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FINANCIAL FOCUS

By Gayle Coughanour

The parable of the rich young ruler, found in Matthew 
19, Mark 10 and Luke 18, at first glance appears to 
be telling us that in order to have eternal life that we 
need to sell everything we have, give it to the poor and 
then follow Jesus. If that was a command from God for 
everyone, there probably wouldn’t be many followers 
of Christ. Actually, Jesus told this to the rich young 
ruler because God knows each of our hearts and in the 
short conversation He had with him, Jesus was able 
to quickly confirm the one barrier that separated the 
ruler from God – he loved his wealth and the social 
position that came with it more than God.

Allow me to explain this parable and how it applies 
to us today. The rich young ruler was most likely a 
Jewish ruler in a local synagogue because a Roman 
ruler would not address Jesus as teacher or master. 
He inquired of Jesus what he needed to do to have 
eternal life. The first thing the ruler didn’t understand 
was that salvation is about what God did for us 
(sinners) rather than what we do for God. The second 
thing he did not understand is that only people as 
good as God and keep the law perfectly can earn 
a right standing with Him. This disqualifies all of 
us, which is why we are in need of the Savior, Jesus 
Christ, who died in our place so we can have a right 
standing with God.

Jesus’ response to the ruler was, “If you want to 
receive eternal life, keep the commandments.” (Note 
that God’s commandments found in the Old Testament 
are a tutor to bring people to Himself (Gal. 3:24) but 
the only way to God is through faith in Jesus (John 
14:6.) The ruler asked which of the commandments, to 
which Jesus cited 5 or 6 of them (depending on which 
text is read), knowing that the ruler was breaking 
the greatest commandment. He didn’t love the Lord 
with all his heart. The ruler considered himself to be 
faultless concerning the law, as he responded that 
he has always kept them, which was the point Jesus 

challenged. Jesus told him if he wanted to be perfect, 
he needed to sell his possessions, give to the poor, 
and follow Him, with the promise that the ruler would 
have treasure in heaven if he did these things.

Deciding that Jesus was asking too much, the young 
ruler turned his back on Jesus and went away sad. 
He was emotionally torn, but his decision proved the 
object of his devotions, which was his wealth. Jesus 
used the ruler’s love of money to show how he fell 
short of God’s holy standard. Far from keeping all the 
commandments as he claimed, the man was a sinner, 
just like all of us. The law proved it. He made an idol 
of his wealth and loved it more that God. The problem 
was not the riches themselves, but that he trusted in 
them rather than God, and believed that life with God 
could somehow be bought. If he had looked beyond 
his great possessions, he would have seen the real 
possession of those who believe, and that is eternal 
life.

Do we spend our time and money pursuing things 
which give us temporary pleasure, or pursuing God, 
who gives us true joy and eternal life? “For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:21).

•••

For the fiscal year, which began 8/1/2021 and 
included 7/31/2022, the Church received a total of 
$3,243,121.66. This includes contributions to the 
various funds of the Church, along with interest, 
dividends, facilities use income, preschool income, 
and program income. Here is the breakdown:
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE

October 2

On the first Sunday in October, Christians around the 
world celebrate the Lord’s Supper as the global body of 
Christ. At First Pres, we will be mindful of the millions of 
Christians who worship with us in other languages and 
other countries. Teams of elders will take communion to 
members of our community who are not able to come in 
person. Visiting these members of our community with 
the bread and the cup is a joy for all involved.

Wednesday, October 19, 10:30am-12:30pm, 
Fellowship Hall

If you are in a season of life in which you are caring for a 
loved one or a friend, we invite you to a special luncheon 
just for you. We want to encourage and support you as 
you care for both yourself and your loved one. To RSVP 
or for more details, visit the church website or call the 
church office at 622-8818 and leave a message for Kara 
Avila.

Tuesday, November 1, 5pm, Sanctuary

All Saints’ Day is traditionally a time set aside to 
remember the followers of Jesus who have died in the 

previous year. We will honor their memory with a slide 
show of loved ones photos, appropriate readings, music 
and prayers. Taking the Lord’s Supper together will help 
us to remember that our loved ones are even now united 
to us in spirit though we miss them in the body. Please 
join us to worship God and to honor the lives of those we 
have lost.

