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Advent & Christmas

“Advent” means “coming,” or “arrival,” and 
marks the season of the year in which the 
Christian community reflects on Jesus’ arrivals 
in the world. The Church focuses our attention 
in two directions at once: behind us, to Jesus’ 
coming into the world at Christmas, and ahead, 
for the promised Day when Jesus will arrive 
among us again to make all things new. 

The season of Advent is in one way a microcosm 
of a Christian’s entire journey in life. Fleming 
Rutledge notices that “In a very deep way, the 
entire Christian life in this world is lived in 
Advent, between the first and second comings 
of the Lord, in the midst of the tension between 
things the way they are and things the way they 
ought to be.”¹

Seasons such as Advent and Christmas are 
ripe opportunities to begin or renew a life of 
Christian spiritual practices. This collection 
of Scripture, prayer, and reflections have 
been prepared with the hope that Advent 
and Christmas will be a time of renewal and 
transformation for you.

Introduction

 ¹ Fleming Rutledge, from “Advent Begins in the Dark,” in The Bible and the New York Times, p. 29
Front Cover Photo by Monica Ayers
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How to Use This Prayerbook

This prayerbook is laid out in an easy-to-use format; it will guide you 
day-by-day through the Advent and Christmas seasons. Monday through 
Friday, there’s a simple pattern for prayer and Scripture reading, featuring 
an opening prayer, a passage of Scripture to read, space for meditation 
and prayer, and then the closing prayer.  And each Saturday, you’ll find a 
selection of reflection, preaching, or poetry which expresses the longing and 
hope of Advent and joy of celebrating Christ at Christmas.

The Scripture Selections

The Scripture selections in this prayerbook are meant to lead you through 
the immense narrative of God’s creating and rescuing work in the world that 
culminates in the coming of Christ. The texts narrating creation, humanity’s 
plight, the story of Israel, and the promises of the Hebrew prophets all show 
us the grand story of God that leads to Jesus, the One who gathers together 
“the hopes and fears of all the years.”

The “O Antiphons”

Preceding the regular daily rhythm of prayer and Scripture, we’ve included a 
historic set of prayers called the “O Antiphons.” They are an ancient set of 
prayers prayed over the seven days preceding Christmas Eve and Christmas. 
No one knows exactly who wrote them or when they came from, but we 
know they’ve been used in Christian worship and prayer since the very early 
centuries of the Church (if they sound familiar, it might be because they form 
the basis of the hymn “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”). We’d encourage you 
to pray them throughout Advent, allow them to guide you as you watch and 
wait for Christ.
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“O Sapienta”
O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High,
reaching from one end to the other,
mightily and sweetly ordering all things:
Come and teach us the way of prudence.

“O Adonai”
O Adonai, and leader of the House of Israel,
who appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush
and gave him the law on Sinai:
Come and redeem us with an outstretched arm.

“O Radix Jesse”
O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the peoples;
before you kings will shut their mouths,
to you the nations will make their prayer:
Come and deliver us, and delay no longer.

THE “O ANTIPHONS”
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“O Clavis David”
O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel;
you open and no one can shut;
you shut and no one can open:
Come and lead the prisoners from the prison house,
those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.

“O Oriens”
O Morning Star,
splendour of light eternal and sun of righteousness:
Come and enlighten those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.

“O Rex Gentium”
O King of the nations, and their desire,
the cornerstone making both one:
Come and save the human race,
which you fashioned from clay.

“O Emmanuel”
O Emmanuel, our king and our lawgiver,
the hope of the nations and their Saviour:
Come and save us, O Lord our God.
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Monday, November 28, 2022
1st Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
God Creates the Cosmos & Humanity

In the beginning when God created the 
heavens and the earth, the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face 
of the deep, while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters. Then God said, 
‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And 
God saw that the light was good; and God 
separated the light from the darkness. God 
called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day.

Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in 
our image, according to our likeness; and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the wild animals of 
the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.’

So God created humankind in his image,
    in the image of God he created them;
    male and female he created them.

