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Unwrapping Advent: Celebrating the Wonder of Jesus’ Arrival Then and Now 
Adapted from Margaret Feinberg 

 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
 

DEVOTIONALS : 18 -24  December 2022 
 

I learned a long time ago that I need to set aside time in December to sit still. To be 
quiet. To make space for my soul, to reserve some of my attention for prayer, 
journaling, God’s Word. 
 
My celebration of Jesus on December 25th is 
so much richer and more meaningful when I 
make room, daily, to turn my eyes to Jesus 
throughout the month of December. 
 
I  invite you to clear some space in your 
December to listen, to be quiet, to turn 
your eyes to Jesus. 

 
The Holy Mystery 
 
Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him 
Immanuel—Isaiah 7:14 We’re often tempted to skim through Biblical genealogies and move onto the next passage. With 
a fleeting glance we skip the impossible-to-pronounce names looking for poignant stories. Yet, genealogies aren’t 
something to be avoided, but celebrated, especially in Jewish culture.  
 
The apostle, Matthew, begins his gospel with the genealogy of Jesus, marking the beginning of the arrival of the Messiah 
and the coming of the kingdom of God. Matthew uses this genealogy to trace back the promises of God. He even 
includes five women—Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary—something rarely done in Jewish genealogical 
records. 
 
The Israelites waited for their Messiah—often impatiently. Matthew historically proves God has not forgotten His 
covenants with Israel, but is seeing them to fruition. He is bringing the King of the Jews, the Son of God to reign and 
redeem the world. Beginning with Abraham, travelling to David, moving to Jesus, Matthew reminds us that God 
promised Abraham and David they would be heirs of the Messiah. 
 
God isn’t distant or forgetful, but close by and faithful. God sends Jesus to remind us He hasn’t left our side. He’s with 
us in the thick of daily life. Immanuel doesn’t only sympathize with our challenges, but emphasizes. Instead of whispering 
messages from the heavens, Jesus dives into the muck and mire of the world. He heals, thirsts, stoops, protects, provides, 
teaches, holds, weeps, feels, hurts, hungers, suffers, raises. 
 
Christ’s birth is a holy exclamation point that God is with us in a real and tangible way. 
 
This season, wait with bated breath for the God who was, is, and will be to astound you with wonder upon wonder. 
Press your fingertips to the vault of heaven in hopeful anticipation of God to reveal Godself to you this Christmas. 
 
Prayer | Immanuel, Reveal Yourself to me in real and tangible ways this Christmas as Immanuel. May I learn to dwell in 
Your presence and seek Your face always. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 
 
“Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many 
things. Come and share your master’s happiness!” Matthew 25:21 
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The principle of ownership. As people of God, we have privilege, responsibility, and authority because we have been 
given these by God. A steward doesn't own; they hold in trust and uses what has been given for the one who owns it. 
Arrogance and pride don't have any place in this equation. The title deed to our lives and the entire universe is in God's 
name. God holds all the rights of ownership. 
 
No organization—be it a family, company, or church—is created for the people, nor is it created by people. Everything 
we have comes from God. The Bible is clear. God owns it all: "The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, 
and all who live in it." (Psalm 24:1) 
 
Everything in this world is God's by right of creation and by right of preservation as well. All that we have added to 
Creation—the skills and abilities we've used and the things we've developed—are from God. We don't even own the 
fruit of our own work. He reminded the Jews of this before they entered the Promised Land. 
 
You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me." But remember 
the LORD your God, for it is God who gives you the ability to produce wealth (Deuteronomy 8:17-18). 
 
Every individual is also God’s by right of creation and by right of redemption. 
 
“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? 
You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore, honor God with your body. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 
 
Nothing belongs to us, not even our lives. As much as we might like to define ourselves by the size of our homes, our 
children, earthly wealth or the title at work or in the community, everything you are and everything you have is God's. 
As God’s creation, we must be constantly aware that our time, skills, and energy, and every resource, person, and 
opportunity come from God. These are not ours to use as we wish, no matter how hard we may have worked and no 
matter what we have contributed.  
 
We are stewards, not owners. 
 
The Bible teaches us that the human race was created to exercise stewardship over our planet. We were given authority 
and are held responsible as God's stewards for what happens here, to the physical world and the creatures and people 
who dwell here. 
 
