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Ordination of Josh Bartz

On January 30, 2022, Josh Bartz was ordained by 
the Florida Presbytery as an official Presbyterian 
Pastor within the ECO denomination. Josh began 
his journey toward ordination two years ago while he 

was attending 
seminary at 
Palm Beach 
Atlantic 
University 
in pursuit of 
his Master of 
Divinity. FPC 
acted as Josh’s 
sponsoring 
congregation 
in order to 
provide him 
with the 
support, funds, 
and resources 
he needed to 
complete his 
ordination. 

Over the past four years, Josh has also served 
in various ways around FPC including a two-year 
seminary residency program that included preaching, 
teaching, organizing events, and leading groups. 
Josh reflects that FPC has been extremely formative 
for him as a student, pastor, and disciple of Christ. 
He writes, “First Pres NPB has been the family in my 
corner cheering me on and supporting me all along 
the way. This community has proven to be a sheer gift 
from God as Taylor and I both leaned into the calling 
God placed on our lives. FPC has not only given me 
space to explore a life in ministry, but it has also 
provided the necessary guidance and instruction I 
needed early on.”  
  
Today, Josh serves as a volunteer pastor at FPC 
primarily helping with Sunday services. In May 2021 

Josh took a call to serve at a Christian school as the 
Campus Pastor alongside his wife, Taylor. Together, 
Josh and Taylor serve as the Director of Student 
Ministries at The King’s Academy in West Palm 
Beach. With the help of an amazing staff and faculty, 
Josh and Taylor disciple over 850 middle and high 
school students. They also oversee all spiritual life 
events on campus, teach Bible classes, and offer 

pastoral counseling to both the student body and 
staff. In addition, Josh and Taylor have the privilege 
of leading students on their annual Senior Retreat 
and Mission Trip, which was to Guatemala this 
past year. Reflecting on his current call to ministry, 
Josh writes, “The opportunity to walk with so many 
students in such a pivotal time in their life is a huge 
blessing and honor. We are able to meet students 
where they’re at on the faith journey and both humbly 
and passionately offer them Christ in such different 
ways. I’ve also learned in my three years of marriage 
that there is in fact a correct answer to the question, 
“What is the best part of the job?”—working with my 
wife! In all seriousness, it has been great to work 
together as a team and love on our students with the 
love of Christ.”

FEATURE ARTICLE
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A Life Without Financial Pressure
By Gayle Coughanour

Do you worry about the stock market?  Do you wonder 
if you will have money to ever retire?  Do you live 
paycheck to paycheck?  Is your debt mounting?  
Do you feel guilty that you cannot give more to the 
church or people in need? These are all financial 
pressures that people commonly experience. To have 
a life without financial pressure can be a reality, but 
requires certain foundational beliefs followed by some 
focused effort.

The foundation upon which you can have a life without 
financial pressure, and one of maximized impact for 
the Kingdom of God, begins with understanding God 
and His ways. The first question is – To whom do you 
belong? If you are a Christian, you would say you 
belong to God.  1 Cor 6:19-20 says, “Do you not know 
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, which you have from God, and that you are not 
your own? For you were bought with a price.”  When 
you give your life to Jesus and follow Him, this means 
God’s Spirit resides in you and you are committing 
to completely surrendering your life to Him.  To take 
it a step further, if you have acknowledged that you 
belong to God, the question is – who owns your 
stuff - your money, cars, homes, or other material 
goods? The answer is found in the Bible - God owns 
it all.  Psalm 24:1 says, “The earth is the Lord’s and 
everything in it.  The world and all its people belong 
to Him.”

