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PRELUDE          “Lamp of Our Feet” by Mercy Bartlett              Deanna Gibeau, Organist 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  Psalm 98:4-9 
L: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
P: break forth into joyous song and praises! 
L: Sing praises to the Lord on the lyre, 
 with the lyre and the sound of melody! 
P: With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
 make a joyful noise before the Ruler, the Lord! 
L: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell in it! 
P: Let the floods clap their hands; 
 let the hills sing for joy together before the Lord, 
 who comes to judge the earth. 
The Lord will judge the world with righteousness, 
 and the peoples with equity. 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE:         “Angels from the Realms of Glory”         UMH #220 
 
*INVOCATION (UNISON) 
O God our Father, you have brought us again to the glad season when we celebrate the birth 
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Grant that his Spirit may be born anew in our hearts this 
day and that we may joyfully welcome him to reign over us.  Open our ears that we may hear 
again the angelic chorus of old.  Open our lips that we, too, may sing with uplifted 
hearts.  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, goodwill toward all; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
*READING OF ISAIAH 52:7-10  (Liturgist) 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’ 
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; 
for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion.  Break forth together into singing, you 
ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvation of our God. 
 
*HYMN OF PREPARATION:           “What Child Is This?”                    UMH #219 
 
*THE GOSPEL: JOHN 1:1-14    (Pastor) 



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received 
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

SERMON:                        “What Child—Indeed!”                      Pastor Michael Morning 
 
*HYMN:                     “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                     UMH #224 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
    Leader:: Lord in your mercy. People: Hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING 
A Time of Giving - Our Tithes, Talents & Ourselves - Now is the offering time, when we offer 
up our gifts of time, talent, and treasure for God’s mission in the world. For followers of Jesus, giving 
isn’t simply about keeping the church going. Giving is a discipline; it is an act of our commitment to God. 
We trust that God will not only use it to change us, but to change the world. 
God not only gives us bread to fill our bellies, God gives us seed to extend the reach of the harvest. I 
invite you to plant the seeds you’ve been given by offering up your gifts and tithes for God’s work in the 
world.  
 
*DOXOLOGY:             “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                 UMH 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise 
the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER (UNISON) 
Through our offerings we reach out to share good tidings of peace, O God.  As we 
experience the joy of giving, let our lives witness to your grace.  Direct our feet to walk in 
your way, as we pray by saying: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory for ever.  Amen. 
 
*RECESSIONAL HYMN:          “Once in Royal David’s City”         UMH #250 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*POSTLUDE                                          “Noel”                                           Gordon Young 
 
 
           

Have a Blessed Christmas! 
 
 