God blessed them, and God said to them, 
‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth 
and subdue it; and have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the air 

and over every living thing that moves upon 
the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have given you 
every plant yielding seed that is upon the 
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed 
in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And 
to every beast of the earth, and to every bird 
of the air, and to everything that creeps on 
the earth, everything that has the breath of 
life, I have given every green plant for food.’ 
And it was so. God saw everything that he 
had made, and indeed, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, 
the sixth day.

-Genesis 1.1-5, 26-31-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

Almighty God,
as your kingdom dawns,
turn us from the darkness of sin 
to the light of holiness,
that we may be ready to meet you
in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ- 
Amen.
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Tuesday, November 29, 2022
1st Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
God Promises to Defeat the Serpent

They heard the sound of the Lord God 
walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife 
hid themselves from the presence of the 
Lord God among the trees of the garden. But 
the Lord God called to the man, and said to 
him, ‘Where are you?’ He said, ‘I heard the 
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ He 
said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? 
Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?’ The man said, 
‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, 
she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.’ 
Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What 
is this that you have done?’ The woman said, 
‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’ The Lord 
God said to the serpent,

‘Because you have done this,
    cursed are you among all animals
    and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
    and dust you shall eat
    all the days of your life.
I will put enmity between you and the 
woman,
    and between your offspring and hers;

he will strike your head,
    and you will strike his heel.’

-Genesis 3.8-15-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

Almighty God,
as your kingdom dawns,
turn us from the darkness of sin 
to the light of holiness,
that we may be ready to meet you
in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ- 
Amen.
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Wednesday, November 30, 2022
1st Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
God Promises To Bless The World

Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your 
country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. I will 
make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you, and make your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing. I will bless those who 
bless you, and the one who curses you I will 
curse; and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.’

-Genesis 12.1-3-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

Almighty God,
as your kingdom dawns,
turn us from the darkness of sin 
to the light of holiness,
that we may be ready to meet you
in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ- 
Amen.
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Thursday, December 1, 2022
1st Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
God Promises to Bless the World 
through a Son of Abraham

After these things God tested Abraham. He 
said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here 
I am.’ He said, ‘Take your son, your only son 
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land 
of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-
offering on one of the mountains that I shall 
show you.’ So Abraham rose early in the 
morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of 
his young men with him, and his son Isaac; 
he cut the wood for the burnt-offering, and 
set out and went to the place in the distance 
that God had shown him. On the third day 
Abraham looked up and saw the place far 
away. Then Abraham said to his young men, 
‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will 
go over there; we will worship, and then we 
will come back to you.’ Abraham took the 
wood of the burnt-offering and laid it on his 
son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire 
and the knife. So the two of them walked on 
together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, 
‘Father!’ And he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’ 
He said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, 
but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?’ 
Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the 
lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.’ So the two 
of them walked on together.

When they came to the place that God had 
shown him, Abraham built an altar there and 
laid the wood in order. He bound his son 
Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of 
the wood. Then Abraham reached out his 
hand and took the knife to kill his son. But 
the angel of the Lord called to him from 
heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’ 
And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Do not 
lay your hand on the boy or do anything to 
him; for now I know that you fear God, since 
you have not withheld your son, your only 
son, from me.’ And Abraham looked up and 
saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. 
Abraham went and took the ram and offered 
it up as a burnt-offering instead of his son. 
So Abraham called that place ‘The Lord will 
provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the 
mount of the Lord it shall be provided.’

-Genesis 22.1-14-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

Almighty God,
as your kingdom dawns,
turn us from the darkness of sin 
to the light of holiness,
that we may be ready to meet you
in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ- 
Amen.
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Friday, December 2, 2022
1st Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
God Frees His People

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites 
looked back, and there were the Egyptians 
advancing on them. In great fear the 
Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to 
Moses, ‘Was it because there were no graves 
in Egypt that you have taken us away to 
die in the wilderness? What have you done 
to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not 
the very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us 
alone and let us serve the Egyptians”? For it 
would have been better for us to serve the 
Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.’ But 
Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid, 
stand firm, and see the deliverance that the 
Lord will accomplish for you today; for the 
Egyptians whom you see today you shall 
never see again. The Lord will fight for you, 
and you have only to keep still.’

