
The Lily Pad 
“I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.” Solomon 2:1 

To the city of West Bend and to the world: 
A Pastoral blessing  - Our Savior has Risen 
and the Victory Belongs to Jesus! 
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame 
death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that we, who celebrate 

with joy the day of the Lord’s Resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters and throughout the world, Happy Easter!   
 
I repeat my greeting: Happy Easter! 
 
Carry to your families and in your communities the message of joy, hope and peace which every year, on this day, 
is powerfully renewed! This Easter day, the resurrection of Jesus reminds us that God makes all things new. 
 
One of the long-awaited blessings of this year’s spring is the number of people who are getting out of doors, walking, 
biking, running, breathing in the beauty of nature and receiving mega doses of energy from vitamin D from the 
sunshine. The point is the beauty of being out of doors tends to turn our attitude to thanksgiving for the creation that 
we have received from God. 
 
The resurrection passages of the Bible can enable us to see the risen Christ in all his magnificent glory. 
 
There are two appearances of Christ listed in Matthew 28, first to the women in verse 9 and to the disciples in verse 
17.  Both times, when they saw Christ, they worshipped Him!! 
 
If our worship on Resurrection Sunday is not exhilarating; not invigoratingly transformative, perhaps we do not see 
Him as He truly is.  
 

• The King of Kings 
• The Creator of the 

universe 
• The One in whom all 

things hold together 
• Our Savior 

• Our Messiah 
• Our Lord 
• Our Shepherd 
• Our Door 
• Our Way 
• Our Truth 

• Our Life 
• The True Vine 
• The Light of the world 
• The Bread of life 
• The Alpha and the Omega 
• The Lamb of God

Do we truly see Him resurrected?  The women worshipped Him; the disciples worshipped Him. Do we worship him 
as Resurrected?  He is Risen.  He is Risen indeed!   
 
Our Savior has risen! This Easter Sunday, the Resurrection of Jesus reminds us that God makes all things new. He 
has given us the same Resurrection power to live free from sin and death and to have a life fully ALIVE!  
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While it's easy to forget the real reason for this holiday, let's take a moment to put aside the easter bunny, egg hunts, 
and baskets filled with goodies and remember the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus and his resurrection from the grave.  
 
What a joy it is for me to announce this message: Christ is Risen! I would like this renewed hope and faith of 
Resurrection Sunday to go out to every house and every family; especially where the suffering is greatest: in 
hospitals, in prisons, the oppressed, the marginalized, the hungry, the lonely, the hurting, etc... 
 
Most of all, I would like it to enter every heart, for it is there that God wants to sow this Good News: Jesus is Risen. 
There’s the hope for you; you are no longer in the power of sin and evil! Love has triumphed; mercy is victorious! 
We witness during this season of Easter, the mercy of God once again succeeding. Yes, God’s mercy always 
triumphs! 
 
We too, like the women who were Jesus’ disciples, who went to the tomb and found it empty, may wonder what this 
event means (Luke 24:4). What does it mean that Jesus is Risen? It means that the love of God is stronger than evil 
and death itself; it means that the love of God can transform our lives and let those Lenten desert places in our hearts 
bloom. The love of God can do this! 
 
This is the same love for which the Son of God became human and followed the way of humility and self-giving to 
the very end, down to bowels of hell; to the abyss of separation from God. Hear the Good News, people of a forgiving 
God, this merciful love has flooded with divine light the dead body of Jesus; has transfigured it, has made it pass 
into eternal life. Jesus did not return to his former life, to an earthly life, but entered into the glorious life of God and 
he entered there with our humanity, opening us to a promised future of hope and eternal life. 
 
This is what Easter is: it is the exodus, the passage of human beings from enslavement to sin and evil to the freedom 
of love and righteousness. Because God is life and we are His glory: all humanity.  
 
Dear brothers and sisters, Christ died and rose for all, and for everyone, but the power of the Resurrection, this 
passover - from enslavement to evil to the freedom of goodness, must be accomplished in every age, in our concrete 
existence, in our everyday lives.  
 
How many Lenten deserts, even today, did you need to cross! Above all, the desert within, when we have no love 
for God or neighbor, when we fail to realize that we are guardians and stewards of all that the Creator has given us 
and continues to give us.  God’s mercy can make even the driest land become a fruitful garden, can restore life to 
dry bones (Ezekiel 37:1-14). 
 
So, this is the invitation which I address to everyone: let us accept the amazing free grace of Christ’s Resurrection! 
Let us be renewed by God’s mercy, let us be loved by Jesus, let us enable the power of His love to transform our 
lives too; and let us become agents of this mercy, and the multiplicity of channels through which God can water the 
earth, protect all creation and make justice and peace flourish. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace 
Where there is hatred let me bring your love 
Where there is injury, your pardon Lord 
And where there is doubt true faith in You 
 
Make me a channel of your peace 
Where there is despair in life let me bring hope 
Where there is darkness only light 
And where there's sadness ever joy 

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console 
To be understood as to understand 
To be loved as to love with all my soul 
 
Make me a channel of your peace 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned 
It is in giving to all men that we receive 
And in dying that we are born to eternal life 
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Oh, Master grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console 
To be understood as to understand 
To be loved as to love with all my soul 
 

Make me a channel of your peace 
Where there's despair in life let me bring hope 
Where there is darkness only light 
And where there's sadness ever joy 

“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace,” Prayer of St. Francis 
 
And so, we ask the Risen Jesus, who turns death into life, to change hatred into love, vengeance into forgiveness, 
war into peace. Yes, Christ is our peace, and through him we implore peace for all the world. 
 
Peace for the United States; for Ukraine; and peace in the whole world, still divided by greed looking for easy gain, 
wounded by the selfishness which threatens human life and the family, selfishness that continues in human 
trafficking, the most extensive form of enslavement in this twenty-first century! Peace to the whole world, torn apart 
by racism, exclusion, economic inequality, immigration, voter suppression, violence linked to drug trafficking and 
by the heinous exploitation of natural resources! Peace to this our Earth! Our prayer and hope is for the Risen Jesus 
to bring comfort to the victims of natural disasters and make us responsible guardians and stewards of all Creation. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, from shore to shinning shore and from all over of the world, I lift up the invitation from 
Psalm 117:1-2: “Give thanks to the Lord for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever. Let Israel say: ‘His 
steadfast love endures forever”. 
 
May the risen Lord, the conqueror of sin and death, be a support to you all, especially to the weakest and poorest. 

Thank you for your presence and for the witness of your faith. 
 

To all of you I affectionately say again: 
May the risen Christ guide all of you and the whole of humanity  

on the paths of JUSTICE, LOVE AND PEACE. 

 
Pastor Clarissa, Bro. Martin 

Marissa, Biancha, Robert,  
Sophia, Nicolas, Amme,  

Cookie, Hachi, Sadie, and Rocko 
 

At Fifth Ave. UMC, we make no apology 
for strong preaching, 

sound doctrine and devotion to the Trinity. 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources: 
http://www.disciplingmen.com 
https://www.vatican.va 