Although God gives us "all things richly to enjoy," nothing is ours. Nothing really belongs to us. God owns everything; 
we're responsible for how we treat it and what we do with it. 
 
Though we don't own anything, God has graciously entrusted us with the care, development, and enjoyment of 
everything God owns. As God’s stewards, we are to manage God’s holdings well and according to God’s desires and 
purposes. And it stands to reason that if everything belongs to God, then every decision we as God’s people makes has 
spiritual implications. Whether we consider something "spiritual" or not, there are no spiritually neutral decisions. 
 
“As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 
(1 Peter 4:10) We are not only responsible for using our own gifts for God's purposes, but for helping others use their 
gifts as well. Our most important responsibility is to empower God’s people to discover, develop, and use the 
abilities God has given them. 
 
“What does STEWARDSHIP look like in your life today?” 
 
I believe that Biblical Stewardship is about where the concepts of faith, work and economics intersect.   
A steward is one who manages the possessions of another. We are all stewards of the resources, abilities and opportunities 
that God has entrusted to our care, and one day each one of us will be called to give an account for how we have managed 
what the Master has given us. 
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This is the truth/principle taught by the Parable of the Talents. God has entrusted authority over Creation to us and we 
are not allowed to rule over it as we see fit. We are called to exercise our dominion under the watchful eye of the Creator 
managing God’s Creation in accord with the principles God has established. 
 
Like the servants in the Parable of the Talents, we will be called to give an account of how we have administered 
everything we have been given, including our time, money, abilities, information, wisdom, relationships, and 
authority. 
 
We will all give account to God, the rightful owner, as to how well we managed the things God has entrusted to us. 
 

WELCOME TO STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY, 18 DECEMBER 2022! 
PRAYER & CONCERNS  

 

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU TODAY? 
 

• The theme of our Fall Stewardship was “Earn, Save, Give” as we passionately prayed for God to bless us indeed, 
and enlarge our territory! On this Stewardship Sunday we are faithfully believing, “God will grant what we 
requested!” We believe our church will demonstrate their faith and their gratitude for God’s gifts by making 
generous pledges to continue supporting the mission and ministries of Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church in 
2023. Thank you all who have already turned in their pledge forms, and thank you those who made new pledges 
or increased their pledge! In these post-pandemic, economically challenging times, not everyone maybe able to 
give what they desire, but every gift helps to support our ministries. You are cordially invited to the Christmas 
Extravaganza, 18 December 2022 @ 9:30 a.m. followed by a Christmas Potluck (bring a dish to share). Please 
return your pledge form as soon as possible, as we need to know what commitments of financial support, we can 
expect in 2023. 

• We still need YOU! We need leaders and volunteers to serve in various positions on committees and 
boards. You may not think you have the gift, talent, and/or time to serve, but all are called to work in 
the kingdom. We need you! 

• We extend our deepest condolences and prayers of love and support to Mr. Brett Barnett on the passing of his 
sister, Ms. Jerrie Barnett. A Celebration of Life Service will be held, December 18th, in Michigan. Lord in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. Cards and notes of condolences and support can be mailed to: Mr. Brett and Ms. Mary 
Barnett, 932 Hillcrest Street, West Bend, WI 53095.  

• With love and support, we extend our heartfelt condolences to Mr. Leslie Dalton on the passing of his sister,     
Alice Dickmann on Dec. 7. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May 
the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. Messages and cards of care 
and condolences can be mailed to: Mr. Leslie and Mrs. Alana Dalton, 4959 Lake Drive, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Don Walters is experiencing several medical challenges. His medical team is working tirelessly to diagnosis 
the cause(s) of his medical crisis. We especially will keep Ms. Joyce in our thoughts and prayers as we pray: 
“Healer of souls and comforter of the weary, help to lighten the burden of all our families who are caring for 
their sick loved ones. Accompany them on their journey of tending to, supporting and advocating and ease their 
anxiety and fears. Surround them with the love and strength of others, so they may experience the healing 
presence of the Beloved Community. We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus and the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. Amen.” Letters and notes of encouragement and love can be mailed to: Mr. Don and Mrs. Joyce Walters, 
5368 Woodlawn Summit, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Ms. Jeri Bowerman was recently admitted to the hospital with cardiac concerns. After cardiac stents were 
inserted. She has returned home. Please send her your cards and notes of love, support and courage to: Ms. Jeri 
Bowerman, New Perspectives Senior Living, 2130 Continental Drive, #322, West Bend, WI 53095. 

