
The Lily Pad 
“I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys.” Solomon 2:1 

EMBRACING GOD’S PLAN FOR 
INVITING PEOPLE BACK TO CHURCH 

 

“Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, ‘Do not imagine that you in the 

king’s palace can escape any more than all the Jews. For if you remain silent at 

this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place and 

you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether you have not 

attained royalty for such a time as this?” Esther 4:13-14 
 

“For such a time as this.” 
 
Warm Greetings in Christ! 
 
Once again, we are coming to the close of another Summer. For many, it seems the summer days go by way too fast and 
for a few others, these days simply signify another season just around the corner… football season!  
(How about them COWBOYS!!!!) 
 
Actually, during this - we’re still in a pandemic, get ready for flu season, hurry Christmas don’t be late - month of 
September, many are excitedly returning to their schoolhouses and workplaces. It’s also a critical time for people to look 
to returning to church once again or seeking a church for inspiration, hope and fellowship. 
 
Fifth Avenue United Methodist Church (UMC), there has never been a more essential “time such as this” when the 
church is to gather for a unified and cohesive effort to invite people not only back to church, the building, but especially 
the church, God’s people. The “time such as this” is crucial as we are to welcome the lost, lonely and hurting to a loving 
and caring relationship with God.  
 

"I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked."  Psalm 84:10 
 
Standing  and greeting the weary people of God at the entrance to God's house, the doorkeeper is a reassuring reminder 
that communion with God is free and available to all who seek the love and forgiveness of a merciful God.  
 
Many church doors have been closed since last spring for the sake of our communities. Since then, church re-openings 
have been staggered as people continue to be unsure of gathering together again.  
 
Siblings of Christ, let’s be light and salt to God’s people, “for a time such as this.” As we fling open wide the doors of 
the church, let us throw open the doors of our heart and be Christ-like in our radical invitation: 

 
We will: 

“Do all the good you can, 
By all the means you can, 
In all the ways you can, 
In all the places you can, 
At all the times you can, 

To all the people you can, 
As long as ever you can.”  

To be the ears, heart, hands and feet of Christ 
 as we make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

John Wesley/UMC Book of Discipline 
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Yes, our radical invitation to come back to church should be considered vital “at a time such as this.” We have so many 
people who need a personal touch, so many children and youth who need encouragement and support. A world that that 
needs grace and healing. We are called for “a time such as this” to put the balm on the hurts and totally love one another. 
 
There’s a time and a season for everything and God’s not asking you individually to be the only one in the church to 
extend an invitation to come to church. But, people of God, we need to think radically about our priorities and what’s 
keeping us from exercising the things that Scripture tells us clearly we need to be exercising to bring people to Christ for 
a “time such as this.” 
 
When we read Esther’s princess story, (read the book of Esther), we may be tempted to look at our own lives in 
comparison. Who wouldn’t be inspired by her bravery and obedience in the face of danger? And being moved to the 
front-of-the-line among the would-be queens? Amazing!  
 
But as I live each day, I realize that life’s a little less princess-like and a lot more hardships than I expected. Reality hits 
hard and my “for such a time as this” dreams begin to fade. I’m tempted to question. Will my “for such a time as this” 
moment ever come? Does God have a special plan for me? For Fithe Avenue UMC? For the community of West Bend? 
 
But maybe I, we, us, have the purpose of those words all wrong. Maybe “for such a time as this” has a more profound 
meaning for us all.  
 
Esther followed God’s direction. Patiently waiting for the right moment, God opened the King’s heart to her plight 
which resulted in his favor bestowed upon Esther, Mordecai, and the Jewish people. Whatever our circumstances, we 
can wake up each day knowing our “for such a time as this” is right now—right here. We can trust the King of kings to 
guide us as we say “yes” in obedience. When we do, we will discover that even in the midst of our everyday life, our 
hardships, and everything in between, God has a plan.  
 
Though few of us will ever be in such a position as Esther’s, each believer has an essential role to play in the ongoing 
plan of God. We can trust Him as we live out our “for such a time as this” each moment of each day, right where we 
are. 
 
God’s people of Fifth Avenue UMC, start seeing yourself as handpicked by God—valued, loved, created with purpose—
this will instill an attitude of gratitude. A desire to say “yes” to serving God and God’s people. Yes, to being committed 
laborers in the Kin-dom of God. And when it does, your life be forever changed. 
 
Remember children of God, Jesus didn’t wait on people, He went to the people and went to the people — to go to the 
people and tell them to return to God. This is our command as well – go to the people and bring them to God. 
 
Consider, most people’s first move toward going back to church isn’t a faith step, it’s a selfish one - people miss the 
connection. Many people start asking the question of what’s missing in my life, how can I gain this connection. What 
opportunities are there for us as a church? We have the only thing that can fill people’s lives, and that’s God. There’s a 
God-sized hole in people’s lives - and we, Fifth Avenue UMC, are open, available, inviting, caring, loving, and welcoming 
to not just fill this hole, but with power of the Holy Spirit, we will pack this hole with the salvation of JESUS CHRIST!!  
 

It begins with a simple invitation! A caring personal touch - “Come go to MY church with me!” Amen!! 
 

In ministry together, 
 

PASTOR CLARISSA & BROTHER MARTIN 


