
 



 
 

Advent & Christmas 
“Advent” means “coming,” or “arrival,” and marks the season of the year in which the Christian community 
reflects on Jesus’ arrivals in the world. The Church looks in two directions at once: behind us, to Jesus’ coming 
into the world at Christmas, and ahead, for the promised Day when Jesus will arrive among us again to make 
all things new.  
 
The season of Advent is in one way a microcosm of a Christian’s entire journey in life. Fleming Rutledge 
notices that “In a very deep way, the entire Christian life in this world is lived in Advent, between the first and 
second comings of the Lord, in the midst of the tension between things the way they are and things the way they 
ought to be.”1 
 
Seasons such as Advent and Christmas are ripe opportunities to begin or renew a life of Christian spiritual 
practices. This collection of Scripture, prayer, and reflections have been prepared with the hope that Advent 
and Christmas will be a time of renewal and transformation for you. 
 
 
How to Use This Prayerbook 
This prayerbook is laid out in an easy-to-use format; it will guide you day-by-day through the Advent and 
Christmas seasons.  At the beginning of each week, there’s a short description of the theme for the week’s 
Scripture readings, and a prayer for the week, meant to be prayed daily. Monday through Friday, there’s a 
simple pattern for prayer and Scripture reading, featuring an opening prayer, a passage of Scripture to read, 
space for meditation and prayer, and then the closing prayer.  And each Saturday, you’ll find a brief reflection, 
written by someone in the First Presbyterian Church community, which expresses the longing and hope of 
Advent and joy of celebrating Christ at Christmas. 
 
 
The Scripture Selections 
The Scripture selections in this prayerbook are meant to lead you through the immense, sprawling story of 
God’s creating and rescuing work in the world that culminates in the coming of Christ. The texts narrating 
creation, humanity’s plight, the story of Israel, and the promises of the Hebrew prophets all show us the grand 
story of God that leads to Jesus, the One who gathers together “the hopes and fears of all the years." 
 
 
The “O Antiphons” 
Preceding the regular daily rhythm of prayer and Scripture, we’ve included a historic set of prayers called the 
“O Antiphons.” They are an ancient set of prayers prayed over the seven days preceding Christmas Eve and 
Christmas. No one knows exactly who wrote them or when they came from, but we know they’ve been used in 
Christian worship and prayer since the very early centuries of the Church (if they sound familiar, it might be 
because they form the basis of the hymn “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”). We’d encourage you to pray them 
throughout Advent, allow them to guide you as you watch and wait for Christ.  

 
1 1 Fleming Rutledge, from “Advent Begins in the Dark,” in The Bible and the New York Times, p. 29 



 
THE “O ANTIPHONS” 

 
“O Sapienta” 
O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High, 
reaching from one end to the other, 
mightily and sweetly ordering all things: 
Come and teach us the way of prudence. 
 
 
“O Adonai” 
O Adonai, and leader of the House of Israel, 
who appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush 
and gave him the law on Sinai: 
Come and redeem us with an outstretched arm. 
 
 
“O Radix Jesse” 
O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the peoples; 
before you kings will shut their mouths, 
to you the nations will make their prayer: 
Come and deliver us, and delay no longer. 
 
 
“O Clavis David” 
O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel; 
you open and no one can shut; 
you shut and no one can open: 
Come and lead the prisoners from the prison house, 
those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death. 
 
 
“O Oriens” 
O Morning Star, 
splendour of light eternal and sun of righteousness: 
Come and enlighten those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death. 
 
 
“O Rex Gentium” 
O King of the nations, and their desire, 
the cornerstone making both one: 
Come and save the human race, 
which you fashioned from clay. 
 
 
“O Emmanuel” 
O Emmanuel, our king and our lawgiver, 
the hope of the nations and their Saviour: 
Come and save us, O Lord our God.  



 
Sunday- November 28, 2021 

1st Week of Advent  
Advent Reflection #1 

Will Ackles 

The contour of the Old Testament is crafted by one story—the story of waiting. Genesis begins with 
great promise, but soon moves into despair, and then begins a long slow journey of repeated expectations 
raised only to be dashed on the rocks of history. Waiting, hoping, and disappointment became the all too 
familiar cycle for God’s people, one that so frustrated Job that he cursed the day he was born, while Habakkuk 
remained perplexed but steadfast, Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though 
the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the 
stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. 

