in action.  Biblical kindness looks like Jesus who 
gave all so that we could be free to become all we can 
be.

As the Holy Spirit works in our lives, our character 
changes and the goodness produced will help our 
lives and other people’s lives to flourish. Jesus says in 
Matthew 5:16 that as others see our good works, they will 
praise our Father in heaven.  We show our goodness by 
choosing God and people above our own financial goals 
and having the right motives of serving God and loving 
our neighbors.

Jesus tells a parable in Luke 16 about a steward who 

“But the fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness

and self-control.”
Galatians 5:22-23
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was accused of wasting his master’s possessions.  
From this parable we can learn an important lesson in 
financial faithfulness.  Faithfulness in little things is a 
prerequisite to being trusted with more.  Being dishonest 
in small things (like cheating on expenses or taxes) 
has consequences in the extent to which God can trust 
us.  How we handle our money is a good indicator of 
our heart condition and, in part, determines what kind 
of assets and responsibilities God entrusts to us, both 
now and in the age to come.  Individuals who use money 
primarily to enrich themselves prove untrustworthy of the 
trues riches of God’s Kingdom.  

Jesus identified Himself as having gentleness in 
Matthew 11:29 – “Take My yoke upon you and learn from 
Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls.” In Jesus’ day, taking the yoke of 
another meant coming under that person’s leadership.   
The financial fruit of gentleness comes from submitting 
ourselves to the Lord and following the biblical principles 
for managing our money and possessions.

Recorded in Proverbs 25:28, King Solomon penned, “A 
man without self-control is like a city broken into and 
left without walls.”  The walls of the city of our financial 
faithfulness are formed by having self-control.  That 
means we are living within our budget and being content 
with what we have. It also  means following biblical

principles in spending, saving and giving. Self-control is 
a fruit of the Spirit and not the result of our own power 
of discipline.  The Holy Spirit will help us to control our 
talents, skills and gifting so that we can build up wealth. 
Deuteronomy 8:18 tells us, “You shall remember the Lord 
your God, for it is He who give you power to get wealth.”    
May we all live lives led by the Holy Spirit.

YEAR END INFORMATION
December is the month when the Church tends to 
receive the most stock donations.  Here are the details 
for your financial advisor if you choose to give stock.  

Stock should be transferred for the account of First 
Presbyterian Church in North Palm Beach held at Morgan 
Stanley, account number 501-049930, DTC number 
0015.  If you plan on transferring stock, please let Gayle 
at the church know what stock you are donating.  We 
have had many instances in the past where we do not 
know who the donation is from and we want to make sure 
the donation is credited to you.

Remember that mailed contributions to the Church must 
be postmarked by December 31st.  Online contributions 
must be made by 11:59 pm on December 31st.  Thank 
you for considering the Church in your year-end giving.

The 2022 Record of Contributions will be mailed 
in early January.  They have everything you need to 
prove you made a charitable contribution to First 
Pres.  Please keep it with your tax records.  Please note 
that any documentation, including offering envelopes, 
that the Church relies upon in preparing your Record 
of Contributions will be disposed of within one year.  
Therefore, please review your statement carefully and 
inform our Financial Secretary, Laura Putman, of any 
apparent discrepancies so they can be resolved before 
the documentation is destroyed.

ROOTED TO FLOURISH STEWARDSHIP INITIATIVE
Although Stewardship Commitment Sunday was on 
November 13th, you may continue to submit your pledges 
either online or by completing the pledge card mailed 
to you or found in the pews and lobby. The completed 
pledge cards help the Finance Committee with 
budgeting for the upcoming year.  It is our prayer that if 
you consider First Pres to be your church home, that you 
will complete a pledge card.  As of 11/28/22 we received 
175 pledges totaling $880,000 to the General Fund, 
which is only 27% of our families. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES
For 2023, we are going back to boxed offering 
envelopes, rather than mailing them directly to you every 
two months.  For those who received offering envelopes 
in 2022, the boxes are available with your name on 
them in the lobby.  If you would like to begin receiving 
envelopes or want to discontinue using them, please let 
our Financial Secretary, Laura, know by calling the church 
office or emailing her at laura@firstpresnpb.org.  Please 
note that due to the decreased number of people that 
use offering envelopes, the number you had last year 
may not be the same as in the new year. Also, please do 
not use the new envelopes until January.

There are only two things 
that last forever – people’s 

souls and the Word.  Are we 
investing what we have in 

these things?
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

Kingdom Connection Kids
The Kingdom Connection Kids have been working hard 
to learn about and memorize Psalm 23, one of the most 
iconic and beloved Psalms. The children have been 
exceptional with their listening and participation skills 
and have earned a lot of Bible Bucks. On Wednesday, 
November 30th, they’ll have the opportunity to cash them 
in and buy some trinkets from our “store.”
 