We are collecting the photos of those who have died 
since November 1, 2021. You can send them by email to 
kavila@firstpresnpb.org. Call Pastor Elizabeth with any 
questions at 622-8818, x. 104

[In the New Testament, the term “saints” does not refer 
to especially holy people but to all who follow Jesus. See 
Romans 1:7 “To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called 
to be saints.”]

Friday, November 11, 6-8pm, Fellowship Hall

Wondering how you will survive the weeks surrounding 
Thanksgiving and Christmas? Are you dreading these 
holidays, knowing that everything has changed and that 
happy memories from past years can’t be recreated?
GriefShare’s Surviving the Holidays seminar is especially 
for people who are grieving a loved one’s death. You’ll 
learn:

• How to deal with the many emotions you’ll face 
during the holidays

• What to do about traditions and other coming 
changes

• Helpful tips for surviving social events
• How to discover hope for your future 

Call Kara Avila at 622-8818, x 119 to RSVP or email her at 
kavila@firstpresnpb.org.
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Greetings from JoAnn Hayes
Coordinator of Senior Adult Ministries
jhayes@firstpresnpb.org

Is it Fall yet? Does 
it feel like it is? It 
doesn’t really but my 
Florida azaleas are 
starting to blossom so 
to me, that means it’s 
Fall. I pray that you all 
have been having a 
wonderful Fall season 
– even if it has been 
VERY hot!

ADULT MINISTRIES (60+)

Adult Senior Ministry Advisory Board
Did you know we have an advisory board for Senior Adult Ministry?  It is made up of people who love to have fun, what 
to meet others from our church and love to serve.  We meet quarterly to plan volunteering opportunities, our guest 
speakers each month for our monthly dinners, where to go for our OTLB, what plays do we want to see this year and 
what short trips we can take as a group. They are such a big help in planning the event and thinking ahead “How will 
we get there? How far do we have to walk? etc. It’s wonderful having extra “eyes” and “brains” to think ahead.  When 
you see them, please thank Nancy Ackles, Anita Culp, Linda Gordon, Sharon Hayward, Nancy Keeler, Ellen Reed, Hazel 
Stackhouse and Trena Wilkerson.

Studying the Word of God:
Join a Small Group
There are many opportunities, (days, times) to be part of 
a small group. Check our website or call the church office 
to find out where and when.

Women’s Small Group meets every Thursday morning 
at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Contact me at jhayes@
firstpresnpb.org if you would like to join OR just show up.

•••

How do you use your talents &
gifts to serve others?
God has uniquely placed your life with all your 
experiences, talents, gifts and resources as part of 
the Senior Ministry at First Presbyterian Church. Your 
purpose is to bring glory to Him and to share the joy 
of His love and Good News with others. There are so 
many ways to serve at FPC. If you want to serve but 
don’t know where, I would be happy to help you.
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Out to Lunch Bunch

Friday, October 14th @ Noon
Join us at Carrabas Italian Grill in North Palm Beach, 
FL. They have wonderful Italian food. After lunch you 
can visit the best “Dollar Store” in town in the same 

shopping center.

Friday, November 11th @ Noon
Join us at Pelican’s Café in Lake Park, FL. Enjoy 

Upscale American Fare in a very classy dining room.

•••

Senior Dinner & Program
Friday, October 28th @ 5:30pm

Join us as we enjoy a scrumptious dinner together. 
Our speaker that evening will be Wendy Sartory Link, 

Palm Beach County’s Supervisor of Elections.

Friday, November 25th @ 5:30pm
Our guest speaker will be FPC’s very own Bob 

Johnson. I have heard him called “preacher,” “saint,” 
“helper,” and “best friend.” I can’t wait to hear his 

story.

•••

Off to the Theatre

King’s Academy has some fabulous shows this 
year, including “The Music Man.” Tickets go on sale 
January 26th.

The Eissey Theatre has great musical programs. 
“Hits from “Queen” will be at the Eissey on February 
27th. Tickets go on sale Oct 3rd.

Let me know if you would like me to purchase a 
ticket(s) for you & your family.

