
The Lily Pad 
“I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.” Solomon 2:1 

I LIFT MY HAND IN TOTAL THANKS, AND PRAISE 
 

WOW! It has been 11 months of sickness and illness for Brother Martin Martinelli. These days, weeks 

and months are still mostly a blur to me at this moment. My emotions were high; stomach butterflies 

kept me from eating and I believe that I was running mostly on adrenaline.  

 

As I humbly continue to make unsteady steps in this season of unceasing prayer, miraculous healing, 

passionate service to God and God’s people, the many 

virtues of wife/woman, wallowing in each precious 

moment as Amme Joy’s Nonna, I keep ever present in my mind the words of my Episcopal leader in 

regard to the role of a clergy Elder: “to render Christ present in all places and at all times.”  
 

Amid all the highs and lows; mountain tops and parched wildernesses, I find faithful Gratitude and 

Hope during Life’s Storms! 

 

In this year of great darkness, when life has not made sense, waned my faith and the light of God seems 

like a faint memory, I must, with ever greater care, “approach God with a sincere heart and in absolute 

trust” (Hebrews 10:22). 

 

Many people lose hope and enter into despair or depression from the overwhelming sufferings that 

come with such trials as illness, family hardships, and loss of loved ones. And now, as we continue to 

face this 21
st
 century historic upheaval in our society with the pandemic of COVID-19 and all the 

demands it is forced upon us, we still facing the loss of work, cancellation of public gathering, inability 

to spend time with friends and in community, drastic changes in plans and daily life, and the great 

unknown regarding how much longer dear Lord will this last and how devastating will it be. 

 

Nevertheless, these are the times when we need God the most and when God’s heart suffers for us with 

great love. Our Creed begins with these words: “I believe in God.” We do not say this lightly; rather, 

it is a profound confession of faith, gratitude and of hope. For if we believe in God then we must also 

trust in Christ’s promises, relying not on our own strength but on the Holy Spirit. So, in times of crisis, 

let us “hold unwavering to our confession that gives us hope, for he who made the promise is trustworthy” (Hebrews 10:23). God truly wants to 

journey with us through our darkest moments. 

 

We may have never seen a storm at sea, as told in the Gospel account of the “Calming of the Storm at Sea” (Mark 4:35-41) but we all know what it is 

like to face storms in our lives. All too often they come upon us unpredictably and we feel tossed in every direction by their complexity. Like the 

disciples, we may become panicked and afraid, tempted to think that Jesus does not care that we feel as though we are perishing. While we suffer and 

struggle, we wonder why He is silent. Is God listening? Why is this happening? Jesus, where are you? Yet as this Gospel passage shows us, Jesus not 

only cares, but He will also remain by our side and comfort us through the storm. A popular Christian song by Scott Krippayne says, “Some-times He 

calms the storm and other times He calms His child.” Jesus may not always fix the problem; He may not heal us from our illnesses or take away our 

physical pain, but He will strengthen us, comfort our hearts, and bring peace to our stricken souls. But we must do our part too. In the story, Jesus 

wished the disciples had greater faith in Him. Instead of fearing the storm, the disciples could have entered the stern and simply sat near Jesus. Then, 

in the chaos of the storm, they could have rested confidently in God’s peace. Similarly, when we face the storms of life, we should draw near to Jesus 

in confidence, for hope is “the anchor of the soul, sure and firm” (Hebrews 6:19). 

 

What an awesome blessing and reassurance! And there’s no better time than during this very special and meaningful season – Thanksgiving -  to grow 

in the virtue of hope. First of all, hope is a gift. We receive it when we are baptized into the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

 

Hope is then intensified by living a sacramental life. Receiving the Eucharist unites us with Christ, brings reconciliation, spiritual consolation, and 

friendship with God. Prayers of healing strengthens us against discouragement and anguish in the face of illness, loneliness, personal strife, or old 

age. 

 

Natural habits also encourage hope, like a good sense of humor, an confident outlook, and reminding ourselves, “This, too, shall pass.” Hope is 

strengthened through daily perseverance in life. 
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At the end of the day, hope is fostered and protected through a strong internal life based in faith. Faithful prayer and hope in God place us in the 

peaceful presence of Jesus when the rest of life feels like a storm. “My soul, be at rest in God alone, from whom comes my hope” (Psalm 62:6). 

 

At this time of the year, we welcome the Autumn Harvest with the celebration of the simple pleasure of sharing a meal with others whether they’re 

family or dear friends. To gather around a table and give thanks for the blessings of our lives is a gift beyond measure. As members of Fifth Ave. 

United Methodist Church, when we gather around the Communion table and give thanks for the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, we know that we are 

part of a large extended family. Our church family is blessed with strength and commitment and a diversity of spiritual gifts to share. Yet in the midst 

of sharing what we are thankful for, we also remember in prayer and through the sharing of our gifts, those who struggle to find enough food and 

comfort each day.  

 

Thanksgiving is a special time in the life of Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church and our community partners - we celebrate and re-commit ourselves 

to living out God’s generosity. We have much to be thankful for, the love of family and friends, having enough to share, and the ability to give to others 

because God gives so graciously to each of us. We can indeed give thanks for our many blessings, not always understanding the prospect of the future 

but being urged on by it. 