Mark your calendars for our Meet Me at the Manger 
Christmas party on Wednesday, December 7th. Fun 
activities are planned; we will be focusing on the 
Shepherd/Nativity narrative from the Gospel of Luke. 
 
After the New Year, we’ll study the seven Great Promises 
of the Bible - from Genesis to Revelation.

Blessings, Trish Wikse and Sarah Keith

K’Motion

K’Motion is having a great fall semester and we are having 
a wonderful time getting to know one another.  We kicked 
off our semester jumping right into the New Testament 
teaching the life of Jesus, stories about all the miracles 
that Jesus performed, the people He helped and what 
He taught 
everyone 
about God. 
Our lessons 
are short 
and sweet 
and our 
students 
are 
engaged. 
From crafts 
to silly 
games, and our amazing classroom parties, there is never 
a dull moment in K’Motion.

If you are in kindergarten or first grade and you’ve never 
been to K’Motion- come hang out with us! We meet every 
Wednesday night from 6:30- 7:30 pm.

Blessings to all, Nicole Biltswitch and Leslie Kant
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Club 45

CLUB 45 FALLS INTO A SEASON OF FUN! 
CLUB 45 had a great fall semester.  We grew to know 
each other better through silly games and our fall study, 
INTEGRITY MATTERS. These lessons helped us to 
understand how to walk closer in faith with God.  
We also had some great times together!  BOWLING 
FOR BALDERDASH allowed us to “strike” up closer 
friendships and the ARE YOU SMARTER THAN A CLUB 
KID trivia competition against the “Seniors” of the church 
proved that we can keep up with the best of them!  The 
competition ended in a TIE!  
 
The 4th annual HILLARIOUS HAUNTED FAMILY ROAD 
RALLY in October was great fun. This friendly competition 
had families gather a list of random things and perform 
silly tasks throughout North Palm Beach as they bonded 
together in the family car.  
 
We “wrapped up” our fall with the ARE YOU MY MUMMY? 

Halloween party. We had a “spook-tacular” good time with 
lots of games, food and fun.
 

You can “join in all the REINDEER GAMES” at the Club 45 
Christmas Party on Wednesday, December 7th.   Also, sign 
up with Ms. Cary for an opportunity to participate in the 5 
PM Christmas Eve Pageant.  Club members can audition 
for a “lead role” in the pageant. 
 
If you are in 4th or 5th grade and have never tried Club 
45 – make it your New Year’s Resolution.  Club begins 
again in January in Hawkins Hall.
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Milestone Class: 2nd Grade 
Communion

This year our church family received fourteen  young 
ladies and gentlemen to receive communion on World 
Communion Sunday.  Karter Strand, Price Drozda, Liam 
Drozda, Gavin Pennington, Logan Pennington, Trent 
Grimmett, Sam Hutchen, Shay Peters, Zachary Wallace, 
Maverick Strand, Ryan Laird, Lucy Tutkowski, Maximo 
Johnson, and Penelope Rose participated in the two 
session class learning about the history of Passover and 
why Jesus was at the table with His disciples on the night 
He would be betrayed.  They also learned why we take 
communion today as a reminder of Christ’s sacrifice for 
us.

Real Life Children’s Ranch Carnival

It has been several years since we have had the 
opportunity to visit the Real Life Children’s Ranch and 

we wanted to reach out and have our First Pres kids  
get to know the mission that they support with their 
offering each week.  It was a delight to spend time with 
the Ranch families through fun carnival activities, food 
and fellowship.  The ranch is a special mission that the 
children of our church participate in by bringing their 
weekly offering.  To date the weekly offering total is $373.  
As we approached Stewardship Sunday, we talked about 
what God says about giving and ways we can serve God 
through actions, talents and finances that we are given.  
Our desire in Children’s ministries is to help our children 
learn to give with an authentic heart and to be generous 
in spirit. 

Mission Sunday
On mission Sunday, the children had a visit from Mark 
Mayers from the Real Life Children’s Ranch.  Mark was 
able to explain to our kids how the Ranch works and the 
children they help.  There were many thoughtful questions 
about why children live at the ranch and how we can help 
them in the future.  The children also investigated all the 
different missionaries and asked the question; “Who do 
you help?” Much was learned that day about how people 
give their lives to helping people know Jesus.  
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DECEMBER 7TH:  ALL WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTIES:  
6:00 - 7:30

DECEMBER 4TH:  AUDITIONS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE PAGEANT.  SIGN 
UPS WILL BE IN FELLOWSHIP HALL AFTER SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 10:30

