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Grace and Peace Church Family,

Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow.   I hope that you had a wonderful 
summer, whether that included rest, 
travel, and whatever activities filled 
you with joy. Your church staff and lay 
leadership team have worked tirelessly 
over the last several months as we have 
now resumed many of our in-person 
ministry activities.  What a joy it has 
been to see you around the campus 
and to reengage in meaningful ministry 
and fellowship, furthering our mission 
to connect the disconnected to Christ 
and to equip the connected to be more 
like Christ.  

I’m so excited to announce a new way 
to get connected at Covenant United 
Church of Christ.   On October 8, we’re 
beginning what we’re calling connect 
groups. Connect groups are small 
gatherings of 8 to 10 people designed 
for developing deeper fellowship as we 
engage in discussion around Bible Study, 
Word Therapy, sermons, and seasonal 
topics.   This Fall, we are hosting connect 
groups under the themes: “faith” and 
“finances.”   Groups meet either in person 
or virtually each week on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays at 6pm and Saturdays at 
10am.
  

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
REV. DR. PATRICK L. DAYMOND
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You choose the day of the week 
and format that works best for you.  
Groups will meet over the course of 
nine weeks.   

Our goal is to create a church where 
everyone is connected in relationship 
and growing in faith.   We want to offer 
everyone an opportunity to move 
from just being a part of the crowd to 
doing life with others in community.  
Discussions will also help us to apply 
principles of Christian faith to our 
lives, leading to spiritual growth and 
transformation. In the aftermath of 
the pandemic, we are clear on the 
critical importance of relationships.  
Connect groups will make our church 
feel more engaged with each other 
with the goal of eliminating feelings 
of loneliness and isolation.  

Rev. Robert Buckner, Associate Pastor 
for Adult Education and Formation, 
oversees our connect group project 
while also empowering facilitators 
to provide leadership for group life.  
Please register for connect groups 
now through October 2nd by visiting 
our website or contact Rev. Robert at 
revbuckner@covucc.org.  

Love U 2 Life,

Rev. Dr. Patrick L. Daymond
Senior Pastor
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“Our goal is to 
create a church 
where everyone 
is connected in 
relationship and 
growing in faith.”



Mission Statement:
The Barbara W. Smith Family Life Center provides individuals and families with valuable 
programs and resources to support human flourishing and well-being.

Food Pantry Remodel is Complete
Our food pantry remodel is complete and has expanded its capacity to serve more 
people. There are new floors, doors, equipment, and more. Come see the changes.
We are always looking for volunteers to help feed our neighbors.

BWS FAMILY LIFE CENTER
Q3 2022 SUMMARY
REV. DR. TROY UNDERWOOD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Ephesians 2:10
New Living Translation
“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has 
created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can 
do the good things he planned for us long 
ago.”

The Pastoral Care & Wellness ministry of 
Covenant United Church of Christ continues 
to connect with members and the community. 
The connection includes, but is not limited to, 
healthy ways to encourage people to “get 
moving.” In July, we began Walking at West. 
We walk around the perimeter of CUCC’s 
central, north, and west campuses. CUCC 
and the community walk four days a week 
from 7:00 to 9:00 am Monday thru Thursday. 
This event has developed new relationships, 
friendships, and spiritual bonding among 
the walkers. Some walkers have shared 
testimonies on how they are moving better, 
feeling better, and have a new appreciation 
for the outdoors. At the same time, some 
participants share family stories, exchange 
recipes for healthy cooking, and share fresh 
vegetables grown in their gardens. 

This is the second year that we’ve invited the 
Black Farmers of the Pembroke Community 
to come and sell their organic vegetables, 
fruits, and poultry to members of the 
community and CUCC. The Black Farmers of 
Pembroke & Hopkins Park have been farming 
their land for over 65 years. Yet, the poverty 
level is more than 30% of the national norm. 
By inviting them to CUCC in the Spring & 
Fall, we benefit from the fabulous foods of 
the earth, increase awareness of the positive 
impact of fresh produce and poultry, and 
bring attention to the plight of the historical 
black farmer.  