•••

Let’s Take a Trip in 2023

• Solid Waste Authority
• Brightline Train Trip to Miami for Lunch
• Trip to the West Palm Beach Library
• Jupiter Island Boat Tour

Did you know we have a Fellowship 
Committee at FPC?

It is a committee made up of church members 
involved in providing a warm welcoming church 
climate that promotes Christian love and hospitality 
among the members and visitors of our church.

I have the pleasure of serving on this committee 
along with others involved with greeting, welcoming 
and serving Coffee in the Courtyard. This past week 
at our meeting we celebrated Annie Dougherty and 
how she has used her gifts and talents wonderfully to 
serve God and us around our church community.
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Crew & Team

Our final Crew & Team of the summer was a tropical 
Luau celebration, complete with a limbo and hula hoop 
competition. We were challenged by a message about 
what God had taught us over the summer, and what that 
might look like to practice faith, in new ways during the 
school year.

Thriller Thursday - Water Day

STUDENT MINISTRIES

Students had a blast at ‘Water Day,’ our last Thriller 
Thursday of the summer. There were several water games, 
a giant inflatable slide, and slip-n-slide kickball. It was a 
great day to make new friends, and enjoy the last few days 
of summer break.

Serve Day at Hannah’s Home

An amazing group of 24 students and leaders met at 
Hannah’s Home. It was a hot August day, as we pulled 
weeds, trimmed trees, cleaned ceiling fans, disinfected 
baby toys, and had a wonderful day serving others 
together. The volunteer coordinator shared about the 
ministry, as our team was blessed to help clean up their 
property, in little ways that blessed the residents. Our 
students were able to meet one of the residents and their 
sweet baby boy. It was an impactful morning to see Jesus 
work in our students and community to teen moms.

All-Church Dinner & Talent Show
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Over 150 people gathered to enjoy our annual Talent 
Show, back by popular demand. Thank you to Ken 
Coleman & Linda Amero, our amazing kitchen staff, for 
preparing dinner and Jay Arnn, Lauren Clark, and Molly 
Shippy for providing our dinner music. After dinner, we 
were entertained by a wonderful variety of musicians, 
dancers, comedians, and athletes representing ages 7 
through 88! Piper & Nick Crisafi did an incredible job 
connecting, communicating with, and introducing our 
talented performers. Our awesome AV staff, Evan Schulz 
& Nathan Nettles, made it possible for all to present their 
God-given talents. We are so grateful for opportunities 
like these to connect and enjoy each other’s fellowship!

Student Ministry shared at Agape 
Sunday School Class

In early August, several middle school and high school 
students, along with two young adult leaders who had 
attended Student Life camp together this past June, 
shared their experiences with the Agape Sunday School 
class. They were asked to consider three questions 
beforehand. Below is an overview of some of their 
responses.

What was their favorite part of camp?
• Not having cell phones, so they had more meaningful 

face-to-face experiences.
• Meeting students from other churches.
• Experiencing morning worship together.
• Small group time together.
• Times of confession and sharing struggles with one 

another.

In what ways did they see God working at camp?
• Seeing friends give their life to Christ.
• Having deep conversations about faith.
• Building new relationships beyond camp.
• Feeling more drawn to God each day.

How did camp affect their relationship with the 
Lord?
• Feeling closer to the Lord again, after a time of 

feeling distant.
• Deciding to follow Jesus. Beginning to study the Bible, 

and listen to Christian music.
• I became the best version of myself.
• Experiencing God fully, in a new way.
• Feeling more a part of the church community.
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It was a great experience for some of our students and 
leaders, to reflect on the time we spent together, and 
what God has done in our lives. We were thankful to share 
with the Agape class, and so grateful for their prayers and 
financial support.

College Coast-to-Coast Adventure

When our FPC students graduate high school and go on 
to college, it is always a special reunion for them to gather 
again over the summer and their holiday breaks. This 
summer, after a great week in the mountains, our students 
met weekly to study God’s Word, read a C.S. Lewis book, 
and spend time together. Several students were able 
to gather for an end of summer Coast-to-Coast sunrise 
to sunset adventure. We watched the sunrise over Juno 
Beach, had breakfast together and traveled over to Fort 
Myers. The day was spent at a trampoline park, having 
lunch, exploring downtown shops, a scavenger hunt, and 
finally a sunset picnic in Sanibel, before driving home to 
North Palm Beach. While the sunset didn’t quite work out 
as hoped, we enjoyed the day together before the start of 
the next college semester.