DECEMBER 10TH:  SNOWY DAY TRIP FOR 2ND & 3RD GRADERS.  MEET 
AT CHURCH AND TRAVEL TO THE ICE SCULPTURES AT THE GAYLORD 
HOTEL, DINNER AT MEDIEVAL TIMES.  MEET AT CHURCH 9:00. CONTACT 
CARY KOEPKE FOR MORE INFORMATION @ 561-735-1750

DECEMBER 11TH:  LESSONS & CAROLS SUNDAY 9:30 AND 11:00

DECEMBER 18TH:  CHRISTMAS FEST:  YOU ARE INVITED TO COME AND 
CELEBRATE THE SEASON WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY AND FRIENDS.  
THIS FESTIVAL WILL HAVE SOMETHING FOR ALL AGES INCLUDING 
AMAZING MUSIC, PETTING ZOO, SMORE, SONS OF BBQ FOOD, AND OF 
COURSE OUR FAVORITE CHRISTMAS GUEST SANTA.  PLEASE REGISTER 
ON-LINE!!!  VISIT CHURCH WEBSITE FIRSTPRESNPB.ORG

DECEMBER 15TH:  CHRISTMAS PAGEANT SPEAKING PART REHEARSAL 
6:00

DECEMBER 21ST:  CHRISTMAS PAGEANT REHEARSAL. 6:00 - 8:00 MEET 
IN SANCTUARY

DECEMBER 24:  CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE 5:00. CAST CALL 
4:00

DECEMBER 29 - JANUARY 2:  FAMILY CAMPING TRIP.  WE HAVE A FEW 
SPOTS LEFT. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE CONTACT CARY KOEPKE 
@ 561-735-1750.

UP
C
OM

IN
G 

EV
EN
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Children’s Choir
Children’s Choir meets each week at 5:45 for dinner in Fellowship Hall and then in the chapel for music.  Children 
performed October 30th for our church family at both the 9:30 & 11:00 services.
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Midnight Mayhem
On October 21, 64 students and leaders from First Pres 
were joined by 40 others from Holy Spirit Lutheran 
Church and The Gathering Place in an adventure to 
Defy Trampoline Park and Fun Depot. It was a great 
night of jumping, playing and sharing meals together.

STUDENT MINISTRIES

Mission Fair
Our Sunday School 
classes attended the 
local mission fair and 
were challenged to 
visit and ask interview 
questions of our various 
mission partners. We 
are grateful to all who
spent time sharing 
about their missions 
work and the way God 
can continue using us to 
impact others.

Communicants Class
We have ten students participating in the Communicants Class 
this school year. Students will light the first Advent candle 
together on Sunday, December 4, at the 11:00 am service. Class 
will meet once a month all the way through April, at which point 
these students will join as members of our church! 
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Pilgrim’s Progress
On November 12 and 13, we welcomed an audience of over 375 people who came to see our cast of 30 students, 
5 stagehands, and numerous volunteers present a full-length production of Pilgrim’s Progress. Under the direction 
of Piper and Briley Crisafi, this incredible team pulled off an amazing performance with just two short months of 
preparation time (rehearsing only once per week!) We thank God for the way that He blessed this show and changed 
hearts in the process.
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Crew and Team
Crew/Team students are having a blast 
weekly with games, worship, hearing a 
great message, and discussing in small 
group time. We are so grateful to our 
small group and worship leaders that 
help make it happen!

College Small Group
College students meet weekly on 
Sunday mornings in The Way café. 
A college serve trip to Fort Myers 
with Samaritan’s Purse is currently 
underway. Mark your calendars for our 
Christmas college reunion as we will be 
gathering Friday, December 16, at 7 pm 
in The Way building.
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Upcoming Dates

December 7
Crew and Team Christmas Party

6-7:30pm in the Way and Upstairs CY

December 21
Crew and Team Christmas Caroling

6-8pm in the North Palm area

January 6
High School Hangout 

5pm-Midnight with laser tag, roller skating, golf carts, 
video games, IHOP ($65)

January 15
Student Life Deposit Deadline of $150

Camp is June 3-9 at Shocco Springs Conference Center 
in Talladega, Alabama. Net cost is $695 and includes 

transportation, camp fees, 2 nights in hotel, white water 
rafting, zip lining, and most meals
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GLOBAL MISSIONS

What is God Doing in Iran?
By Rev. Ron Hilliard

Iran is a Muslim state.  It is against the law for Muslims 
to convert to another religion. But it is the fastest 
growing church in the world (based on percentage) and 
God is at work in this country through dreams/visions 
and a variety of other ways.  The church is considered an 
underground church, meaning that they meet despite it 
being against the law. They gather in homes and private 
locations.  

