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Elmbrook's mission is to become rooted in Jesus and released to His mission. Ministry is going strong 
through the summer months. We are fully staffed, and ministries are running during the week and on 
weekends. Camp Vertical hosts more than 250 children on campus each week with great leaders who are 
well trained to plan and execute fun activities for kids centered on Jesus and sharing the Gospel. Care 
ministry continues through the summer months as our care team reaches out and responds to those who 
are hurting, providing care and support in times of need.  

The mission team continues to support our field workers through the office staff and volunteer care 
teams focused on specific areas of the world. The Mission Leadership Team (also known as MLT) meets 
monthly to discuss and make decisions related to the mission's program. In addition to the support we 
provide for field workers, the mission team is supporting India, where Covid had a devastating impact on 
the people, as well as being a place where Elmbrook Church has focused on reaching Muslims in Northern 
India. Through the generous giving of our congregation designated for Ukraine relief, we have been able 
to support current fieldworkers, past International Center guests, and global partners. Operation 
Mobilization, World Relief, and International Needs are partners who are recipients of funds to help the 
refugees of the Ukraine war. Field workers in Poland and Romania have hosted people in their homes. 
One field worker uses funds as she works with the deaf from Ukraine. Thank you, Elmbrook, for 
responding to the Ukraine crisis with your prayers and financial support.  

Summer months are times of gathering and being outdoors. Sunday Fundays at the Lake Country campus 
and Food Truck Tuesdays at the Brookfield campus provide opportunities for people to get together for 
food, fun activities, and invite friends.   

Many ministries are planning for fall in preparation to launch ministry and outreach programs. Sights are 
set on September with exciting plans for family ministry.  

The adult ministry will launch new men's, women's, and community life groups this fall with new 
discipleship materials to challenge faith development. The mission team is planning for Harvestfest in 
October, and the worship ministry is growing, with vocalists and musicians raising their hands to be 
involved.  

Giving continues to be strong. The Home Fund supports running the church and ministries through 
generous and sacrificial giving of the congregation. Your generous giving also supports the Harvest 
ministries, including local and global outreach through our field workers who are taking the Gospel to 
many places worldwide. At this time, we are 1.8% above budget for Home Fund and 18% above budget in 
Harvest Fund, with only three weeks left in the fiscal year. Thank you, Elmbrook Church. 

The COE is seeking recommendations for Elder candidates. If you know someone who would be a good 
candidate to serve the church in this capacity, please submit their name and why they would be a good 
candidate at elmbrook.org/elders.   

The Council of Elders, with the input of senior staff leadership, has developed a transitional plan for the 
health and growth of Elmbrook Church staff, congregation, ministries, and outreach during our season 
without a senior pastor. The plan addresses two primary areas:  



The Pulpit and Preaching Team will be led by Pastor Mel Lawrenz and include Pastors Mike M., Andrew 
Johnston, and Kelly Andaloro, as well as outside speakers who may be invited. The team will be involved 
in sermon planning, content, presentation, evaluation, and scheduling of speakers.  

The second area is a Senior Leadership Team co-led by Mark Marvel, Mike M., and Andrew Johnston. The 
team will also include Michelle Hafner and Jen Akin. Mel Lawrenz will serve as an advisory member to 
offer wisdom and counsel on leadership and spiritual matters and integrate decisions with the Pulpit and 
Preaching Team. This team will meet regularly during the period without a senior Pastor and will be 
responsible for leading the staff until a new senior pastor is in place.  

The co-leaders will develop a collaborative process with other Team members to meet the needs of the 
Elmbrook congregation, the community, and the world it serves.  

We have been in the search process for a new Senior Pastor for a while now. It is good to look back at 
where we have come from and where we are in the search process.  

The search process began as the Council reflected on who we are as a church, who we want to be as a 
church, the characteristics we want in a Senior Pastor, and determining and understanding the major 
roles of the Senior Pastor. A search team of church members was formed, representing the congregation. 
Also, about 100 members of the congregation and staff participated in focus groups and gave their 
insights and input regarding the Senior Pastor. A church-wide survey was conducted to help us 
understand where we were at as a church.  

We transitioned to working with Vanderbloemen, a search firm that helped us move into the candidate 
interview stage of the search. We are currently in the interviewing and vetting stage of the process.   

  

Many questions come to mind as we consider what lies ahead related to the search process: Who will this 
new person be? Will they be a good fit for Elmbrook? How will they carry out their role as pastor and 
shepherd of Elmbrook Church? These are all excellent questions and are part of the considerations we, as 
elders, are asking and praying about. As leaders, we are keenly aware that we depend on the Lord's 
provision to appoint the best candidate for leading Elmbrook Church forward and God's Spirit in our midst 
to discern His leading. Both the Search Team and Council are so thankful for the many of you who 
regularly lift the search up in prayer. We implore you to stay diligent in this area and remain faithful to 
this call to prayer.  

  

The Council of Elders is grateful for how the Lord continues to work in and through Elmbrook Church. We 
are grateful for you, the congregation, who serve and give so generously. People are coming to faith. 
Lives are being changed. The light of the world has come to light our path. May God's kingdom come, His 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 