Fall Drama Performance Practice

Over thirty students auditioned and have been casted for 
our upcoming performance of “The Pilgrims Progress” 
under the direction of the talented Piper, Nick, and Briley 
Crisafi. Please pray for us as we prepare, learn, and grow 
together, to present a show in just two months. You don’t 
want to miss this show!

Upcoming Events

Friday, October 21st from 5pm-Midnight
Middle School Midnight Mayhem

Grades 6th-8th
$65 for Chick-Fil-A, trampoline park, laser tag, go carts, 
games, pizza, transportation, and more! Register on the 
church website or app, as space is limited and spots are 

filling up.

Saturday, November 12th at 3pm & 7pm
Sunday, November 13th at 3pm

“The Pilgrim’s Progress” Student Ministry Performance
Seats must be reserved online, in advance. Suggested 

donation of $5, at the door.

Save the Date for Student Life Camp June 3-9, 2023!
We are going to Alabama, grades 6th-12th, $695 includes 
bus transportation, hotel accommodations before camp, 
white water rafting, ziplining, Shocco Springs camp fees, 

and most meals. More information coming soon!

•••
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LOCAL MISSIONS

First Presbyterian Church Partners with St. George’s

When board members of St. 
George’s Center came to First 
Presbyterian Church in early 
summer to share the Center’s 
plans to move to a temporary 
location for two years while 
its current site was being 
reconstructed, the church 
leadership jumped at the chance 
to offer assistance. Having a 
beautiful commercial kitchen on 
site and St. George’s in need of 
one, it was a natural partnership!

Since August 1st, the St. George’s 
cook, along with North County 
Church and volunteer groups, 
seized the opportunity to 
use First Presbyterian’s well-
appointed kitchen for meal 
prep before transporting it to 
Victory City Church in Riviera 
Beach. Located three blocks 
away from St. George’s past and 
future home, Victory City is the 
temporary St. George’s food 

service distribution site where 
150 to 180 guests are served 
daily.

Also, on Tuesday mornings, 
up to 15 members of First 
Presbyterian Church gather 
together to make sandwiches 
for St. George’s. The group 
sets up an assembly line to 
stack ham and cheese on 
250 sandwiches and delivers 
them to St. George’s at Victory 
City Church for noontime 
distribution.

It’s committed partners like 
First Presbyterian Church 
that keep St. George’s up and 
running and the hungry and 
homeless fed in Riviera Beach.

Thank you for your partnership,

Alex Kramer, Board President 
of St. George’s Center

•••

First Pres Local Mission Fair

It’s been several years since we have had a Local Mission Fair, but it is happening this year! On Sunday, 
November 6th from 9 am to 1 pm you can get to know our mission partners as they are coming to us. Enjoy 
brunch/lunch provided by the Sons of Barbeque. Connect with friends and family as you celebrate what God is 
doing in and through our Church.
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Alex Deuscher, our church planting partner in Berlin, 
Germany visited First Pres at the end of August. He 
shared with us in worship, met with the Global Mission 
Committee and met with various folks who are part of 
our church community. One of the things that the Global 
Mission Committee is focusing on is care for our mission 
partners. Alex’s visit was a wonderful time to connect with 
him, hear about his family and how they are doing, and 
to hear a report of the church which is located in East 
Berlin. Alex shared with us the impact that Covid had 
on the church but now they are reopening. Many of their 
members have moved out of the city, but new people 
are attending. Alex also shared that he has transitioned 
from being the lead pastor. He is still part of the church 
staff and is teaching and preaching. He has also started 
serving with City to City (Europe) and is raising funds 
from churches in Europe to support the church planting 
movement in Europe. It was wonderful to host Alex and 
we are excited about the future of the church plant in 
Berlin under the leadership of their new pastor, Joseph.