Luke begins his Gospel with the angel Gabriel’s declaration to Zechariah and Elizabeth that he (God) 
has come and has redeemed his people. In the words has come and has redeemed (not will come or will 
redeem) the angel declared that the time of waiting was over, that the promise made over 1500 years earlier 
was now being fulfilled. His message was that something promised long ago, something long awaited, 
something earth and heaven shaking, has arrived. Elizabeth understood this and declared, The Lord has done 
this… Zechariah understood and sang, Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel. 

Yet despite their praise neither Elizabeth nor Zechariah understood the full nature of that arrival. They 
did not know that while the new had come and the promise was being fulfilled in that moment, there was still 
more to be done and more waiting ahead. They knew that in some way their son was destined to prepare the 
way for the One who would fulfill the promises of old, but they did not know that this One would also 
inaugurate a new season of waiting. 

We are not good at waiting. We are used to lightning-fast internet speeds and next day Amazon 
deliveries. We want what we want and now! We are frustrated when that we don’t get the service, we expect in 
the time expected. Even our lives of faith are played out within this matrix of immediacy—we pray and want 
God to answer specifically and speedily, and if he doesn’t, we may lose patience or be discouraged. We define 
what we perceive to be inaction as a negative, a sign of inattention or inefficiency or unconcern. Yet waiting is 
at the center of God’s strategy for maturing his disciples, a gift for our spiritual growth. Times when God 
seems to be slow or silent are his challenges to us to show our faith by clinging with gratitude to the reality of 
what he has done and maintaining confidence in what he is and will be doing. It is in midst of the waiting and 
wondering that our character can be strengthened, and our faith developed. Waiting is not a passive resignation 
to whatever may happen, it is an opportunity for us to grow in faith and demonstrate authentic life as God’s 
people. It is when we chose to walk in obedience, step by step, looking back with joy and forward with hope, 
that waiting becomes shaping. 

This is the message of Advent—the celebration of a time of waiting that is over but the anticipation of a 
new season of waiting that has begun. It is the message we live by and share with the world, that in Christ the 
new has come and that in confident obedience we await the day when, the whole earth will be filled with the 
glory of God as the waters cover the sea. 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
Monday- November 29, 2021 

1st Week of Advent  
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
 

-silence- 
 

Genesis 1.1-5, 26-31- God Creates the Cosmos & Humanity 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness 
was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated 
the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the first day. 26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our 
likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the 
wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”27 So God created mankind in his own 
image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said 
to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the 
birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 29 Then God said, “I give you every 
seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours 
for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along 
the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the 
sixth day. 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 
Prayer 

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness, that we may be 
ready to meet you in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ- Amen. 
  



 
Tuesday- November 30, 2021 

1st Week of Advent 
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
 

-silence- 
 

Genesis 3.8-15- God Promises To Defeat the Serpent 
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, 
“Where are you?” 10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 
11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not 
to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and 
I ate it.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 
“Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all 
the days of your life 15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and 
hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 
Prayer 

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness, that we may be 
ready to meet you in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ- Amen. 
  



 
Wednesday- December 1, 2021 

1st Week of Advent 
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
 

-silence- 
 
 

Genesis 12.1-3- God Promises to Bless The World 
The Call of Abram 
12 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I 
will show you. 2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you. I will make your name great, and 
you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse, and all peoples 
on earth will be blessed through you.” 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 
 

Prayer 
-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness, that we may be 
ready to meet you in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ- Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Thursday- December 2, 2021 

1st Week of Advent 
 
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
-silence- 

 
Genesis 22.1-14- God Promises to Bless the World through a Son of Abraham 
Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. 
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. 
Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his 
son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told him 
about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay 
here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire 
and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” 
“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the 
burnt offering?” 8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” 
And the two of them went on together. 9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built 
an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called 
out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. 12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he 
said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your 
son, your only son.” 13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went 
over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place 
The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 
Prayer 

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
Closing Prayer 
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ- Amen. 

