
The Lily Pad 
“I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.” Solomon 2:1 

A CHRISTMAS WISH: GET BACK TO THE BASICS 
 

Judy Garland's classic Christmas tune told us to - “have yourself a merry little 

Christmas, let your heart be light; from now on your troubles will be out of sight. 

Comon’ Judy! Prices on basic staples are rising. Christmas toys are in containers 

in the Pacific Ocean. And yes, we’re still in a pandemic. Yet, despite buying 

gifts online, the unending chaos, we need a little Christmas, right this very 

minute. 

 

Yet, she goes on to say: Here we are as in olden days; happy golden days of yore. Faithful friends who I dear to us, 

they gather near to us once more. Wow! Imagine, our olden days were only two years ago.  

 

Remember our 2019 Christmas season? In all the distractions and business and worries and sorrow even at those we 

missed, we intentionally too precious time to just absorb the peace and love and hope of the Christmas Gift from 

God. 2019 brought its own challenges on several levels!  But with the Joy of Christmas and the hope of a New Year 

brought forth a renewed sense of the goodness of God and the blessings of new fellowship and outreach to each other 

and to our community. 

 

Clearly, the 2020 holiday season was unlike any other in 

modern history - a holiday season gutted by the pandemic. 

It was a season in which we were trying to celebrate and 

grieve at the same time. Oh, how 2021 will be a wonderful 

blessing as we get back to normal! 

 

As I was sharing with Biancha about my strain with the 

December Lilypad, she remarked, “Mom, I would just like 

to get back to the basics! You know – “Have Yourself a 

Merry Little Christmas.” 

 

Get back to the basics!??? What a refreshing proposal! Not normal. Not new normal. Back to the basics! 

 

2021 has continued to be a year jam-packed with joy and tears for so many. Now, we are fully engulfed in the holiday 

season and all that it brings. Being busy with family, friends, work, volunteering and even studies, one can become 

burned-out. With electronics, life is definitely sped up. Old-fashioned traditions and values can be lost amid all the 

hustle and bustle of this festive season. 

 

It's a good time to get back to basics and what Christmas holidays is all about. It's not about the expensive gifts, but 

more about spending time with loved ones. Sure, gifts are nice to both give and receive, but it shouldn't be the main 

focus. Gifting a new iPhone or something like that shouldn't be a priority. 

 

Get back to the basics – celebrating the God with us season, the old fashion way; with fewer gifts, more time with 

relatives and a focus on faith and charity. Simplifying the holiday season which has become too commercial - over-

shopping and spending. 

 

“And the angel said to them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”— Luke 2:10-11 
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Yes, getting back to the basics - things may not be comfortable for you or your family. You may be experiencing a 

loss or hardship. You may not feel like celebrating or have a reason to celebrate. But things were not comfortable 

for Jesus and his family this time of year - Joseph caring for a woman not his wife, Mary not having a comfortable 

place to give birth, Jesus being persecuted before he was even born. But we know that there is also a reason for joy 

and comfort - the birth of our Lord and Savior.  

 

Get back to the basics - Christmas traditions to remind us of the reason for the season.  

 

Christmas is my second favorite time of year (the promise of Easter is priority)! With this being Amme’s first official 

Christmas, I want her to experience the wonderful traditions of Christmas - the lights, trees and stockings, as well as 

gathering together with family and of course… The food! It really is The Most Wonderful Time of the Year!  

 

In getting back to the basics, I acknowledge it’s also the busiest time of the year for many people. However, in all 

that busy, it’s easy to forget that the reason we decorate, gather and exchange gifts is because Jesus Christ humbled 

Himself, took on flesh and ultimately died for our sins. If we have a hard time focusing during the hustle and bustle, 

our kids have even more trouble. The lights and parties and especially presents are great distractions. 

 

Getting back to basics is the perfect time to start a new family tradition to help you and yours focus on Jesus while 

also having fun during the holidays. Kids love family traditions and you will make memories that will last much 

longer than any toy.  

 

If we can become like children, even for some brief moments and feel that old Christmas spark of hope and 

excitement, then this is all worth it. Be happy and thankful, for life is too short, complicated and scary at times. Grasp 

some old-fashioned holiday spirit by getting back to the basics and hold on to it tightly throughout the new year, as 

it's still going to be quite a bumpy and inspiring ride. 

