
The Lily Pad 
“I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.” Solomon 2:1 

FIFTH AVE. UNITED METHODIST CHURCH:  
A CHURCH WITH PURPOSE IN 2022! 

 

My Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ! 

 

Grace and peace be to all of you from God our Father and from our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ! 

 

We are grateful to the the new born Savior for all of His blessings upon us during the past year. This year has been 

yet another difficult, painful and perplexing year for all of us, as we continue our personal, community, national, and 

global struggles through COVID pandemic that has taken the lives of so many people across our nation and the 

world.   

 

But thanks be to God and by the power of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we have made it!  Even though we are 

yet in the midst of this corona virus, we have the faith to believe that trouble will not last always.   

 

I'm so glad troubles don't last always 

I'm so glad; trouble don't last always 

Trouble don't last always (I'm so glad) 

Trouble don't last always. Can I get a Witness? 

Trouble don't last always 

God may not come when you want Him 

But He's always on time 

In times of trouble, found Him to be 

A friend of mine 

In time storm clouds rise 

He'll be there 

All your burdens 

I know the Lord will help you to bear 

When storm clouds rise in your life 

I know He'll be there, yes he will 

Weeping may endure for a night 

Keep the faith it will be alright 

I'm so glad, trouble don't last 

Trouble don't last always 

I'm so glad 

No, no no no no trouble don't last always 

Trouble don't last always 

 

Timothy Wright ~Trouble Don't Last Always 

 

We believe that after a rainy day, the sun will shine. With this inn mind, I want to take this opportunity to thank all 

of you for your patience throughout the pandemic and all the restrictions that we have had to abide by. But I gently 

remind us to continue the protocols which have been given to us by the health professionals - Wear Masks; Wash 

Hands; Maintain Social Distancing.  And, we’re hoping that within the next few months, all of us will be vaccinated 

and boostered. 
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“I will make them strong in the Lord, and they shall walk in His name,” declares the Lord.’ Zechariah 10:12 

 

Zechariah is only one of the many prophets who envisioned a glorious future for God’s people. Using imagery of 

Israel’s restoration, expansion and prosperity, the prophet looked ahead to a day of salvation—the day of Christ’s 

coming— and prophesied about what God intended to do in and through His people. His purpose, as the passage 

makes clear, is to create a strong and holy people who will fill the earth with knowledge of God’s glory. 

 

And now, 2000 years after Christ’s coming and the establishment of Christ’s Church, the Lord is still calling His 

people to aspire to greatness in His name. God still intends for His people to seek His vision. So, can we become 

stronger in the Lord and carry on His work for another 200 years? In a word – YES! My humble hope and prayer is 

for our church to be full of passionate leaders; and in turn passionate disciples and passionate Christians. 

 

Fifth Ave. UMC, I thank all of you for your loyalty, faithfulness and commitment to the Lord’s ministry during this 

past year.  The Lord will bless all of us for the gifts and the dedication of our hearts to His honor and glory. 

 

The beginning of a new year provides us with an opportunity to recommit ourselves to the basic disciplines of 

discipleship that can help us, as believers, wear the title Christian most worthily. As your Pastor, I am praying that 

we might give ourselves completely to the Lord, as we walk through this new year.  It is always exciting when a new 

year arrives before us as a page upon which we will write the history of our life.  Let us pray for each other, that it 

might be a good year for our Lord’s work, for ourselves personally and for our families. 

 

I will complete my sixth year as your Pastor.  As the Apostle Paul said to the church at Philippi, “I thank my God 

every time I remember you.  In all of my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership 

in the Gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry 

it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  (It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you 

in my heart.)” Philippians 1:3-7 

 

Yes, we will continue to adjust to the different ways of “being” in the midst of our new year, but our experiences 

should not be any less joy-filled than before.  Be assured of my prayers for you and your loved ones all throughout 

2022! 

 

Fifth Ave., this is my message to you as we enter a new year together as Pastor and people - Bro. Martin and I 

passionately love each of you with all our heart.  Happy New Year! 
 

“Here’s to a bright New Year and a fond farewell to the old;  
here’s to the things that are yet to come, and to the memories that we hold.” 

 
May God bless your family with prosperity, good health, and happiness in the New Year. 

 

Pastor Clarissa, Bro. Martin and  
The Broadwell, Martinelli Families 

 
At Fifth Ave. UMC, we make no apology 

for strong preaching, 
 

THE GIFT OF SERVICE LEADS TO A LIFE OF LOVE. Mary White 
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