 



 
Friday- December 3, 2021 

1st Week of Advent  
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
 

-silence- 
 

Exodus 14.10-18; 15.1-2- God Frees His People 
10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. They 
were terrified and cried out to the Lord. 11 They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt 
that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Didn’t we 
say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve the 
Egyptians than to die in the desert!” 13 Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will 
see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 14 
The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.” 15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying 
out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. 16 Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide 
the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. 17 I will harden the hearts of the 
Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through 
his chariots and his horsemen. 18 The Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I gain glory through 
Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen. 15 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: “I will 
sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted. Both horse and driver he has hurled into the sea. 2 “The Lord is my 
strength and my defense; he has become my salvation. He is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, 
and I will exalt him. 

 
-silence for meditation & prayer- 

 
Prayer 

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
Closing Prayer 
Almighty God, as your kingdom dawns, turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness, that we may be 
ready to meet you in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ- Amen. 
 

 
 



Sunday- December 5, 2021 
2nd Week of Advent 

 
Advent Reflection #2 

Ellen Reed 
 

Advent is a time of waiting, a time of looking forward mostly. However, as we prepare for the coming 
of the Christ child, we also remember times past as we waited for and anticipated the most important day of the 
year for children - Christmas. How many of us remember the “season of Advent”? 

For many, as it was for me, the pre-Christmas seasons between Thanksgiving and Christmas was one of 
hearing and singing Christmas carols or secular Christmas songs. When I was a child in Sunday school and in a 
“junior choir” we sang all of the standard carols and prepared for the annual Christmas pageant. The pageant 
was “professionally written” with various speaking parts. We sold tickets and performed on two nights the 
week before Christmas. Advent was a word we did not hear.  

I recall one year, when I was eleven or twelve, I was given the part as the “angel narrator” (in costume 
of course). I stood behind the pulpit and recited the part of the story from Luke: “and there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the fields…” Then we sang “Angels We Have Heard On High”. One of the boys 
had recited the portion about Joseph and Mary coming to Bethlehem and finding no room at the inn. Christmas 
was the most wonderful day, and I was sad when we no longer sang about Christmas. I was an adult when I 
learned of the season of Advent and finally understood why we sang “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” 
occasionally before Christmas. Now Advent has become an important part of my preparation for Christmas, 
and I find joy in thinking about Advent. A recent Advent calendar I had, I kept because instead of a “toy” 
behind each numbered “door” is a suggestion for a “good deed” for the day or inspiring message. Surely, the 
best concept for us as we prepare for the arrival of the Christ Child is to remember others and to “do unto 
others” with kindness and love.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday- December 6, 2021 
2nd Week of Advent  

Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
-silence- 

 
2 Samuel 7.1-14a- God Promises to Establish the Kingdom of a Son of David 
7 Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2 the 
king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3 And 
Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you.” 4 But that same night the word 
of the Lord came to Nathan, 5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the Lord: Would you build me a house to 
dwell in? 6 I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I 
have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7 In all places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, 
did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, 
“Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus 
says the Lord of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my 
people Israel. 9 And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. 
And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for 
my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And 
violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. 
And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a 
house. 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, 
who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he 
commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men. 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 
Prayer 

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
Closing Prayer 
God our Father, you spoke to the prophets of old of a Savior who would bring peace. You helped them spread the 
joyful message of his coming kingdom. Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, to share the good news of your 
power and love. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the world- Amen. 



 
Tuesday- December 7, 2021 

2nd Week of Advent  
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
 

-silence- 
 
Isaiah 11.1-10- God’s Promised Peacable Kingdom 
11 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 2 And 
the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and 
might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3 And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He 
shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4 but with righteousness he shall 
judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with 
the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's 
den. 9 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea. 10 In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—
of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 

 
-silence for meditation & prayer- 

 
Prayer 

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
Closing Prayer 
God our Father, you spoke to the prophets of old of a Savior who would bring peace. You helped them spread 
the joyful message of his coming kingdom. Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, to share the good 
news of your power and love. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the world- Amen.  



