
 1 

“Christian giving is a responsive act. It represents gratitude to God. It is a symbol of self-giving. Therefore, giving is 

not a once-for-all event, but a regular part of life. It is a spiritual discipline that reminds us who we are and whose we 

are.”— Herb Mather 

 

SAVE ALL YOU CAN - Parable of the Talents 
 

While the parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins stresses the need to be prepared, the Parable of the Talents seems to 

emphasize stewardship and accountability to the Lord while we wait for His return. The word entrust literally means 

“to put something into someone’s care or protection.” The word steward literally means “to manage or to look after 

someone else’s property.” The word “Talent” in this parable pertains to a sum of money. One talent was approximately 

6000 denarii, or the amount of money an average working man would earn during a twenty-year period of employment 

(a denarius is an average day’s wage). Jesus used this valuable money measure to graphically represent the valuable 

physical and spiritual gifts that God gives people.  

 

The word “talent” in modern English has come to refer to skills, aptitudes, and physical abilities that a person possesses. 

Jesus is teaching the disciples and to us that nothing we have is truly ours. All that we have has been entrusted to us so 

that we may use it for God’s kingdom. We all have been given “talents” not to waste, but that we might multiply that 

which we have given for God’s glory. This parable speaks to the importance of stewardship but also speaks to the truth 

that Jesus will return and hold people accountable for what they have been entrusted with. The faithful stewards will be 

rewarded and the unfaithful will be punished. 

 

The parable of the talents tells of a master who, before leaving for the journey, distributed his possessions to the servants. 

He gave them five, two, and one talent-bags of gold, according to the ability of each of them. The talent corresponds to 

34 kilograms of gold, which is not a small amount! Then the master went abroad and stayed there for a long time. The 

story leaves us confused at this point. We don’t know why the master distributed his money to the servants, we don’t 

know what the end of the story will be. Perhaps the purpose is for all of us who listen to the opportunity to face our 

lives alongside the story presented in the opportunity. 

 

The first two servants worked and doubled the talents obtained. But he who received one talent buried it in order to 

keep it and not lose it. It is a question of the wealth of the kingdom, which is given to individuals and communities 

according to their capacities. Everyone receives some wealth, but not everyone responds the same way! 

 

After a long time, the master returns to settle accounts with the servants. The first two say the same thing, and the master 

responds in the same way to both: “All right, good and faithful servant! … ”And the third servant said,“ Master, I knew 

you were a hard man … ” 

 

Jesus takes this opportunity to criticize the false image of God. The servant sees in God a hard master. Such a God, 

humanity fears and hides behind the exact observance of the law. Humanity thus believes that they will avoid judgment 

and that the legislature will not punish them. So did some of the Pharisees. In reality, such a person does not trust God, 

he only trusts himself and his interpretation of the law. Such a person is far from God and doesn’t cares for others. He 

is incapable of living freedom because the false image of God closes him in, kills the community, and prevents a joyful 

life. 

 

The master orders that this talent be taken away from him, and that to those who already have it, “For whoever has, it 

will be given and will have abundance, and to him who does not have, what he has will be taken away.” This is the key 

that explains everything. Talent is everything that makes a community grow and reveal the presence of God. When a 

man is closed in on himself for fear of losing what little he has, he loses what little he has because love dies, justice 

weakens, division disappears. Instead, a person who does not think only of himself and gives himself to others, grows 

and – surprisingly – receives everything he has given, and much more. “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever 

loses his life because of me will find it.”  
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There is no difference between those who receive more and those who receive less. They all receive according to their 

capabilities. It is important that the gift is given in the service of the kingdom and that because of this the treasures of 

the kingdom grow. These treasures are love, neighbor, and sharing. The main key to the parable is not in the 

multiplication of talents, but it indicates the way our relationship with God should be lived. The first two servants do 

not ask for anything, do not seek their wealth, do not keep talents for themselves, do not count, do not measure. Very 

naturally, almost without awareness and without seeking any merit for themselves, they start working. The third servant, 

who is afraid, does nothing about it. He acts properly according to the norms of ancient law. He remains within the 

framework of established laws. He loses nothing, but he also gains nothing. But in the kingdom, he loses even what he 

had because of it. The kingdom is a risk. He who refuses to take risks loses it! 

 

The master of the servants represents Jesus Christ. His long trip and return represent the time between Jesus’ first 

coming and His second coming and that His second coming is a certainty. The servants represent all people and that all 

are created to serve the lord, whether they are aware of this fact or not. Keep in mind that although the last servant only 

received one talent, all were give a large sum of money. The first two servants worked hard and doubled the master’s 

talents, while the last servant took the master’s talents and hid it. He was fearful of the master and was lazy, disinterested 

in producing fruit. He failed to understand and know what his master’s desire was while He was away. The first two 

were rewarded because they knew the master’s will and were faithful. But the third servant was punished because he 

did not truly know the master’s will and did not do it. The master did not expect more than each servant had the ability 

to produce (v. 15), and for that reason He entrusted talents according to what each could 

handle.  