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you 
cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go 
forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch 
out your hand over the sea and divide it, 
that the Israelites may go into the sea on 
dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of 
the Egyptians so that they will go in after 
them; and so I will gain glory for myself over 
Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and 

his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I have gained 
glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, 
and his chariot drivers.’

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this 
song to the Lord:

‘I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed 
gloriously;
    horse and rider he has thrown into the 
sea.
The Lord is my strength and my might,
    and he has become my salvation;
this is my God, and I will praise him,
    my father’s God, and I will exalt him.

-Exodus 14.10-18; 15.1-2-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

Almighty God,
as your kingdom dawns,
turn us from the darkness of sin 
to the light of holiness,
that we may be ready to meet you
in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ- 
Amen.
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In our secret yearnings
 we wait for your coming,
 and in our grinding despair
 we doubt that you will.
And in this privileged place
 we are surrounded by witnesses who yearn more than do we
 and by those who despair more deeply than do we.
Look upon your church and its pastors
 in this season of hope
 which runs so quickly to fatigue
 and this season of yearning
 which becomes so easily quarrelsome.
Give us the grace and impatience
 to wait for your coming to the bottom of our toes,
 to the edges of our finger tips.
We do not want our several worlds to end.
Come in your power
 and come in your weakness
 in any case
 and make all things new.
Amen.

-Walter Brueggemann, “The Grace and the Impatience to Wait,” in 
Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth

Saturday, December 3, 2022
1st Saturday of Advent
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Monday, December 5, 2022
2nd Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
God Promises to Establish the Kingdom 
of a Son of David

Now when the king was settled in his house, 
and the Lord had given him rest from all his 
enemies around him, the king said to the 
prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a 
tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that 
you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’

But that same night the word of the Lord 
came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant 
David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one 
to build me a house to live in? I have not 
lived in a house since the day I brought up 
the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, 
but I have been moving about in a tent and 
a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about 
among all the people of Israel, did I ever 
speak a word with any of the tribal leaders 
of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd 
my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not 
built me a house of cedar?’ Now therefore 
thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus 
says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep to be 
prince over my people Israel; and I have 
been with you wherever you went, and have 
cut off all your enemies from before you; 

and I will make for you a great name, like 
the name of the great ones of the earth. And 
I will appoint a place for my people Israel 
and will plant them, so that they may live in 
their own place, and be disturbed no more; 
and evildoers shall afflict them no more, 
as formerly, from the time that I appointed 
judges over my people Israel; and I will give 
you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the 
Lord declares to you that the Lord will make 
you a house. When your days are fulfilled and 
you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise 
up your offspring after you, who shall come 
forth from your body, and I will establish 
his kingdom. He shall build a house for my 
name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom for ever. I will be a father to him, 
and he shall be a son to me.

-2 Samuel 7.1-14a-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

God our Father, 
you spoke to the prophets of old
of a Savior who would bring peace.
You helped them spread the joyful message
of his coming kingdom.
Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth,
to share the good news of your power and love.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world- Amen.
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Tuesday, December 6, 2022
2nd Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
God’s Wisdom Calls Out

Does not wisdom call,
    and does not understanding raise her 
voice?

For wisdom is better than jewels,
    and all that you may desire cannot 
compare with her.
I, wisdom, live with prudence,
    and I attain knowledge and discretion.
The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil.
Pride and arrogance and the way of evil
    and perverted speech I hate.
I have good advice and sound wisdom;
    I have insight, I have strength.
By me kings reign,
    and rulers decree what is just;
by me rulers rule,
    and nobles, all who govern rightly.
I love those who love me,
    and those who seek me diligently find me.
Riches and honour are with me,
    enduring wealth and prosperity.
My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold,
    and my yield than choice silver.
I walk in the way of righteousness,
    along the paths of justice,
endowing with wealth those who love me,
    and filling their treasuries.

