
The Lily Pad 
“I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.” Solomon 2:1 

Happy Mother’s Day!  Mother’s 

Day is celebrated in 96 countries 

in different ways and on different 

months throughout the year. In 

the United States, it always 

observed the second Sunday in 

May.  Most cultures realize the 

importance of motherhood, so 

today we honor all mothers – 

biological mothers, adoptive, foster, step and spiritual mothers, and 

men who have the role of mothers. 
 

All of these women have a special place in our prayers and in our hearts. 

We also pray for women who wish to share in the vocation of 

motherhood but for whatever reason cannot do so.  In a particular way, 

we remember our deceased mothers. 

 

Usually, Mother’s Day is celebrated with family outings to brunch or dinner, family get-togethers accompanied by hugs, 

kisses and candy.  

 

This one-day of the year reminds us not only to say thanks to and for our mothers but also to examine a little more intently 

what they have done for us. Motherhood is a vocation, a calling from God, to nurture, form and love their children. Until 

recently, given some of the values and the fast pace of our world today, it is challenging to be a mother. Many mothers 

have to work outside the home in order to provide for their children. We admire those who do and thank them for living 

out that vocation of motherhood in a very busy life.   

 

Perhaps one good side effect of COVID-19 is that we have all slowed down and family life is appreciated once again. It 

is wonderful to see entire families riding their bikes or walking together.  

 

And we have the joy of knowing, when our earthly mother leaves us, we still have a heavenly mother. In John’s Gospel 

Our Lord spoke to His mother and said, “Behold your Son” and turned to the disciple whom He loved and said, “Behold 

your mother”. So as one of Our Lord’s last acts as He was dying, He gave us His mother. With Mom, everything somehow 

becomes easier; the drained, dejected heart, troubled by storms in life, finds new hope and strength and continues with 

life with fresh courage. 

 

We thank God for all of those women who have accepted the vocation of motherhood and who have given themselves so 

generously to live out their vocation. Motherhood is not, in any respect, an easy vocation, but we believe that with God’s 

help, it is possible and wonderfully rewarding.  Enjoy your day knowing that even if we can’t physically be with our 

family, we are united by our prayers and the bonds of love. 

 

We acknowledge the wide continuum of mothering: 

 

To those who gave birth this year to their first child—we celebrate with you 

To those who lost a child – we mourn with you 

To those who are in the trenches with little ones every day and wear the badge of food stains – we appreciate you 

To those who experienced loss through miscarriage, failed adoptions, or running away—we mourn with you 

To those who walk the hard path of infertility, fraught with pokes, prods, tears, and disappointment – we walk with you. 

Forgive us when we say foolish things. We don’t mean to make this harder than it is. 

To those who are foster moms, mentor moms, and spiritual moms – we need you 
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To those who have warm and close relationships with your children – we celebrate with you 

To those who have disappointment, heart ache, and distance with your children – we sit with you 

To those who lost their mother – we grieve with you 

To those who experienced abuse at the hands of your own mother – we acknowledge your experience 

To those who lived through driving tests, medical tests, and the overall testing of motherhood – we are better for having 

you in our midst 

To those who are single and long to be married and mothering your own children – we mourn that life has not turned out 

the way you longed for it to be 

To those who step-parent – we walk with you on these complex paths 

To those who envisioned lavishing love on grandchildren - yet that dream is not to be, we grieve with you 

To those who will have emptier nests in the upcoming year – we grieve and rejoice with you 

To those who placed children up for adoption — we commend you for your selflessness and remember how you hold that 

child in your heart 

And to those who are pregnant with new life, both expected and surprising –we anticipate with you 

 

This Mother’s Day, we walk with you. Mothering is not for the faint of heart and we have real warriors in our midst. We 

remember you. 

 

I humbly offer this prayer Mother’s Day 2022: 

 

Beyond the surface of mothering; forgive us when we assume that what we see on the surface is all there is to your story. 

We know in our midst there are women and mothers who: 

 

•Like Eve, have children with serious rivalry. 

•Like Hagar, have been discarded for a new family and are mothering alone. 

•Like Naomi, have tasted the bitterness of a child’s death. 

•Like the mother of Leah and Rachel, knows what it’s like to have one child favored over another by society. 

•Like Hannah, have been separated from your child at a young age. 

•Like Mary, have a complicated pregnancy story. 

•Like Tamar, have tried multiple ways to become a mother. 

•Like Rachel, have counted the months and years while other women in your family and circle of friends become pregnant. 

•Who like Rebekah, are drawn to one of your children more than the other. 

•Like David’s mother, is raising children after God’s heart and though you rejoice in watching them, don’t want to rub it 

in friends’ faces. 

•Like Ham’s mother have children whose substance abuse can cause problems. 

•Like Bathsheba, have sick children who may die. 

•Like Joseph and Benjamin, experienced the death of their mother. 

•Like Mary, have children with public legal situations and all you can do is watch. 

•Like the Shunammite woman when told by Elisha she would become pregnant, replied, “No, please do not mislead your 

servant!” Like her, not wanting to open doors to hope, only to have them slammed in your face. 

•Like Hannah, have known the provoking of a family member. 

•Like many, watched their mothers age and waste before their eyes. 

•Like Moses’ mother, reluctantly gave up her child because it wasn’t safe for you to bring her child up herself. 

•Who like Pharaoh’s daughter, were called to love and nurture children that weren’t yours by birth. 

•Like Timothy’s mother and grandmother, are steadily and without much fanfare or recognition teaching your children 

about the truths of God, sowing seeds for eternity 

•Like the unnamed women who never quite fit into the norms of society, either never marrying or having children, yet 

wanting to. 

 

Women and men, you’re in our midst. We are called to be a people who rejoice with those who rejoice and mourn with 

those who mourn. Today our stage is big enough to do both. 
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For the seen and known joys of motherhood, we rejoice and smile and celebrate with you. For the seen and known 

suffering in motherhood, we ache with you. 

 

For the private unseen and unknown joys of motherhood, may you treasure them in your hearts. And for the private unseen 

and unknown sorrows and suffering of motherhood, may you know you don’t always have to be happy in our midst. 

 

You are engraved on the palms of God, both the seen and unseen, held together by Him. 

 

 

HAVE A BLESSED AND FUN PARENT’S DAY! 
 

 

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 
At Fifth Ave. UMC, we make no apology 

for strong preaching, 
sound doctrine and devotion to the Trinity. 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2022 CONFIRMANDS 
 

Brookelynn Bodden 

Kherington Bodden 

April Carrier 

Fritz Gerhartz 

Leo Gerhartz 
 

Your cordially invited to their 

Confirmation Service 

22 May 2022 @ 9:30 A.M. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Portions adapted from: https://www.messymiddle.com/Beyond-the-surface-of-mothering 

https://www.messymiddle.com/Beyond-the-surface-of-mothering
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