When you truly understand that you and everything 
you own belong to God, there is a paradigm shift 
– one from ownership to stewardship. A steward is 
a person who manages another person’s property 
or assets. You don’t decide to become a steward.  
You already are one. The question is- what kind of 
steward are you? Since everything we have comes 
from God and belongs to God– our time, talents, 
bodies, relationships, money and material goods – it 
should be administered by us for God’s glory. God 
blesses, helps and rewards our heartfelt efforts to 
be a better steward, and the financial pressures you 
are experiencing will begin to dissipate. How do you 
become a faithful steward? We will explore this in the 
next edition of The Messenger.   
                                                                                                                                                     

Facts and Figures

Each year we complete a Ministry Information Form 
for our denomination (ECO).  Here are highlights of 
the 2021 Facts and Figures reported for First Pres: We 
have 1062 covenant partners, which are defined as 
members and their children.  (The member roll itself 
as of 12/31/21 was 978.)  Here is the breakdown of the 
ages of our covenant partners:   

17 and under 120

18-29 98

30-64 369

65 and older 475
 
The average in-person Worship Attendance for 2021 
was 372.  The number of giving units was 521. We 
have 13 full time and 19 part time paid employees 
and two volunteer part time pastors. Actual general 
fund income was $2,090,857 and total expenses were 
$2,035,890.

FINANCIAL FOCUS

Josh’s ordination service was a great time to celebrate the work that God has done and is continuing to do 
in Josh and Taylor’s life. The service itself included current FPC pastors Jared Ayers and Ron Hilliard, as well 
as seminary intern, Alex Aken. FPC’s honorary retired pastor, Lucky Arnold, was also able to be in attendance 
and share in this celebration. Josh’s dad, John Bartz, pastors a church in Palm City and gave a convicting, 
encouraging, and challenging message to Josh as he steps out into the calling of pastoral ministry. We are 
grateful to celebrate with Josh and Taylor and we look forward to how God will continue to use them to bless 
our community and those around them.  
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Greetings from JoAnn Hayes
Coordinator of Adult Ministry 60+ 

Can you believe it is already April 2022?  With the 
turn of the calendar comes the season of Lent. This 
is a time for us to reflect upon our journey with 
Christ. It’s a time to do a spiritual inventory of sorts, 
asking God to help us recognize and remove our 
spiritual clutter, while at the same time developing 
recognizable patterns of the Holy Spirit within our 
hearts and minds.  

Many who observe Lent do so by giving something up. 
The idea being, as we physically do without some-
thing, we instead focus on our spiritual journey.  I 
gave up candy.  That’s a big deal for me – I love 
tootsie roll pops!
                 
Along with giving 
up something, 
maybe we all could 
consider taking 
something up for 
God. We can write 
letters to loved ones, 
call a friend who is 
struggling, serve the 
homeless by making 
sandwiches on 
Tuesday mornings, 
help at the church 
reception desk, 
donate food or 
clothing, begin a 
daily devotional 
time, usher or greet 
on Sunday mornings, 
find a committee 
here at the church 
and serve - the 
opportunities 
to share at FPC 

are limitless.  I hope these pictures of our church 
members making sandwiches & serving in the kitchen 
will motivate you. 

We are Easter people and Easter reminds us that this 
good news is not meant to be kept to ourselves – 
locked away from the world – it is meant to be shared 
inside and outside the church’s doors – beyond the 
steeple.

ADULT MINISTRY (60+)

Upcoming Events (60+)
___________

Friday, April 8th | Day Trip | $35/person
Ride on the Diva Duck Bus & Boat

Lunch & Trip to the Outlet Mall

Friday, April 22nd | April Adult Dinner
Speaker:  Joni Gooley

Date TBA | May OTLB

Friday, May 27th | May Adult Dinner 
Speakers: Our Pastors’ wives

___________

Women’s Circle
All women are invited to the Women’s 

Morning Circle which meets at 10:00 am in 
the chapel on the following dates:

April 19th – Margaret Schuemann will be 
the speaker.

May 17th – Barbara Platner will speak on 
the influence of music.
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Spotlight on Ellen Reed

Today’s SPOTLIGHT is on someone from our church 
who is faithful and helpful in Adult Ministry (60+) as 
well as many other places around the church.  Her 
name is Ellen Reed.

Ellen joined FPC in 1971 – that’s 50 years ago!  She 
grew up in New Jersey and graduated from Wilson 
College in Chambersburg, PA, with a BA degree.  She 
also has two master’s degrees in “Supervision & 
Curriculum” and “English.”   

