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We are an Easter people and 
Alleluia is our hymn of 
praise!”  
 
With the Resurrection of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ from the 
dead and after keeping the 
discipline of Lent of intense 
prayer, active good works of 
charity and the doing of 
sincere penance, this great 
proclamation is ours! 
 
“Easter people,” is simply this: 
their faith in Jesus Crucified 
and Risen must be lived by 
imitating Him in daily life by 
the way they spoke, thought 
and acted. Anything else was a 
betrayal of Jesus and their 
faith. It was true then and is 
just as true today and will 

always be true.  
   

 Carol Flanders, Liturgist 
  Dave Bertelsen, Singer 

Rev. Clarissa L. Martinelli, Senior Pastor  
 
 
 

“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life's Journey, You're Welcome Here” 
*Note: L: denotes Worship Leader ~ P: denotes People 



 
 

 

~GATHERING GOD’S PEOPLE~                      
 
PRELUDE:   “Hosanna Loud Hosanna” by William H. Monk         Vicki Roth, Pianist 
 

~COME, LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER~   
 
*HYMN.                               “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”                            UMH 302 
 
*CALLED TO WORSHIP:  
 
L: Do not stand at the tomb and weep. Christ is risen! 
P: Do not let your hearts be in morning: Christ is risen!  
L: Run to tell others the great good news: Christ is risen!  
P: Believe the good news Christ is risen! HALLELUJAH! 
 
Pastor: Today we find ourselves in a world where the inevitable, the always is no longer seems sure. 
Every aspect of daily life is still being disrupted, and we wonder how it will be for the good. But then 
again, today, we celebrate the biggest disrupter of all: Jesus’ resurrection from the dead—and we call 
that good! So now we wonder what is made possible because of the resurrection: what walls will be 
broken and what darkness will be destroyed? At Easter, death is shown for what it is: the possibility 
for love to come again. Let us worship believing the good news that Christ is risen! 
 

Pastor Clarissa: 847-721-1826; Ms. Ellen Johnson: 262-339-7673 
Email rev.cmartinelli6@gmail.com 

 
 

~5th AVE. JUNCTION - WHERE FAITH AND FAMILY COME TOGETHER~                    
 
HYMN:                                  “Jesus Loves Me” vs. #1                                         UMH 191 
 
CENTERING MUSIC:    “How Majestic Is Your Name”                   Michael W. Smith             
 
Many: This is Easter morning: dry your tears and shout for joy! Jesus is not dead. He is 
Alive! God has conquered death and Jesus has canceled sin. This is, indeed, a new day! 
Leap for joy!  
 
 
 
INVOCATION FOR EASTER SUNDAY 
 
L: Dear God, this past week has been one of mixed emotions; of faith struggling to understand. We 
have greeted you with palm branches; we have sat at table with you to share a farewell meal. We have 
witnessed your death on a simple wooden cross. Yet on the third day, you come to us again in victory. 
By this we know that death is not the final word. As the sun boldly rises to meet a new day, rise in our 
lives this Easter morning, for you are our hope, our life, and our joy. 
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*HYMN.                           “Easter People, Raise Your Voices”                            UMH 304 
 
*MORNING PRAYER: (RESPONSIVELY) 
 
L: Almighty and wondrous God, on this day of new beginnings, we offer our songs to proclaim 
your victory over death. All that you have done is marvelous in our eyes, and so we offer our praise 
to your holy and powerful Name. Receive the joyful thanksgiving which we offer to you and bless 
it as a declaration of your worthiness to be worshipped. 
 
P: Death is seen as our enemy, and we know that death was brought into the world because 
of our sin. Yet, as you overcame death in the resurrection of Jesus from the grave, so too will 
you overcome our sinful ways. You have punished us but have not given us over to our 
adversary. In your gracious love you have offered your Son in our place and by his death we 
are spared. As you have spared us from the death of Adam, so also make us alive in Christ 
that we may serve you with joy. 
 
L: Your message of redemption is given to all the world. Anoint us to preach to the people in 
every place that death is conquered and Jesus Christ is Lord of all. 
 