 
Wednesday- December 8, 2021 

2nd Week of Advent 
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
 

-silence- 
 
Isaiah 40.1-11- God’s Promised Coming 
40 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare 
is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. 3 A 
voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become 
level, 
and the rough places a plain. 5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” The Word of God Stands Forever 
6 A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of 
the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows on it; surely the people are 
grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. The Greatness of God 
9 Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, 
herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord 
God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before 
him. 11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his 
bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 
Prayer 

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
Closing Prayer 
God our Father, you spoke to the prophets of old of a Savior who would bring peace. You helped them spread 
the joyful message of his coming kingdom. Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, to share the good 
news of your power and love. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the world- Amen.  



 
Thursday- December 9, 2021 

2nd Week of Advent  
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
 

-silence- 
 
 

Isaiah 60.1-6- The Nations Come to God’s Light 
60 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
2 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, 
and his glory will be seen upon you. 3 And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 
rising. 4 Lift up your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come 
from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall 
thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to 
you. 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba 
shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord. 

 
-silence for meditation & prayer- 

 
 

Prayer 
-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
God our Father, you spoke to the prophets of old of a Savior who would bring peace. 
You helped them spread the joyful message of his coming kingdom. Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his 
birth, to share the good news of your power and love. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who is 
coming into the world- Amen.  



 
Friday- December 10, 2021 

2nd Week of Advent  
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
 

-silence- 
 
Micah 5.2-5- The Promised Peace of Christ 
 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from 
ancient days, 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then 
the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the 
strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he 
shall be great to the ends of the earth. 5 And he shall be their peace. When the Assyrian comes into our land 
and treads in our palaces, then we will raise against him seven shepherds and eight princes of men 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 
 

Prayer 
-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
God our Father, you spoke to the prophets of old of a Savior who would bring peace. You helped them spread 
the joyful message of his coming kingdom. Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, to share the good 
news of your power and love. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the world- Amen.  



 
Sunday- December 12, 2021 

 3rd Week of Advent 
 

Advent Reflection #3 
Ryan Fink 

 
The final words in the final book of the Old Testament read, “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you 

before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. He will turn the hearts of the parents to 
their children, and the hearts of children to their parents…” 
(Mal. 4:5-6, NIV) 
 

In the opening verses of Luke, we see God actively bringing this promise to fruition after roughly four 
hundred years. Before the angel Gabriel appears to Mary to announce the birth of Jesus, he appears to an old 
priest named Zechariah with the news that his wife Elizabeth will conceive a child. Here, it’s easy to be 
reminded of other barren couples in the Old Testament who were well past their season for childbearing 
(Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, and Jacob and Rachel). 
 
  Of course, what the angel Gabriel brings is bigger than simply an answered prayer to an elderly, 
childless couple. It is the very groundwork for the restoration of the world; the coming of the Kingdom. No 
doubt will John the Baptist be a “joy and delight” to Zechariah and Elizabeth, but moreover he will pave the 
way for Christ. As seen time and again throughout Scripture, whenever God names a child, that child plays a 
significant part in His plan. And what is John’s part to play in this divine plan? To ready people for the coming 
of the Lord Jesus. What a task! And at the center of John’s mission is the turning of hearts. John’s role is to 
preach repentance in order to turn hearts away from sin and towards the coming King. And when a heart turns 
away from sin and towards God, reconciliation takes place. 
 
  But it doesn’t stop there. Reconciliation with and by God produces reconciliation in other places. This 
is exactly the point that Luke is drawing attention to in speaking about the turning hearts of parents to their 
children. Because when a heart turns, it’s contagious. Through God, turned hearts turn hearts. When God 
touches a life, relationships with others are also touched. 
 
  As we eagerly look towards the Incarnation of Jesus in this Advent season, the question I’m asking 
myself is this: Does my life bear the God-shaped reconciliation of a turned heart? Is my turned heart touching 
other hearts? In a similar way that John the Baptist was the forerunner to Jesus, so too should we delight in 
paving the way for Christ to touch the lives of others. What a task! And yet John’s greatness is not in his 
accomplishments, but in his obedience to God’s will for his life and ministry. What if we all were messengers 
preparing the way for the Messiah? 
 