The Lord created me at the beginning of his 
work,
    the first of his acts of long ago.
Ages ago I was set up,
    at the first, before the beginning of the 
earth.
When there were no depths I was brought 
forth,
    when there were no springs abounding 
with water.
Before the mountains had been shaped,
    before the hills, I was brought forth—
when he had not yet made earth and fields,
    or the world’s first bits of soil.
When he established the heavens, I was 
there,
    when he drew a circle on the face of the 
deep,
when he made firm the skies above,
    when he established the fountains of the 
deep,
when he assigned to the sea its limit,
    so that the waters might not transgress 
his command,
when he marked out the foundations of the 
earth,
    then I was beside him, like a master 
worker;
and I was daily his delight,
    rejoicing before him always,
rejoicing in his inhabited world
    and delighting in the human race.
‘And now, my children, listen to me:
    happy are those who keep my ways.
Hear instruction and be wise,
    and do not neglect it.
Happy is the one who listens to me,
    watching daily at my gates,
    waiting beside my doors.
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For whoever finds me finds life
    and obtains favour from the Lord;
but those who miss me injure themselves;
    all who hate me love death.’

-Proverbs 8.1, 11-36-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, 
& the world-

Closing Prayer

God our Father, 
you spoke to the prophets of old
of a Savior who would bring peace.
You helped them spread the joyful message
of his coming kingdom.
Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth,
to share the good news of your power and love.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world- Amen.

Tuesday, December 6, 2022 (continued)
2nd Week of Advent
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Wednesday, December 7, 2022
2nd Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
God Will Give the Nations Peace

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come
    the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains,
    and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
    Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord,
    to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
    and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
    and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
    and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares,
    and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
    neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob,
    come, let us walk
    in the light of the Lord!

-Isaiah 2.1-5-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

God our Father, 
you spoke to the prophets of old
of a Savior who would bring peace.
You helped them spread the joyful message
of his coming kingdom.
Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth,
to share the good news of your power and love.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world- Amen.
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Thursday, December 8, 2022
2nd Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
The Child Who Is Emmanuel

Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of 
David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, 
that you weary my God also? Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the 
young woman is with child and shall bear a 
son, and shall name him Immanuel.

-Isaiah 7.13-14-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

God our Father, 
you spoke to the prophets of old
of a Savior who would bring peace.
You helped them spread the joyful message
of his coming kingdom.
Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth,
to share the good news of your power and love.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world- Amen.
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Friday, December 9, 2022
2nd Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
The Child Born For Us

The people who walked in darkness
    have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
    on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
    you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
    as with joy at the harvest,
    as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
    and the bar across their shoulders,
    the rod of their oppressor,
    you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
    and all the garments rolled in blood
    shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
    a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
    and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
    and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
    He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
    from this time onwards and for evermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
-Isaiah 9.2-7-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

God our Father, 
you spoke to the prophets of old
of a Savior who would bring peace.
You helped them spread the joyful message
of his coming kingdom.
Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth,
to share the good news of your power and love.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world- Amen.
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Alone, alone, about a dreadful wood
Of conscious evil runs a lost mankind,
Dreading to find its Father lest it find
The Goodness it has dreaded is not good:
Alone, alone, about our dreadful wood…

We who must die demand a miracle.
How could the Eternal do a temporal act,
The Infinite become a finite fact?
Nothing can save us that is possible:
We who must die demand a miracle.

-W.H. Auden, from For the Time Being: A 
Christmas Oratorio

Saturday, December 10, 2022
2nd Saturday of Advent
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Monday, December 12, 2022
3rd Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
God’s Promised Coming

Comfort, O comfort my people,
    says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
    and cry to her
that she has served her term,
    that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
    double for all her sins.
A voice cries out:
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the 
Lord,
    make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
    and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
    and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
    and all people shall see it together,
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’
A voice says, ‘Cry out!’
    And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’
All people are grass,
    their constancy is like the flower of the 
field.
The grass withers, the flower fades,
    when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
    surely the people are grass.