Ellen married Captain Bill R. Reed who served our 
country in the U.S. Army and the Army Reserve in 
1954. Bill was a widower with a 7-year-old.  Ellen 
became “Mommy” to Bill’s son. A few years later 
Ellen gave birth to a red-headed daughter whom 
they named Anne Louise.  They lived in many places 
during Bill’s career in the military – the last one 
before Bill retired was in Portiers, France. They moved 
to Lakewood, NJ where Ellen taught High School 
English for many years.  Bill died in 1988. 

Ellen’s Advice to Young Members

“Get involved. Attend Sunday School.  
Participate in children/youth activities, 
if possible, attend classes in Bible 
study.  Volunteer to help where and 
when you can.  Make the church the 
center of your social life.” Ellen says, 
“I have had a blessed life; not always 
a smooth, untroubled life; but my 
blessings far and away outstrip any 
hardships; and I am deeply grateful to 
God for His caring for me through 90 
years of life.” 

Ellen moved to Maryland to be near her daughter and 
her family.  In 2000, Ellen moved to Florida and made 
it her permanent home to be near her mother. She 
and her mother began attending FPC in 1989 and she 
joined the church in 2005. 

Ellen has been singing in the choir for many years, 
became a volunteer receptionist in 2010, became a 
Stephens Minister and is on the advisory board for 
Adult Ministry (60+). She also assists at the monthly 
communion service at Brookdale.  She has been 
a blessing to me in so many ways as well as past 
coordinators of adult ministry.
 
Ellen’s 2 favorite Bible verses are:  

Matthew 5:16: “Let your light so shine before men that 
they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
in heaven.”   

Psalm 121: “I will lift up mine eyes, unto the hills from 
whence cometh my help.  My help cometh from the 
Lord who made heaven and earth.” 
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Ryan Fink Has Recently Joined Our 
Ministry Staff
 
We are so excited to have him join the team and 

thankful to 
God for the 
many gifts he 
has to offer in 
leadership and 
ministry. 

Ryan says, “I 
grew up around 
First 
Pres, first 
attending 
preschool 
here and 
and then 
spending 
my 
middle 
school 
years as 
a part of 
Crew. For 
the last 

few years I have been on part-time Young Life 
staff while I pursued my undergraduate degree 
at Palm Beach Atlantic. Now I am currently 
working towards an M.Div at PBA, serving as a 
Seminary Intern here at FPC in addition to
my new role as Assistant Student Ministries
Director. I’m beyond grateful for the way that
this community has poured into and shaped
me over the years and I can’t wait to serve
middle, high school, and college kids in the
same way!” 

STUDENT MINISTRIES

Our Student Leadership Team

In our most recent monthly leadership team meeting 
we had a workshop on relational ministry and 
discussed the how and why of walking alongside 
students. 
 
Acts 4:11–13 - This is the stone which was rejected by 
you builders, but which has become the head of the 
corner. And there is salvation in no one else, for there 
is no other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved. Now when they saw the 
boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they 
were uneducated, common men, they wondered; and 
they recognized that they had been with Jesus.

1 Thessalonians 2:8 - So, being affectionately 
desirous of you, we were ready to share with you 
not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, 
because you had become very dear to us.

We are blessed to serve together!

Pictured: Omar Avila, Luke Bartolf, Kim Sanders, 
Ryan Fink, Taylor Shore, Clay Gloetzner, Sophia 
Thomson, Matt Mahoney, Briley Crisafi, Ben 
Corbin, Nichole Volstad, Nathan Nettles 
Not pictured: Matt Brannon, Carlos and Jess 
Meneses, Dalia Soles, and Jonathan Tordi.
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Recent Happenings

GUY’S PAINTBALL NIGHT 
Our 8th- 12th grade guys recently went on a paintball 
adventure together! A great night of pizza, paintball, 
Slurpees, and fellowship was had by all! 
 

RUMMAGE SALE & CAR WASH FUNDRAISER 
A huge ‘thank you’ to all our rummage sale 
participants, students, and leaders who washed so 
many cars, as well as to the Frazer, Nabhan, Beasley, 
and Baldwin families, for the donation of barbeque 
and homemade treats, for the Bake Sale! It was 
a beautiful day serving together and helped raise 
money for our students and leaders attending our 
annual Student Life Camp June 4th – 9th. 
 

FPC COLLEGE LUNCH 
Monthly College Lunches are back!  We meet in The 
Way building at 12:30pm after the worship service.  All 
college-age students are welcome to join us!  