P: Enter into the tombs of our lives and empty them out. Touch by your grace, everyone who 
suffers affliction of the body and raise them up. Visit the people whose minds are in disarray 
and bring them a clear perception of the world which you have redeemed. Walk with those 
who travel the road of death from this life and carry them over the threshold into the eternal 
life won for us. Proclaim joy to those who mourn and be present to those who are alone. 
 
L: This is the day that you have made; we rejoice in it and are glad to be yours. Receive what we 
ask and grant it in your mercy for the sake of him who is the first fruit, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

   
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION. 
 
L: Holy, Holy, Holy God, as we draw near to the mouth of the tomb and find the stone rolled away, 
as we bend with racing hearts to look inside, we are struck dumb. All our words are as prattle before 
the awe and majesty of your power. In silence, we bow before you, for we have fallen short of the 
glory for which you created us. 
 
~Silent confession~ 
 
People: Lord, have mercy upon us, and make us worthy to be called your own. 
 
L: This is the good news:  God raised Jesus from death, turning sorrow into joy and despair into hope. 
Hallelujah! 
 
*HYMN:                                              “In the Garden”                                        UMH 314 
 
 



~WE PROCLAIM~                      
 

Scripture Readings: Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 
Colossians 3:1-4; Matthew 28:1-10 

 

Liturgist: How early it is! The sky is changing from deep darkness to the faded blue-gray of morning 
light. Now is her time to go to the tomb--in the dimness of early morning light, before the others 
awake--just to be there, near his tomb just one more time. And she runs to the place where he is 
buried, but the stone is rolled away. How can this be? This stone takes a number of strong workmen 
to put in place. It was guarded. But now no one is there and the stone is rolled away. She is frightened 
and runs back to tell Peter and the other disciples: “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 
we do not know where they have laid him.” Peter and John run to the tomb. John reached the tomb 
first and looked in, and he did not see the body in the tomb; Peter went into the tomb and said that 
the body definitely was not there. He saw the linen wrappings lying there and the cloth that had been 
on Jesus’ head, but it wasn’t lying with the other linen wrappings; it was rolled up in a place by itself. 
John entered the tomb and was overwhelmed by the disappearance of Jesus. So they left the tomb 
and went back to their place of hiding.  
 
Pastor: But Mary stayed, stunned and fearful. As she wept, she bent over and looked in the tomb, and 
there she saw two angels in white, one at the place where Jesus’ head had lain, and other at the place 
where the feet had been. “Woman, why are you weeping?” they asked her. “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him,” she responded. She turned around and saw 
someone whom she supposed to be the gardener, the one who attends to the burial sites. She did not 
know it was Jesus. “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” She was astonished 
at his words and through her tears implored him to tell him where the body had been taken. “Where 
has he been taken? If you tell me, I will go and take him away.” And then she heard it, the sound that 
would ring in her ears and in her heart for the rest of her life: “Mary!” he said her name. “Mary!” and 
in an instant, she knew who he was. “Teacher,” she cried and fell to her knees in front of him, seeking 
to embrace him. “Mary, do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go 
to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.'” And with tears of joy, Mary ran from the place and went to the disciples, announcing, “I have 
seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 

L: The Word of God for the people of God.         P: Praise to the Living Word. 
 
CHANCEL CHOIR.   “Christ Is Arisen” by  Handel              Dave Bertelsen, Director              
   
SERMON:                        “Easter People”                                                   Pastor Clarissa 
  
 

~WILDERNESS SUNDAY COMMUNION LITURGY~ 
 
L: Christ is risen!  
P: He is risen indeed! 
L: Lift up your hearts.  
P: We lift them up to the Lord.  
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 



L: Holy Mystery that is Wholly Love, you are beyond complete knowledge, above perfect description. 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; Source of Life, Living Word, and Bond of Love, you are creative and 
self-giving, generously moving in all the near and distant corners of the universe. Nothing exists that 
does not find its source in you. 
 
Through fear-filled days and aching nights when the powers of death have done their worst, 
your love has never deserted us.  Even when we turn away from you, you are with us; your presence 
never fails us, your gifts of hope and new life transform us. 
 
