
FIFTH AVE. UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
323 South 5th Ave. West Bend WI 53095 

Second Sunday After The Epiphany Sunday  
 January 15, 2023 

OPENING THE DOOR TO 
THE NEW YEAR! 

 
It has been two weeks of this new year 
and Jesus has still placed Himself at the 
entranceway, banging against it in the 
hopes someone will hear and let Him 
come inside. 
 

Jesus knocks with an invitation. He says 
that if anyone hears His voice and opens 
the door, He will come in and eat with 
that person, and they with Him. The 
concept of eating, of sharing a meal, was 
a very intimate occurrence. In the culture 
of that time, eating together was an act 

of deep fellowship and friendship. It’s the establishment and fullness of a 
relationship. 
 

If we open the door, He’ll meet us in relationship, and we’ll be part  
of His forever family. 

 
Kelly Louk, Liturgist 

Dave Bertelsen, Singer 
Rev. Clarissa L. Martinelli, Senior, Pastor  

 
JOIN US IN PERSON OR ONLINE 

Sundays, 9:30 A.M.  
WELCOME TO FIFTH AVE. UMC 

Whether you’re just beginning to explore your faith or have been following Christ for years, 
you and your whole family can belong at Fifth Ave. UMC 

 
*Note: L: denotes worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 

 
 



 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      
 
PRELUDE:     “Be Thou My Vision”  Arr. Lani Smith         Deanna Gibeau, Organist               
 

~WELCOME~ 
 
GREETING: Welcome. We gather to worship the God who inhabits our world and indwells our 
lives. We need not look up to find God, we need only look around: within ourselves, beyond ourselves, 
into the eyes of another. We need not listen for a distant thunder to find God, we need only listen to 
the music of life, the words of children, the questions of the curious, the rhythm of a heartbeat. Yes, 
we cheerfully, expectantly come on this Sunday to worship the God who inhabits our world and who 
indwells our lives. 
 

Pastor Clarissa: 847-721-1826; Ms. Ellen Johnson: 262-339-7673; 
Email - pastor@faumc.org 

 
~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    

 
HYMN:                           “Jesus Loves Me” vs. #1                                      UMH 191 
 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~                      
 
CENTERING MUSIC:              “For One Great Peace”        Murray and Strathee                 
 
*CALLED TO WORSHIP: (Responsively)   
 
L: We have come this day to learn about what God expects of us. 
P: Sometimes we really don’t want to know what God wants. We are afraid to make the 
commitments God seeks. 
L: God is persistent. God will not let us off the hook so easily. 
P: But we have failed so many times in the past. How can we possibly serve now? 
L: Open your hearts to receive forgiveness and healing. Listen to God. Be ready to work with God 
for hope, peace, justice and love. 
P: Loving God, I know that you are always there. You’ve been there from the beginning, 
waiting for me. Your word promises that you stand at the door and knock. Today I want to 
open the door and open my heart to your knock. I invite you in. 
Be with us, Lord. Help us to turn around, to see you, to serve you, to witness to your 
unconditional Love. Amen. 
 
*PRAYING IN COMMUNITY: (Unison) 
 
All: Lord, I have heard you knocking at the door of my life. I am opening this door, and I 
welcome you in. Come in and make your residence within me. Do your wonderful work in my 
soul. Cast out the things that do not belong, and set in place the things that do. Let your 
presence bring peace to my troubled soul. Give me the confidence of knowing that now 
nothing, no, nothing will ever separate me from you. Amen. 
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*ASSURANCE OF PARDON: 
 
L: For by the blood of Christ we are set free, that is, our sins are forgiven. How great is the grace of 
God, which he gave to us in such large measure. Amen. (Ephesians 1:7-8) 
 
*HYMN:                            “Just as I Am, Without One Plea”                            UMH 357 
                 

~WE PROCLAIM~                      
 

Revelation 3:20 ~ The Message (Unison) 
 

“Look at me. I stand at the door. I knock. If you hear me call and open the door, I’ll come 
right in and sit down to supper with you. Conquerors will sit alongside me at the head table, 
just as I, having conquered, took the place of honor at the side of my Father. That’s my gift 
to the conquerors! 
 

L: The Word of God for the people of God.         P: Praise to the Living Word. 
 