Next College Lunch Dates: 
April 10th | May 15th 
 
Please text Ryan Fink at 561-267-1126, or Kim Sanders 
at 772-263-1226 to RSVP and get connected. 

TEAM DINNERS 
High School students are having dinner together one 
Sunday night each month!  Our upcoming dinner 
dates are April 10th and May 15th. Text Kim at 772-
263-1226 to RSVP! 

CREW & TEAM 
Our Middle School & High School students meet 
weekly on Wednesday nights from 6pm-7:30pm and 
Sunday mornings from 9:30am-10:30am. 
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 Social Media & Text Updates: 

Follow our Instagram page @fpc.students for social media 
updates.

Follow the info below to receive text updates via Remind: 
• Text @crewfpc to 81010 to get text updates for our Middle 

School events.
• Text @teamfpc to 81010 to get text updates on our High 

School events.
 
Parents can join our text Remind group: 
• Text @fpcrew6-8 to 81010 for Middle School updates.
• Text @fpcteam912 to 81010 for High School updates.

Save the Date
___________

 
GIRLS NIGHT OUT

MARCH 25TH, 5-9PM
8th-12th grade girls are invited to join us from 5-9pm. Text Kim at 772-263-1226 to sign up. 

AN ‘EGGSTRA’ SPECIAL FUNDRAISER
APRIL 16TH

Student ministry will hide eggs in your yard (or a friend’s yard) the night before Easter, so the family can wake 
up to an egg-cellent Easter egg hunt! Egg orders can be placed on the church website, church app, or you can 

sign up in the courtyard on Sunday mornings. All proceeds go toward our Student Life summer camp fees. 
 

8TH GRADE RETREAT
APRIL 22ND - 24TH

8th grade students are invited to join us for a special retreat April 22nd -24th. Cost is $50 for weekend lake fun 
together in Lake Wales. Space is limited, so contact Kim at 772-263-1226 to RSVP soon! 

 
ALL CHURCH TALENT SHOW

MAY 1ST AT 5PM
All ages are invited to sign up and share your talent!  Anything from musical instruments, ensembles, vocalists, 
monologues, lip-syncing, dancing or a series of jokes would be awesome. Short creative films and clips of your 
sports or talent are welcome.  Contact Piper Crisafi at 561-348-0703 by April 20th to sign up and let her know 

what your talent is. 

CLASS OF 2022 GRADUATE CELEBRATION
MAY 22ND

 Class of 2022 Graduate Celebration- May is an exciting time of year for our High School and College Seniors!  
We would love to recognize and celebrate them on Sunday, May 22nd.  Please text 772-263-1226 or email Kim: 

KSanders@FirstPresNPB.org for information and to send photos of your student. 
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Student Ministry Band

Crew Leader Panel

Sunday School
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EASTER CARNIVAL AND EGG HUNT
All are invited to attend our Easter Eggstravaganza 
on Saturday, April 16th from 10:00am-12:00pm in the 
FPC courtyard lawn. There will be delicious food by 
the Sons of Barbeque, along with lots of fun activities 
- egg hunt, magic show, balloonist, petting zoo, and 
more!

MONUMENTAL VBS
Join Lady Fluff on an adventure to Arizona.  
“Monumental - Celebrating God’s Goodness” is the 
theme for the 2022 Vacation Bible School, which will 
be held daily, from June 13 - 17, from 9am - 1pm and 
is for completed PreK4 - 5th graders. Register at 
firstpresnpb.org.

SUMMER MUSIC CAMP
Music Camp & Conservatory will be held daily, July 18 
-22 from 9am - 1pm. with the final concert on Friday, 
July 22nd at 6pm.  The Elementary Division is for 
students who have completed 1st through 3rd grade.  
The Internediate Division is for students who have 
completed 4th through 6th grade.  Note to parents: If 
your 6th grader is musically and socially advanced for 
their age, and you would like them to be considered 
for the Conservatory Division, go to the Conservatory 
Registration link and follow the instructions.  The 
Conservatory is for students who have completed 
7th through 10th grades.  We are also looking for 
high school (11th and 12th graders) and Collegiate 
Musical volunteers plus adult volunteers. Register at 
firstpresnpb.org