 

W. David O. Taylor is assistant professor of theology, encourages us to get back to basics by first, enjoying in good 

conscience all that is good about basics of  “Christmas.” Enjoy it for both personal and missional reasons. Enjoy the 

twinkling lights that dot your neighborhood. Take pleasure in making the sugar cookies and homemade wreaths. 

Have a good laugh, or a good cry, by rewatching A Charlie Brown Christmas. Listen to your Bing Crosby and Mariah 

Carey records/dvd/cd. 

 

Enjoy them because the grace and goodness of God are not absent from these things. Enjoy them because they 

become a way for us to be wholly present to the lives—and longings—of our neighbors. 

 

But we are encouraged to remember and celebrate the Gospel story. Commercialize Christmas makes plenty of room 

for wonderment and kindly regard for our neighbors, the Gospel story makes it possible for both joy and sorrow, 

both justice and mercy, to coexist in the redemptive tale of God. 

 

In Gospel of Matthew, both the experience of refuge and of the refugee represent signs of God’s providential care. 

In the Luke’s account, both the lowborn and the highborn become equal participants in the drama of Christ’s 

incarnation. To know that our own fears and yearnings belong in this story becomes a source of great comfort to 

many in our communities as we all once again rediscover in this astonishingly beautiful story of Christ’s birth the 

better-than-we-could-have imagined nature of the gospel. 

 

These past two years has altered us into a more winsome witness to a watching world that sorely wants to know if 

God is in fact with us—here and now, in this time, this place. 
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Getting back to the basics of a Gospel Christmas is a great time for old-fashioned random acts of kindness. Smiling 

at someone, paying for their coffee at your local coffee shop, giving them preference in traffic or in line when they 

are holding only one item, lets one feel like they have made a difference. Surprise someone today by your 

thoughtfulness. 

 

After the miracle and awe-inspiring retelling of the Christmas storywe will unfortunately revert back to our usual 

pace and reality so let us allow ourselves to be reborn with this gift of the Messiah, let us like Ebenezer Scrooge find 

the true meaning of Christmas, the spirit of joy and sharing with each other of the love and care for each other today 

and in each day that follows. God has brought great comfort to His people, so let us comfort each other. God has 

given us Jesus the Messiah, so let us ponder the meaning of this gift everyday this year. Let us rejoice and bring true 

joy to the world in song, in deeds, in our words and in our faith. This is the gift that will truly change our life and 

that of others. His is the gift that will not be forgotten or put away. This is the gift of Jesus our Messiah. So as the 

angels sang to the shepherds: "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

People of God, we are the ones who God favors! 

 

As your holiday journey takes you near and far, be mindful that any good deed matters, as we get back to the basics 

of being Christ to the world especially at Christmas.  

 

Let us pray: O sweet Child of Bethlehem, grant that we may share with all our hearts in this profound mystery of 

Christmas. Put into the hearts of men and women this peace for which they sometimes seek so desperately and which 

you alone can give to them. Help them to know one another better, and to live as brothers and sisters, children of the 

same Father. Awaken in their hearts love and gratitude for your infinite goodness. Loving Father, help us remember 

the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and worship of the wise 

men. Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. Let kindness come with every gift and good 

desires with every greeting. Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with 

clear hearts. May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children and Christmas evening bring us to our 

beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Join us all together in your love. And give us 

your heavenly peace. Amen.* 
 

"Three Wise WOMEN would have asked directions, arrived on time, helped deliver the baby, bought 
practical gifts, cleaned the stable, made a casserole, and there would be peace on earth!" Amen! 

 
Wishing you lots of fun and excitement, and a super fantastic year to come!  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  

May you be filled with the joy and excitement of the season, and the hope of a new year. 

 
Pastor Clarissa, Bro. Martin & the Family 

At Fifth Ave. UMC, we make no apology 
for strong preaching, 

sound doctrine and devotion to the Trinity 

 
Some portions were adapted from: 
“https://www.cbcfinc.org/blog/back-to-christmas-basics/ 
https://www.latimes.com/style/la-hm-erskine20-2008dec20-column.html 
*Pope John XXII 
*Robert Louis Stevenson 

https://www.latimes.com/style/la-hm-erskine20-2008dec20-column.html