The grass withers, the flower fades;
    but the word of our God will stand for ever.
Get you up to a high mountain,
    O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
    O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
    lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
    ‘Here is your God!’
See, the Lord God comes with might,
    and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
    and his recompense before him.
He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
    he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
    and gently lead the mother sheep.

-Isaiah 40.1-11-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

God of the prophets, 
you sent your messenger into the wilderness 
of Jordan to prepare human hearts for the 
coming of your Son.
Help us to prepare for Christ’s coming, 
and to hear the good news and repent, 
that we may be ready to welcome the Lord, 
our Savior Jesus Christ- Amen.
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Tuesday, December 13, 2022
3rd Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
God’s Promised Servant

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
    my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
    he will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry or lift up his voice,
    or make it heard in the street;
a bruised reed he will not break,
    and a dimly burning wick he will not 
quench;
    he will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not grow faint or be crushed
    until he has established justice in the 
earth;
    and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
Thus says God, the Lord,
    who created the heavens and stretched 
them out,
    who spread out the earth and what comes 
from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
    and spirit to those who walk in it:
I am the Lord, I have called you in 
righteousness,
    I have taken you by the hand and kept 
you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
    a light to the nations,
    to open the eyes that are blind,

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
    from the prison those who sit in darkness.

-Isaiah 42.1-7-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

God of the prophets, 
you sent your messenger into the wilderness 
of Jordan to prepare human hearts for the 
coming of your Son.
Help us to prepare for Christ’s coming, 
and to hear the good news and repent, 
that we may be ready to welcome the Lord, 
our Savior Jesus Christ- Amen.
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Wednesday, December 14, 2022
3rd Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
The Promised Peace of Christ

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
    who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
    one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
    from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the 
time
    when she who is in labour has brought 
forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
    to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the 
strength of the Lord,
    in the majesty of the name of the Lord his 
God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall 
be great
    to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.
    If the Assyrians come into our land
    and tread upon our soil,
we will raise against them seven shepherds
    and eight installed as rulers.

-Micah 5.2-5-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

God of the prophets, 
you sent your messenger into the wilderness 
of Jordan to prepare human hearts for the 
coming of your Son.
Help us to prepare for Christ’s coming, 
and to hear the good news and repent, 
that we may be ready to welcome the Lord, 
our Savior Jesus Christ- Amen.
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Thursday, December 15, 2022
3rd Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
The Birth of John the Baptizer Foretold

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there 
was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged 
to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a 
descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 
Both of them were righteous before God, living 
blamelessly according to all the commandments 
and regulations of the Lord. But they had no 
children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both 
were getting on in years. Once when he was 
serving as priest before God and his section was 
on duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the 
custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary 
of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of 
the incense-offering, the whole assembly of the 
people was praying outside. Then there appeared 
to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right 
side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah 
saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed 
him. But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your 
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will 
name him John. You will have joy and gladness, 
and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be 
great in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink 
wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will 
be filled with the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of 
the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With 
the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, 

to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and 
the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, 
to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ 
Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How will I know 
that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife 
is getting on in years.’ The angel replied, ‘I am 
Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have 
been sent to speak to you and to bring you this 
good news. But now, because you did not believe 
my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you 
will become mute, unable to speak, until the day 
these things occur.’ Meanwhile, the people were 
waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay 
in the sanctuary. When he did come out, he could 
not speak to them, and they realized that he had 
seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning 
to them and remained unable to speak. When his 
time of service was ended, he went to his home. 
After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and 
for five months she remained in seclusion.

-Luke 1.5-24-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

God of the prophets, 
you sent your messenger into the wilderness 
of Jordan to prepare human hearts for the 
coming of your Son.
Help us to prepare for Christ’s coming, 
and to hear the good news and repent, 
that we may be ready to welcome the Lord, 
our Savior Jesus Christ- Amen.
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Friday, December 16, 2022
3rd Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
The Announcement of Jesus’ Birth

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 
sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured 
one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 
to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favour with God. And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you will name him Jesus. He will be great, 
and will be called the Son of the Most High, 
and the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of his ancestor David. He will reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, 
‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The 
angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 
God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her 
old age has also conceived a son; and this is 
the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. For nothing will be impossible with 
God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant 

of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.’ Then the angel departed from 
her.

