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Pondering in Our Hearts - A New Year Reflection 
DEVOTIONALS : 1- 7 JANUARY 2023 

 
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. – 
Luke 2:19 
 
Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient 
to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. – Luke 2:51 

Whenever the year starts wrapping up, many of us begin to reflect from January 
or even further, five or more years of our lives into the present. Some 
reflections conclude with tears of joy, while others may end up with tears of 
sorrow about the persistent experiences of the hardships of life. The 

remarkable events become indelible marks in our minds that we ponder on as life lessons or as cherished memories. The 
events and memories harbored in our hearts influence our perspectives in life. It becomes a frame of reference to inform 
our choices and perceptions in life. For example, a remarkable event of hurt and pain in a person’s life can unconsciously 
or consciously reflect in bad decisions to hurt others or themselves. Similarly, a person who harbors joy from a fantastic 
experience of somebody’s generosity also demonstrates acts of kindness and love with a disposition of joy. 

Mary, the earthly mother of Jesus, went through her own fair share of life experiences. The Gospels, according to 
Matthew and Luke, reveal that the birth and childhood of Jesus Christ was no easy task for His parents. Mary was faced 
with threats of shame, humiliation from conceiving Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit. When Jesus was born as a baby, his 
life was threatened by King Herod. In all of these things that happened, Mary chose to keep in her heart the record of 
God’s faithfulness. Luke 2:19 highlights how Mary, after listening to the amazing testimony of the shepherds concerning 
Jesus Christ, treasured in her heart the words that were spoken to her about Jesus and pondered on them. This way, she 
was assured that all that she was going through was not in vain. Indeed, Mary believed that she has given birth to the 
Savior of the world, and God’s presence and grace were with her. 

Early on in his Gospel, Luke twice mentions Mary doing something extraordinary, namely, pondering something "in her 
heart." The first occasion is after the departure of the shepherds at the Nativity; the second is when she and Joseph 
discover the child Jesus speaking with the Temple elders. Luke's phrase is telling. For Mary to "ponder" something "in 
her heart," is not simply for her to remember the details or get her facts straight. Rather, it seems more a way to take in 
something in its totality and to let it sink down deep, into the heart, the place where it can change you. 

Were we to be like Mary, how might we ponder in our hearts what we ourselves have seen and heard this past 
Christmas season so that, before it closes, we might learn something more from it than we did the first time through? 
Something which might just sink down deep and somehow change us. 
 
Perhaps these questions might be of some help: 

1. What was the best, the greatest, gift you received this year; not the brightest gift or the shiniest 
or the fastest or the most expensive gift, but the best gift, the greatest gift? Who gave it to 
you? And do they even know they did? 

2. What was the best gift you gave this year, one that may have cost you a little or one which may 
have cost you a lot. And the little or a lot that it might have cost you might not have been 
money at all. 

3. If there was something you did in the last several weeks which was just what someone else 
needed, just when they needed it, just what was it? 
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4. If there was one time when all your troubles, your cares and worries, seemed to you far, far 
away,  what was that time? And what chased your troubles away? 

5. If there was one glance you had of someone else that allowed you to see them fresh, as if for 
the very first time, yet see them as well radiant with all that they mean to you; what was that 
time? And who was that person? 

6. Was there ever a time, perhaps in a crowd and surrounded with people or perhaps by yourself, 
that it struck you that you are a truly blessed person? What was that time? Who were those 
people around you, if people there were? And what seems to have brought that feeling on? 

7. If you said one thing exactly right, exactly true and straight from your heart, just what exactly 
did you say? And to whom did you say it? And why? 

8. If within the last few weeks, you brushed a tear from your eye secretly so that no one else 
could see it, why did that tear come? And what did that tear mean? 

9. When do you feel the proudest? The happiest? The most content? Indeed, the most yourself? 

10. If you could look back over the many, many moments of this tender season now ending and 
pick out one moment from among them all, just one, pick the one where somehow you knew 
in your heart that it was all true: the angels indeed did sing, the shepherds indeed did worship, 
the kings indeed did bring their gifts and bow low and all of this because at that one moment 
you felt almost held aloft by kind and mighty hands; and if you could take that one moment 
and hold it in your heart forever, take it out and gaze upon it from time to time as if to look 
upon a kind of snow globe, just what would that one moment be? 