There are several things to consider when trying to 
understand the Iranian Church.  One is that many in 
Iran are coming to faith and meeting in house churches.  
There are also many who have had to leave Iran in what 
is referred to as a diaspora (the dispersion, scattering, 

movement, or migration of any people from their original 
homeland).  Some refer to the Iranian people who 
are scattered as refugees.  They have all had to flee 
their homeland because of religious persecution.  For 
example, there are many Iranians living in Turkey.  They 
are assigned a town to live in. They need permission 
from the police to work, go on a trip outside their city, 
etc.  

There is a worldwide crisis of refugees living around 
the world today, with Iranians being one of the people 
groups living in other countries.  By the end of 2021, 
it is estimated that between 89.3 to 100 million 
people were forcibly displaced worldwide as a result 
of persecution, conflict, violence, or human rights 
violations. Refugees are people who have fled war, 
violence, conflict, or persecution and have crossed an 
international border to find safety in another country.

First Pres partners with an organization who does direct 
ministry with Iranian church leaders.  It is a ministry that 
is educating and supporting leaders of the church both 
in Iran and the Persian speaking Christians around the 
world.   
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The following are the four emphases of their educational 
ministry in developing leaders in the Iranian Church:
• Theological online education
• Mental health counseling, specifically with a focus on 

trauma
• Mentors- meeting in person or online with students
• Formation conferences where Iranian leaders 

gather and are encouraged, trained, and provided 
opportunities to engage in relevant topics.  

Recently, I had the opportunity to visit with our mission 
partner.  Two other people from our global mission 
team, Annabelle MacIntosh and Taylor Bartz, also 
traveled with me. The three of us attended a formation 
conference that took place in a location in Europe.  It 
was held at a local hotel and attended by 30 Iranian 
Christians who are refugees.  The five-day conference 
included teaching, worship, counseling, meals together, 
small groups, etc.  Topics for this conference were 1) 
Equality of men/women serving in the church (egalitarian 
emphasis); 2) Lament- giving a voice in the midst of 
suffering (Psalms);and 3) a Jonah Bible study.  

A few observations from our time with those attending 
the conference: 
• Many women are leaders of house churches
• All have suffered and share about being in prison, 

being arrested, being followed, etc.  This is expected 
if you follow Jesus. 

• All of them have had to flee Iran and are refugees.  
As a result, work is difficult to come by, health care 
is expensive, and each of their families suffers 
difficult circumstances. There is not much hope of 
ever leaving or going somewhere else.  

• Every person had a ministry in the church!  
Mentoring, teaching, pastoring, social media, 
worship, etc.  

 
We also learned about what is happening in Iranian 
culture.  With the recent death of Mahsa Amini, protests 
have been taking place in both Iran and by Iranians 
spread around the world.  Mahsa was a 22-year-old 
woman who was arrested and detained for alleged 
violations of the Islamic dress code for women (her hair 
was showing from under her hijab).  She died while in 
police custody. This has thrown Iran into what is being 
referred to as a revolution against the government and 
Islamic rules that do not value women.  The protests 
have led to a 325 people, many of whom are young 
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women and students, being killed by the police.  These 
protests were on the mind of all of the Iranians we met, 
including the leadership of our partner organization as 
equality for women is an important Biblical emphasis!  
The phrase, Woman-Life-Freedom, is prominent 
among the protesters.  The Iranian church where we 
worshipped had artwork of this movement on their 
screens in the front of the church.  Women in the 
congregation were holding signs with this phrase on 
it.  And while walking through the tourist section of the 
old city, we happened across a protest taking place with 
many holding signs and photos of people killed by the 
police.   At this time, almost 15,000 people have been 
arrested in the protests and five have been sentenced 
to death. 

The opportunity to see first-hand what God is doing 
in the Persian speaking world, and to meet Christians 
serving as leaders, was truly a privilege.  Annabelle, 
Taylor, and I are excited that FPC is partnering in this 
part of the world and look forward to learning more from 
our partners who are so faithfully raising up leaders to 
impact the Kingdom!
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Global Mission Partner Update

STEVEN AND BARBARA JOHNSON - YWAM HUNGARY

In their recent newsletter, the Johnson’s shared that the war in Ukraine has intensified and they are continuing to 
pray for and stand with their neighbors for faith, hope, and endurance.  They will be taking a van full of aid across the 
border into Ukraine within the upcoming week.  In Budapest, they are offering housing when needed and have been 
hosting a Bible study for Ukrainians every week in the coffee house. 

A month ago, they went on 
a staff retreat to Slovenia. 
Over the course of three 
days, they had some 
meaningful devotional 
times and got to hear life 
stories from several of their 
teammates.

The coffee shop has plenty 
of events happening 
throughout the week 
and they are happy to 
see how their ministry is 
working with organizations 
to facilitate events and 
grow their ministry. More 
churches are holding 
services in the coffee house. 
They were able to find a way 
to baptize new believers 
with what resources they 
have; in this case, an 
inflatable jacuzzi!