-Luke 1.26-38-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

God of the prophets, 
you sent your messenger into the wilderness 
of Jordan to prepare human hearts for the 
coming of your Son.
Help us to prepare for Christ’s coming, 
and to hear the good news and repent, 
that we may be ready to welcome the Lord, 
our Savior Jesus Christ- Amen.
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Immensity cloistered in thy dear womb,
Now leaves his well-beloved imprisonment,
There he hath made himself to his intent
Weak enough, now into our world to come;
But Oh, for thee, for him, hath th’ Inn no room?
Yet lay him in this stall, and from the Orient,
Stars, and wisemen will travel to prevent
Th’ effect of Herod’s jealous general doom. 
Seest thou, my Soul, with faith’s eyes, how he
Which fills all place, yet none holds him, doth lie?
Was not his pity towards thee wondrous high,
That would have need to be pitied by thee?
Kiss him, and with him into Egypt go,
With his kind mother, who partakes thy woe.

-John Donne, “Nativity”

Saturday, December 17, 2022
3rd Saturday of Advent
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Monday, December 19, 2022
4th Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
The Song of Mary

In those days Mary set out and went with 
haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
where she entered the house of Zechariah 
and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb. And why has this happened 
to me, that the mother of my Lord comes 
to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leapt 
for joy. And blessed is she who believed 
that there would be a fulfilment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord.’

And Mary said,

‘My soul magnifies the Lord,
    and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has looked with favour on the 
lowliness of his servant.
    Surely, from now on all generations will 
call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for 
me,
    and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him

    from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 
of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their 
thrones,
    and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
    and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
    in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our 
ancestors,
    to Abraham and to his descendants for 
ever.’
And Mary remained with her for about three 
months and then returned to her home.

-Luke 1.39-56-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among 
the peoples;
before you kings will shut their mouths,
to you the nations will make their prayer:
Come and deliver us, and delay no longer.
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Tuesday, December 20, 2022
4th Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
The Birth of John the Baptizer

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give 
birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbours 
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown 
his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with 
her.

On the eighth day they came to circumcise 
the child, and they were going to name him 
Zechariah after his father. But his mother 
said, ‘No; he is to be called John.’ They said 
to her, ‘None of your relatives has this name.’ 
Then they began motioning to his father to 
find out what name he wanted to give him. 
He asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His 
name is John.’ And all of them were amazed. 
Immediately his mouth was opened and 
his tongue freed, and he began to speak, 
praising God. Fear came over all their 
neighbours, and all these things were talked 
about throughout the entire hill country of 
Judea. All who heard them pondered them 
and said, ‘What then will this child become?’ 
For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with 
him.

Then his father Zechariah was filled with the 
Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy:

‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
    for he has looked favourably on his people 
and redeemed them.
He has raised up a mighty saviour for us
    in the house of his servant David,
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy 
prophets from of old,
    that we would be saved from our enemies 
and from the hand of all who hate us.
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to 
our ancestors,
    and has remembered his holy covenant,
the oath that he swore to our ancestor 
Abraham,
    to grant us that we, being rescued from 
the hands of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, in holiness and 
righteousness
    before him all our days.
And you, child, will be called the prophet of 
the Most High;
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare 
his ways,
to give knowledge of salvation to his people
    by the forgiveness of their sins.
By the tender mercy of our God,
    the dawn from on high will break upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness and 
in the shadow of death,
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.’

The child grew and became strong in spirit, 
and he was in the wilderness until the day he 
appeared publicly to Israel.

-Luke 1.57-80-

-silence for meditation & prayer-
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Tuesday, December 20, 2022 (continued)
4th Week of Advent

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the church, the city, & 
the world-

Closing Prayer

O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel;
you open and no one can shut;
you shut and no one can open:
Come and lead the prisoners from the prison house,
those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death- Amen.
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Wednesday, December 21, 2022
4th Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
The Birth of Jesus

In those days a decree went out from 
Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. This was the first registration 
and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city 
of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of 
David. He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn.

