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Prayer: No matter how far we wander from you, O God, your steadfast love finds us. No matter how unjust the world 
seems to us, O God, your steadfast righteousness sustains us. No matter how vulnerable our lives seem to us, O God, 
your steadfast presence gives us hope. No matter how unloved and uncared for we feel, O God, you hear our cries and 
answer our prayers. Thanks be to God! 
 
“STIR UP THE GIFTS GOD HAS GIVEN YOU”                     
 
Neglect is something that takes very little effort and has the ability to hide the severity of the harm it produces. It can 
fool us into thinking our awareness of what has been neglected is going to bring change. Thinking about something does 
not produce action, it can produce thoughts that promise action, but all too often those promises never come to fruition. 
Taking action begins with movement.  
 
For example, I can have a sick friend who I think of often and want to send them a card, bake a cake, or just go over for 
a visit and pray, however, all those thoughts will never bring comfort to my friend until I actually do one of them. Our 
very own thoughts can deceive us into believing we will do things that never actually happen. 
 
In Paul’s final letter to Timothy, he gives encouragement as well as instruction to remain steadfast in faith, endure, and 
teach sound doctrine. He writes in 2 Timothy 1:5-6 “I remember your genuine faith, for you share the faith that first 
filled your grandmother Lois and your mother, Eunice. And I know that same faith continues strong in you. 6 This is 
why I remind you to fan into flames the spiritual gift God gave you when I laid my hands on you.” Timothy would need 
courage, perseverance, and an understanding that his faith and spiritual gifts would need to be stirred. Another translation 
says, “Fan into flame the gift of God which is in you”.  
 
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you 
of everything I have said to you. - John 14:26 
 
Have you ever watched a fire begin to burn down to the point that all you have left are coals? It looks as though there is 
no fire actually left, because the coals may be under a layer of ash. You can’t really see much. But when you take a fresh 
log and toss it on top of those coals and stir it around a bit, it suddenly ignites, and you have a whole new fire going. 
 
There may be live coals in your life, but you have allowed the fire to go down. You haven’t been using the gifts that God 
has given you, the talents He has given you. It’s time to fan them into full flame again. It’s time to be reignited. It’s time 
to say, “Lord, how can I use what You have given me for Your glory until You return?” 
 
We need to take advantage of the opportunities that are out present. There are those who want to have the big, visible 
ministries. They want the applause of people. But if we will humble ourselves and take what we have and offer it to God, 
if we are willing to do what He has set before us and be faithful in the little things, then He will give us something better 
than visible ministries or applause – He’ll give us the peace and joy that comes from pleasing Him. 
 
Any time you take a chance, you can fail. But it’s better to try than to never have anything happen in your life. I would 
rather try and fail than never try at all. 
 
The point is, it takes action on our part if we want to see fruit in our spiritual life increase. A flame will eventually die out 
not matter how closely you watch it or think about it, unless you add more wood or fan the flame. The same is true with 
mixing ingredients, you can place them in a bowl, but if you do not stir, the finished product will not result. 
 
We can be filled with good intentions, but if intentions never become reality, were they real? We each have been given a 
measure of faith according to Romans 12:3, but it is what we do with that faith that changes us. I encourage you today 
to take inventory of your spiritual life and begin to fan those flames that have diminished due to neglect. Paul knew that 
Timothy would face growing persecution, hence, he would need to grow in faith, love and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, which would diminish fear and nervousness (2 Timothy 1:17). We, too, must work at stirring up the gifts we 
possess so we can face each day with strength and boldness, and be prepared for trials that come our way. 
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“Now faith brings our hopes into reality and becomes the foundation needed to acquire the things we long for. It is all 
the evidence required to prove what is still unseen.” (Hebrews 11:1) Faith is a corporate exercise, and I want to emphasize 
this to us as a body of Christ. Yes, there is value for the individual, and there are specific disciplines that each one can 
undertake to grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ. But it is how these disciplines and actions weave into the body as a whole.  
 
Love is a relational experience and action. Worship is also a corporate exercise. The worship team discerns ways to 
enhance the worship experience as the congregation interact during worship. Praying with and for one another and 
Communion remind us that we are not worshiping alone, but within a community where there is mutuality and support. 
 
Spiritual gifts are an essential part of our Christian walk. Spiritual gifts are an empowerment of the Holy Spirit. These 
gifts empower us for quality service as we run our Christian race in life. Every child of God must desire to manifest the 
gifts of the spirit. Without the manifestation of this gift, people will not see signs and miracles in your life and unbelievers 
are mostly attracted to God through signs and miracles.  
 
The endowment of Spiritual gifts is by grace, not by merit, that is why it is called a gift. Also, every believer has one or 
more spiritual gifts operational in him or her, the only problem is that many believers are unaware of the gifts at work in 
them. One of the tragedies of life is to have what you need and not know. That is why you need to engage prayer of 
discernment of spiritual gifts. You cannot discern what you have not discovered, and to discover, you must go into 
prayers for God to open your eyes to your spiritual gifts; whether, it is healing, working of miracles, word of knowledge 
or wisdom or any of the other 9 gifts as seen in 1 Corinthians 12.  
 
If you are facing fear or are afraid of failure, this keeps you from realizing your potential. Remember, God has not given 
us the spirit of fear; He has given us power through the Holy Spirit, love, and a sound mind! (2 Timothy 1:17) What 
more could we ask for. Any time you take a chance, you can fail. But it’s better to try than to never have anything happen 
in your life. I would rather try and fail than never try at all. 
 
It is up to us today to fan our spiritual embers into flame and make a difference in this world and in the lives of others. 
I wish many blessings for you in Christ Jesus! I pray, “Strengthen me Lord to face what lies ahead. Help me be mindful 
of exercising my faith and not become guilty of neglecting the gifts You have so freely given. These are priceless gifts 
You purchased at Calvary and I could never earn them on my own. Let me grow in love, knowledge and Your power, 
and help me be an encouragement to others. In Jesus’ name I ask, amen.” 
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