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 The Context Of Revelation 3:20: 
 “I stand at the door and knock”  

 
DEVOTIONALS : 15 - 21 JANUARY 2023 

 
“Now pay attention; I am standing at the door and knocking. If any of you hear My voice and 
open the door, then I will come in to visit with you and to share a meal at your table, and you 

will be with Me.” Revelation 3:20 
 

Jesus is knocking at the door of your heart. 
Will you open the door to Him? What is your spiritual temperature? Are you full of passion 
with a yearning desire to spend time renewing your mind through reading the Bible and 
listening prayer? Do you long to practice the presence of God throughout your day?  
 

Many of us are familiar, I dare say, with the devoutly imaginative rendering of the first part of these wonderful words, 
which we owe to the genius of a living painter. In it we see the fast shut door, with rusted hinges, all overgrown with 
rank, poisonous weeds, which tell how long it has been closed. There stands, amid the night dews and the darkness, the 
patient Son of man, one hand laid on the door, the other bearing a light, which may perchance flash through some of its 
chinks. In His face are love repelled, and pity all but wasted; in the touch of His hand are gentleness and authority. 
 
This verse pictures Jesus standing outside the church at Laodicea and knocking at its door to be welcomed and admitted 
into the church. He does not force himself upon the church, but patiently waits to be invited in. Luke 24:28–32 relates 
that Jesus and two of His followers were walking to Emmaus, where the two lived. When they reached Emmaus that 
evening, Jesus acted as if He were going further, but the two followers of Jesus urged Him to stay with them. Having 
received their invitation, Jesus entered their home. If the church at Laodicea had invited Jesus to enter, undoubtedly, He 
would have entered the church, but the church did not invite Him in. So Jesus looked for an invitation from any 
responsive individual. He promised to fellowship with whoever would hear His voice and open the door. 
 
Although this verse is often used as an invitation to an unbeliever to receive Jesus as Savior, it applies directly to any 
church that is apathetic like the Laodicean church. Jesus is not unwilling to restore them to a better state, but they need 
to demonstrate their willingness to obey God. 
 
Revelation 3:20 paints an enduring image of what it’s like when Christ comes to our hearts. Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, then I will enter his house and dine with him, and he with me. 
These words form the basis for the beginning of Mother Teresa’s “I Thirst” meditation, in which Christ confirms His 
yearning for the soul. 
 
In the scene depicted in Revelation, it is significant that the door is closed, as one nineteenth century commentator notes. 
The door leads to our heart. The closed door does not deter Christ coming to us, but He does ask for our permission 
before entering. Here is how the commentator imagines the scene: 
 
We see the fast shut door, with rusted hinges, all overgrown with rank, poisonous weeds, which tell how long it has been 
closed. There stands, amid the night dews and the darkness, the patient Son of man, one hand laid on the door, the other 
bearing a light, which may perchance flash through some of its chinks. In His face are love repelled, and pity all but 
wasted; in the touch of His hand are gentleness and authority. 
 
Christ knocks and speaks. Another commentary identifies the knocks with the hardships of life. Rather than withdraw 
into ourselves, Christ speaks, calling us to openness towards Him. Note that in this instance it matters less what He says 
than that His voice is heard. We only need to respond to the reality of the Word Incarnate’s presence. His voice is enough 
to awaken our hearts (see John 10:27). 
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Here we see an intriguing reversal of what Jesus says in the gospels. There, he tells us that if we ask, we will receive. He 
uses the analogy of a closed door: knock and it will be opened He says (see Luke 11:9). In Revelation, Christ is telling 
us that it is He who first comes seeking us. It is He who first comes knocking on our door. 
 
What Christ is seeking is intimate communion with us. This becomes apparent when we see the link between this passage 
and the Song of Songs. Read Song of Songs 5:2-6. 
 
Here the story has a tragic ending. In reading this, we surely do not want to become like the tardy bride, slow to answer 
the door. The suffering His absence causes will “purify her completely,” thus preparing her for “true love and union” 
(The Cantata of Love, 251). Perhaps we could expand upon this insight: in withdrawing His presence Christ stirs us to 
yearn for Him ever more. He wants us to experience the kind of intense longing that only arises when searching for 
something or Someone who is loved but gone. 
 
St. Gregory the Great says the delay gives the bride a “renewed ardor” and increases her “capacity for God.” “God, by 
making us wait, stretches desire,” adds St. Augustine. Again, St. Gregory of Nyssa sees a similar dynamic: “God wants 
the delay in pleasure to set afire the desire” (as cited in The Cantata of Love, 252). 
 