SUNDAY SCHOOL
The Grove Kids Services (K-5) meet Sunday mornings 
at 9:30 and 11:00 in the Fellowship Hall. The Orchard 
(Infant - PreK4) meet in the preschool at 9:30 and 11.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT CLUBS
Wednesday Night Clubs continue to meet weekly from 
6:30 - 7:30pm.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

Grove actors Ava Blackshear and Noah 
Kant present weekly lessons at the 9:30 
Children’s Service.
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First Pres Global Missions Helps 
With Bible and Christian Book 
Translations

FRONTIER FELLOWSHIP 
First Pres is in partnership with Frontier Fellowship 
and five other churches to fund a project for the 
Bible to be translated into an Afghan dialect never 
translated before. Review by Biblical scholars and 
language experts ensures the Bible is translated 
accurately and appropriately. Distribution is in print, 
online, in phone apps, via download, through SD 
cards, radio and other means. 44 of the 66 books 
of the Bible are complete and available online. 
Print portions are available for 6 books. Recordings 
have been made for the four gospels. With Afghans 
refugees relocating, there is a large rise in demand 
for printed copies of the Scriptures translated. 
Canada recently requested 900 copies of these 
Scriptures in this language.  
 
In 2022 the team will review and publish the final 
three books for the New Testament. First Pres chose 
to support the printing of the New Testament digitally 
for $10,760. We are excited to be helping such a 
useful mission. 
 
TEAM EXPANSION 
Team Expansion has a translation team finalizing 
the New Testament into the local dialect of Arabic. 
They are printing soft and hard cover copies. The 
translation is online in written and audio formats.  
 
WOMEN IN THE WINDOW INTERNATIONAL 
Women in Sub-Saharan Africa receive training in WiW 
inductive narrative Bible study. 280 videos provide 
the Bible in many native languages. WiW Servant 
Leadership training was translated into Arabic and 
French. Essentials curriculum, using stories of women, 
is being translated into Arabic, Farsi and Hindi. 
 

PARS 
PARS sees a great shortage of Christian resources 
in the Persian language. They have translated 22 
books! PARS launched a new Farsi website for the 
Persian-speaking with resources on Discipleship, 
Spiritual Formation, Leadership, Theology, Missions 
and Counseling. PARS translated and published 4 
new books in 2021 for their B.Th. program Two more 
books will be completed by mid-2022. 
 
While we have not directly funded all of these 
translation projects, we are supporting the teams.

Women in the Window (WiW) 
International Creativity in the 
Courtyard
 
Women in the Window held this indoor and outdoor 
event in the First Pres courtyard and sanctuary on 
February 26 from 2-6 PM.  First Pres funds WiW 
through our Global Missions and was part of our 
Missions Month activities. 
 
Kim Kerr, 
Director 
of WiW 
International, 
leads teams 
who train 
women leaders 
globally, 
giving them 
the ability to 
equip and train 
other women. 
WiW training 
includes 
inductive 
Bible studies, 
Servant 
Leadership, 
micro-business 
startups, 
trauma healing 
and advocacy. 
These women 
become 
agents of Christ’s love and power within their homes, 

GLOBAL MISSIONS
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churches, communities, and countries.  
The event was to primarily create awareness of the 
plight and potential of 
women in the 10/40 
window of Africa, Asia 
and the Middle East. The 
“friend raiser” was also 
to make new friends and 
encourage volunteers 
with WiW. A large 
international group and 
many church members 
attended the fair.  
 
Performances featured 
Palm Beach Atlantic 
University Dance 
ensemble. The PBA 
dancers took center stage 
in the courtyard with a 
magnificent ballet. Kim is shown with two of the PBA 
dancers. Later, many international dances took place 
in the sanctuary. 
 

Businesses mirroring those helped through 
WiW were on display: soap making from Africa, 

calligraphy and jewelry 
making. International 
treats included Middle 
Eastern and African 
Baklava, a spicy, 
crunchy Indian snack, 
and Thai tea. 
 
Dr. Terriel Byrd, 
Professor of 
Urban Christian 
Ministry Studies 
and Intercultural 
Engagement 
Council Chair, gave 
encouragement 
about how to make a 
difference locally and 

globally. 
 
