Make Lent a time for stewardship.

Lent is the season for introspection and self-reflection; when we prepare our hearts and minds for Easter through special
prayers and spiritual disciplines. This year make stewardship a focus of your Lenten practices.

Devotionals, prayers and acts of service can help you grow as a steward. Rebound from Easter as an inspired, equipped and
excited steward!

During the most difficult periods of Lent, it is always good to remember at the heart of Lent and Easter is God’s generosity
in sacrificing his Son for us.

Self-denial is an important part of Lent because it helps us to follow Jesus who gave his life for us because he loved us. In
response to God’s love, as shown through the self-giving of Jesus, we do something to symbolize our willingness to deny
ourselves. Giving to the work of the church is one way to accomplish this.

The Lenten coin folder is a simple way to focus on generosity during Lent. It’s a collective way in which the church
gives us a vision for a world beyond the horizon of our city in which we live. As part of this larger group of people, a family
of faith, we share this value of an outward-bound expression of faithfulness. A commitment to God connected intimately
with caring about others.

Stewardship should be an opportunity, not an obstacle. We ought to be giving God back some of the time, talents and
treasures He has given us in a spirit of joy. We ought to be thankful that the Lord provides us the opportunity to thank Him
in this awesome way.

You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure.
“For God loves a person who gives cheerfully. 2 Cotinthians 9:7

May the secrets of stewardship move us to be cheerful givers!

Peace & Lovel
Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin

As you daily fill your Lenten coin folder and pray the corresponding Lenten prayer, scripture or stewardship
inspirations; our prayer and hope are that as you ‘do Lent generously’, you’ll find that you are just as blessed in
your giving, as the ones to whom you give. And, that even the smallest, simplest act of generosity can make a
very big difference.

1. Being a Christian is not just a title, it’s a position. The position is that of a steward; a person responsible and entrusted
with the management of another’s possessions. As stewards, all we do should be directed by the desires of the owner,
God. And the owner’s desires and instructions are clearly understood by what He said, His Word, the Bible.

2. Gracious and generous God, Creator and Giver of all that is good, we thank you for our many blessings. We
acknowledge that all that we have is from you. We offer you thanks and praise for the beauty of the earth, our work,
our family, our loved ones, and all the gifts we have been given.

3. Almighty and ever living God, you invite us deeper into your world, your people, your Lent. May this time be one of
outward focus; seeking you in those we often ignore. Help us live a Lent focused on freedom, generosity, and encounter.
Give us hearts hungry to serve you and those who need what we have to give.

4. You are with us always. In each dark hout, you are here. In each bright hour, you are here. Blessed by your grace, may
we show gratitude by sharing what we have been given.
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By serving our brothers and sisters, we serve you.
We remain ever grateful for your constant love, the gift of your Son Jesus, and the presence of your Holy Spirit with us.
Protect and guide us on our journey, and guide those who are involved in Diocesan, and parish stewardship leadership.

God raised Joseph from the bottom of a pit to stewardship of a nation, and Joseph was faithful. ““The Lord was with
Joseph” (Genesis 39)

We seek to be your faithful stewards.

“Do you not know that God entrusted you with that money (all above what buys necessities for your families) to feed
the hungty, to clothe the naked, to help the stranger, the widow, the fatherless; and, indeed, as far as it will go, to relieve
the wants of all humanity?” — John Wesley

Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your limbs from moment to moment, is given you by
God. If you devoted every moment of your whole life exclusively to His service, you could not give Him anything that
was not in a sense His own already. — C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

Generous and loving God, we come to you in thanksgiving, knowing that all we are and all that we have is a gift from
you. In faith and love, help us to do your will. We are listening. Speak your words into the depth of our souls, that we
may hear you clearly.

We offer to you this day all the facets of our lives, whether it be at home, at work, or at school. We seek to be patient,
to be merciful, to be generous, to be holy. Give us the wisdom and insight to understand your will for us and the fervor

to carry out our good intentions.