PASTORAL CARE
& WELLNESS
REV. ETHEL SOUTHERN
ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF PASTORAL CARE & WELLNESS
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Lastly, as the church reopens to afternoon and 
evening meetings, the Pastoral Care & Wellness 
ministry is preparing to meet in person and 
collaborate vigorously with other ministries and 
the Barbara W. Smith Family Life Center to serve 
CUCC and the community.  

Rev. Ethel Southern
Associate Pastor of Pastoral Care & Wellness
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“But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness 
like a never-failing stream!” – Amos 5:24

Greetings brothers and sisters in Christ,
As you know the election season is upon us and 
you have probably been bombarded with all 
types of political advertisements about various 
candidates and policy positions. One topic that 
has been getting a lot of attention recently is 
the SAFE-T Act, specifically about the section 
of the law called the Pretrial Fairness Act, which 
eliminates our current “money bail system.” Much 
disinformation around this law has been promoted 
and used as a fear mongering tactic, which has 
led to various misconceptions about what the 
Pretrial Fairness Act does and doesn’t do. In 
this new age of fake news and social media, it is 
more important than ever that we do our best to 
separate facts from fiction and not be swayed 
by the disinformation spewed by those who are 
fighting against the interests of our community. 
That’s why it’s important that we know the facts 
about what the Pretrial Fairness Act actually does 
and how it helps push our communities forward.

The “Money Bail System”
The money bail system is the pretrial system we 
use to provide services to an accused individual 
to help ensure they continue to show up for their 
court appearances and promote public safety. 
When an individual is charged with a crime, they 
are first brought before a judge, who reads them 
the offense they’ve been charged with and then 
gives them a bail. Bail is the amount of money 
they must pay to make sure they return to court 
during the duration of their court proceedings. If a 
person has the resources to afford the bail, they 
simply pay it and are free to leave while awaiting 

FAITH AND JUSTICE
trial. However, for an individual that can’t 
afford to pay the bail amount their experience 
is completely different. These individuals are 
taken into custody and held in the county jail 
until they can either pay their bail amount or 
their case is concluded, which can sometimes 
take years. Under this system, access to money 
determines whether someone is released, not 
public safety.  This has resulted in system that 
is a direct contributor to mass incarceration 
by criminalizing someone for being poor. A 
prime example of this is the Cook County Jail 
population.  In 2018, over 90% of the population 
were locked up because they couldn’t pay their 
bail. Additionally, many people who are arrested 
and accused of a crime will not be convicted.  
In 2019, 40 percent of felony cases in Cook 
County did not end in convictions, but instead 
resulted in dismissals or findings of not guilty. 

It is important to remember that there should be 
a very high and clear standard for incarcerating 
a person who is presumed innocent while 
awaiting trial.  Study after study has shown that 
people on pretrial release are rarely arrested 
for new allegations of violence against another 
person and comply with the terms of their 
release. They include: 
• A Loyola University Chicago study that 

showed that bail reform in Cook County has 
not been associated with increases in new 
criminal activity. 

• An analysis by the Chicago Appleseed 
Center for Fair Courts showed that less than 
4 percent of people on electronic monitoring 
in Cook County between 2016 and 2020 
were rearrested on accusation of a new 
serious crime. 

• A study by the University of Chicago Crime 
Lab, using recent data, showed that arrests 
for individuals on electronic monitoring 
have remained flat and low despite vast 
fluctuations in the amount of gun homicides 
over the last few years, indicating that those 
on electronic monitoring are not driving 
crime. 

THE PRE-TRIAL FAIRNESS ACT
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In 2014, a group of community organizations 
came together to form a coalition for the sole 
purpose of ending the money bail system in 
Illinois.  In January 2021, they achieved their 
goal when the Illinois General Assembly passed 
the Pretrial Fairness Act, as a part of the SAFE-T 
Act, which eliminates the money bail system. 
The law moves Illinois from a pretrial detention 
system that prioritized wealth to one that 
prioritizes public safety. Under the new rules, 
judges must make their decision on pretrial 
detention based on public safety, the specific 
facts of the case, safety and willful flight – not 
on access to money. 