 

You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of this ministry not 

only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. 2 Corinthians 9:11-12 

 

November has been designated for Thanksgiving. But we are called to “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18 "In everything give thanks", is an act of firm and clear-eyed faith. Anyone can "give thanks" once a year. The thing 

that requires a well-grounded and active faith is the giving of thanks "in everything and at all times". That means giving thanks in sickness and in 

sorrow. It requires thanksgiving in pain and times of deep trouble. In short, it means that you are to be giving thanks no matter what is happening 

around you or in your life and every day of your life. It is that persistent and constant quality that makes a firm faith so essential. 

 

In a day and age where time is a precious commodity, please accept these humble words, “thank you” for taking time from your busy lives to help out 

and serve your church and community. Volunteering takes time and energy and commitment. Thank you for volunteering – you are profoundly 

appreciated and loved! 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always. Every morning, no matter what the day ahead might hold, God showers us with blessings. God is actively blessing humanity 

over and over – new grace and new mercy. So how can we have just one month or just one day of observing “thanksgiving”?  
 
 

THE GIFT OF SERVICE LEADS TO A LIFE OF LOVE. Mary White 
 
 

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO SERVED ON VETERANS DAY 
 

 

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 
At Fifth Ave. UMC, we make no apology 

for strong preaching, 
sound doctrine and devotion to the Trinity 
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CHURCH MEMBER 
SPOTLIGHT 

 

Mr. Dale and Ms. Rita Zarling 

Fifth Ave. UMC 

Lay Leader 
 

On behalf of Fifth Ave. UMC Accountable Leadership 
Board, we extend a heartfelt Christian welcome and 
appreciation to Mr. Dale Zarling, our new Fifth Ave. 
UMC Lay Leader.  
 

Sit back and enjoy a few features of Mr. Dale’s 
diverse and rewarding life story. 
 

“Dale was born in Milwaukee, the older of two boys, and 
attended Germantown High School. His lovely bride, 
Rita, was born and raised on a dairy farm near Richfield. 

She attended St. Hubert’s Catholic grade school and graduated from Hartford Union High School. Rita has an older sister and 
brother and one younger brother. 
 

Date and Rita were married October 11, 1980, after meeting at a mutual friend’s wedding two years earlier. Date was one of 
the attendants in their friend’s wedding party and Rita was the organist. It was an instant attraction and soon after they started 
dating. They settled in Slinger after their marriage. 
 

Dale worked multiple jobs developing new skills through the years. He started out as a dishwasher in a restaurant, took on 
lawn mowing jobs, and worked in the service department at a Firestone store. Later, he worked in the parts department, then 
in the warehouse at Bell Industries – a travel trailer dealership. Eventually he built up his own part-time refrigeration and air 
conditioning business, and served as a part-time janitor at Slinger High School. Dale served as a volunteer firefighter with the 
Slinger Fire Department for 20 years. In 1995, he received the Slinger Advancement Association Volunteer of the Year Award 
and was also named as an honorary lifetime member of the department. 
 

Dale also served as a lay minister for several local UCC churches and Cedar Community. He was president of St. John’s UCC 
Church and served on the church council for six years. He served as a Cedar Chaplain and in the Stephen Ministry. 
 

Rita is musically talented. She started taking organ lessons in fifth grade and by eighth grade, she played the organ at her 
church. She keeps busy on weekends – playing organ every Sunday at St. John’s UCC Church in Slinger, playing several times 
a month at Resurrection Catholic Church in Allenton, and playing as a substitute at St. Peter’s Church in Slinger when needed. 
Rite also participates in the Bells of Cedar Community (a handbell choir), and the Village Choir (a vocal choir). She also plays 
the piano for chapel services at Cedar Community’s independent living apartments. In her free time, Rite has made some 
beautiful hand stitching and small quilt projects. She also enjoys coloring as a quiet, calming hobby. Before Christmas every 
year, Rita would take a week of vacation – baking almost 3,000 Christmas cookies. She says that’s been their gift to family, 
friends, and neighbors and to the church bake sale. She is very organized with a logbook and charts keeping track of recipes, 
ingredients, amounts, totals, and deliveries to make. 
 

The Zarlings have two sons, David works for Apple, and Scott who will be entering the priesthood at St. Francis de Sales 
Seminary in Milwaukee this summer.” (Resident Profile – Rita & Dale Zarling; cedarcommunity.org; Summer 2021) 
 

Your willingness Mr. Dale to use your gifts and abilities will strengthened the mission and ministry of Fifth Ave. United 
methodist Church. You are an awesome and blessed example of servant-leadership and giving. Please accept the genuine 
thanks and appreciation of this church, its leaders and staff, and me. 
 

Mr. Dale & Ms. Rita, “We give thanks to our God for every remembrance of you, always praying with joy for both of you in 
all our prayers because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now” (Philippians 1:3-5). 

 

With Sincere Gratitude, 
 

Pastor Clarissa, Brother Martin & Fifth Ave. UMC Family & Friends 