We offer our gifts of time, talent and possessions to you as a true act of faith, to reflect our love for you and our
neighbors. Help us to reach out to others as you have reached out to us.

“Service is the rent we pay for being. It is the very purpose of life, and not something you do in your spare time.”—
Marian Wright Edelman

Eternal God, we pray that we will make stewardship a way of Life. We acknowledge you as the source of all we have
and all we are.

Help us to place you, our loving Creator, first in our lives by becoming more prayerful, more focused on loving and
caring for our families and our neighbors in need, and by becoming less preoccupied with material things.

Help us to hear your call to be good stewards, caretakers, and managers of all your gifts by sharing them for your
purposes.

Help us make your priorities our priorities and to put our faith into action. Help us plan to “give back” the talents,
treasures and time with which we have been blessed.

Help us plan to serve our church, our community, and our world with your gifts.
May we serve you and pray with a joyful spirit of mind and heart.
“Money is not the only commodity that is fun to give. We can give time; we can give our expertise; we can give our love

or simply give a smile. What does that cost? The point is, none of us can ever run out of something worthwhile to
ply g p > g
ive.” — Steve Goodier
g
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Lord, Giver of Life and Source of Freedom. We know that all we have is received from your hand. Gracious and loving
God, you call us to be stewards of your Abundance, the caretakers of all you have entrusted to us. Help us always to use
your gifts wisely and teach us to share them generously. Send the Holy Spirit to work through us, bringing your message
to those we serve. May our faithful stewardship be a witness to the love of Jesus Christ in our lives. We pray with grateful
hearts in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Abundant God, you made us in your image and breathed in us a spirit of generosity that is both gift and response. Move
us, we pray, to give as we have received—abundantly, generously, and joyfully that our common ministry may ever bear
witness to your unfailing grace. In the name of the Three in whom we are One,

Oh God, our loving Creator and Giver of all good gifts, bless our parish, strengthen our faith and grant us the spirit of
Christian stewardship so that we may give generously of our time, talent and treasure to spread Your kingdom here in
our church and throughout the world. For this, we pray to the Lord.

Gracious God, giver of all we have and hold as stewards; grant the people of this church a deep and abiding awareness
that all things come from you — our health, our incomes, our jobs, our talents and our generous impulse. Send your
Holy Spirit to help us as we swim against the rising tides of materialism, envy, individualism and greed in our culture.
When we are tempted to think of money as a private matter, remind us that you have asked for part of what we are
given, to be returned to you as a symbol of our awareness that you give all we have. And further, help us to help each
other in this grace of giving, for you are the lover of our souls and call us to nothing less than transformation in Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Lord Christ, you held your ground as you communicated a message amidst support and amidst the rejection of your
message. Give to us who lead stewardship ministries the strength to help our church to discuss that which it would
rather ignore. Help us to speak openly about money, time and land as gifts. Help us to respond to a culture for whom
greed is nothing more than a scream of fear; so that our work is not merely fundraising, but is rather a pastoral ministry
to a people weighed down by a spiritually deadly combination of abundance and fear.

Heavenly Father and Creator of all we enjoy, we give you thanks for the countless people who have gone before us in
the leadership of this church. We know that the Holy Spirit inspired some as they longed for this church, others as they
built this church and still others as they lovingly and boldly led this church through times of abundance and times of
scarcity. Help us to be bold as we model giving of time and money to this parish. Make our bold and generous pledge a
symbol of both our integrity and our gratitude. Then help us to encourage giving with one sixth of what we do and say,
just as you did while physically teaching among your disciples.

So, imitate God. Follow Him like adored children, 2 and live in love as the Anointed One loved you—so much that He
gave Himself as a fragrant sacrifice, pleasing God. Ephesians 5:1

Jesus, we love you and we know you love us. Everything we have is a gift from you. Thank you for play time and for
our growing bodies. Thank you for our laughter and our joy. Help us to give some of our time and some of our money
back to you. When we think of giving something away to someone who needs it, help us to give two and not just one.