So why is there so much negative coverage of 
the Pretrial Fairness Act?
The issue of crime is a hot political topic and 
opponents of this law want to make it appear 
that this law will lead to every accused individual 
being automatically released, regardless of 
the crime they are accused of. The attacks on 
the Pretrial Fairness Act also consistently fail 
to recognize the presumption of innocence 
for everyone and the actual innocence of 
many accused people.  In light of this, much 
disinformation has been promoted but below 
are the five 
main talking points that have been used, and 
the real facts to rebut them.

MYTH #1: The Pretrial Fairness Act (as part 
of the SAFE-T Act) was rushed through 
withoutdebate “in the middle of the night 
and is heavily flawed.

FACT: Not at all.  Legislators and community 
groups have been working on developing this 
with policy experts, law enforcement, and 
judges since 2017. 

• For starters, the law was passed two years 
ago, and implementation work has been 
consistently ongoing with the weekly 
guidance of an assigned task force comprised 
of criminal justice experts. The law was the 
product of a very judicious legislative process 
where multiple hearings were held, and 
lawmakers heard testimony from experts, 
advocates, and law enforcement. The law 
was also based on recommendations from 
the Illinois Supreme Court Commission on 
Pretrial Practices, which was formed in 2017 
to review the concerns of the Illinois Pretrial 
Bond System.

MYTH #2: Under this law “murderers” will be 
automatically released and allowed to live 
among the public.  
FACT: This is a blatantly false interpretation of 
the Pretrial Fairness Act that is made in bad faith.
• Under the Pretrial Fairness Act, judges have 

the power to detain people who are accused 
of violent felonies until their trial if prosecutors 
show evidence that they pose a danger to 
someone else or are a flight risk.

• Once released, an individual must still follow 
the pretrial conditions set out by the judge and 
if they violate them, a judge can revoke their 
pretrial release and put them in jail. Judges 
can also still issue warrants for individuals 
who miss court. Thus, pretrial release is not a 
“get out of jail free card.”

• Finally, there is nothing in the law that 
requires judges to release people accused of 
murder and other violent felonies on January 
1st.  Current money bonds will have to be 
reviewed by a judge and they will make their 
decision based on the particular facts of that 
case.

MYTH #3: The law will “set free” people 
charged with gun crimes, or violent offenses 
like kidnapping and robbery.
FACT:  Absolutely not. Judges still have 
the discretion to detain anyone accused of 
dangerous offenses if they are found to be a 
flight risk.
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• This is a popular myth that has been 
highlighted in recent false advertisement. 
The real fact is that under the new law, 
anyone accused of a violent crimes like 
kidnapping, robbery, or crimes involving 
a gun, can still be held in jail until their 
trial without the option of paying bail if 
prosecutors present evidence to a judge 
that the person poses a danger to someone 
else or is a flight risk. 

• Also, to be clear, under the new law there 
is no such thing as a “non-detainable 
offense.” Any person suspected of a crime 
can be detained if it is found that they pose 
a flight risk or are a repeat offender. Those 
charged with the most of serious crimes 
can also be detained for their risk to public 
safety.

MYTH #4: Judges will let people out of jail 
without considering if they are a threat to 
the community. 
FACT: This is absolutely false. The statute 
explicitly states judges can consider the 
accused individuals’ threat to any person or 
the community.
• The purpose of the new law is to increase 

public safety by requiring judges to 
make detention decisions based on 
considerations to public safety, and not an 
individual’s access to money. Judges will 
consider the circumstances and allegations 
against the accused and prosecutors will 
still be able to present information about a 

person’s criminal background. 

MYTH #5: The law prohibits police officers 
from arresting and removing trespasser
FACT: Not at all, police are not prevented 
from arresting people who pose a threat to 
public safety.
• The new law does not prevent anyone 

from being arrested they believe poses 
a threat to public safety, such as a 
trespasser who is violating the law and 
refuses to stop. It only requires the 
police to ticket people with low-level 
charges unless they pose an obvious 
threat to themselves, any person, or the 
community.