It is interesting that the bride’s hands are immersed in myrrh. In the gospels, this symbolizes Jesus’ suffering and death. 
Myrrh was among the three gifts from the wise men and it was mixed with wine and offered to Him on the cross. Later 
in the chapter in Song of Songs, the bride becomes wounded by the watchmen of the city. Our initial encounter with 
Christ opens our hearts to Him, but then leads to pain as we are not able to fully enjoy His presence, causing us to 
become wounded, as St. John of the Cross writes. 
 
In the Song of Songs, the bride does reunite with the bridegroom. In her meditation, Mother Teresa offers us assurance 
that Christ will again come knocking for us too: 
 
I want you to know that each time you invite Me, I do come always, without fail. Silent and invisible I come, yet with a 
power and a love most infinite, bringing the many gifts of My Spirit. I come with My mercy, with My desire to forgive 
and heal you, with a love for you that goes beyond your comprehension. 
 
Precious Lord, your redemptive plan of salvation for us has opened the gates of heaven, and Jesus our Savior, 
has established a pathway through which we walk in the light and guidance of your Holy Spirit, in Christian 
unity and loving fellowship, by the establishment of his Church . Jesus, as the Head of the Church, urges us to 
repent and increase in faith before the night of judgment falls and it is too late. Amen. 
 
Study Questions for Revelation 3:14-22:  
 

• Why was it important for the church of Laodicea to know that Jesus knows their works? 
• What are Jesus’ criticism toward this church? 
• Why do you think He doesn’t offer any encouragement or commendation at all? 
• Do you think they are real believers or not? Why? 
• What does He mean that they are lukewarm and neither cold nor hot? 
• What was their true spiritual condition? 
• What important principles can you learn from Jesus’ criticism? 
• What application can you make? 

Stewardship for the Whole Congregation 
People in our congregation are in different places financially. We are working towards ensuring our 
stewardship ministry disciple all. “But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. 
They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat 
comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” Jeremiah 
17:7-8 
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People find themselves in different places financially. We have folks who are stressed 
out, struggling to meet their monthly bills, and wondering how they’re going to get 
through the month. We also have others who are making it from month to month but 
are in unrealized danger because they’re not being intentional enough with their money.  
And we have those who are blessed with relatively abundant resources but aren’t 
maximizing the impact of their situation for making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world... 
 
God calls all of us to Biblical standards of stewardship. But exactly what that looks like 
differs in different circumstances. Jesus told the rich young man to sell everything and 
give to the poor, then come and follow him; but he made no such request of Zacchaeus, 
who nonetheless demonstrated Biblical stewardship in his own way (compare Matthew 
19:16-22 with Luke 19:1-9). 
 
Stewardship means being faithful with God’s resources in whatever situation we’re in.  
We can be faithful stewards (or not) in the midst of debt. We can be faithful stewards 
(or not) in the midst of plenty. Faithfulness in stewardship is not so much about where we are financially, but more about 
being obedient with God’s resources in that situation. 
 

WITH GRATEFUL HEARTS…Please return your pledge card by Jan. 31, 2023 
 

PRAYER & CONCERNS  
 

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU TODAY? 
 

• Words cannot begin to express the heartfelt sadness and grief we are experiencing for the passing of our beloved 
Ms. Beverly “Bev” June Vogel. We will celebrate her life and her legacy of love and friendship on Saturday, 
January 14, 2023 at 12:30, Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church. Visitation will be from 10:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
To the Family: our hearts go out to you at this difficult time. Always be assured that know have our full support, 
prayers and love. May you find peace, comfort, and all the love you need in the days to come. Amen. 

• The theme of our Fall Stewardship was “Earn, Save, Give” as we passionately prayed for God to bless us 
indeed, and enlarge our territory! We believe our church will demonstrate their faith and their gratitude for God’s 
gifts by making generous pledges to continue supporting the mission and ministry of Fifth Ave. United Methodist 
Church in 2023. Thank you to all who completed their 2022 pledge commitments and have already turned in 
their 2023 pledge forms, and a “WOW” thank you to those who made new pledges or increased their pledge! 
Every gift is welcome, helps to support our ministry.  

• We still need YOU! We need leaders and volunteers to serve in various positions on committees and 
boards. You may not think you have the gift, talent, and/or time to serve, but all are called to work in 
the kingdom. We need you! 

• We extend our deepest condolences and prayers of love and support to Mr. Brett Barnett on the passing of his 
sister, Ms. Jerrie Barnett. A Celebration of Life Service will be held, December 18th, in Michigan. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. Cards and notes of condolences and support can be mailed to: Mr. Brett and Ms. Mary 
Barnett, 932 Hillcrest Street, West Bend, WI 53095.  

