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A WORD CONCERNING
IN-PERSON WORSHIP
Dear Covenant UCC Family and Friends,

On November 28, 2021, after receiving 
recommendations from our Reopening/
Reengagement Task Force, I announced 
to the congregation that we would be 
opening our doors for in-person worship 
on January 9, 2022. At the time, numbers 
were relatively low, and it appeared we 
were heading in a direction that would 
allow for providing a safe in-person 
worship environment.

Since that announcement and up until 
now, there has been a blistering increase 
in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations. 
In addition, a new and highly contagious 
variant of COVID-19 known as Omicron 
has now become the dominant strand 
around the world.

Due to uncertainty around the direction 
of the pandemic and in consultation 
with the Reopening/Reengagement 
Task Force, out of an abundance of 
caution, we have prayerfully decided to 
postpone reopening the church for in-
person worship. Like many of you, I was 
looking forward to us once again sharing 
in worship in the same physical space. 
However, your safety and your health 
have always been our top priority in this 
ordeal. We feel that to reopen as planned, 
given what we know and now see across 
the landscape with current outbreaks, 
break through cases, event cancellations 
and closures in various venues, would be 
irresponsible on our part and violate the 
standards of safety we have set.

We will continue to monitor the situation 
and provide future updates by email and 
during our livestream worship service. 
I encourage you to please continue to 
exercise all due precaution, especially 

during this holiday season by following 
CDC safety guidelines.
When the time comes to open our doors, 
we want you to know what to expect. 
This newsletter has been crafted as a 
presentation of our gathering guidelines. 
Please read carefully and anticipate 
changes along the way.

We will continue to closely monitor CDC 
guidelines and state mandates and 
work tirelessly with our Reengagement/
Reopening Task Force to make our 
eventual return to in-person worship a safe 
experience for all who attend.

We recognize that anticipating the return 
to in-person worship service is exciting for 
some and may cause anxiety for others, 
and we are committed to providing a 
safe environment for everyone attending 
in person. You must be fully vaccinated 
as defined by the current CDC guidelines 
to attend. If you are not fully vaccinated, 
we ask you to continue to worship online 
during our 7:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship 
services. 

As of November 19, 2021, in general, CDC 
indicates that people are considered fully 
vaccinated:
• 2 weeks after their second dose in a 
2-dose series, such as the Pfizer or Moderna 
vaccines, or
• 2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such 
as Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine

If you don’t meet these requirements, 
regardless of your age, you are NOT fully 
vaccinated.

Booster shots are not required at this time 
but may well be required soon. All adults 
18 or older are eligible for a booster shot 
six months after completing their primary 
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vaccination series if they started with Pfizer-
BioNTech or Moderna—or two months after 
getting the J&J single-shot vaccine. Please 
check the CDC guidelines often to stay up 
to date.

If you are fully vaccinated, once we identify 
a safe date to return to in-person worship 
service, we will ask you to follow our 
registration process. We have provided 
the safety precautions below for your 
preparation. We will have training for all 
volunteer members supporting us in this 
return to in-person service.

We will maintain a high level of cleaning 
and sanitation before and after service, 
have hand sanitizer readily available, 
and encourage social distancing in our 
auditoriums and lobby. If you have any 
symptoms of COVID-19, cold, or flu (fever/
chills, cough, body aches/headache, 
tiredness, runny/stuffy nose, sore throat or 
shortness of breath, loss of sense of taste 
or smell), within the last 14 days, or have 
been exposed to COVID-19, we will ask you 
to please join us online.

Let us keep praying for physical, mental, 
emotional, and spiritual protection in this 
momentary setback for ourselves, our 
family, our church, our community, our 
country, and the world. With God’s help, we 
will get through this and beyond this. In the 
words of the Apostle Paul……we are hard 
pressed on every side, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, 
but not abandoned; struck down, but not 
destroyed (2 Corinthians 4:8-9). Let us 
remain hopeful and find strength and 
perseverance in the Spirit of God, as we 
anxiously await the dawning of brighter 
days

Love You to Life, 

Rev. Dr. Patrick L. Daymond, Senior Pastor

GATHERING GUIDELINES
Safety Precautions

Your health and safety is a top priority for us! Let’s work 
together to make the eventual return to in-person worship 
service a fantastic experience for all who serve and attend. 
All attendees must be fully vaccinated.