Here’s the bottom line: our current system 
allows people to be released from jail if they 
have the money for bail and the SAFE-T Act 
removes money as a factor while allowing 
judges to detain offenders they deem to 
be a threat. Public safety is best addressed 
by focusing on risk rather than money and 
it’s important that we understand that real 
facts behind this transformative legislation, 
and not let the opposition divide us.

Paul Jones is a member of Covenant UCC, 
currently serving as a Public Defender 
and formerly, a Staff Attorney Fellow 
at the Illinois Justice Project.  He was 
recently chosen by Ariel Investment and 
WVON Radio as one of Chicago’s 40 
under 40 Game Changers.

FAITH AND JUSTICE
THE PRE-TRIAL FAIRNESS ACT



We are happy to announce that we have 
resumed baby dedications at the church! 

Baby dedications are beautiful moments in the 
life of a church during which parents/guardians 
present their young children before the church 
and devote themselves to raising the child in 
a godly home. For those parents/guardians 
who are believers in Christ and members of 
Covenant UCC, the ceremony occurs during a 
regular church service. During the ceremony, 
the church body commits to partner with the 
parents in the faith development of the child 
for the duration of the journey. 

Additionally, for those parents/guardians 
who are not members of the church, we 
have made provisions for your children to 
be dedicated during a separate event. (Go 
to www.covucc.org for details.) However, 
we strongly encourage all parents to commit 
to membership in a church. The church is a 
powerful resource to aid parents/guardians in 
upholding the vows you make during the baby 
dedication to raise your children in Christian 

nurture and to allow the faith community of 
which you are a member to take part in that 
responsibility. Just like a Christian wedding 
ceremony, baby dedications are more than just 
a pretty event, but the initiation of a covenant 
relationship.

In an effort to ensure that parents/guardians 
and god-parents understand the meaning and  
significance of the baby dedication ceremony, 
as well as their parental role and responsibilities, 
parents/guardians are required to attend one 
class prior to the dedication ceremony.

All baby dedication ceremonies, as well as baby 
dedication classes, will take place bimonthly 
(September, November, January, March, 
May, and July). Please check the Covenant 
UCC website (www.covucc.org) for specific 
dates and times. Please complete the Baby 
Dedication Request Form and submit it to Mrs. 
Seena Brown by the deadline indicated on the 
website.
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BABY DEDICATIONS
RESUME

FAITH AND JUSTICE
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SPOTLIGHT ON ISAAC GREENE
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

Covenant United Church of Christ welcomes Isaac Greene, CPA, 
MBA, MTS, as our new Director of Finance. He will provide both 
operational and programmatic support to the church and be will be 
the chief financial spokesperson for the church. He will also serve as 
staff support to the Board of Directors and the Finance Oversight 
Committee.

Greene is a highly self-motivated and results-driven financial and 
accounting management professional with more than 22 years of 
high performance entrepreneurial, financial, full-cycle accounting, 
and HR administration experience in accounting, pharmaceutical, and insurance businesses. He also 
brings to the table his personal strengths, which include a passion for achieving business objectives 
through results-driven leadership excellence. We are grateful to have him join our team!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
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Mural Contest
Now that the food pantry has undergone a remodel, help 
brighten our hallway with some art. We are calling for 
emerging youth artists ages, 8 - 18; to create murals for our 
food pantry.

How to Apply
Youth must be a member of Covenant UCC. 
To apply and receive a copy of the contest rules, fill out this 
short form. https://forms.gle/n7TAauW4vmoYmmkE6
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UPCOMING / CURRENT EVENTS
IF MY PEOPLE 
PRAYER CALL 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
 @ 7:14 A.M.

With Rev. Dr. Patrick  L. Daymond
Dial: 708-546-9759 

NOON BIBLE STUDY 
EVERY WEDNESDAY  

@ 12:00 P.M.
With Pastor Emeritus,  

Rev. Dr. Ozzie E. Smith, Jr.

