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Let us keep our eyes fixed on 
Jesus, on whom our faith 

depends from beginning to end. He did not give up because of the 
cross! On the contrary, because of the joy that was waiting for him, 
he thought nothing of the disgrace of dying on the cross, and he is 
now seated at the right side of God's throne. Hebrews 12:2 
 
At the beginning of each new church year, we announce a theme for the year along with a theme verse. I usually start 
thinking and praying about it in August or early September. Through prayer and meditation, I’ve deliberated on the 
spiritual condition of our congregation and our call to be disciples of Christ. The conviction came to me that we should 
intentionally re-focus on the Lord Jesus Christ. It appears that right now we should return to a Christ-centered church 
year theme. Therefore, our theme this year is “Lift Him Up!” and our key verse is Hebrews 12:2. I was drawn to that 
verse because the imperative in the first phrase: “Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus.” That speaks of united action- “Let 
us.” It speaks of a definite action- “fix our eyes.” And it speaks of a single aim- “on Jesus.” 
 
And so, throughout this church year to come we will focus our worship around the Lord Jesus Christ. My prayer is that 
we as a congregation will come to know him better than ever, to love him more and more, to serve him with renewed 
enthusiasm, and to declare His Name with increasing robustness, enthusiasm and energy.  

 
STEWARDSHIP! 

 
Stewardship is: the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and receives God’s gifts and shares these 
gifts in love of God and neighbor. 

 
A United Stewardship Prayer 

 
Help us Lord, 

So that we would hold nothing back, 
That no sacrifice would be too great, too costly, or too unthinkable. 

Send us, Lord, heroes and heroines of stewardship, 
Saints on the journey 

Whose walk as disciples 
Inspire us to imitate and pattern our own lives after You, dear sibling Jesus. 

Put us on our path, Lord…men, women, and children 
Who will model for us – for our beloved community – 

How to live, how to serve, 
How to love the Lord with all our hearts. 

Let this be our prayer, 
Let this be our greatest desire and intention. 

- adapted from Bishop Carl Kemme 
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• A steward is: “One who receives God’s gifts gratefully, cherishes and tends them in a responsible and accountable 
manner, shares them in justice and love with others, and returns them with increase to the Lord.” 

• A disciple is: “One who responds to Christ’s call, follows Jesus, and shapes his or her life in imitation of Christ’s.” 
• Evangelism: “The proclamation of Christ and his Gospel by word and testimony of one’s life, in fulfillment of 

Christ’s command.” 
 
The Bible gives us robust explanations of stewardship beyond its characterization of certain roles. One of the best-known 
examples contrasting good and bad stewardship is the parable of the talents (Matthew 25:14-28). Here, a man entrusts 
different amounts of money to three servants. 
 
The master scolds the servant who merely saved his bag of gold. Whereas, the two who put their allotments to good and 
productive uses were praised and given more responsibility. 
 
One take away from this parable is that stewardship should not be about giving only, but doing. 
 
Jesus teaches us that we cannot serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). Giving should be inextricably tied to our spiritual 
lives, not something that is apart from it. 
 
One biblical indication of the spirit of giving is the story of the widow’s offering (Mark 12:41 - 44), where Jesus sat with 
his disciples in the temple courts and witnessed many wealthy people contributing large amounts. 
 
He points out the small gift made by a poor widow, emphasizing that she gave all that she had. The point here is that 
you want your church members to give from their hearts, regardless of the amount. 
 

“Stewardship… is a grace, a conversion, a different way of viewing both visible and 
invisible realities. Attitudes shift, motivations change, relationships with God and with 
others become more life giving. ‘Being more’ outshines ‘having more.’ People become 
more important than things and the loving awareness of God’s presence becomes the 
treasure in the field and the pearl of great price.” Rev. Eugene J. Gerber, “Human Love in the Divine Plan” 

 
As one pioneer of stewardship, stated, “A stewardship way of life is a thanksgiving way of life, living life as God intended 
it to be lived.” “It’s not a program. It’s a way of life. And this is really the biggest mistake many people make.” 
 
The mistake referred to is reducing the idea of stewardship to financial development. The accent of stewardship is on 
gratitude for God’s gifts, not on methods of increased financial giving.  
 
Stewardship is not fundraising. Rather, it is about a total way of life; about changing peoples’ minds and hearts. 
 
Isn’t God so good! Indeed, all goodness is the overflowing abundance of God’s graciousness. As Apostle James says, 
“All good giving and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights” (James 1:17). God’s 
abundance is a flood of generosity that calls forth gratitude returned in self-gift. Thus, a good definition for stewardship 
is the grateful response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and receives God’s gifts and shares these gifts in love of 
God and neighbor. 
 
So, if the promise of financial wealth is not what Jesus is teaching, what is He teaching? He is teaching the surprising 
truth that God uses our stewardship financially to determine how much He can trust us with spiritually. 
 
Jesus explains it this way: if you have not been trustworthy handling worldly wealth (money or materialistic things), who 
will trust you with true riches? (spiritual things) And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property 
(money), who will give you property of your own? (Luke 16:11-12) 
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What did Jesus mean by “property of your own?” It’s eternal things! Jesus is saying that God is testing our financial 
stewardship to determine who He can trust us with spiritual and ministry privileges that last forever. Our management 
of money affects the eternal impact we will have. That is the “property” we can keep. It’s eternal! 
 
Jesus never promised us worldly wealth here on earth, but He does say that the way we manage whatever amount of 
money or worldly possessions we have is really a spiritual test. And God is grading that test. How much we have is not 
an indication of our spirituality; how we manage what we have is an indication of our spirituality 
 
God is calling us to think different – to be stewards – to just faithfully manage what God gives us. 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for all the gifts You have given us: our lives, our loved 
ones, all that we have and all that we are. Most of all, we thank You for Jesus, your 

Son and our Redeemer, who came among us to show us the way to eternal life. Jesus 
was the perfect steward of your gifts, showing that complete trust in You is necessary, 

and that giving of self is a most important part of following Him. May the offerings of our 
time, our talents, and our material resources be made in the same spirit of sacrifice that 

Jesus taught us by His life and death for us. Amen. 
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