Steve and Barbara are 
excited to welcome 
grandchild number two from 
their daughter and
son-in-law, Emily and Justin, 
in March 2023! They are 
asking for prayers for a 
healthy pregnancy and a 
healthy new addition to their 
family.
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In November 2019, Ken Weda 
and his mentoree, Josh, now 
Rev. Josh Bartz, sat down to 
begin planning the first stand-
alone Local Missions Fair and 
pancake breakfast for First 
Pres. Wouldn’t Ken be proud to 
see what Josh accomplished 
with his steering committee 
exactly three years later. Covid 
caused the cancellation of that 
Fair, three days before it was 
scheduled to happen.

Ken was taken home and Josh 
developed and expanded the 
original plan. Rev. Suds expanded the food concept to 
breakfast sandwiches and barbecue lunch, wonderfully 
prepared by the Sons of Barbecue team and served 
the members and congregation over 100 breakfasts 
and over 300 barbecue lunches.

18 of the 24 Mission Partners that First Pres supports 
financially were there in the courtyard of the Church 

for all to connect with. Not only 
that, in the time between services 
they were blessed to be able to 
connect with each other. Ken would 
be smiling to see his wife Carolyn 
sitting with Annie Dougherty at the 
Crossroads Ministry table.

Local Missions Committee member 
Mary Arden Carrol represented 
Hannah’s Home, where she works, 
and regular Thursday Morning 
prayer breakfast volunteer, David 
Killian, drew many people to the 
Youth for Christ display.

As First Pres conducts its annual pledge campaign, 
the opportunity to visit with the leaders of these 18 
ministries, which share 5% of the Church’s annual 
general fund giving, was appropriate. What wonderful 
work you all support, not only financially, but by 
volunteering also. I pass on to you the thanks we 
received from those Mission Partners.

LOCAL MISSIONS

Three Years In The Making... First Pres Local Missions Fair
By Colin Wright, Elder, Chariman Local Missions
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Healthy Mother, Healthy Babies

The Local Mission Committee asked the congregation to participate in the collection of diapers, wipes and 
baby food for our mission partner, Healthy Mother, Healthy Babies (also known as Basics for Babies.)  A big 
thank you to everyone who donated.  We received over 1500 diapers alone!  In December we will hold the food 
drive for CROS Ministries to help the low income and homeless people in Palm Beach County. 
 
The Committee also responded to a call from Ministry 2 Men with an urgent appeal for help them with donating 
11 turkeys. Ministry 2 Men is loosely attached to Kairos. Its leader and many of its volunteers also volunteer for 
Kairos Prison Ministry.  In fact, many of the men they minister to are homeless former inmates. This year will 
be the 14th anniversary for their Thanksgiving dinner. First Methodist Church on US 1 in Hobe Sound opens its 
doors for this gathering on Saturday mornings once a month and for this Thanksgiving event.  It is an eclectic 
group of men, many of whom sleep rough in the woods close by. For Thanksgiving, they were well fed, provided 
with music, prayer, and a Christian speaker which was the author, Bill Perkins.

Mission Partners in attendance were:
Basics for Babies, CROS Ministries, Crossroads Prison 
Ministry, Dunklin Memorial Camp, First Care, First 
Priority, Gathering of Men, Gideons International 
Palm Beach County, Hannah’s Home, Healthy Mothers 

Healthy Babies PBC., Kairos Prison Ministry, Real 
Life Children’s Ranch, Refuge Ranch, Restoration 
Destination, St Georges Food Program, True Fast 
Ministries, Young Life-Palm Beach County, and Youth 
for Christ. 
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Refuge Ranch

The Refuge Ranch is a rehabilitation program in Martin County for women with addiction problems that First 
Pres has supported for a many years.  The Agape Class has chosen to give their offering to them last year and 
this year.  The class was invited to come to meet the women and have lunch, so 20 people made a trip out 
there on September 22.  The buildings and grounds are beautifully kept by the women—120 acres. They raise 
pedigreed deer as a part of their therapy, which restores their confidence, especially in being able to care for 
their own children that are being cared for by others while the women are in the program. The children can 
come to visit their mothers on Saturday afternoons.

The women commit to spending a year in the program and can stay for a Servant Leader Program.  Some 
also stay for a Transition Program before going back into society.  They do all the work themselves, including 
mowing large areas, raising food in a garden which they can and freeze, planning menus, cooking and cleaning.  
They learn about time management, budgets, working well with others and taking care of the buildings.  Most 
important of all, they are developing a personal relationship with God through Bible studies, group sessions 
and counseling.  There are no phones, internet or TV, but they play games and watch appropriate movies on 
Saturdays.  