 

God does not give us more than we can handle, but expects us to be faithful with what we have been given. Jesus used 

this parable to reveal what the kingdom of heaven is like. This story is a vivid picture of what it takes to prove oneself 

fit for the kingdom. Those who are truly fit for the kingdom (true followers of Christ) will be faithful with what they 

have been given, but those who are unfit for the kingdom will waste what they have been given and have nothing to 

show for when the master comes to settle accounts. Jesus is showing us again as He does throughout the gospels, that a 

person’s works or fruit does not gain an entrance into His kingdom, but a person’s works or fruit is evidence whether 

or not they are a true follower of Jesus and therefore gain entrance. 

 

But what if we aren’t exactly clear how to manage all that God has entrusted us? I was struck by this provocative 

statement by Dallas Willard: “In many cases, our need to wonder about or be told what God wants in a certain 

situation is nothing short of a clear indication of how little we are engaged in His work.”  Wow, that’s a painful 

indictment. But beyond that, think about it this way: We should know the way and heart of Jesus so deeply that managing 

His resources well is second nature. If you’re not sure what to do with what God has given you for God’s work, press 

in to Jesus, His way, and His heart. Get to know the master and you’ll discover exactly what to do with what God 

entrusts you with. 

 

The person who’s hard at work when the master comes, who put in the effort, is the one who is rewarded. I firmly 

believe that the economy of the kingdom is one that seeks to leverage God’s resources for maximum impact, and to put 

our faith into action. So, Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church, if God’s blessed you with a little, then use the little you 

have for God’s glory and for his kingdom. If God’s blessed you with a LOT, then use the lot that you have for God’s 

glory and His kingdom.  It’s not enough to just know a lot about the Bible. It’s not enough to just say all the things 

about God, or to just attend church. Following Jesus, living in His way with His heart—requires that we put our faith 

into action. That we love one another, that we serve one another, that we put others before ourselves, that we stand up 

for one another, that we’re a voice for people who don’t have a voice, that we are generous and kind with one another, 

and that we seek to bring God’s shalom into every facet of creation for God’s glory and the benefit of every single 

person. That is us on mission with God. 

 

For some it sounds a lot like “works.” Yes, it is. Grace is not opposed to effort. Effort is an action. Our effort doesn’t 

earn favor with God; it’s not about because we did all this stuff salvation is now earned.  It is simply the outworking of 

our faith and it shows that we are choosing to partner with God’s mission in the earth. We should consistently be 

growing in becoming like Jesus. 
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One of the hard things about this parable is this idea that when the master returns, his subjects are asked to give an 

account of what they did with what they’ve been given, and they will be judged accordingly. And I think if we’re honest, 

some of us have squandered our opportunity to be used by God, because we were afraid, or because we weren’t willing 

to take a risk, or because we didn’t invest the time to get to know Jesus and His heart, and to partner with it. Or we 

simply don’t believe God can use us or that we can make any kind of impact.   

 

So, I want to say to you, children of a gracious God, you’re going to hear from me and from others inviting you to bring 

your best self to your church,  and to this city, and to this world. And I’m going continue to ask you to align who you 

are, and what God has blessed you with, for the good of God’s beautiful kingdom—to leverage those things for the 

shalom, we have the joy of partnering with Jesus, to bring to a hurting, broken, world. 

 

Imagine, if we were the kind of church that took seriously the call to get to know Jesus so intimately, to get to know 

who God’s made us to be so intimately, and to pay attention to a hurting, broken world around us so intimately that we 

leverage everything we had to be used by God and to let His kingdom come, His will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

What if it wasn’t just the Lord’s Prayer that we say, what if we lived it as a church?  I feel, that is a beautiful picture of 

a healthy church on mission with God, and I believe that’s the kind of church God has been forming here and will 

continue to form. 

 

What’s one thing I can do this week to leverage what God has entrusted me with for His glory, for His name, for the 

good of others? Maybe it’s spending some time reading the gospels and teaching of Jesus and/or reorienting yourself 

to who God really is. Maybe it visiting a spiritual director and doing some discovery of who you are and how God’s 

wired you and how God wants to use you. Maybe it’s taking steps to put your faith into practice. Maybe, for some of 

us, as scary as this might sound, it might be taking a risk. Be the Church that leaves the building. In Jesus name. Amen 

 


