
The Lily Pad 
“I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.” Solomon 2:1 

ENJOYING THE FRUIT OF A LONG-TERM PASTORATE 

 
“We must never stop looking to Jesus. He is the leader of our faith, and he is the one 
who makes our faith complete. He suffered death on a cross. But he accepted the 
shame of the cross as if it were nothing because of the joy he could see waiting for 
him. And now he is sitting at the right side of God’s throne.” (Hebrews 12:2). 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. 
And kindle in them the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. 
And you will renew the face of the earth. 

 

Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit 
you have taught the hearts of your faithful. 

In the same Spirit help us to savor what is right 
and always rejoice in your consolation. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
At the beginning of each new appointment year, I pray for the Holy Spirit to place within our hearts a theme for the year 
along with a theme verse. I usually start thinking and praying about it in August or early September. This time as I 
pondered the spiritual condition of our congregation, the conviction came to me that we should intentionally focus on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Numbers in Biblical times were often symbolic of a deeper meaning. Seven! The number seven is especially prominent 
in Scripture, appearing over 700 times. From the seven days of Creation to the many “sevens” in Revelation, the number 
seven denotes such concepts as completion and perfection, exoneration and healing, and the fulfillment of promises and 
oaths. 
 
2022 will begin our seventh year of ministry together. Sadly, the majority of pastors never make it to year five, much less 
year seven. 
 
Common reasons: 
 It takes a long time to break into established relationship patterns. 
 You are creating new ways of doing things. 
 Most relationships do not get fully established until they go through one or two major conflicts. 
 The church is accustomed to short-term pastorates. 
 Previous pastors wounded some of the church members. 
 Trust is cumulative, not immediate. 

 
Regardless of how the ministry unfolds, it simply takes time before church members are willing to say with conviction, 
“That is my pastor.” 
 
I wish we could snap our fingers and enjoy immediate mutual trust. But, in most churches, it just is not going to happen 
quickly. It will take five to seven years. 
The Bible specifically speaks about the qualifications for those who will lead a congregation of people. These 
qualifications have been the same for almost 2,000 years. Jesus is the perfect fulfillment of these qualifications as the 
“senior pastor” of the Church. 
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Pastoring isn’t easy. There will always be difficulties to address and bad history to overcome. But most pastors are in it 
for the long haul. 
 
Jesus told us to make disciples. And he told pastors (along with apostles, prophets, evangelists and teachers) to “prepare 
God's people for works of service.” (Ephesians 4:12) 
 
As we have been on the shoreline to find people to make disciples for the past six years, we will with the beginning of 
our seventh year, be intentional and committed, to go into the deeper darker waters to find the lost, hurting and/or non-
believers and bring them to a relationship with Jesus. 
 
People of Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church, we are called to inspired and to reach out more and win more souls and 
revitalize the souls of our existing membership of Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church as we further the work and 
ministry of our church as visioned by our Shepherd-Servant Leader, Rev. Clarissa Martinelli and Brother Martin 
Martinelli, who are in harmonic consistent prayer and discernment with the Divine direction given to them in 2016. Their 
ministry has and continues to  serve as a missionary vehicle to reach out and win souls for the Lord. 
 
During the time of Noah, the lawlessness reached its climax and for the love that God has for the world; among all the 
people he found Noah to be blameless and commissioned him to build an ark. Also, John the Baptist, out of the amazing 
grace and love of the Almighty God, was commissioned to publicize the love of God and the need to repent and be 
saved. John 3:16 “For God so love the world, that he gave his only begotten son, for whosoever believe in him shall 
never perish but have eternal life.” Our loving God took on a human body and nature came down as Jesus Christ, in 
order to redeem humanity. The era of Churches, known as Church age came after the accession of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The word Christian meaning Christ-like was first used in Acts of Apostle. The fundamental faith of the Church is that 
God power to redeem humanity and society is resident in Jesus Christ, Son of the Father, who sent the Holy Spirit into 
the world as an agent of Salvation. 
 
And so, in this divine seventh year, we will focus our worship, ministry and outreach around the Lord Jesus Christ. My 
prayer is that we as a congregation, as Christ’s disciples, will come to know him better than ever, to love him more and 
more, to serve him with renewed enthusiasm, and to declare His Name with increasing vigor. I pray that our witness to 
West Bend and the world, will reveal how relevant the words of Christ are especially today. Our renewed radical 
hospitality will build bridges from ancient stories to very modern problems; confirming that Christ not only speaks today 
but that he is the answer to all our deepest needs, pains and struggles. 
 
Are you willing to stick around to enjoy the fruit and the hard work of a long-term pastorate? Humble patience with 
God’s people is the most important virtue I’ll ever exercise. After all, my goal as a pastor is to bring the convictions of 
Fifth Ave. congregation into line with the full message of God’s Word, and you lives to spiritual maturity. And this is a 
process of sanctification that takes time (decades not just months or years). It only comes from trusting the Holy Spirit’s 
power in using God’s Word as it is faithfully proclaimed week after week, year after year through the voice of Fifth Ave. 
United methodist Church’s Shepherd, Rev. Clarissa Martinelli. 
 
The familiar words of Blest Be the Tie that Bind resonate with the loyalty and love that characterized the pastor who wrote 
them and Rev. Clarissa Martinelli who is honored and humbled to serve and lead Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church: 
 
       Blest be the tie that binds 
       Our hearts in Christian love; 
       The fellowship of kindred minds 
        Is like to that above. 

Before our Father’s throne, 
We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
Our comforts, and our cares. 

 
PASTOR CLARISSA & BROTHER MARTIN 