• With love and support, we extend our heartfelt condolences to Mr. Leslie Dalton on the passing of his sister,     
Alice Dickmann on Dec. 7. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May 
the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. Messages and cards of care 
and condolences can be mailed to: Mr. Leslie and Mrs. Alana Dalton, 4959 Lake Drive, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Don Walters is experiencing several medical challenges. His medical team is working tirelessly to diagnosis 
the cause(s) of his medical crisis. We especially will keep Ms. Joyce in our thoughts and prayers as we pray: 
“Healer of souls and comforter of the weary, help to lighten the burden of all our families who are caring for 
their sick loved ones. Accompany them on their journey of tending to, supporting and advocating and ease their 
anxiety and fears. Surround them with the love and strength of others, so they may experience the healing 
presence of the Beloved Community. We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus and the Holy Spirit, now and 
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forever. Amen.” Letters and notes of encouragement and love can be mailed to: Mr. Don and Mrs. Joyce Walters, 
5368 Woodlawn Summit, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Ms. Jeri Bowerman was recently admitted to the hospital with cardiac concerns. After cardiac stents were 
inserted. She has returned home. Please send her your cards and notes of love, support and courage to: Ms. Jeri 
Bowerman, New Perspectives Senior Living, 2130 Continental Drive, #322, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Ms. Sandy Wamser having been diagnosed with Epilepsy, is still working with her medical team to find the 
correct medications and doses to control the seizures. She is very grateful for your love, prayers and support. 
Special prayers for Mr. Pat as he cares for Ms. Sandy. Cards and notes can be sent to: Mr. Pat and Mrs. Sandy 
Wamser, 3742 Pleasant Valley Road, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, appreciates your continued prayers for healing and strength as she continues to 
struggle with illness. You can send emails of prayers and support to: alankempf33@gmail.com; or cards and 
notes to Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, 414B. South Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, WI 53073; phone number: 
920.838.1830. 

• Mr. Ralph Hensel. A Celebration of Life Service was held on Saturday, November 19, 2022 for Mr. Ralph. 
Continue to pray for Ms. Bonnie and the family! Cards and notes for can be mailed to Mrs. Bonnie Hensel, 629 
Highland View Drive, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Bro. Bob Krell, prayers for strength and continued healing. Please mail cards and notes of prayer and 
encouragement to: Bro. Bob and Mrs. Jean Krell, 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

• Mr. Chuck Rogge is still on a journey of healing. He is grateful for the cards and notes of support. Please 
continue to flood the mailbox with love and support to: Mr. Chuck and Mrs. Sue Rogge, 5011 Hwy. P, West 
Bend, WI 53095 

• Ms. Nancy Whitson is still admitted at The Pavilion at Glacier Valley. She requests your prayers and support 
as she continues to journey with health concerns. Please send cards and notes of encouragement to: Mrs. Nancy 
Whitson, 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Dick Simmons, diagnosed with acute leukemia has discontinued with chemotherapy. John 11:25 reads: 
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 
The sting of death has been removed for the Christian believer by Jesus our Lord.     Mr. Dick, Ms. Shirley and 
family, we are sending you love, support and prayers during this difficult time. Cards, notes filled with prayers 
and support can be  mailed to: Mr. Dick and Mrs. Shirley Simmons, 2908 Valley Avenue, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Lord, we ask you to plant seeds of courage and hope in Ms. Lora Santiago, daughter of Mr. Peter and Ms. Katie 
Glaser, as melanoma cancer has been found in her leg despite having immunotherapy. Your seeds of love and 
care through cards and notes can be mailed to: Ms. Lora Santiago, C/O Ms. Katie Glaser, N166 W21211 Glencoe 
Lane, Jackson, WI 53037. 

• Mr. Len McGinnis, Jr., continues to quietly face medical challenges. Your cards and notes of support and well 
wishes for Mr. Len and Mrs. Shelia McGinnis can be mailed to: 1230 Vogt Drive, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Ms. Linda Green, sister of Mrs. Debra Matthies, thank you for your continued prayers for strength and courage 
as her cancer has returned and has metastasized. She is starting another round of chemotherapy and request you 
prayers that it will be successful. Please send her your cards and notes of support and faith. Her mailing address 
is: Ms. Linda Green, 2920 Donahue Ferry Road, Pineville, LA 71360. 

• Many of our church family members and friends are experiencing health concerns. Please join me in praying 
for their healing and restoration: “loving God, I pray that you will comfort us in our suffering, lend skill to the 
hands of the healers, and bless the means used for to cure. Give each of us such confidence in the power of your 
grace, that even when we are afraid, I may put my whole trust in you; through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.” 

 
PRAYER: Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him 
and eat with him, and he with me. Revelation 3:20 ~ Almighty God, we, your unworthy children exult in praise and 
gratitude that your steadfast love permits us to take refuge and shelter in your merciful provision. You delight in your 
creation and exhort us to repentance and victory over sin, to attain fellowship and communion with you and be saved 
through your grace forever. Amen.   

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 
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