  May you be filled with a turned heart this season, and may the contagiousness of your turned heart 
delight to announce that the Kingdom is here! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Monday- December 13, 2021 

3rd Week of Advent 
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
-silence- 

Luke 1.5-24- The Birth of John the Baptizer Foretold 
5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a 
wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And they were both righteous before God, 
walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth 
was barren, and both were advanced in years. 8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division 
was on duty, 9 according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and 
burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 And there 
appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah was 
troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for 
your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And 
you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he 
must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. 16 
And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him in the spirit and 
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to 
make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am 
an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the 
presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 And behold, you will be silent 
and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be 
fulfilled in their time.” 21 And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the 
temple. 22 And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the 
temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute. 23 And when his time of service was ended, he went 
to his home. 24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself hidden. 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
Prayer 

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
Closing Prayer 
God of the prophets, you sent your messenger into the wilderness of Jordan to prepare human hearts for the coming 
of your Son. Help us to prepare for Christ’s coming, and to hear the good news and repent, that we may be ready to 
welcome the Lord, our Savior Jesus Christ- Amen.  



 
Tuesday- December 14, 2021 

3rd Week of Advent  
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
 

-silence- 
 
 

Luke 1.26-38- The Announcement of Jesus’ Birth 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin 
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at 
the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am 
a virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was 
called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of 
the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 
Prayer 

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
Closing Prayer  
God of the prophets, you sent your messenger into the wilderness of Jordan to prepare human hearts for the 
coming of your Son. Help us to prepare for Christ’s coming, and to hear the good news and repent, that we 
may be ready to welcome the Lord, our Savior Jesus Christ- Amen.  



 
Wednesday- December 15, 2021 

3rd Week of Advent 
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
-silence- 

 
Luke 1.39-56- The Song of Mary 
39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby 
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, 
the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 
what was spoken to her from the Lord.” Mary's Song of Praise: The Magnificat 46 And Mary said, “My soul 
magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has looked on the humble estate of 
his servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49 for he who is mighty has done 
great things for me, and holy is his name. 50 And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 
generation. 51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 53 he has filled the 
hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, in 
remembrance of his mercy, 55 as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 56 And 
Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 

Prayer 
-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
God of the prophets, you sent your messenger into the wilderness of Jordan to prepare human hearts for the 
coming of your Son. Help us to prepare for Christ’s coming, and to hear the good news and repent, that we 
may be ready to welcome the Lord, our Savior Jesus Christ- Amen.  



 
Thursday- December 16, 2021 

3rd Week of Advent  
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
 

-silence- 
Luke 1.57-80- The Birth & Vocation of John the Baptizer 
57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 And her neighbors and relatives heard that 
the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59 And on the eighth day they came to 
circumcise the child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60 but his mother answered, “No; 
he shall be called John.” 61 And they said to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.” 62 And they made 
signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to be called. 63 And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His 
name is John.” And they all wondered. 64 And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he 
spoke, blessing God. 65 And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the 
hill country of Judea, 66 and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” 
For the hand of the Lord was with him. 
Zechariah's Prophecy 67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 68 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people 69 and has raised up a horn of 
salvation for us in the house of his servant David, 70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71 
that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us; 72 to show the mercy promised to 
our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 74 that 
we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness 
before him all our days. 76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the 
Lord to prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, 78 
because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 79 to give light to those 
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 80 And the child grew and 
became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of his public appearance to Israel. 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
Prayer 

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
Closing Prayer 
God of the prophets, you sent your messenger into the wilderness of Jordan to prepare human hearts for the coming 
of your Son. Help us to prepare for Christ’s coming, and to hear the good news and repent, that we may be ready to 
welcome the Lord, our Savior Jesus Christ- Amen.  