Disturb us, Lord, when we are too well pleased with ourselves; when our dreams have come true because we have
dreamed too little; when we arrive safely because we have sailed too close to shore. Disturb us, Lord, when with the
abundance of the things we possess, we have lost our thirst for the water of life. Stir us, Lord, to dare more boldly, to
venture on wider seas, where storms will show your mastery; where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars. We ask
you to push back the horizons of our hopes and to push us into the future in strength, courage, hope and love. Amen.
Open your hearts to the love God instills in them. God loves you tenderly. What he gives you is not to be kept under
lock and key, but to be shared. The more you save the less you will be able to give. The less you have, the more you will
now have to share. Let us ask God, when it comes to ask God for something, to help us to be generous.

Almighty God, we thank you for all the gifts You have given us: our lives, our loved ones, all that we have and all that
we are. Most of all, we thank You for Jesus, your Son and our Redeemer, who came among us to show us the way to
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eternal life. Jesus was the perfect steward of your gifts, showing that complete trust in You is necessary, and that giving
of self is a most important part of following Him. May the offerings of our time, our talents, and our material resources
be made in the same spirit of sacrifice that Jesus taught us by His life and death for us. Thomas Merton

Quicken, O Lord, we pray you, all members of your church, that we may be alive to the opportunities and responsibilities
of our times. Save us from complacency and from fear of new ways; inspire our minds with the hope of your kingdom;
give us joy in what lies before us; and stir our wills to pray and to work until your will is done on earth as it is in heaven.

God, you have called us to be workers together with you: Make us now of one heart and mind to pray and work and
give for the upbuilding and strengthening of your church at home and abroad. Bless our annual canvass, and stir up the
wills of all our people to do according to their ability as good stewards in your service.

Lord, you have taught us that you will require much from those to whom much is given: Grant that we whom you have
called to so goodly a heritage may share more abundantly with others what we so richly enjoy, and in serving them may
know the glory of serving you.

Lord of our lives, teach us how to use our money and our possessions. Deliver us from stinginess and wasteful
extravagance; inspire our giving with the spirit of true generosity. Help us always to remember your generous love for
us, that we may be wise and faithful stewards of the good gifts you have given us.

Come, my Light, and illumine my darkness. Come, my Life, and revive me from death. Come, my Physician, and heal
my wounds. Come, Flame of divine love, and burn up the thorns of my sins, kindling my heart with the flame of thy
love.- Dimitti of Rostov

Sovereign Lord, your hand has touched the dry bones of our faith, your Word has breathed new life where there was
death, your spirit raised us up from where we lay, your love has brought us home and to your Cross, and by your grace
we stand forgiven, free. Hallelujah!

Remind us often Lord, when we are feeling proud, arrogant, beyond reproach, pleased with ourselves, self-sufficient in
our ways, that you walked a road that took you to a cruel cross, and rose again to show us where we might look for
rescue — the free gift of salvation.

Jesus, Lamb of God, when you walked this earth, you did not consider heavenly equality, though that was yours to
choose, but took the role of servant, and in humility and obedience allowed the rough nails of our sin to be hammered
into your flesh for the sake of our salvation. We acknowledge you as Lord of all, to the glory of God the Father, Son
and Spirit. Amen.

Come, all who are thirsty says Jesus, our Lord, come, all who are weak,
taste the living water that I shall give. Dip your hands in the stream, refresh | e
body and soul, drink from it, depend on it, for this water will never run
dry. Come, all who are thirsty says Jesus, our Lord.

Lord, grant us simplicity of faith and a generosity of service that gives
without counting cost. A life overflowing with Grace poured out from
the One who gave everything, that we might show the power of love to a
broken world, and share the truth from a living Word. Lord, grant us

. .. . . . “Surcly lle hath bome
simplicity of faith, and a yearning to share it. our gricls and carricd

QUP SOMOWS. ™" (asid 53:4)
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