When Jesus Christ was presented to the Lord in the temple as the first male child of his parents, Simeon and Prophetess 
Anna testified of who He was and what He was going to do. Furthermore, when Jesus was 12 years old, Jesus said, He 
told his parents about the purpose of His coming. All of these events continually confirmed who Jesus Christ was and 
promise God made to His people. The scripture says, Mary kept all these words like treasures in her heart and pondered 
them in her heart. These treasures Mary kept in her heart became a frame of reference in life; she knew without a shadow 
of a doubt that Jesus Christ, her son was the Savior of the world. Her understanding of life was based on what she kept 
in her heart. 

• What are we keeping in our hearts after reflecting on the past events of our lives? 
 

• Are we able to see God’s grace and faithfulness interwoven in the events of our lives? 
 

Let us pray: Dear God, I pray that you plant in our hearts the treasures of your faithfulness and your words of assurance. 
May we also like Mary, treasure these things in our hearts, ponder on them, and give God all the praise and glory for his 
Providence. Such richness in our heart will deepen our faith and guide us to be faithful, committed, and devoted to God 
in all things because we can attest to the goodness of God. May God bless you and keep you. Dear Friend, Jesus Christ 
dearly loves you for He died for you that you may have life and have it more abundantly. Stay blessed and Happy New 
Year!  Amen! 

Adapted from: Reading – Pondering – A Post Christmas Reflection - Fr. Michael Graham and Soaking in God’s Word - Ama Antwi  

Stewardship for the Whole Congregation 
 
People in our congregation are in different places financially. We are working towards ensuring our 
stewardship ministry disciple all. 
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“But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. They 
will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It 
does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in 
a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.” Jeremiah 17:7-8 
 
People find themselves in different places financially. We have folks who are stressed 
out, struggling to meet their monthly bills, and wondering how they’re going to get 
through the month. We also have others who are making it from month to month but 
are in unrealized danger because they’re not being intentional enough with their money.  
And we have those who are blessed with relatively abundant resources but aren’t 
maximizing the impact of their situation for making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world... 
 
God calls all of us to Biblical standards of stewardship. But exactly what that looks like 
differs in different circumstances. Jesus told the rich young man to sell everything and 
give to the poor, then come and follow him; but he made no such request of Zacchaeus, 
who nonetheless demonstrated Biblical stewardship in his own way (compare Matthew 19:16-22 with Luke 19:1-9). 
 
Stewardship means being faithful with God’s resources in whatever situation we’re in.  We can be faithful stewards (or 
not) in the midst of debt. We can be faithful stewards (or not) in the midst of plenty. Faithfulness in stewardship is not 
so much about where we are financially, but more about being obedient with God’s resources in that situation. 
 

WITH GRATEFUL HEARTS…Please return your pledge card by Jan. 31 
 

PRAYER & CONCERNS  
 

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU TODAY? 
 

• The theme of our Fall Stewardship was “Earn, Save, Give” as we passionately prayed for God to bless us indeed, 
and enlarge our territory! We believe our church will demonstrate their faith and their gratitude for God’s gifts 
by making generous pledges to continue supporting the mission and ministry of Fifth Ave. United Methodist 
Church in 2023. Thank you to all who completed their 2022 pledge commitments and have already turned in 
their 2023 pledge forms, and a “WOW” thank you to those who made new pledges or increased their pledge! 
Every gift is welcome, helps to support our ministry.  

• We still need YOU! We need leaders and volunteers to serve in various positions on committees and 
boards. You may not think you have the gift, talent, and/or time to serve, but all are called to work in 
the kingdom. We need you! 

• We extend our deepest condolences and prayers of love and support to Mr. Brett Barnett on the passing of his 
sister, Ms. Jerrie Barnett. A Celebration of Life Service will be held, December 18th, in Michigan. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. Cards and notes of condolences and support can be mailed to: Mr. Brett and Ms. Mary 
Barnett, 932 Hillcrest Street, West Bend, WI 53095.  

