
The Lily Pad 
“I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.” Solomon 2:1 

WHAT’S YOUR LIFE’S BLUEPRINT? 

 
As many of us will be transitioning into new endeavors for the first time in the 
coming weeks, some into new vocations or careers, into higher education 
institutions, relationships or other endeavors, “I want to ask you a question, and that 
is: What is your life’s blueprint? 
 
Six months before he was assassinated, one of the greatest orators to ever walk this 

earth, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., asked a critically important question to a group of junior high students from 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in October of 1967, a few months before his life would be taken way too soon.  The question, 
“What is in your life’s blueprint?” In it, he lays out three important steps to follow in order for the students to reach their 
full potential, no matter their status life, and calls on them to actively commit to the struggle for freedom and justice. 
King’s words are inspirational for students of any age, of any era. Especially now during our troubled times. The 
empowering message of his speech resonates and guides us still today. 
 
“I want to ask you a question, and that is: What is your life’s blueprint? 
 
Dr. King masterfully sets the tone for the message. In his booming voice, he asks, “what is in your life’s blueprint?” 
“This is the most important and crucial period of your life for what you do now may well determine which way your life 
should go.” “Whenever a building is constructed, you usually have an architect.” Architects produce blueprints. Dr. King 
says a blueprint, “serves as a pattern, the guide, the model for those who are building the building. A building is not well 
erected without a sound and solid blueprint. Each of you is in the process of building the structure of your lives and the 
question is whether you have a proper, a solid, and sound blueprint.” 
 
As disciples, we need a blueprint. One in which Dr. King says is, “sound and solid.” Without that, the Church will 
crumble. Not only that, but our personal brand that we have worked so hard to build, followers of Christ, will crumble 
too. Have a blueprint.  Build something “sound and solid.” 
 
Here are the three things that Dr. King suggested the audience includes in their blueprint: 
 
1. Deep Beliefs: He says, we should have a, “deep belief in our own dignity, our own worth, and own somebodyness. 
Don’t allow anybody to make you feel that you are nobody. Always feel that you count, always feel that you have worth, 
always feel that your life has ultimate significance.” 
 
Feel that you “count,” have “worth” and your life has “ultimate significance.” How many lonely, hurting, and discouraged 
people need to hear these deep beliefs? Yes, many today can  benefit from these words of wisdom. We are all uniquely 
crafted individuals and need to remember that and believe it. 
 
To achieve the greatness of contributing to the world, we have to first believe in ourselves. That belief comes from 
within, not from the validation of others. 
 
2. Achieve Excellence: In point two, King says, “you must have as a basic principle the determination to achieve 
excellence in your various fields of endeavor.” He guides them to determine, “what your life’s work will be and once you 
discover what it will be, set out to do it and do it well…doors of opportunity are opening to each of you. The great 
challenge facing you is to be ready to enter these doors as they open.” 
 
Then he shares some extremely poetic and inspiring words: “If it falls your lot to be a street sweeper, sweep streets like 
Michelangelo painted pictures, sweep streets like Beethoven composed music, sweep streets like Leontyne Price sings 
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before the Metropolitan Opera. Sweep streets like Shakespeare wrote poetry. Sweep streets so well that all the hosts of 
heaven and earth will have to pause and say, here lived a great street sweeper who swept his job well. 
 
If you can’t be a pine at the top of the hill, be a shrub in the valley, but be the best little shrub on the side of the hill.  Be 
a bush if you can’t be a tree. If you can’t be a highway, just be a trail. If you can’t be a sun, be a star. For it isn’t by size 
that you win or fail. Be the best of whatever you are.” 
 
Our determination to achieve excellence should be found in anything we do, regardless how we are called to lead or 
follow. As he advises, know “your life’s work, set out to do it, and do it well.” If we follow those three simple steps in 
our leadership journeys, we too will better others and the world we live in. 
 
3. Commitment: Lesson three, “commitment to the eternal principals of beauty, love, and justice.” He says two important 
things here, “whatever your age. season in life or life circumstances you find yourself in, you have a responsibility to seek 
to make your nation a better nation in which to live, you have a responsibility to seek to make life better for everybody, 
so you must be involved in the struggle for freedom and justice.” 
 
Two key things here. He did not specify race when talking about this responsibility or who to make life better for. He 
used the word, “everybody.” Dr. King calls all of us to make people’s life better and for all of us to be, “involved in the 
struggle for freedom and justice.” As leaders we should strive to make life better for EVERYONE and give 
EVERYTHING for the causes of freedom and justice. 
 
Dr. King shares this wisdom, “don’t allow anybody to pull you so low as to make you hate them.”  Dr. King fulfilled his 
commitment to justice through a conduit of love, not hate.  Love that appreciated the beauty in every human being.  The 
world could benefit from a little love and deep appreciation for each other as human beings and especially as children of 
a loving and forgiving heavenly Father. 
 
He committed to moving forward with this great quote, “If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, if you can’t 
walk then crawl, but whatever you do you have to keep moving forward.”  Dr. King was burdened by injustice, he dealt 
with his burden through forward motion. 
 
As he did with all speeches, Dr. King casted vision. Not of what was, but what could be. AS Pastor, anytime I speak to 
church leadership, vision is a key and central part of it. I strongly believe that vision is simply, “the ability to see further.”  
 
In Church,  Pastor is known as the visionary – the one who thinks about the future in a creative and imaginative way, is 
ahead of one’s time, and has a powerful plan for change; the responsibility in leadership. In Scripture that visionary is 
often referred to as Shepherd, one who goes beyond service – to sacrifice. 
 
God wants us to have a godly heart because He knows that who we are on the inside is way more important than the 
outside. Therefore, will you search your heart? Will you commit your heart to the Lord? Learn to trust Him and to hear 
His voice in prayer. Will you spend time growing your character, so that you can become all God desires? God chose 
David, and He chose you. Now, let’s bring Him glory through how we mature on the inside. What’s your Life Blueprint?  
 
— From the estate of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. ~https://projects.seattletimes.com/mlk/words-blueprint.html

 

May almighty God bless you in his mercy and make you always aware of his saving wisdom. 
May he strengthen your faith with proofs of his love so that you will persevere in good works. 

May he direct your steps to himself and show you how to walk in charity and peace. Amen 
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