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PRAYER: Loving God, we thank you for hearing our prayers, feeding us with your word, and encouraging 

us in our meeting together. Take us and use us to love and serve you, and all people, in the power of your 

Spirit and in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

WHEN LIGHT SHINES 

 

Without a doubt, Christmas is to be a time of GREAT JOY. On that first Christmas night, the angel announced to 

the shepherds “good news of a great joy.” The Savior has come!! WOW!! Those shepherds were so excited. That 

announcement changed their lives forever. They were filled with joy and wonder and praise. 

 

Think about the angel’s announcement, “Don’t be afraid!” “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all 

people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! What does 

that really mean for you and me? 

 

At Christmas time, are you filled with joy and wonder and praise? Or has the devil, the original Grinch, the thief 

who comes only to steal and kill and destroy, stolen those things from you? If so, there is still time to get it back! 

 

We find ourselves in the middle of the Grinch’s story. He sneaks around in the middle of the night stealing Christmas 

away. When Cindy Lou Who catches him in the act of stealing her Christmas tree, the Grinch lies with such ease 

and continues his mischievous work. The Grinch is convinced that what he is doing is going to solve all his problems. 

Unfortunately, he doesn’t even understand his own problems. 

 

Being human means that we have limited vision, and God putting on flesh in the person of Jesus of Nazareth also 

means that God enters into our own vulnerability and shortsightedness. God’s greatest weakness is God’s love for 

us. It is a love so powerful that God chose to be born into our finitude, dependence, and scarcity, but this is good 

news! The angel is correct in saying, “I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news” when announcing Jesus’s 

birth. The good news is that our humanity is being redeemed. It’s not that Jesus came to make us something that we 

aren’t; rather, Jesus lived so that we might live abundantly into the beauty of our own humanity. Jesus is what it 

means to be alive, and through God’s grace we are offered the opportunity to grow into who God is calling us to be 

. . . warts and all! Love came down at Christmas indeed!  

 

Share with a sibling of Christ, an example of wonderful, joyous news you received in our seemingly dull, regular 

life. 

 

Share your story! 

 

The Savior has come to save you from a dark past. So many people are suffering with intense guilt over bad things 

they have done in the past. The devil beats them to death with shame and guilt. But be beaten no longer! All the 

terrible, horrible things you have done are no match for the Savior’s blood that He shed for you on the cross. The 

moment you confess those sins to God and repent of them, you are forgiven!! Remember what the Savior said to 

Peter, “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy” (Acts10:15). 

 

The Savior has come to save you from an empty present. Many people are surviving and not really living. Jesus 

came at Christmas not to fill your empty stocking, but to fill your empty life! He has a purpose and a plan for you. 

Come to Him. Surrender to Him. Let Him lead you. He wants to bring you joy and peace, regardless of your 

circumstances. He wants to use your life to make a difference in others, a difference that will last for all eternity. It 

makes life worth living to know that every day is an exciting adventure with the Lord, an opportunity to touch another 

person with the love and joy of Jesus. 

 

The Savior has come to save you from a hopeless future. Everyone without God is without hope. No one comes to 

the Father without the Savior, Jesus Christ. But now He has come, and we can really know Him personally, and we 
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can be assured of His presence and provision while we live … and His heaven when we die. Paul said, “Things 

which eye has not seen and ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of humanity, all that God has 

prepared for those who love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). WOW! What a future is in store for the child of God! 

People of God, we often put a lot of pressure on ourselves to make sure that Christmas is perfect. Many go over and 

above to make Christmas “perfect.” It may be a bitter pill of humility to know that even if there isn’t a Christmas 

play, or the school’s Christmas musical was dreadful, or the pastor lost her or his voice and can’t preach the rest of 

Advent, that Jesus will still be born anyway. Now, that is Good News. That is Great News. We don’t need perfection 

in our worship service, just a heart that is ready to grow . . . a heart that grows three sizes.  

 

My dear friend, do not let the devil steal from you and your Christmas time any longer! The Savior has come, and 

He has come for you! Receive the Good News and rejoice in the truth! 

 

Receive the most wonderful exciting stupendous purpose and a plan made just for you. Come to Jesus. Surrender to 

Him. Let Him lead you. Jesus wants to bring you joy and peace, regardless of your circumstances. He wants to use 

your life to make a difference in others, a difference that will last - WHEN LIGHT SHINES! Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