 
• Ms. Sandy Wamser having been diagnosed with Epilepsy, is still working with her medical team to find the 

correct medications and doses to control the seizures. She is very grateful for your love, prayers and support. 
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Special prayers for Mr. Pat as he cares for Ms. Sandy. Cards and notes can be sent to: Mr. Pat and Mrs. Sandy 
Wamser, 3742 Pleasant Valley Road, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, appreciates your continued prayers for healing and strength as she continues to 
struggle with illness. You can send emails of prayers and support to: alankempf33@gmail.com; or cards and 
notes to Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, 414B. South Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, WI 53073; phone number: 
920.838.1830. 

• Mr. Ralph Hensel. A Celebration of Life Service was held on Saturday, November 19, 2022 for Mr. Ralph. 
Continue to pray for Ms. Bonnie and the family! Cards and notes for can be mailed to Mrs. Bonnie Hensel, 629 
Highland View Drive, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Bro. Bob Krell, prayers for strength and continued healing. Please mail cards and notes of prayer and 
encouragement to: Bro. Bob and Mrs. Jean Krell, 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

• Mr. Chuck Rogge is still on a journey of healing. He is grateful for the cards and notes of support. Please 
continue to flood the mailbox with love and support to: Mr. Chuck and Mrs. Sue Rogge, 5011 Hwy. P, West 
Bend, WI 53095 

• Ms. Nancy Whitson is still admitted at The Pavilion at Glacier Valley. She requests your prayers and support 
as she continues to journey with health concerns. Please send cards and notes of encouragement to: Mrs. Nancy 
Whitson, 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Dick Simmons, diagnosed with acute leukemia has discontinued with chemotherapy. John 11:25 reads: 
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 
The sting of death has been removed for the Christian believer by Jesus our Lord.     Mr. Dick, Ms. Shirley and 
family, we are sending you love, support and prayers during this difficult time. Cards, notes filled with prayers 
and support can be  mailed to: Mr. Dick and Mrs. Shirley Simmons, 2908 Valley Avenue, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Lord, we ask you to plant seeds of courage and hope in Ms. Lora Santiago, daughter of Mr. Peter and Ms. Katie 
Glaser, as melanoma cancer has been found in her leg despite having immunotherapy. Your seeds of love and 
care through cards and notes can be mailed to: Ms. Lora Santiago, C/O Ms. Katie Glaser, N166 W21211 Glencoe 
Lane, Jackson, WI 53037. 

• Mr. Len McGinnis, Jr., continues to quietly face medical challenges. Your cards and notes of support and well 
wishes for Mr. Len and Mrs. Shelia McGinnis can be mailed to: 1230 Vogt Drive, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Ms. Linda Green, sister of Mrs. Debra Matthies, thank you for your continued prayers for strength and courage 
as her cancer has returned and has metastasized. She is starting another round of chemotherapy and request you 
prayers that it will be successful. Please send her your cards and notes of support and faith. Her mailing address 
is: Ms. Linda Green, 2920 Donahue Ferry Road, Pineville, LA 71360. 

• Ms. Nobi Sacia extends her sincerest gratitude for your love and support during her season of grief and loss. 
May God richly bless each of you. She is getting settled in Madison. Her family is keeping her involved in family 
and community activities. Cards and notes for courage, strength and joy can be mailed to  Mrs. Nobi Sacia, 1626 
Jefferson Street, Madison WI 53711. 

• Many of our church family members and friends are experiencing health concerns. Please join me in praying 
for their healing and restoration: “loving God, I pray that you will comfort us in our suffering, lend skill to the 
hands of the healers, and bless the means used for to cure. Give each of us such confidence in the power of your 
grace, that even when we are afraid, I may put my whole trust in you; through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.” 

 
PRAYER POEM: Love came, held safely within a gentle womb. All the truth, majesty, and creativity of a living God 
poured into a tiny heart making a quiet entrance in a dark and uninviting shack. Just one star shone anew as a handful of 
people were brought. Led by angelic voices and open hearts - a young mother, a faith-filled father, men of wisdom who 
searched for truth. And a group of humble herdsmen. They came to bow before a new life and acknowledge that the 
rescuer had arrived. That the Word of God had come alive and that the extraordinary transformation of heaven and 
earth had begun. (Julie Palmer,) 
 

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 
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