
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK
As we enter the last quarter of 2021, I can’t say 
enough how much I miss seeing you all and the 
fellowship we enjoy. That’s what makes Covenant 
so special. We’re all about connection in Christ. 
This past summer, we had great hopes that our 
coming together would happen sooner than later. 
However, with rising Covid numbers, new strands, 
lagging vaccination rates, and the uncertainty of 
the upcoming flu season and its impact, I made 
a prayerful decision to postpone any decision 
making around reopening at least through October. 
Seeing what’s happening in our country and even 
in our school districts where we have children 
who still cannot take the vaccine, I felt it would be 
irresponsible on my part to seek to reopen when 
people are still getting sick. Unfortunately, people 
are still dying from this terrible virus. 

I want to thank each of you who responded to 
our reentry survey.  The information you have 
provided will be extremely valuable as I have 
assembled a reopening/reengagement task force 
comprised of our congregation’s medical, legal, 
administrative, and technology experts. This 
intersectional coalition of subject matter experts is 
tasked to collect and analyze relevant data, discuss 
implications relative to church reengagement 
considerations, and establish standards for 
making decisions about reopening the building for 
worship.   Remaining sensitive to the Holy Spirit 
while being knowledgeable of the science, data, 
and best practices, I hope that we will assemble a 
mission-centered decision-making framework that 
will provide direction on how and when we might 
safely reopen.

It hurts my heart every time I have to come to you 
and tell you that now is not the time. But I promise 
you that we will continue to work proactively in 
preparation for that time. We will continue to 
listen to the science and most importantly, we will 
continue to listen to the Spirit so that we make 
a decision that will be safe and healthy for all of 
us.  In the meantime, please mask up and continue 
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to social distance. The declining numbers here in 
Illinois are proof that it helps. Please continue to 
encourage those you know who are not vaccinated 
to get vaccinated. Please keep your immune 
system strong and stay engaged in healthy 
practices. We are now entering the cold weather 
months where viruses typically thrive. Do whatever 
you need to do to stay safe and healthy. 

In the meantime, we’ll continue to connect with 
you virtually every week, praying that we get to a 
point where the risk is minimized enough to move 
ahead. We will continue to be the church, feeding 
our community every week and supporting local 
and global mission efforts through Covenant Cares, 
including disaster recovery in Haiti and the Gulf 
Coast. Again, I thank you for your patience, your 
love, and your support. Know that Antonia and I 
will be praying for you as together we not only GO 
through this, but as we GROW through this.  We 
love you in the Lord, and we love you to life.

“That’s what makes 
  Covenant so special. 
  We’re all about  
  connection in Christ.”

COVENANT CONNECTION
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LOGO REVEAL
Over 25 years later, we are in a season where God is calling us to innovate and shift to push us 
further into what God has called us to be. But to relaunch into something new, there must be some 
reimagining. So we are reimagining what ministry is going to look like in the next five-to-10 years. We 
are reimagining how the church is called to serve the community. We are reimagining what we should 
be doing as a church to be a tremendous blessing to God’s people. We begin to reimagine through our 
visual identity, creating an ocular representation that points to our foundational mission to connect the 
disconnected to Jesus Christ and equip the connected to be more like Christ. 

We present to you the official logo for Covenant United Church of Christ. You will first notice that our 
brand symbol uses four repeating C’s that come together to form the shape of a cross. The emblem 
represents Covenant’s core mission, which is to connect people to Christ. You will also note that the 
cross is open on each end, serving as an invitation and entryway for those disconnected from Christ 
into connection in Christ. In the same way, it demands those who are connected in Christ to go out in 
service to the world. The symbol also represents community and togetherness.
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UPCOMING MISSION ACTIVITIES
COVENANT CARES HOLIDAY MISSION

 The COVID-19 pandemic continues to create challenges for many in our community. As we approach 
the holidays, we can always count on Covenant to support those in need. Through the BWS Family 
Life Center and Covenant Cares, we present the following holiday mission and outreach activities 
and we invite the entire Covenant family to get involved. Here is a brief snapshot of planned 
initiatives. More information will be available on our social media platforms soon as well as our 
website.

THANKSGIVING BOX GIVEAWAY
We continue to support as many families as possible through our annual Thanksgiving Box Giveaway 
with a complete holiday meal. We are asking the Covenant family to donate from a curated food list 
of items made available in the next couple of weeks. Families may pre-register, or you may pre-
register a family in need for Thanksgiving by contacting Kathy Brown at 708-333-5955 or email the 
church at info@covucc.org. Pre-registration guarantees a Thanksgiving box. Only one registration 
per family is allowed, and the person who registers must be the person who pick-ups the box.