No one is turned away because of inability to pay.  The Ranch is supported by individual donors and churches.  
The staff is committed for life to the women who go through the program.  The women stay in touch and often 
come back to visit.  Occasionally, when a woman has a setback or needs help, she comes back for restoration 
and encouragement.

It was a wonderful experience to see how our gifts are being used.  The women freely shared their stories 
of how blessed they are to be able to develop a relationship with the Lord and to restore broken family 
relationships.  

The setting is beautiful and peaceful.  The joy is obvious on each person’s face.  We were assured that learning 
hospitality by welcoming our group is part of the training that they get.  They happily accept donations of 
clothes and shoes.  If you have clothes to donate, please contact Carolyn Weda at ckweda@icloud.com.  
Donated cars are a great help for women who are able to find jobs but need transportation.
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Disaster Relief Fund

First Pres has a heart 
for helping others! 
For decades our 
congregation has 
donated money and 
manpower to assist 
in disaster relief for 
our state and for our 
mission partners 
in the Caribbean 
including Cuba, Haiti 
and Mexico.  Further, 
we have contributed 
to relief agencies 
including Missionary 
Flights International, 
World Renew and 
Samaritan’s Purse 
in order to expand 
our reach.  In 
2018 our Mission 
Committee formed a 
“Disaster Response” 
subcommittee in the 
aftermath of Tropical 
Storm Michael’s 
devastation of 
Mexico Beach in the 
panhandle of Florida. 
Hurricane Ian 
recently tore through 
the Caribbean and 
Florida, wreaking 
havoc and heartache.  
Our Disaster 
Response team 
answered the call, 
and has contributed $6,000 to date, with more to follow as we coordinate our hands-on work with Samaritan’s 
Purse in Ft. Myers Beach.  Bus trips continue with men and women of all ages climbing aboard for day trips. A 
special thank you to Rev. Southard for leading and driving the bus for these trips.  Additionally, our donations 
included funding toward replacement of the roof of Los Pinos Nuevo in Cuba (a mission partner) which was lost 
in the hurricane and for food purchases for First Presbyterian Church of Punta Gorda.

Donations to the Disaster Response fund are appreciated and may be noted on your church envelope or 
through our website’s Giving page where you can designate the “Disaster Relief” fund.  Equally important are 
volunteers for our team to help research needs and coordinate our responses.  If interested to serve, please call 
or text Jean Hochstetler (386-341-6179).
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Greetings from JoAnn Hayes
Coordinator of Senior Adult Ministries

As we approach the holidays, the song, “There’s No 
Place Like Home for the Holidays,” is already stuck 
in my head. There is truth in that statement. More 
than ever, we want to be with our families and friends 
in our homes, getting together and celebrating the 
opportunity to be together after so long apart. 

There are things we love about going home. When I 
pull into my driveway each day, I let out a huge sigh 
of relief at being there. I know I can make myself 
comfortable there; I know I am loved and accepted 
for who I am; I know that I will find companionship – 
in conversation and in the quiet.

Home looks and feels different for each of us. For 
some, home is tied to a relationship, and for others 
it’s tied to a specific place or time or even scent such 
as fresh baked goodies.

It’s also almost 2023…a new year …. a new beginning, 
a fresh start, high hopes, promises to make positive 
changes – all of these things are associated with the 
new year.  And God is right along side of us guiding 
and loving us through it.

<<< Jennifer 
McQuown 
on staff at 
the beautiful 
Mandel Public 
Library in 
WPB and a 
member of 
First Pres was 
our October 
Senior Adult 
Ministry 
speaker. She 
presented a 

PowerPoint slide show  of the wonderful programs the 
Library  offers to children and adults.

ADULT MINISTRIES (60+)
Calendar of Events for

December 2022 and January 2023
Please RSVP to JoAnn Hayes at

 jhayes@firstpresnpb.org or 561-308-9206

•••

HOBE SOUND SINGING CHRISTMAS TREE
Friday, December 2nd • Starts at 6:00pm

Hobe Sound Baptist Church
Leaving our church at 4:45 pm

There is no cost – maybe a free will offering
 

DECEMBER OTLB – OUT TO LUNCH 
BUNCH AT NOON

Friday, December 9th at 12:00pm
Seminole Inn in Indiantown

We are carpooling. Please let me know if you 
will drive and take a few people with you.