We will...
• Have an improved ventilation system.
• Have temperature checks. Any individual who has a 
temperature of 100.4°F (38°C) or higher will be prohibited 
from entering the premises and asked to contact their 
health care provider.
• Require all attendees to provide proof of vaccination 
during the pre-registration process.
• Attendees must provide a copy of their vaccination card 
showing that the individual has received all required doses 
of the vaccine. Currently, a booster is not required but this is 
subject to change.
• Attendees must provide only a record of their COVID-19 
vaccination to CUCC and not a record of other vaccinations 
or medical history. For example, attendees must not provide 
CUCC with a form containing their full vaccination history 
regarding illnesses other than COVID-19.
• CUCC will securely maintain this information in accordance 
with Local, State and Federal regulations.
• CUCC will restrict access to this information to a purely 
need-to-know basis in compliance with HIPAA regulations.
• Provide visuals for social distancing by marking off seats, 
utilizing floor decals, monitoring bathroom capacities, etc.
• Make hand sanitizer readily available.
• Refrain from passing offering baskets (as always, you can 
give online!) We will have a basket to drop off your offering if 
you choose not to give online.
• Refrain from hugging and holding hands with anyone not 
in your family/household.
• Stagger dismissal to avoid exit bottlenecks.
Out of concern for others, we ask that you kindly...
• Check your own temperature before arriving at CUCC. Any 
person that has a temperature of 100.4°F (38°C) or higher 
should not attend.
• Do not attend if you have been exposed to COVID-19 or are 
experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms.
• Wear a mask at all times. If you cannot or do not wish to 
wear a mask, please join us online! A properly worn mask:
• Completely covers the nose and mouth of the wearer;
• Is secured to the head, including with ties or ear loops;
• Fits snugly against the side of the face; and
• Masks do not include face shields and should be a 
solid piece of material without slits, exhalation valves, or 
punctures. Face coverings like scarves and bandanas do 
not meet this requirement. For optimal protection, CDC 
recommends N95 or non-counterfeit KN95 masks.
• Wash your hands or use hand sanitizer frequently.
• Maintain proper social distancing and avoid congregating 
before or after services.

A WORD CONCERNING
IN-PERSON WORSHIP
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What time is the in-person church service?
We do not have a certain date at this time as to when in-person church will commence. Our plan is 
to begin with a 7:30 a.m. service.

What will those who don’t attend the in-person worship service see online?
Those who do not attend in-person worship on Sunday morning will experience the 7:30 a.m. in-
person service online, and the 11:00 a.m. service that we have created for online as normal.

Where do I park?
We have church parking inside of the gated parking lot. We have also increased our handicap 
parking spaces in front of the church.

What doors do I use to enter the church?
There will be one door on either side of the Narthex used for membership entry. The staff and trained 
volunteer members will enter at the side door.

How long will the in-person worship service last?
We are preparing to have an impactful worship experience that will last between 60 minutes and 90 
minutes as the Lord leads.

Do I need to bring my vaccination card?
No. You would have pre-registered and uploaded your vaccination information. Therefore, we will 
just verify that you have pre-registered.

What if I couldn’t pre-register on my computer or device?
If you have a problem completing the registration, please call the church at 708-333-5955 or email 
safety@covucc.org, and we will be happy to help you complete the pre-registration process.

Will I need to pre-register for service each Sunday I would like to attend in-person worship?
Yes, each person must pre-register for each service they would like to attend.

Will I have to submit to a temperature check?
Yes, everyone will have to submit to a temperature check upon entry into CUCC. If you are exhibiting 
any symptoms of a COVID-19 infection or have a temperature of 100.4°F (38°C) or higher, you will not 
be allowed to enter the premises.

What does service look like?
The sanctuary seating will be limited, and rows will be blocked off to ensure safe social distancing. 
We encourage you to only sit directly with members of your own household.

Is there a recommended arrival time for services?
Doors will open about 45 minutes before the start of the service. All are required to maintain proper 
social distancing.

Can I bring my coffee to the service?
No. Please refrain from bringing food or beverages into service.