This was a fun and meaningful afternoon in which 
we learn about women in the 10/40 window!
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 Your Local Missions Committee began a process in 2021 of inviting one of our Mission Partners to attend one 
of our monthly meetings. All but one of the 30 mission partners we support are located within 50 miles of our 
church and most deal with people who are close neighbors. Most of the organizations that are funded have 
been connected to our Church for many years and we felt that it was prudent to get personal updates from them 
rather than the typical annual reports that we request. It has been a wonderful experience. In addition to a 
description of their ministry or organization and how it is doing financially, they tell us what their needs are for 
funding for volunteers and for prayer.  We want to know how they have been impacted by the Covid pandemic 
and, as you can imagine, most have experienced change and have found their services are needed more than 
ever, which has them looking for additional funding.  

Local Missions is a hands-on experience. The mission team, often with volunteers from our congregation, will 
undertake initiatives in the local community, actively. We particularly like to take on projects which are multi-
generational such as those with Habitat for Humanity. There are very active groups within our congregation 
such as the one supporting the St Georges Center in Riviera Beach by preparing food for the homeless and 
hungry. Another is Crossroads Ministry through which this large group of women disciple those incarcerated to 
have a life-transforming relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
Men’s groups serve in a number of Kairos groups which minister to those who are incarcerated by visiting 
and mentoring them behind the prison wires.  Others work with the Gideons and with a few Christian youth 
organizations. The list goes on. 
    
All of First Pres’s mission partners include one or more of the following in their goals and efforts:
• Care for and alleviate suffering of the marginalized in society
• Evangelization of the lost
• Teaching or discipling people to help them grow in faith 

We give preference to organizations or groups that have active relationships with our congregation. You can 
find a list of each of our Mission Partners on the First Pres website. 
 
The funding for Local Missions comes from a 5% share of the general fund budget, so your pledges and 
your financial support of First Pres is the lifeblood for all its Local Missions partners. This year its budget is 
a little over $100,000 which is a significant amount of money, although when shared among the 30 groups 
that the church supports, it is very tight and must be allocated with extreme care. Your committee works very 
diligently and is rewarded by the results and reenergized goals that we hear from those who have made their 
presentations. 

If you would like to serve on the committee, volunteer to help any one of the groups, or would like more 
information, please call me, Colin Wright at (561)-301-3300, or Rev. Suds at the Church. 

LOCAL MISSIONS
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We welcome the newest Covenant Partners to our Church family:

FAMILY NEWS

Covenant Partners who have gone to be with the Lord:

December 9 - Doris Fellows
January 29 – Jerry VanSplinter

February 13 – Dick Schramm, beloved husband of Lois
March 16 – Jake Swartout, beloved husband of Alice

 
In Jeremiah 31:13 the Lord says, ”I will turn their mourning into joy: I will comfort them 
and give them gladness for sorrow.”  Pray for the families to find joy in the Lord as they 

navigate this difficult time in their lives.

KAREN LANG CAROL & DON MACKAY LOIS MACKEY ROBERT HEROLD

CLAY GLOETZNER JUDY & DAVID GREER BEN CORBIN JOY DEVORE



WE INVITE YOU TO OUR HOLY WEEK SERVICES:

Palm Sunday – April 10 at 9 & 11 am | Services of beautiful music and selections of Scripture 
narrating Jesus’ ministry and his journey to the cross

Maundy Thursday – April 14 at 7 pm | A service of songs, reflection and darkness (“Tenebrae”) 
as we remember Jesus’ last meal and death for us

Good Friday – April 15 at 8 am | We gather to remember Jesus’ crucifixion, in song and 
reflection, and share breakfast as a community.

Easter Vigil – April 16 at 7 pm | A celebration of Jesus, the Light of the world which will include 
candle-lighting, beautiful music and baptisms

Easter Sunrise Service – April 17 at 7 am | This is an outdoor service, held in the courtyard, 
which will feature brass, singing and a brief meditation.

Easter Services – April 17 at 9 & 11 am | Celebrate the good news of the Resurrection with 
brass, band and choir, Scripture and communion.
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