ADOPT-A-FAMILY
This year, Covenant Cares is adopting The Dovetail Project for our Adopt-A-Family program. The 
Dovetail Project is an organization that gives fathers between the ages of 17-24 the skills and 
support they need to be better fathers for their children and better men in their communities. We 
will be collecting donations of baby care and personal care items to support up to 200 children and 
their fathers. Your contribution will help young fathers meet their responsibilities emotionally and 
economically. How you can give will be made available soon.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL RE-UP
School children need support all year long. To help them be successful, help us collect the essential 
tools they need to complete the second half of the school year. Today’s youth have many more 
responsibilities and need our support, from notebook paper to face masks. This event will take place 
in January 2022. Stay tuned for how you can participate.
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

Covenant United Church of Christ, the Barbara 
Westbrooks Smith Family Life Center, and the 
Health, Fitness & Wellness Ministry continue 
to impact the lives of our congregation and 
community by carrying out our ethos of 
transformative connection. For the past eleven 
months, we have established partnerships with 
hospitals, schools, and other agencies to provide 
various entities with vital resources for those in 
need.

Because of the alarming rate of cancer and 
diabetes plaguing our congregation and 
community, we partnered with UChicago Medicine 
Ingalls Memorial to:

1. Administer zoom meetings led by a certified 
nutritionist to discuss facts vs. fiction nutritional 
facts, healthy eating choices, reading food 
labels, cancer support, and more. Each session 
informed participants of ways to better cope 
with their specific needs. 

2. Provide cancer comfort bags to two hundred 
and fifty community members, churches, and 
hospitals. These bags included knitted and/
or crocheted blankets by the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, vitamin water, lemon tea, ginger and 
lemon honey sticks, grocery gift cards, and a 
journal.

3. Host a healthy food demonstration conducted 
by a certified nutritional chef, who prepared 
healthy dishes and provided dietary facts, 
recipes, and food preparation techniques. 
Participants also received free vegetables and 
fruits.  

4.  Hold a fresh vegetable/fruit giveaway that 
supplied two hundred and forty bags of fresh 
vegetables, fruits, and poultry to vulnerable 
populations of the community suffering 
from chronic diseases. Healthy food items 
were purchased from the Black Farmers of 
Pembroke & Hopkins Park.  

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way,  
you will fulfill the law of Christ. 
GALATIANS 6:2

In addition, as we are committed to encouraging 
our congregation and community to be “Fit for 
Life,” our Sports and Fitness Ministry held lively 
women’s  
outdoor exercises during the summer months.

As we continue to connect, empower, educate, 
and assist in eradicating diseases and food 
deserts, may  
we give God all the Glory.

Peace & Prayer,

Rev. Ethel Southern
Associate Pastor of Pastoral Care & Wellness
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DIABETES & NUTRITION EVENT: 
HOW TO SAUTÉ VEGETABLES



BLACK FARMERS MARKET 
BLACK FARMERS OF PEMBROKE & HOPKINS PARK
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UPCOMING/CURRENT EVENTS
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IF MY PEOPLE 
PRAYER CALL 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 
 @ 7:14 A.M.

With Rev. Dr. Patrick  
L. Daymond

Dial: 708-546-9759 

NOON BIBLE STUDY 
EVERY WEDNESDAY  

@ 12:00 P.M.
With Pastor Emeritus,  

Rev. Dr. Ozzie E. Smith, Jr.

YOUNG ADULT 
CONNECT 
EVERY WEDNESDAY  
@ 7:00 P.M.
Contact: Rev. Robert Buckner 
at revbuckner@covucc.org

CONFIRMATION 
CLASS 
EVERY WEDNESDAY  
@ 7:00 P.M.

FOOD GIVEAWAY 
EVERY SATURDAY  

@ 9:30 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.
Location: 1102 E. 154th St.,  

South Holland, IL

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
RECHARGE 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Youth Bible Study
Link: https://bit.ly/ 
wednesdaynightrecharge

WORD THERAPY 
EVERY TUESDAY @ 7:00 P.M.

With Rev. Dr. Patrick L.  
Daymond

Only on YouTube 

KUMBA KIDS 
EVERY WEDNESDAYS 
@ 5:15 P.M. - 5:45 P.M.