-Luke 2.1-7-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

O Morning Star,
splendour of light eternal and sun of 
righteousness:
Come and enlighten those who dwell 
in darkness and the shadow of death- Amen.
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Thursday, December 22, 2022
4th Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
The Shepherds and Angels

In that region there were shepherds living 
in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But 
the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; 
for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying,

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
    and on earth peace among those whom 
he favours!’
When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this 
thing that has taken place, which the Lord 
has made known to us.’ So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told 

them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them.

-Luke 2.8-20-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

O King of the nations, and their desire,
the cornerstone making both one:
Come and save the human race,
which you fashioned from clay- Amen.
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Friday, December 23, 2022
4th Week of Advent

Opening Prayer

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LORD, make haste to help me!

-Psalm 70.1-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
Simeon and Anna

After eight days had passed, it was time to 
circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the 
name given by the angel before he was conceived 
in the womb.

When the time came for their purification 
according to the law of Moses, they brought him 
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as 
it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn 
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and 
they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated 
in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two 
young pigeons.’

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name 
was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 
Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the 
temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under 
the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised 
God, saying,

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in 
peace,

    according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
    which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
    and for glory to your people Israel.’
And the child’s father and mother were amazed 
at what was being said about him. Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This 
child is destined for the falling and the rising 
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will 
be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul 
too.’

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 
age, having lived with her husband for seven 
years after her marriage, then as a widow to the 
age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 
worshipped there with fasting and prayer night 
and day. At that moment she came, and began to 
praise God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

-Luke 2.21-38-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

O Emmanuel, our king and our lawgiver,
the hope of the nations and their Saviour:
Come and save us, O Lord our God- Amen.
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This was the moment when Before
Turned into After, and the future’s

Uninvented timekeepers presented arms.

This was the moment when nothing
Happened.  Only dull peace

Sprawled boringly over the earth.

This was the moment when even energetic Romans
Could find nothing better to do

Than counting heads in remote provinces.

And this was the moment 
When a few farm workers and three

Members of an obscure Persian sect
Walked haphazardly by starlight straight

Into the kingdom of heaven.
-U.A. Fanthorpe, “BC:AD”

Saturday, December 24, 2022
Christmas Eve
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The One who holds the world in being was 
lying in a manger; he was simultaneously 
speechless infant and Word. The heavens 
cannot contain him, a woman carried him 

in her bosom. She was ruling our ruler, car-
rying the One in whom we are, suckling our 
Bread. O manifest infirmity and wondrous 
humility in which was thus concealed total 

divinity! …May he bring his gifts to per-
fection in us, since he did not shrink from 
making his own our tiny beginnings; and 

may he make us into children of God, since 
for our sake he was willing to be made a 

child of man.

-Augustine of Hippo, from a Christmas ser-
mon, 4th cent.

Sunday, December 25, 2022
Christmas Day
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Monday, December 26, 2022
Christmas Week

Opening Prayer

The Lord has made known his salvation; 
he has shown his deliverance in the sight of 
the nations!

-Psalm 98.3-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
God With Us

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took 
place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before 
they lived together, she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband 
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling 
to expose her to public disgrace, planned 
to dismiss her quietly. But just when he 
had resolved to do this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid 
to take Mary as your wife, for the child 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
She will bear a son, and you are to name 
him Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet:

‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son,
    and they shall name him Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.’

When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did 
as the angel of the Lord commanded him; 
he took her as his wife, but had no marital 

relations with her until she had borne a son; 
and he named him Jesus.

-Matthew 1.18-25-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, 
your birth at Bethlehem
draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven 
touching earth:
accept our heartfelt praise 
as we worship you, 
our Savior and our eternal God- Amen.
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Tuesday, December 27, 2022
Christmas Week

Opening Prayer

The Lord has made known his salvation; 
he has shown his deliverance in the sight of 
the nations!