CHANCEL CHOIR                    “You Are Welcome Here”                         Marty Parks 
                                                         Dave Bertelsen, Director         
 
SERMON:         “OPENING THE DOOR TO THE NEW YEAR!”          Pastor Clarissa  
 
 
 

    ~A HUMAN RELATIONS/MLK COMMEMORATION COMMUNION~                      
 
Pastor: In all cultures, meals are a time of fellowship. Thus, for the Lord Jesus to tell this church that He wishes 
to dine with them is a call to fellowship with Him. Fellowship with God is only possible if we are honest and 
open with Him (1 John 1:9). These believers thought they were doing well spiritually (“Because you say, ‘I am 
rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing…” verse 17). In reality, they were out of fellowship with 
God and thus needed to repent to get right with God. 
 
Liturgist: Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live 
in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

People: Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to 
be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against 
your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, 
we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Liturgist: Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God's love toward us. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen. 

Liturgist: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also, with you. 



Liturgist: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Liturgist: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your 
name and join this unending hymn: 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, Hosanna In the highest. 

Pastor: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and 
resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from enslavement to sin and death, and made with us 
a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it 
to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Drink from 
this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery 
of faith. 

People: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Pastor: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for 
us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ 
comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty 
Father, now and forever. Amen 

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING: (Unison)  God of grace, You renew us at your table with the bread 
of life. May this food strengthen us in love,” And help us to choose relationship instead of war, social 
good instead of personal gain, faith instead of anxiety, accountability instead of intolerance, 
both/and instead of either/or, difficult conversations and professional risk, instead of 
accommodation and silent complicity. We ask this in the name of Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~ 
 

L: Lord in your mercy,                                       All: hear our prayer. 
 

Human Relations Day in 
Commemoration of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration 

Pastor: We turn to you often, O God, as we seek through prayer to find the meaning of life. Sometimes it’s a 
fervent prayer in the midst of serious mediation, but more often it’s a fleeting prayer on the run. We pray for 
patience when there are too many things to be done. We pray that you will awaken us to hear the cries of the 
poor, the homeless, the broken-hearted. Help us to redirect more of our resources to clothe the naked and feed 



the hungry. Mold us, O God, and open our hearts and minds to be willing vessels of your spirit. We pledge 
ourselves now to pursue relentlessly that living, breathing justice which transforms persons and peoples. To 
your will for justice, we recommit ourselves and pledge ourselves, our funds, our actions. With this renewed 
call to service, we joyfully pray the prayer Jesus taught his Disciples: 
 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR TITHES, GIFTS, & OURSELVES~ 
 

DOXOLOGY:         “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”           UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise 
the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
 

All: Great God of Heaven and Earth, you call us to leave behind our preoccupations and to 
follow you into the future.  Sometimes we find your call challenging.  We are comfortable, 
maybe even complacent, in our present.  May this act of giving be a gesture of our willingness 
to follow where you lead.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen.  
 

*CLOSING HYMN:    “Oh, I Know the Lord’s Laid His Hands On Me”   TFWS 2139 
 

~SENDING FORTH/BENEDICTION~                      
 
L: May God make your year a happy one! 
Not by shielding us from all sorrows and pain, 
But by strengthening us to bear it, as it comes; 
Not by making our path easy, 
But by making us sturdy to travel any path; 
Not by taking hardships from us, 
But by taking fear from our heart; 
Not by granting us unbroken sunshine, 
But by keeping our face bright, even in the shadows; 
Not by making our life always pleasant, 
But by showing us when people and their causes need us most, 
and by making us anxious to be there to help. 
God's love, peace, hope and joy to us for the year ahead. 
 
Pastor: When Elijah fled to Horeb after his confrontation with the 450 prophets of Baal, he 
complained to God that he alone was the only faithful prophet yet living (1 Kings 19:14). God 
responded that there were thousands of faithful people remaining in Israel. As we contemplate the 
empty place that Martin Luther King, Jr.'s death has created, we are forced to consider that the next 
great prophets may already be in our midst. Today's sending forth comes in the form of a question: Is 
it you? Is it you? Is it you? 
*POSTLUDE                           “Fantasia on Old Hundredth”                 Roger C. Wilson    
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