Info: sbbrown@covucc.org 
Link: https://bit.ly/ 
cucckuumbakids

FLOCKNOTE 
TEXT: CUCC TO 84576 
A new way for our  
members to connect

OFFICIAL  
MERCHANDISE
COMING SOON!

OFFICIAL COVUCC 
MERCHANDISE STORE
COMING SOON!
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SPOTLIGHT ON CATHE EVANS-WILLIAMS 
(CHURCH BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR & GENERAL COUNSEL)

Covenant United Church of Christ welcomes 
Cathe Evans Williams, Esq. as our new Church 
Business Administrator (“CBA”). Along with her 
current duties as our General Counsel, as the 
CBA, she fulfills administrative responsibilities, 
including planning and directing all aspects of the 
organization’s operational policies, objectives,  
and initiatives.  

Also, she is responsible for attaining short and 
long-term financial and operational goals and 
strengthening operational infrastructure through 
the development and implementation of vital and 
efficient systems, processes, and methods. We are 
grateful to have Cathe on board, who has already 
led the successful completion of several needed 
capital improvement projects in a short period  
of time.

SPOTLIGHT ON DOUGLAS GAINES, 
SEMINARY INTERN 
COVENANT WELCOMES OUR 2021-22 SEMINARY INTERN, DOUGLAS GAINES
Douglas Gaines has been an Elder at Apostolic 
Pentecostal Church of Morgan Park for the last 
six years. He also serves as the Chief Financial 
Officer and Chairman of the Finance Committee. In 
addition, Elder Gaines is a trained Bible Application 
(AKA Christian Education/Sunday School) 
Instructor in developing and presenting lesson 
plans. He is a senior at McCormick Theological 
Seminary, a Candidate for Graduation in the Master 
of Divinity Program for May 2022. His community 
involvement includes Treasurer & Chairman of 
the Special Events Committee of The Bernie Mac 
Foundation. 

The foundation supports awareness of and 
cure for Sarcoidosis, a disease that many have 
succumbed to, including our beloved Bernard 
McCullough. The foundation has partnered 
with The Bernie Mac Sarcoidosis Translational 
Advanced Research (STAR) Center at UI Health to 
explore extensive research internationally to find 
a cure to Sarcoidosis, prevalent in the black and 
brown community.



JOIN US VIRTUALLY
WEEKLY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

SUNDAY WORSHIP
7:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Listen by Phone: (760)548-9759

SOCIAL MEDIA
FB, Instagram & Twitter: @covucc

EMAIL
Info@covucc.org

BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday at 12 p.m.
Listen by Phone: (760)548-9759

RADIO BROADCAST
Friday at 12:30 p.m. – WYCA 102.3

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR  
YOUTUBE CHANNEL
https://bit.ly/
CUCCSouthHollandYouTube

FACEBOOK LIVE
Covenant United Church of Christ

WEBSITE
covucc.org

CONTACT US
1130 East 154th Street,  
South Holland IL 60473
Phone: (708)333-5955
Fax: (708)333-4220

CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF RESOURCES
REV. DR. PATRICK L. DAYMOND
Senior Pastor

REV. DR. RAMAH E. WRIGHT
revrewright@covucc.org
Director of Ministry Programs  
and Events

MINISTER KEVON CARTER 
kcarter@covucc.org
Minister to Youth

MARK HALL
mhall@covucc.org
Director of Technology

CATHE EVANS-WILLIAMS
cevanswilliams@covucc.org
Church Business Administrator

REV. DR. OZZIE E. SMITH, JR.
Pastor Emeritus

REV. ETHEL SOUTHERN
revsouthern@covucc.org
Pastoral Care

REV. DR. CARMIN  
FREDERICK JAMES
revcfjames@covucc.org
Online Engagement and 
Community Outreach

BRIAN W. SMITH
bsmith@covucc.org
Minister of Music

REV. TROY UNDERWOOD
revunderwood@covucc.org 
Executive Director, Barbara W. 
Smith Family Center

REV. ROBERT BUCKNER
revbuckner@covucc.org
Adult Education and Formation

CHARLEEN MILLS
cmills@covucc.org
Director of Finance

KATHY BROWN
kbrown@covucc.org 
Campus Operations & 
Facilities Coordinator

BOARD/COMMITTEE/COUNCIL CHAIRS
BEVERLY AKOGU
Deacon Board

SHIRLEY HALL
Pastoral Relations Committee

DAN WILLIAMS
Trustee Board

ALLAN ARMSTRONG
Ministry Council

CONNIE LINDSEY
Financial Oversight Committee
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