WALKING AT WEST 
MON, TUE, WED, THURS  
@ 7:00 A.M.
Contact: Rev. Ethel Southern 
at revsouthern@covucc.org

GOD’S LITTLE ANGELS 
2ND, 3RD & 4TH SATURDAYS
NOON - 1P.M.
Info: sbbrown@covucc.org

SUNDAY SCHOOL
ONLINE  AND IN-PERSON

9:30 - 10:30 AM
Location: 1130 E. 154th St.,  

South Holland, IL

TOTAL PRAISE
DANCE MINISTRY 
2ND, 3RD & 4TH SATURDAYS
10AM - NOON
Info: sbbrown@covucc.org 

WORD THERAPY 
EVERY TUESDAY @ 7:00 P.M.

With Rev. Dr. Patrick L. Daymond
Only on YouTube 

Y.T.Y.A. REHEARSAL 
2ND, 3RD & 4TH SATURDAYS

 NOON - 1P.M.
Info: sbbrown@covucc.org 

FRUIT FULL
CONNECT GROUPS 
BEGINNING OCTOBER 8TH
TUES / WED 6PM | SATURDAYS AT 10AM
REGISTER AT
HTTPS://COVUCC.ORG/FRUIT-FULL-SMALL-
GROUPS

FOOD GIVEAWAY
SATURDAYS 9:30 - 12 PM
CUCC WEST 
1102 EAST 154TH STREET
SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473

HOLIDAY MISSION
COMING SOON

ADOPT -A- FAMILY 
DETAILS COMING SOON

JOYFUL NOISE
CHRISTMAS CONCERT

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2022
 @ 7:00 P.M.

DETAILS COMING SOON

BRAKFAST WITH 
SANTA
DETAILS COMING SOON



JOIN US VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON
WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

SUNDAY WORSHIP
7:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Listen by Phone: (760)548-9759

SOCIAL MEDIA
FB, Instagram & Twitter: @covucc

EMAIL
Info@covucc.org

BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday at 12 p.m.
Listen by Phone: (760)548-9759

RADIO BROADCAST
Friday at 12:30 p.m. – WYCA 102.3

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR  
YOUTUBE CHANNEL
https://bit.ly/
CUCCSouthHollandYouTube

FACEBOOK LIVE
Covenant United Church of Christ

WEBSITE
covucc.org

CONTACT US
1130 East 154th Street,  
South Holland IL 60473
Phone: (708)333-5955
Fax: (708)333-4220

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF RESOURCES
REV. DR. PATRICK L. DAYMOND
Senior Pastor

REV. DR. RAMAH E. WRIGHT
revrewright@covucc.org
Director of Ministry Programs  
and Events

MINISTER KEVON CARTER 
kcarter@covucc.org
Minister to Youth

MARK HALL
mhall@covucc.org
Director of Technology

CATHE EVANS-WILLIAMS
cevanswilliams@covucc.org
Church Business Administrator

REV. DR. OZZIE E. SMITH, JR.
Pastor Emeritus

REV. ETHEL SOUTHERN
revsouthern@covucc.org
Pastoral Care & Wellness

REV. DR. CARMIN  
FREDERICK JAMES
revcfjames@covucc.org
Online Engagement and 
Community Outreach

BRIAN W. SMITH
bsmith@covucc.org
Minister of Music

REV. DR. TROY UNDERWOOD
revunderwood@covucc.org 
Executive Director, Barbara W. 
Smith Family Life Center

REV. ROBERT BUCKNER
revbuckner@covucc.org
Adult Education and Formation

ISAAC GREENE
igreene@covucc.org
Director of Finance

KATHY BROWN
kbrown@covucc.org 
Campus Operations & 
Facilities Coordinator

SEENA BRODNAX-BROWN
sbbrown@covucc.org 
Executive Assistant

BOARD/COMMITTEE/COUNCIL CHAIRS
BEVERLY AKOGU
Deacon Board

SHIRLEY HALL
Pastoral Relations Committee

DAN WILLIAMS
Trustee Board

ALLAN ARMSTRONG
Ministry Council

CONNIE LINDSEY
Financial Oversight Committee

BEVERLY MORRISON
Member at Large