Shadi Fatehi visited First Pres in early September. 
She serves with PARS, a ministry that educates and 
trains leaders for the Farsi (Persian) speaking church 
in Iran around the world. PARS has an online program 
to educate leaders and also provides mentoring, 
trauma care and encouragement for their students. The 
mission of PARS is to equip and mobilize the Iranian 

church by training a new generation of biblically rooted, 
theologically informed and spiritually mature servant-
leaders, committed to shepherd the church in loving God 
and neighbor, transforming the Persian-speaking world 
for the glory of God. This is an amazing ministry and 
First Pres is grateful for the work of PARS and value their 
partnership in ministry. Shadi is also pursuing a graduate 
degree at St. Andrews and hopes to eventually earn 
a Ph.D. and teach. While with us in North Palm, Shadi 
spoke in all of our worship services, met with various 
groups in the church, and also met with the members 
of the Global mission committee. Shadi preached at 
Providencia Pres, our daughter church, while she was 
with us.

Medicine for Cuba! Toward the end of the summer 
First Pres was asked to help be a part of helping bring 
medicine to Cuba to treat victims of an explosion. Local 
pharmacies and doctors contributed meds specifically 

to treat burn victims. Rev. Hilliard collected the meds, 
packed them up, and took them to Havana. The meds 
were then transported to the hospital treating the burn 
victims and given directly to the doctors serving in the 
hospital. Money for this project was donated from several 
churches who are involved in Cuba and also the Global 
mission committee contributed funds to help bring the 
meds to those in need. It is exciting to be a part of a 
church that cares for the needs of others in our world!

Support for global missions at First Pres comes from 
your contributions to the Global Mission Fund. This is 
above and beyond giving to the general fund. If you 
would like to support our mission partners around the 
world, you can designate your contribution for Global 
Missions.

GLOBAL MISSIONS
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Back to School Bash and Clubs 
Kick- Off
This year’s Sunday School kick off was a blast! As we 
head into the new school year, we celebrated the end 
of summer and the beginning of fall with crazy games, 
cream pie in faces and finally, an ice cream sundae!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

Clubs stated on August 24th this year with our annual 
water games and slides. Over 100 kids came to have 
some fun in the water and enjoy some amazing sno-
cones. The flow of blueberry and red cherry was a 
crowd favorite.
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There are 3 clubs that meet on Wednesday night at 
6:30 – K’Motion (K-1st grade), Connection (2nd & 3rd 
grade), and Club (4th & 5th grade.)

Music with Mr. Jay begins with pizza at 5:45 and song 
at 6:00.

K’Motion

We welcome all our new families and students 
to K’Motion. This year we’ll be teaching the New 
Testament with our students. Through Bible stories, 
skits, and games, our lessons will help them better 
understand the Bible and God’s love for us.

We’ve had so much fun the last three weeks getting to 
know our students. This is going to be a fabulous year 
and we look forward to making wonderful memories 
with our students and their families.

Blessings to all,
Ms. Leslie and Mrs. Nicole
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Kingdom Connection

What do still waters, green pastures, and the shadow 
of death have in common? This imagery, from Psalm 
23, was written by King David some 3,000 years ago. 
David called upon his experiences as a young shepherd 
to describe his close relationship with Yahweh, the God 
of Israel. He pointed his people to the great Shepherd 
who would lovingly care, provide, and rescue them.

The Kingdom Connection kids have begun memorizing 
and learning this most important Psalm. By the end 
of the semester, we hope to have it “hidden in their 
hearts.” Kids need to know that like David, God can use 
their experiences as children for his good purposes, 
and to understand that we have Jesus, the same Good 
Shepherd that David wrote about, who lovingly cares, 
provides, and rescues us! Join us in memorizing the 
twenty-third Psalm:

Club 45 Falls Into a Season of Fun!

CLUB 45 is having a great fall semester. We are getting 
to know each other better through silly games and our 
fall studies. Our lesson series, Your Best Life and First 
World Problems will help us walk closer in faith with 
God.

We were able to kick off our semester with our messy, 
but delicious “PIG TROUGH” along with two fun social 
events. The Are You Smarter? Trivia competition 
against the church “Seniors” challenged us while 
Bowling for Balderdash allowed us to grow together 
and “strike” up friendships.