We praise you for Jesus Christ, risen to life, eternal as your love.  With the women at the tomb,  
we raise the strain of gladness.  Hallelujah! Life is stronger than death! The day of resurrection has 
come, scattering fear and gloom. And so, we rejoice with all your people of every time and place, and 
with angels and archangels, to proclaim the glory of your name: 
 
All: Your name we bless, O risen Lord, and sing today with one accord the life laid down, the 
life restored. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Pastor: It is Jesus, God incarnate, the Risen Christ, who joins us together as a community of broken 
but hopeful believers: loving what he loved living what he taught, and striving to be his faithful 
servants in our time and place. In this meal we remember Jesus, his promises, and the price he paid 
for who he was, what he said, and what he did. 
 
On the night before Jesus died, he took a loaf of bread, gave thanks, broke it, and said, “Take and eat, 
whenever you do this, remember me.” After supper, Jesus took the cup, and poured, saying, “This is 
the new covenant, remember me.” 
 
We do remember. We remember his life of love, his friendship, his teaching, his dying, and his rising 
to life again. In sharing this meal, we live out the mystery of our faith: 
 
All: Your death, O Christ, we proclaim. Your resurrection we affirm with joy. Your coming we 
await with hope. Glory be to you, Lord Jesus. Alleluia! 
 
Holy Mystery, God the Spirit, we call on you to transform these familiar things, as you continually 
transform the world around us. Bless this bread and this cup, the wheat and the grape, the farmer and 
the harvest, the seed and the Sower. So that in the sharing of these simple elements in community, we 
may taste and see your goodness. Through Christ, in Christ, and with Christ, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, all glory is yours, God most holy, now and forever.  

Breaking the Bread, Pouring the Cup  
 
The body of Christ,  
the bread of life. 
The lifeblood of Christ,  
the cup of blessing. 
The gifts of God for the people of God, 
Thanks be to God! 

Sharing the Meal  



Prayer after Communion 
 
All: Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life. We are fed by your love; we are strengthened by 
your life. We are sent forth into this world to live your way and share your joy. We are now 
commissioned to: feed as we have been fed, forgive as we have been forgiven, love as we have 
been loved. Thanks be to God.  Amen.   
 

~PRAYERS & CONCERNS OF THE PEOPLE~  
 

Pastor: Come Lord Jesus,                 People: and hear our prayer. 
 

~INVITATION TO SHARING OUR TITHES, GIFTS & OURSELVES~ 
 
*DOXOLOGY:             “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                 UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise 
the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison) 
 

All: Mighty God of Resurrection Power: You offer us life that overcomes death, light that 
overcomes darkness, hope that overcomes our deepest despair! What response could we offer? 
Our tithes and gifts, yes; but our minds, hearts, bodies, and witness as well. May our minds 
be about understanding who you are and who you long for us to be in this world. May our 
hearts overflow with your love and compassion for the poor, the oppressed, and the forgotten. 
May our bodies carry us out of the tombs of isolation to engage our neighbors as sisters and 
brothers. May our witness be the “Alleluias!” we take with us to bring hope to everyone we 
meet! In the Risen Christ, we pray. Amen. (John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12) 
 
*CLOSING HYMN:                  “Up from the Grave He Arose”                        UMH 322 
 

~*CHARGE & BENEDICTION~                      
L: Congregation of Jesus Christ, since the Lord has blessed us with his Word and Holy Supper, let us 
praise his name with thanksgiving. 
 
All: Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord! 
 
Pastor: Now the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good 
work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, our 
risen Lord! Alleluia, Alleluia! Glory to the Three-in-One: To the Father, and the Savior, who the 
victory has won; glory to the Holy Spirit, fount of love and sanctity; alleluia, alleluia to the triune 
Majesty! 
 
*POSTLUDE:                  “Agnus Dei”  Michael W. Smith     
Bulletins are given by Don & Joyce Walters in celebration of the birthday of their great 
granddaughter, Madison Joyce Vollmar.     
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