 
Friday- December 17, 2021 

3rd Week of Advent  
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
-silence- 

Proverbs 8.1, 11-36- God’s Wisdom Calls Out 
8 Does not wisdom call? Does not understanding raise her voice? 
11 for wisdom is better than jewels, and all that you may desire cannot compare with her. 
12 “I, wisdom, dwell with prudence, and I find knowledge and discretion. 13 The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil. 
Pride and arrogance and the way of evil and perverted speech I hate. 
14 I have counsel and sound wisdom; I have insight; I have strength. 
15 By me kings reign, and rulers decree what is just; 16 by me princes’ rule, and nobles, all who govern justly. 17 I 
love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently find me. 
18 Riches and honor are with me, enduring wealth and righteousness. 19 My fruit is better than gold, even fine 
gold, and my yield than choice silver. 20 I walk in the way of righteousness, in the paths of justice, 21 granting an 
inheritance to those who love me, and filling their treasuries. 22 “The Lord possessed me at the beginning of his 
work, the first of his acts of old. 23 Ages ago I was set up, at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 24 When 
there were no depths I was brought forth, when there were no springs abounding with water. Before the mountains 
had been shaped, before the hills, I was brought forth, 26 before he had made the earth with its fields, or the first of 
the dust of the world. 27 When he established the heavens, I was there; when he drew a circle on the face of the 
deep, 28 when he made firm the skies above, when he established the fountains of the deep, 29 when he assigned to 
the sea its limit, so that the waters might not transgress his command, when he marked out the foundations of the 
earth, 30 then I was beside him, like a master workman, and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, 31 
rejoicing in his inhabited world and delighting in the children of man. 32 “And now, O sons, listen to me: blessed 
are those who keep my ways. 33 Hear instruction and be wise, and do not neglect it. 34 Blessed is the one who 
listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting beside my doors. 35 For whoever finds me finds life and obtains 
favor from the Lord, 36 but he who fails to find me injures himself; all who hate me love death.” 

 
-silence for meditation & prayer- 

 
Prayer 

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
Closing Prayer 
O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High, reaching from one end to the other, mightily, and 
sweetly ordering all things: Come and teach us the way of prudence- Amen. 

 
 



 
Sunday- December 19, 2021 

4th Week of Advent  
 

Advent Reflection #4 
Jodi Rykse 

 
It’s hard to image being a teenager, a virgin, and being told by an angel that you were going to give 

birth to the Savior of the universe. Yet, despite her uncertainties and fears, Mary’s response to the angel, 
Gabriel was one of surrender and trust saying, “May everything you have said about me come true.” 
 
I’d like to think that I’d have as much faith as Mary did, but I’m not so sure. I often dwell on the unanswered 
questions and want my next step to be clear. Yet, Mary trusted God into the unknown, leaning not on her 
limited understanding nor getting paralyzed by the details, but boldly trusting God would keep His promises. 
 
Imagine the years that passed that we don’t hear much about, time spent raising Jesus, knowing all the while 
that He is the Messiah. Continuing into her life and the stories that are recorded, Mary’s faith is unwavering — 
when Herod orders that all the baby boys are to be killed and an angel tells Joseph they need to flee to Egypt, 
when her young Son goes missing in the temple and she doesn’t find Him for three days, when the prophecy is 
fulfilled and her Son is crucified on a cross until He is resurrected three days later. Mary ponders everything in 
her heart, and she continues to trust. 
 
May we have faith like Mary, lean on God’s word, and move forward with trust that God holds us in His hands 
and will always keep His promises. 

 
 

  



 
Monday- December 20, 2021 

4th Week of Advent  
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
 

-silence- 
 

Isaiah 42.1-7- God’s Promised Servant 
42 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; 
he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the 
street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring 
forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the 
coastlands wait for his law. 5 Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who 
spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk 
in it: 6 “I am the Lord; I have called you[b] in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will 
give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the 
prisoners from the dungeon,  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 

 
Prayer 

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel; you open and no one can shut; you shut and no one can 
open: Come and lead the prisoners from the prison house, those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of 
death- Amen.  