-Psalm 98.3-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
The Visit of the Wise Men

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where 
is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, 
and have come to pay him homage.’ When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Messiah was to be born. They told him, 
‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet:

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men 
and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, 
bring me word so that I may also go and 
pay him homage.’ When they had heard the 
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 

went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 
On entering the house, they saw the child 
with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having 
been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by 
another road.

-Matthew 2.1-12-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, 
your birth at Bethlehem
draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven 
touching earth:
accept our heartfelt praise 
as we worship you, 
our Savior and our eternal God- Amen.
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Wednesday, December 28, 2022
Christmas Week

Opening Prayer

The Lord has made known his salvation; 
he has shown his deliverance in the sight of 
the nations!

-Psalm 98.3-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
Jesus’ Family Flees Herod and Lives in 
Nazareth

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and 
flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 
you; for Herod is about to search for the 
child, to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, 
took the child and his mother by night, and 
went to Egypt, and remained there until 
the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what 
had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’

When Herod saw that he had been tricked 
by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he 
sent and killed all the children in and around 
Bethlehem who were two years old or under, 
according to the time that he had learned 
from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what 
had been spoken through the prophet 
Jeremiah:

‘A voice was heard in Ramah,
    wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
    she refused to be consoled, because they 
are no more.’

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord 
suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child and 
his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who were seeking the child’s life are 
dead.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child 
and his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus 
was ruling over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after 
being warned in a dream, he went away to 
the district of Galilee. There he made his 
home in a town called Nazareth, so that 
what had been spoken through the prophets 
might be fulfilled, ‘He will be called a 
Nazorean.’

-Matthew 2.13-23-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, 
your birth at Bethlehem
draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven 
touching earth:
accept our heartfelt praise 
as we worship you, 
our Savior and our eternal God- Amen.
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Thursday, December 29, 2022
Christmas Week

Opening Prayer

The Lord has made known his salvation; 
he has shown his deliverance in the sight of 
the nations!

-Psalm 98.3-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
The Light Shines in the Darkness

In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things 
came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 
into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came 
into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, and 
his own people did not accept him. But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

-John 1.1-13-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, 
your birth at Bethlehem
draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven 
touching earth:
accept our heartfelt praise 
as we worship you, 
our Savior and our eternal God- Amen.
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Friday, December 30, 2022
Christmas Week

Opening Prayer

The Lord has made known his salvation; 
he has shown his deliverance in the sight of 
the nations!

-Psalm 98.3-

-silence-

Scripture Reading for the Day -
The Incarnation

And the Word became flesh and lived among 
us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth. (John testified to him and cried out, 
‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes 
after me ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.”’) From his fullness we have all 
received, grace upon grace. The law indeed 
was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever 
seen God. It is God the only Son, who is 
close to the Father’s heart, who has made 
him known.

This is the testimony given by John when 
the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ 
He confessed and did not deny it, but 
confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’

-John 1.14-20-

-silence for meditation & prayer-

Prayer

-prayer for yourself, family, loved ones, the 
church, the city, & the world-

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, 
your birth at Bethlehem
draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven 
touching earth:
accept our heartfelt praise 
as we worship you, 
our Savior and our eternal God- Amen.
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[We] arrived at evening, not a moment too soon
Finding the place; it was (you may say) satisfactory.

All this was a long time ago, I remember,
And I would do it again, but set down
This set down
This: were we led all that way for 
Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly, 
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth
 and death, 
But had thought they were different; this Birth was
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,
With an alien people clutching their gods.
I should be glad of another death.

-T.S. Eliot, from “Journey of the Magi”

Saturday, December 31, 2022
1st Saturday of Christmastide
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Please Join Us For These
Upcoming Services And Events!

Lessons & Carols, December 11
Worship Services at 9:00am and 11am

(No 8:15am or 9:30am Service)

Christmas Fest, December 18
Live Music, Food, and Activities from 5pm - 7pm

Christmas Eve, December 24
5pm - Contemporary Candlelight Service with Children’s Christmas 

Pageant
7pm and 9pm - Traditional Candlelight Service

Christmas Day, December 25
One Service at 10am