Leaving church at 11:00am

NO ADULT SENIOR DINNER IN DECEMBER

JANUARY OTLB – OUT TO LUNCH BUNCH 
AT NOON

Friday, January 13th at 12:00pm
Gallery Grill in Tequesta

JANUARY SENIOR ADULT DINNER & 
PROGRAM – 5:30 PM

Friday, January 27th
SPEAKER/PROGRAM TO BE ANNOUNCED

KING’ ACADEMY PRESENTS “THE MUSIC 
MAN”

Saturday, March 11th at 1:00pm
Ticket price is $35/person. Tickets go on 
sale January 26th. If you want me to order 

your tickets, please let me know by Monday, 
January 23rd.
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE

Some of us were blessed to celebrate birthdays with special people: 

  

         

Savilla Beasley’s 90th birthday party                                    Drew Adams’ birthday celebration

A “Luncheon to Encourage Caregivers” was held on 
October 19th in the Fellowship Hall.  20 caregivers 
attended and 14 Congregational Care Committee 
members contributed to the planning the event and 
serving the guests.  Catherine Hilliard shared how she 
became involved in caregiving and encouraged those 
who love their families in this way. Attendees received 
a copy of the book Catherine co-authored with Dr. Roy 
Cook, “Reassuring Guidance,” along with a gift bag. 
Ken Coleman’s delicious lunch was appreciated.

All Saints Day was observed on November 1st  in the 
Sanctuary at 5 PM.  All Saints Day is traditionally a 
time set aside to remember the followers of Jesus 
who have died in the previous year. Those who 
attended saw their loved ones pictured in a slideshow, 
along with appropriate readings, music, and prayers.  
Many lit candles in remembrance of those they 
love.  Rev. Nielsen’s sermon spoke of the promises 
of Heaven, and the service was completed with the 
Lord’s Supper to help us to remember that our loved 
ones are now united to us in spirit.



The Messenger | December 2022 / January 2023

22

FAMILY NEWS

Psalm 116:15 states, “Precious in the sight of the 
Lord is the death of His faithful servants.”

Pray for these families during this difficult time:

Lisa Jost, loving wife to Rick for 
less than seven years and mother 
to Mallory and Megan passed 
unexpectedly on September 21. Her 
parents are long time members Bill & 
Stephanie Brasch.  Lisa was very active 
as a volunteer in the church preschool.

John Blackmon, beloved husband of 
Diane, passed on September 22. John 
served on the Finance Committee and 
the Blackmons have been members 
since 1985.

Lucius (Lu) Jacob joined First Pres in 
2016.  He passed on October 13.  His 
wife, Jane, preceded him in death.

Allan Schultz, loving husband to 
Glenda, passed on October 17 after a 
long illness.  They have been members 
since 2008.

Richard Halpern and his wife, Beth, were long time 
friends of Lucky Arnold.  He passed on October 30.

Jimmy Goodwin, beloved husband of 
Maggie, passed on November 3.  They 
have been church members since 
2009, and Jimmy served as a deacon 
and on the Finance Committee.

Sharon Gelley passed on November 4.  
Her husband, Gerry, passed in August 
of this year.  They have been members 
of First Pres for 15 years and both were 
Monday morning offering counters.

Ed Elliott passed on November 10th.  
He and his wife, Terry were founding 
members of First Pres.  He served 
as trustee for most of his 60 years 
of membership, and served on the 
Finance Committee.

Sara Parente passed on November 
19 after a long illness.  She was very 
active with congregational care and 
women’s ministries.

NEW COVENANT PARTNERS
Here are the new covenant partners who joined the 
family in the last few months:
Amyleigh Atwater, James & Joan Baker, States 
Hines, Stephen Heiman, Aaron Hoffman, Sebastian 
& Rebecca Loaiza, Philip & Jean McCool, Carlos & 
Jessica Meneses, Robert Metzler, and Patricia Woodall.

The following people have ben examined by Session 
and will join the family on December 4th: Patricia 
Aslanis, Susan Chalko, Sara Gordon, Stephanie 
Hawkins, Timothy Hawkins, Jeannie Mitchell, Suzanne 
Moody, Chet Nedwidek, Andre Robins, Jeanine 
Thomson, and Sophia Thomson.

NEW OFFICERS
At the Congregational meeting on November 13, the 
following officers were elected, who will actively serve 
for 3 years, from 2023-2025:

Elders: Vickie Miller (Congregational Care), Alan 
Mulcahy (Discipleship), Ann Pennington (Children) and 
Peter Venzara (Local Missions)
Deacons: Roy & Maribel Bleeker, Anita & Roger Bollier, 
Seth Cohen, Ben Corbin, Wendy Eissey, Clinton Hafford, 
Robin Miller, Jodi Rykse and Michael South.
Trustees: Penny Arnold, Frank Higginbotham and 
David Talley.  Jim Bennett was elected to the Class of 
2024, replacing Shannon Ginn who moved away.
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the Prayer Garden in Ralph’s memory.  Last year the Gooley 
family placed a plaque in the Prayer Garden as a memorial 
to Rev. Tim Gooley.  It only seems right that there should 
be one dedicated to Ralph Mabie, so now that we know the 
history of the Prayer Garden, we will order one.  Come and 
visit the now “not so secret” Prayer Garden.  