 
Tuesday- December 21, 2021 

4th Week of Advent 
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
 

-silence- 
 
 

Isaiah 9.2-7- The Child Born For Us 
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 
them has light shone. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as 
with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff 
for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of the 
tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For to 
us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his 
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and 
to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will do this 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 
 

Prayer 
-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
O Morning Star, splendour of light eternal and sun of righteousness: Come and enlighten those who dwell  
in darkness and the shadow of death- Amen.  



 
Wednesday- December 22, 2021 

4th Week Advent  
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
 

-silence- 
 
 

Isaiah 2.1-5- God Will Give the Nations Peace 
2 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 It shall come to pass in the 
latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and 
shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, 3 and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his 
ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 
 

Prayer 
-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
O King of the nations, and their desire, the cornerstone making both one: Come and save the human race, 
which you fashioned from clay- Amen.  



 
Thursday- December 23, 2021 

4th Week of Advent  
Opening Prayer 
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  
O LORD, make haste to help me! 

-Psalm 70.1- 
 

-silence- 
 
 

Isaiah 7.13-14- The Child Who Is Emmanuel 
13 And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God 
also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel. 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 
 

Prayer 
-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
O Emmanuel, our king and our lawgiver, the hope of the nations and their Saviour: Come and save us, O Lord 
our God- Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Friday- December 24, 2021 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

 
 

 

The One who holds the world in being was lying in a manger; he was simultaneously speechless infant and 

Word. The heavens cannot contain him, a woman carried him in her bosom. She was ruling our ruler, carrying 

the One in whom we are, suckling our Bread. O manifest infirmity and wondrous humility in which was thus 

concealed total divinity! …May he bring his gifts to perfection in us, since he did not shrink from making his 

own our tiny beginnings; and may he make us into children of God, since for our sake he was willing to be 

made a child of man.  

-Augustine of Hippo, from a Christmas sermon, 4th cent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We invite you to join us this evening to celebrate the birth of our blessed Savior, Jesus Christ. We have a 

children’s pageant at 5pm and a candlelight service at 7 & 9pm. We hope to see you there!   



 
Saturday- December 25, 2021 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

This was the moment when Before 
Turned into After, and the future’s 

Uninvented timekeepers presented arms. 
 

This was the moment when nothing 
Happened.  Only dull peace 

Sprawled boringly over the earth. 
 

This was the moment when even energetic Romans 
Could find nothing better to do 

Than counting heads in remote provinces. 
 

And this was the moment  
When a few farm workers and three 
Members of an obscure Persian sect 

Walked haphazardly by starlight straight 
 

Into the kingdom of heaven. 
-U.A. Fanthorpe, “BC:AD” 

 
 

Our Lord, finding no one free of guilt, has come to liberate all. 
Let saints exult, for victory lies within their reach. Let sinners rejoice, for they have been called to forgiveness. 
Let heathens take heart, for they have been summoned to life. 
-Leo the Great, from a Christmas sermon, 5th cent.  



 
Sunday- December 26, 2021 

Christmas Week  
 

 
Advent Reflection #5 

Eric Blythe 
 

Often times, when we hear a word over and over again, that word can begin to lose its meaning. When 
one of Stacie and I’s young children learns to say something new, we hear it around our house day and night 
until that word becomes just another one of the many sounds in a house with 3 little ones. I think it can be the 
same way with stories. The old saying is “familiarity breeds contempt”, but maybe familiarity doesn’t 
necessarily breed contempt as much as it breeds complacency. If you’re anything like me, that can be the 
temptation each year as Advent rolls around.  

 
As someone who’s heard the story of the birth of Christ since I was little, it can tend to fall on familiar 

ears, on a heart that has grown all too comfortable and complacent with the holiness, righteousness, humility 
and beauty of God. This is certainly not the spirit of Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds who were there to 
witness the very first days of Jesus’ life. Scripture tells us that Mary “treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart” and that the shepherds “glorified and praised God for all they had heard and seen”. 
My prayer for my family and for all of us as a community is that we would have that same response. That this 
Advent season we would think deeply and meditate on the God of all creation laying aside his glory and 
stepping into this world as one of us, that we might treasure up in our hearts a God who loved us enough to 
rescue us from the power of sin and death. 