Can I take off my mask?
No. Here at CUCC, we strive for best practice and the highest standards of care for our congregation 
and staff. Therefore, wearing a mask is always required for everybody.

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS
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Can I bring my children into the sanctuary with me?
Yes. All fully vaccinated children are welcome so long as they follow the social distancing guidelines.

Will the Ozzie E. Smith, Jr. Youth Center be open?
No. We look forward to inviting our youth back into the youth church soon.

Does my child have to wear a mask?
Yes. Any child entering the campus must be fully vaccinated and is required to wear a mask. 
Unvaccinated children may not attend, yet. We look forward to worshipping with everyone in the 
future.

Can my small ministry or program meet at CUCC after the service?
We hope to host small- to medium-sized gatherings in the future! In the initial stage, we are only 
able to hold worship services in order to maintain proper cleaning and distancing protocols.

What if someone who attends a service later tests positive for COVID-19? What if I attend a service 
and later test positive?
We will request that you notify the church by emailing safety@covucc.org if you test positive within 
14 days after attending a service in person. Because we will require
contact information during registration, we will notify those who attended if someone subsequently 
reports a COVID-19 infection and may the local health department.

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS

SPOTLIGHT ON SEENA L. BRODNAX-BROWN
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

We would like to welcome 
Seena as she takes on 
her new role as Executive 
Assistant at Covenant 
UCC.  She is no stranger to 
Covenant and is loved by 
the young and young at 
heart. We congratulate her 
and wish her the best in this 
new role.
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UPCOMING/CURRENT EVENTS
IF MY PEOPLE 
PRAYER CALL 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
 @ 7:14 A.M.

With Rev. Dr. Patrick  
L. Daymond

Dial: 708-546-9759 

NOON BIBLE STUDY 
EVERY WEDNESDAY  

@ 12:00 P.M.
With Pastor Emeritus,  

Rev. Dr. Ozzie E. Smith, Jr.

YOUNG ADULT 
CONNECT 
EVERY WEDNESDAY  
@ 7:00 P.M.
Contact: Rev. Robert Buckner 
at revbuckner@covucc.org

CONFIRMATION 
CLASS 
EVERY WEDNESDAY  
@ 7:00 P.M.

FOOD GIVEAWAY 
EVERY SATURDAY  

@ 9:30 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.
Location: 1102 E. 154th St.,  

South Holland, IL

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
RECHARGE 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Youth Bible Study
Link: https://bit.ly/ 
wednesdaynightrecharge

WORD THERAPY 
EVERY TUESDAY @ 7:00 P.M.

With Rev. Dr. Patrick L.  
Daymond

Only on YouTube 

KUUMBA KIDS 
EVERY WEDNESDAYS 
@ 5:15 P.M. - 5:45 P.M.

Info: sbbrown@covucc.org 
Link: https://bit.ly/ 
cucckuumbakids

FLOCKNOTE 
TEXT: CUCC TO 84576 
A new way for our  
members to connect

OFFICIAL  
MERCHANDISE
STORE
NOW OPEN!

COOKING WITH
THE CUNNINGHAMS 

DANIEL FAST EDITION 
 BEGINNING FEBRUARY 24TH

SPRING REVIVAL
EVERY SUNDAY

IN MARCH

ASH
WEDNESDAY
DRIVE-BY ASHES
MARCH 2

WOMEN’S
DAY 
MARCH 20



Sunday Worship 
7:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. – Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Listen By Phone:   760-548-9759

Bible Study
Wednesday 12:00 p.m.

Listen By Phone:   760-548-9759 

Facebook Live

***

Radio Broadcast
Friday 12:30 p.m.  WYCA 102.3 

Website - www.covucc.org  

1130 East 154th Street / South Holland, IL 60473 

708-333-5955 phone - 708-333-4220 fax  

Rev. Dr. Patrick L. Daymond, Senior Pastor  

Rev. Dr. Ozzie E. Smith, Jr., Pastor Emeritus

WEEKLY WORSHIP

SCAN HERE
TO PRE-REGISTER
FOR OUR
ANNUAL MEETING OR 

GO TO
https://covucc.org/
mycovucc/annual-
meeting-registration


