
The Lily Pad 
“I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.” Solomon 2:1 

GIVING MR. JOHN ABUYA HIS FLOWERS 
 

Let the word of the Anointed One richly inhabit your lives. With all wisdom 

teach, counsel, and instruct one another. Sing the psalms, compose hymns and 

songs inspired by the Spirit, and keep on singing—sing to God from hearts full 

and spilling over with thankfulness.  

Colossians 3:16 The Voice 

 
For years, Mr. John, you have helped bring the message and wisdom of Christ to our congregation. 
Through thoughtful planning, you have carried forth the Good News of each season through songs and 
anthems. Your musical talent has lifted the hearts of our people, inspired them to walk more closely with 
the Lord, and enhanced our weekly worship services. Thank you, Mr. John. You’re amazing! It’s hard to 
comprehend how many hours you have spent in your lifetime practicing, practicing, and practicing to 
bring the lovely gift of music, which is a precious, worthy, and costly treasure given to humanity by 
God…. Amen! 
 
After Mr. John Abuya fingers masterfully plays the concluding notes of the postlude, the 85-year-old 
classical organist on Sunday, October 31, 2021,  it will mark nearly 14 years to the day — November 1, 
2007 — that Mr. John played his first tunes as the Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church (FAUMC) organist 
in the historic sanctuary. 
 
Little did Mr. John realize how that inaugural performance would continue his seven decades of musical 
study, countless rehearsals, variety of performances, cherished friendships and treasured memories. 
 
As a young boy he was known to stay long stretches of time on both the piano and organ benches until 
perfection, or something close to it, was achieved. And remember, organists play their instrument with 
both hands and feet, all four working together in splendid coordination for the outflow of melody and 
harmony that brings our convictions of faith even deeper into our hearts and lives.  
 
“I never dreamed something like this would ever happen to me. The years just kept piling up,” Mr. John 
shared regarding his vocation as an organist. “A lot of times I thought surely they are going to tell me that 
I have to leave or retire or something. But nobody ever did. There’s no mandatory age but this seems like 
a good time after 14 years of serving FAUMC to retire.” 
 
John Abuya received his formal music education at the Wisconsin Conservatory of Music and                    
UW-Milwaukee, studying piano, organ, viola, and voice along with six years of private organ lessons 
with Gertrude Gates Stillman, faculty of UW-Milwaukee and the Wisconsin Conservatory of Music. 
 
A church organist and piano accompanist since age 12, John has performed as organ and piano 
accompanist in a wide range of concert venues in the Greater Milwaukee Area from Uihlein Hall and 
Vogel Recital Hall at the Performing Arts Center in Milwaukee to nursing homes. 
 
John also performed for 15 years as a piano duo with Charles Bramscher. 
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Mr. John conveys his heartfelt appreciation for former FAUMC organists who were “great mentors and 
friends,”. He gives thanks for their sensitive leadership and friendship. 
 
FAUMC admits to dreading Mr. John’s departure, not only because it’s hard to find a replacement, but 
chiefly because working “in the trenches of saving souls and making disciples” together for so long has 
created a strong bond of friendship and support for one another.  
 
There’s a lot of pressure in being in ministry, especially in these past months of a pandemic and hybrid 
worship. Mr. John was always the consummate professional who could always say something that made 
everybody relax and feel good about things. 
 
Mr. John Abuya is known for his consistency, discipline and planning skills as well as his ability to 
prepare.  
 
Rarely do you find a talented person that is so willing to do anything and everything asked of them.         
Mr. John has faithfully given many years of service to the chancel choir, hand bell choir, special musicals, 
recitals, and the Church. He is that rare talent.  
 
Mr. John is a wonderful person. He’s just loving and giving; he is a really, really wonderful man. He’s 
served alongside FAUMC for 14 years. That says a very great deal. 
 
Fifth Ave. Family & Friends, and especially our Youth will miss being around Mr. John. He’s a delight to 
work with. 
 
Retirement offers Mr. John more time with his family, especially his great-grandson. 
 
He will miss the “wonderful people” he has associated with throughout his lustrous career. Mr. John will 
miss a lot of memorable experiences, including the humorous times and “tremendous spiritual highs.” 
 
“I cannot imagine a job with a better payoff of more highs and fewer lows. It’s just been a fabulous 
experience,” Mr. John shared. “I’ve had more than most. What more could I have asked for? Fourteen 
years with FAUMC and a seventy-three years vocation as a classical organist - I can hardly believe it.” 
 
Thank you, Mr. John: 
 
• Thank you for playing for us each week. I enjoy your music. 
• Your playing inspires me to sing. Thank You. 
• I appreciate how well you can play the pipe organ. Your talent amazes me each week! 
• I look forward to the hymns every Sunday when you are at the organ. You are a master! 
• Your voice is wonderful. Thank you for blessing us at Samaritan House. 
 
Martin Luther’s most famous quote on music is this, “Next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest 
praise. The gift of language combined with the gift of song was given to man that he should proclaim the 
Word of God through Music.” 
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And so, we humbly say “Thank You Mr. John Abuya”! Bless you. We hold you in high esteem. You will 
truly be missed!  

You’ve had such a long and successful career. Well, done! Enjoy your retirement. 
 

From a grateful congregation and community! 
 

In ministry together, 
 

PASTOR CLARISSA & BROTHER MARTIN 

 

 

Please join the Fifth Ave. United Methodsit Church and the 

West Bend Community as we give  

Mr. John Abuya – “His Flowers” 

We will clebrate his retirement and joyfully  

send him forth to his next glorious adventure! 

31 October 2021 @ 9:30 a.m. 

Come Celebrate with Us! 
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CHURCH MEMBER 
SPOTLIGHT 

 

 

Hello Church Family!  

 

I am Mrs. Jennifer (Jen) Peters, a member of FAUMC and a 

newly licensed Realtor.  

 

I never imagined myself holding such a prestigious position 

in the workforce.  

 

However, it is a journey God certainly continues to help me navigate and He has empowered me with the knowledge 

and strength to develop into a hardworking and ethical Realtor.  

 

I’m grateful to God, my husband, Eric, my family, and you, my beloved Fifth Ave. Family & Friends, for your 

affection, encouragement, and prayers that have supported and helped me get this far in my new profession.  

 

I provide realtor services in alignment with my Christian beliefs, coupled with my committed service to my 

community as a Licensed Wisconsin Realtor.  

 

Question. Have you ever wondered what is the present value of your home? This is important information you should 

have in today’s housing market. As a Licensed Wisconsin Realtor, I can provide you with this data. 

 

I would like to offer you a CMA. “What is a CMA?’ Thanks for asking! CMA stands for Comparative Market 

Analysis. It is an effective tool that Real Estate Agents use to estimate the value of property/home by evaluating 

similar ones that have recently sold in your area. 

 

If this is something I can help you with, please reach out….I’d be delighted to create one, especially for you.  

 

If you are planning to sell or buy a home, I would enjoy being your agent! Utilizing my knowledge of smart marketing 

and strong sales negotiations, I will committedly invest my skills and time to make this big bold move, both 

physically and emotionally, a positive one as you move into the next chapter of your life.  

 

Before I end, I just want to thank you for taking the time to read this and I hope you had a wonderful summer! 

 

God Bless! 

 

 
 