 
 Let us set aside all complacency and behold the King of angels together this year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Monday- December 27, 2021 

Christmas Week  
Opening Prayer 
The Lord has made known his salvation;  
he has shown his deliverance in the sight of the nations! 

-Psalm 98.3- 
 

-silence- 
 
 

Luke 2.1-7- The Birth of Jesus 
2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This 
was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own 
town to register. 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 
town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, 
who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for 
the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 
manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 
 

Prayer 
-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: accept our 
heartfelt praise as we worship you, our Savior and our eternal God- Amen. 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Tuesday - December 28, 2021 
Christmas Week  

Opening Prayer 
The Lord has made known his salvation;  
he has shown his deliverance in the sight of the nations! 

-Psalm 98.3- 
 

-silence- 
 
 

Luke 2.8-20- Shepherds & Angels 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel 
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign 
to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the 
heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
told us about.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 
17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had 
heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 
 

Prayer 
-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: accept our 
heartfelt praise as we worship you, our Savior and our eternal God- Amen. 
 

 



Wednesday - December 29, 2021 
Christmas Week  

Opening Prayer 
The Lord has made known his salvation;  
he has shown his deliverance in the sight of the nations! 

-Psalm 98.3- 
-silence- 

Luke 2.21-38- Simeon & Anna  
21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had 
given him before he was conceived. 22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of 
Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the 
Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what 
is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem 
called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child 
Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying: 29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 30 For my 
eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 32 a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” 
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said 
to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce 
your own soul too.” 36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she 
was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to 
them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward 
to the redemption of Jerusalem.  
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
Prayer 

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: accept our 
heartfelt praise as we worship you, our Savior and our eternal God- Amen. 
 



Thursday - December 30, 2021 
Christmas Week  

Opening Prayer 
The Lord has made known his salvation;  
he has shown his deliverance in the sight of the nations! 

-Psalm 98.3- 
-silence- 

 
John 1.1-13- The Light Shines in the Darkness  
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in 
the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In 
him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify 
concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a 
witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of 
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 
Prayer 

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: accept our 
heartfelt praise as we worship you, our Savior and our eternal God- Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Friday - December 31, 2021 
Christmas Week  

Opening Prayer 
The Lord has made known his salvation;  
he has shown his deliverance in the sight of the nations! 

-Psalm 98.3- 
 

-silence- 
 
John 1.14-20- The Incarnation  
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and 
only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, 
saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was 
before me.’”) 16 Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 17 For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the 
one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. 19 
Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who 
he was. 20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.” 
 

-silence for meditation & prayer- 
 
Prayer 

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & the world- 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name. 
Your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen. 

-Matthew 6.9-13- 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
Lord Jesus Christ, your birth at Bethlehem draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: accept our 
heartfelt praise as we worship you, our Savior and our eternal God- Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
CHRISTMAS FEST 
Invite your neighbors and join us for CHRISTMAS FEST on December 12th from 5 - 7 pm. We will have big 
band music and sing-a-long, Sons of BBQ food, a petting zoo, crafts for all ages, fire pits with s'mores, Santa, 
and so much more. The event is free but you must register to insure we have plenty of food for everyone. 
 
 
LESSONS & CAROLS SERVICE 
FPC's Lessons & Carols service tells the story of God’s rescue that culminates in the birth of Jesus. Our services will 
feature beautiful music and selections of Scripture which narrate the Christmas good news.  
 
Service info: 
• Dec. 12, @ 9am & 11am 
• Childrens’ ministry provided 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE @ FPC 
Invite a friend and mark your calendar to celebrate the Christmas good news of Jesus’ birth!  
 
Family Service- Our Family Christmas Eve service feature children from our church acting out the Christmas story, as 
well as festive Christmas carols and candle-lighting.  
• Service time: Dec. 24, 5pm 
• Music: Christmas carols, led by our worship band 
 
Candlelight Services- Our Candlelight Christmas Eve services offer beautiful Christmas music, Scripture readings, a 
brief meditation, and candle-lighting.  
• Service times: Dec. 24, 7 & 9pm 
• Music: Christmas carols, with choir, organ, and brass  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