• With love and support, we extend our heartfelt condolences to Mr. Leslie Dalton on the passing of his sister,     
Alice Dickmann on Dec. 7. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May 
the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. Messages and cards of care 
and condolences can be mailed to: Mr. Leslie and Mrs. Alana Dalton, 4959 Lake Drive, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Don Walters is experiencing several medical challenges. His medical team is working tirelessly to diagnosis 
the cause(s) of his medical crisis. We especially will keep Ms. Joyce in our thoughts and prayers as we pray: 
“Healer of souls and comforter of the weary, help to lighten the burden of all our families who are caring for 
their sick loved ones. Accompany them on their journey of tending to, supporting and advocating and ease their 
anxiety and fears. Surround them with the love and strength of others, so they may experience the healing 
presence of the Beloved Community. We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus and the Holy Spirit, now and 
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forever. Amen.” Letters and notes of encouragement and love can be mailed to: Mr. Don and Mrs. Joyce Walters, 
5368 Woodlawn Summit, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Ms. Jeri Bowerman was recently admitted to the hospital with cardiac concerns. After cardiac stents were 
inserted. She has returned home. Please send her your cards and notes of love, support and courage to: Ms. Jeri 
Bowerman, New Perspectives Senior Living, 2130 Continental Drive, #322, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Ms. Sandy Wamser having been diagnosed with Epilepsy, is still working with her medical team to find the 
correct medications and doses to control the seizures. She is very grateful for your love, prayers and support. 
Special prayers for Mr. Pat as he cares for Ms. Sandy. Cards and notes can be sent to: Mr. Pat and Mrs. Sandy 
Wamser, 3742 Pleasant Valley Road, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, appreciates your continued prayers for healing and strength as she continues to 
struggle with illness. You can send emails of prayers and support to: alankempf33@gmail.com; or cards and 
notes to Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, 414B. South Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, WI 53073; phone number: 
920.838.1830. 

• Mr. Ralph Hensel. A Celebration of Life Service was held on Saturday, November 19, 2022 for Mr. Ralph. 
Continue to pray for Ms. Bonnie and the family! Cards and notes for can be mailed to Mrs. Bonnie Hensel, 629 
Highland View Drive, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Bro. Bob Krell, prayers for strength and continued healing. Please mail cards and notes of prayer and 
encouragement to: Bro. Bob and Mrs. Jean Krell, 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

• Mr. Chuck Rogge is still on a journey of healing. He is grateful for the cards and notes of support. Please 
continue to flood the mailbox with love and support to: Mr. Chuck and Mrs. Sue Rogge, 5011 Hwy. P, West 
Bend, WI 53095 

• Ms. Nancy Whitson is still admitted at The Pavilion at Glacier Valley. She requests your prayers and support 
as she continues to journey with health concerns. Please send cards and notes of encouragement to: Mrs. Nancy 
Whitson, 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Dick Simmons, diagnosed with acute leukemia has discontinued with chemotherapy. John 11:25 reads: 
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 
The sting of death has been removed for the Christian believer by Jesus our Lord.     Mr. Dick, Ms. Shirley and 
family, we are sending you love, support and prayers during this difficult time. Cards, notes filled with prayers 
and support can be  mailed to: Mr. Dick and Mrs. Shirley Simmons, 2908 Valley Avenue, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Lord, we ask you to plant seeds of courage and hope in Ms. Lora Santiago, daughter of Mr. Peter and Ms. Katie 
Glaser, as melanoma cancer has been found in her leg despite having immunotherapy. Your seeds of love and 
care through cards and notes can be mailed to: Ms. Lora Santiago, C/O Ms. Katie Glaser, N166 W21211 Glencoe 
Lane, Jackson, WI 53037. 

• Mr. Len McGinnis, Jr., continues to quietly face medical challenges. Your cards and notes of support and well 
wishes for Mr. Len and Mrs. Shelia McGinnis can be mailed to: 1230 Vogt Drive, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Ms. Linda Green, sister of Mrs. Debra Matthies, thank you for your continued prayers for strength and courage 
as her cancer has returned and has metastasized. She is starting another round of chemotherapy and request you 
prayers that it will be successful. Please send her your cards and notes of support and faith. Her mailing address 
is: Ms. Linda Green, 2920 Donahue Ferry Road, Pineville, LA 71360. 

• Many of our church family members and friends are experiencing health concerns. Please join me in praying 
for their healing and restoration: “loving God, I pray that you will comfort us in our suffering, lend skill to the 
hands of the healers, and bless the means used for to cure. Give each of us such confidence in the power of your 
grace, that even when we are afraid, I may put my whole trust in you; through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.” 

 
PRAYER: Come, Holy Spirit, Spirit of the Risen Christ, be with us today and always. Be our Light, our Guide, and our 
Comforter. Be our Strength, our Courage, and our Sanctifier. May this new year be a time of deep spiritual growth for 
us, a time of welcoming your graces and gifts, a time for forgiving freely and unconditionally, a time for growing in virtue 
and goodness. Come, Holy Spirit, be with us today and always. Amen. 
 

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 
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