
The Lily Pad 
“I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.” Solomon 2:1 

This holy time of the 
year — filled with 
family togetherness, 
gift giving, and 
heartfelt sharing — is, 
in the deepest sense, a 

time of prayer and reflection. 
 
My Dearly Beloved in Christ,          
           
At this special and sacred time of the year, I wish to extend to you and your loved ones Christmas greetings and 
best wishes for the New Year. While we might recall difficult times and frustrations in 2022, we continue with faith, 
love, joy and hope, in 2023. 
 
With deep joy and gratitude, I extend to you my prayerful best wishes for a holy and blessed Christmas. During this 
Advent Season, it has been my prayer that each of you would find opportunities to reflect on your own faith and 
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ and His Church. We will be celebrating Hope, Peace, Love and Joy; I pray 
that all four of these would fill your life in every way this Christmas and beyond. I am grateful to God. This 
Christmas, as in all previous years, we celebrate “Immanuel” (God with us). Without Christ’s presence among us 
we would be lost. Through God’s presence working within us we are being healed, transformed, reconciled and 
made whole.  
 
Oh, Christmas can’t come soon enough. I don’t just mean that we’re feeling impatient about the time between 
now and when the calendar reads December 25. I mean we need Christmas this year, maybe much more than any 
year before. We need the joy, the good news, the child-like wonder and happiness of the season. Most of all, we 
need the hope that Jesus’ birth offers our hearts. 
 
Matthew 1:21 says, “She shall bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people 
from their sins.” Have you missed Christmas because you’ve missed Jesus Christ? He is God’s gift to you. Jesus 
Christ the Savior came to forgive us and cleanse us of all our sins. 
 
Several years ago, I received a Christmas card with this message: “This Christmas, I wish you Jesus.” On the inside 
it read: “Isn’t nice to have everything!” 
 
Yes, we still have everything. We’re still facing the Christmas season with our nation and families still reeling from 
the still present pandemic and all its disruptive forces. Easter was still affected, then Memorial Day, graduations, 
weddings, funerals, birthdays, anniversaries, the Fourth of July, Labor Day, and most recently Thanksgiving. Next 
comes Christmas, soon to be followed by New Year’s Day. All still tainted to some degree by the impact of political, 
economic, socio-cultural, environmental and other external influences on the everyday life of God’s people. 
 
We grieve what we have lost over the past agonizing years and worry about what may come next. That’s been the 
story of 2022. 
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But now, into our anxious hearts flows the hope of Christmas. Jesus came into our dark world, born as a little baby 
to a young couple who couldn’t even find a room at the local inn. It may have seemed like a hope-less moment for 
helpless people, but it was God’s plan to offer this world everlasting hope. Emmanuel appeared, bringing the hope 
of “God with us” right into the middle of our sorrow, social injustice, hardship, brokenness, spiritual apathy, illness, 
temptation, fear and death. 
 
But it is the very Christmas message that does gives us hope. Jesus came into a world where there was pain and 
suffering. God became one of us, took on our human form. In doing so Jesus experienced the joyful moments of 
life but also the suffering that is part of our human state. In the end He gave His life for us on the Cross. 
 
Let’s remember the hope Jesus offers and allow that hope to wash away the worries of the past year. In the midst 
of all our current challenges and concerns, the love of God the Father is made manifest to us in the wonderful gift 
of His Son, Jesus. With the angels in Bethlehem, our faith moves us to sing: “Glory to God in the highest and peace 
to His people on earth!” 
 
He walked the journey that we walk, and in doing so He gave us all something to believe in and to have hope in. 
His life reminds us that suffering and even death is not the final word. The Gospel of Christmas day proclaims to us 
“what came to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human race, the light that shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” 
 
Our greatest hope, of course, points us ahead to eternal life, when the suffering of this world will vanish and we 
will rejoice before God’s throne forever and ever. With the heavenly multitude of believers, we will have a new 
home, free from these ills, sorrow and death. Let’s cling to that hope, even as we walk the hard roads of this earthly 
life, knowing that what we endure today will not last forever. 
 
Christmas also gives us the hope of Good Friday and Easter. Jesus was born to die and rise again. He came to save 
us, and what He accomplished on the cross gives us the assurance that God no longer counts our sins against us. 
Hallelujah! Praise be to our Loving God! Therefore, we can walk in hope and righteousness instead of fear and 
shame. Let’s hold fast to the hope of salvation, as we turn away from sin and toward the right paths God sets before 
us. God also gives us hope for healing and restoration through the darkness. God is absolutely answering a 
multitude of prayers.  
 
People of God, be encouraged, Christmas has a way of bringing to Church individuals and families who, for various 
reasons, have not been for months or years. What a wonderful and grace-filled opportunity to put aside past 
differences and old habits and begin anew that prayerful relationship with Jesus and His beloved faith community. 
I extend to all of you an open, grateful and heartfelt welcome to Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church. Together, 
may we grow in strength and grace to know and celebrate together God’s presence in our lives and His dominion 
over all things of this world. 
 
In the midst of this most difficult moment in our history, let the Light of Christ be our light, let the joy and the hope 
of the Christmas message, give us the courage and strength to believe that things can and will definitely get better 
as Jesus continues to walk this journey with us, even now. He is the light that gives us direction. 
 
For now, we rejoice in the hope of Christmas. We celebrate the birth of Jesus. We worship the God who shows us 
grace and mercy. We share Jesus’ love and message with all people, offering them the hope that keeps us going. 
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May the Lord and Savior Jesus bless each of you and 
 your loved ones this Holy Season. May Christ abide in your hearts always! 

 
I pray you will have a fantastic Christmas! 

 
WISHING YOU HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND BLESSED NEW YEAR 2023! 

 
 

PASTOR CLARISSA, BROTHER MARTIN, 
The Kids, Amme, The Girls & Rocco 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You’re invited to our Christmas Eve Candlelit 
Services at 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. on 
December 24th. We will have Christmas Day 
Service at 9:30 a.m. on December 25th. 
Welcome in 2023 during our New Year Day 
worship service on January 1st at 9:30 a.m. 
Invite your family and friends and let’s celebrate 
the miracle, the joy and the wonder of 
Christmas and the New Year together. You can 
always watch us online on YouTube @ FAUMC 
West Bend WI. Come! All are welcomed! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


