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People of God, make your heart ready for the King of Glory to come in. Heavenly Father, come dwell among us and 

be my peace today. In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holly Spirit. Amen! 

 

“LOOKING THE PART” 

 

Welcome, people of God. Last week we began our Advent Sermon Series based on the book – The Heart That Grew 

Three Sizes – Finding Faith in the Story of the Grinch. Dr. Seuss, also known as Ted Geisel the author of “How the 

Grinch Stole Christmas, sets out to tell a Christmas story that pushes against the mainstream. The Grinch has a 

greedy, mischief, and irrational, distaste for all things Christmas. We pondered whether we should hate the Grinch 

or shower him with sympathy. As a matter of truthfulness, is there a little Grinch in each of us? 

 

On this Second Sunday of Advent, we invite you to consider the authenticity of Christmas celebrations. What does 

it meant to celebrate Christmas? What looks like Christmas but isn’t, and conversely what doesn’t look like 

Christmas but does tell the Nativity story? 

 

With your pew partner, share something you enjoy during the holiday season that most would consider to be 

“Christmas,” but really isn’t. For example, sleigh bells aren’t really a “Christmas thing,” but it seems that a song 

isn’t seasonally appropriate without hearing sleigh bells in the background. Gingerbread cookies and cakes are quite 

popular, especially in the holiday season and were believed to have medicinal and warming properties. The tradition 

of making gingerbread houses is believed to have come from Germany with the story of Hansel and Gretel where, 

according to the fairytale, two children abandoned in the woods come upon an edible house of bread with sugar 

decorations. Do you include a kiss under a mistletoe on your list to Santa? What tradition or activity do you enjoy 

that’s “Christmas” but really isn’t? 

 

Take time to share. 

 

It’s relatively easy to make something seem as if it fits in the Christmas story. Put sleigh bells in a song, wrap a 

present with green and red paper, or cut cookies in the shape of a snowman and it seems that the holiday is right 

around the corner. Of course, none of these things really have anything to do with Christ’s birth, but these colors, 

smells, sights, and sounds are all attached to the season. Sometimes, to get to the heart of what Christmas is, we have 

to strip away these things, or parody them in order to see them in a new way. A parody is a stylized imitation of 

something generally recognized. Think Monty Python or “Weird Al” Yankovik. Is Die Hard a Christmas movie? I 

definitely vote for Gremlins! What about A Fun Twist to Christmas Songs? 

 

You'd better not bake, 

You'd better not fry, 

Don't set out any cake, 

I'm telling you why, 

Santa Claus is dropping some pounds. 

 

He's avoiding all cookies, 

And checking his scale, 

He's waiting for Tae-Bo, 

To come in the mail, 

Santa Claus is dropping some pounds! 

 

Scripture contains parody as well. The story of Jonah is a parody of the traditional prophetic message, and this story 

is told in this way so that we can cut to the heart of who God is. 

 

So, what could we strip away from Christmas and have Christmas still feel like Christmas? The Grinch seems to 

think that Christmas is about presents, a tree, certain foods and celebrations. What does Christmas look like in your 
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home? Family? Neighborhood? Community? Is there something that you do as a family tradition that is quite 

meaningful during the holiday season. Maybe there’s something you’ve been offering that really has more to do with 

Santa than Jesus, and it’s time for the sun to set on this tradition. After all, Christmas is fundamentally about who 

God is as revealed in Jesus. Sometimes we think the Grinch is the bad guy in the story, but the Whos’ celebration 

isn’t without criticism. As we find faith in the story of The Grinch, maybe the Whos have gone too far in their 

celebration. Could it be that we have also gone too far in making a secular celebration of  Christmas “LOOK THE 

PART”? 

 

Some things feel like Christmas but really aren’t. Other things don’t feel like Christmas, but really express the 

Nativity story. For example, thinking about immigration rarely finds its way into a Christmas carol, but the Holy 

Family fleeing into Egypt to seek refuge is certainly part of Jesus’s infancy story. What have we been missing in the 

Nativity story that needs to be told? What struggles were there for the holy Family? The Wise Men? The Shepherds? 

All these narrations of Jesus’ flight into Egypt are a reminder that, “So once again, I, the Lord All-Powerful, tell you, 

“See that justice is done and be kind and merciful to one another! Don’t mistreat widows or orphans or foreigners or 

anyone who is poor, and stop making plans to hurt each other.” Zechariah 7:9-10 Yes, as Bible scholars we see the 

Christmas story as examples of hospitality and offering justice; forgiveness and redemption.  

 

How can we judge whether something is “Christmasy” based on style or preference? People hold their Christmas 

traditions with a tight grip, and the point isn’t to now become the Grinch in someone’s experience of the holiday. 

Rather, it’s to call attention to the depth of the Christmas story and offer additional ways to connect with the mystery 

of God’s incarnation. Offer hope that there is more to the story than we might realize; rather than setting some kind 

of standard on what is and isn’t Christmas. 

 

“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit, and the spirit of 

the Lord shall rest upon him. The spirit of wisdom and understanding. The spirit of counsel and might. The spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord.” (Isaiah 11:1–2) 

 

This is clearly a promise written hundreds of years before the coming of Jesus, of one who had come from the line 

of David, a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. In that day the heir to David’s 

throne will be a banner of salvation to all the world. The nations will rally to him, and the land where he lives will 

be a glorious place. 

 

Oh, just think about the fruit that Jesus would bear, the fruit that would come from his life, his coming, what we 

celebrate at Christmas. The fruit of sinners, multitudes of sinners, countless sinners saved by God’s grace from their 

sin. Redeemed, changed, transformed, restored to relationship with God and all the fruit that comes from that. All 

that we see in the Bible of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, the 

fruit of his spirit; the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him. The spirit of wisdom and understanding. The spirit of 

counsel and might. The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

 

Yes, the spirit of God fully resting on Jesus. Our heavenly Father has sent the same spirit that was on Jesus into each 

one of our hearts. The spirit of the Lord. The spirit of wisdom and understanding. The spirit of counsel and might. 

The spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. The same spirit that dwelled in Jesus, that Jesus perfectly personified 

is the same spirit who dwells in us, who dwells in you and me. This is what we celebrate at Christmas. Not just that 

Jesus came, but that Jesus lives and his spirit lives inside of every one of us. So, live in this today. God, help us to 

live in this today. God, I pray that in each of our own life in everything we do, that your spirit would lead, guide, 

and direct us. Your spirit of wisdom and understanding and counsel and might and knowledge, and the fear of you 

would totally direct everything we think, say and do today, that your spirit’s power in us would make each of us a 

witness just as you promised Jesus. That you would give us boldness by your spirit to share the gospel today and 

that somebody would come to know Jesus through my life  right now - today. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

 