Notice the flowers in the picture on the outside of the Prayer 
Garden. On Saturday, November 5th many people gave 
up their morning to plant flowers and mulch all over the 
campus and touch up paint the walls in the Prayer Garden.   
Special thanks to Bob Johnson for purchasing the plants and 
organizing the event, and for he and Jack Baldwin drilling 

the holes the week before. 
We appreciate the following 
members for their help: Nancy 
Ackles, Gayle Coughanour, 
Maryann Fleming, Ric Hallquist, 
Pamela Jacobson, Easton 
Johnson, Bruce & Diane Kay, 
Jamie Leavitt, , Becca Nabhan 
with daughters Ellie, Selah 
& Eden, Ken Nielsen, Barry 
Romoser and Matthew Wallace.

Women’s Circle

Women’s Circle is for women 
of all ages.  On Tuesday, 
December 13, the Women’s 
Circle will meet in the 
sanctuary at 10 am where the 
preschool choir will perform 
for us.  The next Circle will 
meet on Tuesday, January 17, 
2023, at 10 am in the chapel.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Prayer Garden

Apparently the First Pres Prayer Garden should be called the 
Secret Garden because so many people don’t even know we 
have one!  The Prayer Garden is attached to the south side 
of the Chapel building. Although the 
Chapel was built in 1968, the Prayer 
Garden was added in 2000.  Shirle 
Mabie was the Church Secretary 
at the time (but was promoted to 
Administrator in 2001 and served 
in that capacity until she retired 
in 2006.)  Her husband, Ralph, 
passed away in March 1999.  She 
wanted to do something to honor 
him and discussed with Rev. Arnold 
the possibility of having a prayer 
garden in Ralph’s memory.  She 
worked with the architect who 
was beginning to draw plans for 
the Youth building (renamed The 
Way building) to design the Prayer 
Garden.  Shirle paid for building 
the entire Prayer Garden.  She 
found the gate at a demolition yard.  
Her children donated one of the 
benches.  Bob and Joan Johnson 
donated the fountain in memory 
of their son, Eric.  When it was 
completed, Shirle spent a lot of time 
sitting there, missing Ralph.   Since 
then, it has become a place for 
solitude and prayer and there was 
even a wedding there performed by Rev. Arnold for Peter and 
Jacqui Venzara.  Many people over the years have worked 
on trying to keep the garden from being overgrown.  There 
are some very prolific plants in there, which require constant 
care.  Bob Johnson has made it one of his personal missions 
to maintain it for the glory of God.  If you enjoy gardening 
and want to help with the upkeep of the Prayer Garden or any 
of the plantings around the Church, let Bob Johnson know.  
He would love to have the help.

One thing Shirle forgot to do was to get a plaque to dedicate 
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SERMON SERIES
The first Sunday of Advent began on November 27th 
and will continue for three additional Sundays. There 
are special readings and the lighting of the Advent 
Candle by various members of the congregation.   

The sermon series is entitled “The Hopes and Fears 
of All the Years.” In 1865, after leading a midnight 

Christmas service in Bethlehem, Philips Brooks wrote 
his now-famous Christmas carol, “O Little Town of 

Bethlehem” about his experience. He distills in a line 
what Christians have claimed for millennia: that “the 
hopes and fear of all the years” – the deep longings 

of the human spirit for peace, justice, home, and 
spiritual reality – all cohere in the person of Jesus 
Christ. The series follows the lectionary texts for 

Advent and Christmas from the prophet Isaiah as we 
reflect on how all our deepest hopes and fears come 

together in the arrival of Jesus.

DEVOTIONAL
 If you have not yet picked up your copy of the Advent 
& Christmas 2022 Prayerbook, they are available in 
the lobby of the sanctuary or you can view them on 

the church website, www.firstpresnpb.org.

CHRISTMAS LESSONS & CAROLS
On December 11, the Sanctuary Choir and a mixture 
of instrumentalists will present the annual Christmas 
Lessons & Carols.  There are only two services that 

morning, at 9 am and 11 am.  

CHRISTMAS FEST
Join us as we celebrate the Christmas season at 
our annual all-church Christmas Fest on Sunday, 
December 18, from 5:00-7:00pm!  We will have 
live music, delicious food from Sons of BBQ, hot 
chocolate, s’mores and fire pits, crafts, cookie 
decorating, a petting zoo, a live nativity, and so 

much more! Children can also visit with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus! All are welcome to come join in the fun 
with our church family and surrounding community! 
With such a large outreach event, we are looking for 
serving hands to help make this Christmas Fest a 

success! If you are interested in volunteering, you can 
email Kara Avila (kavila@firstpresnpb.org), or call the 

church office and ask to speak with Kara.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
5 pm is the family service with the children’s pageant
7 pm and 9 pm are the traditional candlelight services