The annual HILARIOUS HAUNTED FAMILY ROAD 
RALLY on October 15th is an event for the WHOLE 
family. This friendly competition will send families on 
a scavenger hunt throughout North Palm Beach. Don’t 
miss it!

If you are in 4th or 5th grade and have never tried 
Club 45 – give us a try. We meet in Hawkins Hall, 
Wednesdays 6:30 – 7:30 PM.
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Meet our Children’s Ministry AV Team for Sunday Morning

Kevin Cook and Wyatt Kant! Thanks, guys for making us sound great and for making our Sunday morning so FUN!

Sunday, October 2 @ 9:30am
Milestone Communion Class
(for 2nd grade students and parents, taught by Cary Koepke and Rev. Ron)

Sunday, October 2 @ Noon
Family Day in the Courtyard (with Sons of BBQ)

Saturday, October 15 @ 2:00pm
Club Road Rally (for 4th and 5th grade families)

Saturday, October 22 @ Noon
Real Life Children’s Ranch Visit and Carnival

Saturday, November 26 @ 9:00am
Kingdom Connection Snowy Day Trip (2nd and 3rd graders)

Sunday, December 4 @ 10:30am
Christmas Pageant Auditions (in the Fellowship Hall)

Wednesday, December 7 @ 6:00pm
All Clubs’ Christmas Parties

Wednesday, December 14 @ 6:30pm
Pageant Rehearsal (for speaking parts)

Sunday, December 18 @ 5:00pm
Christmas Fest (for the WHOLE family)

Wednesday, December 21 @ 5:30pm
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal

Saturday, December 24 @ 4:00pm
Christmas Eve Service
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FAMILY NEWS

First Pres Making a Difference

• We have seven outstanding seminary students from PBAU that are serving our church in various capacities this 
semester: Alex Aiken, Nick Albano, Jake Carmichael, Ryan Fink, Clayton Gloetzner, Annabelle MacIntosh, and 
Sophia Thomson.

• Small groups launched in mid-September. There are 15 groups with a total of 180 people participating, including 
many new people to First Pres.

• A marriage workshop was led by Mary Tatum on September 17th. 30 people of all ages attended.
• The three week New Member class led by Rev. Southard began on September 18th. 15 people of all ages attended.
• Rev. Ayers recently spoke at PBAU Chapel.
• Rev. Southard recently spoke at PBAU Grad Chapel.
• Cary Koepke and Kath Doerr, blessed the Women’s Circle on September 30th with a skit similar to what they do at 

The Grove each week, and gave their testimonies.
• Kim Sanders has launched a college age class on Sundays at 10 am.
• There were global mission gatherings for our mission partners Alex Deuscher (Germany) and Shadi Fatahi (PARS). 

The gatherings were intergenerational.
• The Nominating Committee is diligently working to fill the slate for elders, deacons and trustees for the year 

ahead.

Since we have hope in Jesus, we are assured that these family members are in heaven and we will see them again. Heaven’s 
gain is our temporary loss. Pray for these families as they adjust to life on earth without their loved one:

Former members Delores Stob passed on May 12; Donna Strong passed on July 21.

<<< Gerry Gelley, beloved husband of Sharon, 
passed on August 21. They have been church 
members for 15 years, faithfully being Monday 
counters of the offering until their health declined, and 
Gerry was a fabulous baritone in the church choir.

>>> R.F. Tanner, beloved husband of Jo, passed 
away on September 12. They have been church 

members for almost 40 years. R.F. volunteered behind 
the scenes; for years he maintained and cleaned 
the hearing assists used in the sanctuary, among 

other things. Jo is the co-leader of the bereavement 
committee, faithfully serving those families in their 

time of loss. She truly understood what a blessing the 
bereavement committee is since she had to experience it firsthand.      

Eldon Bar was the beloved husband of Rebecca. She joined First Pres one year ago. Eldon passed on September 2.

“Brothers and sisters, we do not want 
you to be uniformed about those who 

sleep in death, so that you do not grieve 
like the rest of mankind, who have no 

hope.”
-1 Thessalonians 4:13
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Be sure to check our website for upcoming activities & events at
www.firstpresnpb.org


