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Unwrapping Advent: 
Celebrating the Wonder of Jesus’ Arrival Then and Now 

Adapted from Margaret Feinberg 
 

DEVOTIONALS : 11 - 17 December 2022 
 

I learned a long time ago that I need to set aside time in December to sit still. 
To be quiet. To make space for my soul, to reserve some of my attention for 
prayer, journaling, God’s Word. 
 
My celebration of Jesus on 
December 25th is so much 
richer and more 
meaningful when I make 
room, daily, to turn my 
eyes to Jesus throughout 
the month of December. 
 
I  invite you to clear 

some space in your December to listen, to be quiet, 
to turn your eyes to Jesus. 
 
The Ultimate Gift 
 
Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him. —Matthew 2:2 
 
I often get wrapped up in purchasing the perfect gift for someone. Instead of buying another item that gets stuffed in 
the back of the closet or donated during spring cleaning, I’ll try to select a memorable, meaningful gift. Yet sometimes, 
I don’t succeed. 
 
The size doesn’t fit. The color is off. They already own three just like it. 
 
The hardest is when I have to shop for “The-Person-Who-Has-Everything”. You might have a few of those people in 
your life. Just when you think you’ve found the perfect gift, you discover they already own it. 
 
The Bible tells us of three gift-givers who faced such a challenge. Traveling about 900 miles from the east, a group of 
wise men and several attendants and guards closely follow a star in anticipation of worshiping the Messiah—the promised 
king of the Jews. The Magi combined astrology with their study of religion. 
 
On their way to meet Jesus, they are stopped by King Herod, a man installed by Rome to rule as the king of the Jews. 
Herod ‘s jaw drops when he hears of the Messiah’s birth and plots to murder the child. Jerusalem, too, is surprised 
because they have aligned themselves politically with Herod, instead of spiritually with God. 
 
When the Magi arrive in Bethlehem, they kneel at Jesus’ tiny feet and reveal treasures brought to the baby lying in a 
manager. These three wise men brought presents, as was custom when approaching royalty. But consider the gifts these 
men gave to Jesus: Gold—a valued metal in Scripture used much like it is today, frankincense (or incense)—used as 
perfume and incense for the altar, and myrrh—a perfume or tonic used when preparing a corpse for burial. 
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The gold, frankincense, and myrrh were great in expense and showed reverence to Jesus, but giving anything to the 
Savior of the world and Son of God seems downright silly. For God ultimately has everything and is everything, what 
gift is appropriate? 
 
The Magi purchase the best gifts they can think of—presents of high value. But in the process, one can’t help but wonder 
if they lost sight of the greatest thing they could give to Jesus: The gift of themselves, their presence, their full attention. 
 
During this holiday season, you may give gifts to family, friends, co-workers, and others. But as you give, don’t forget 
that the greatest gift you can give is yourself—baking, babysitting, a coffee date, dinner plans, and more. Don’t forget 
to carve out time to offer yourself as a gift to the King of Kings this season. 
 
Remember: Jesus doesn’t desire your presents as much as your presence. 
 
Dig Deeper | Look up the following passages: Matthew 2:1-12, Luke 10:38-42, and Romans 12:1-2. 

• Do you tend to focus on your presents or presence? 
• How can you give yourself as a gift to your loved ones this week? 
• How can you carve out time to give yourself to Jesus this week? 

 
Prayer | Dear King of kings, this season, I choose to give myself, my whole self, to You. Fill me with more of Your 
presence as I wait in Your presence. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
 

AN INVITATION OF FELLOWSHIP 
 
You are cordially invited to the Christmas Extravaganza on Sunday, December 18, 2022 @ 9:30 a. m. We will celebrate 
our Stewardship Ministry followed by a delicious United Methodist Potluck (bring you favorite Christmas 
casserole or side dish to share).  
 

PRAYER & CONCERNS  
 

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU TODAY? 
 

• Thank you for your prayers for a successful Charge Conference. The Leadership and Nomination 
Committee is continuing to seek leaders and volunteers to serve in various positions on committees and 
boards. The Leadership and Nomination Committee is humbly praying that you will recognize God’s 
call and plan for you to serve your church. You may not think you have the gift, talent, and/or time to 
serve, but all are called to work in the kingdom. We need you! 

• We extend our deepest condolences and prayers of love and support to Mr. Brett Barnett on the passing of his 
sister, Ms. Jerrie Barnett. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. Cards and notes of condolences and support 
can be mailed to: Mr. Brett and Ms. Mary Barnett, 932 Hillcrest Street, West Bend, WI 53095.  

• Mr. Don Walters is experiencing several medical challenges. His medical team is working tirelessly to diagnosis 
the cause(s) of his medical crisis. We especially will keep Ms. Joyce in our thoughts and prayers as we pray: 
“Healer of souls and comforter of the weary, help to lighten the burden of all our families who are caring for 
their sick loved ones. Accompany them on their journey of tending to, supporting and advocating and ease their 
anxiety and fears. Surround them with the love and strength of others, so they may experience the healing 
presence of the Beloved Community. We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus and the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. Amen.” Letters and notes of encouragement and love can be mailed to: Mr. Don and Mrs. Joyce Walters, 
5368 Woodlawn Summit, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Ms. Jeri Bowerman was recently admitted to the hospital with cardiac concerns. After cardiac stents were 
inserted. She has returned home. Please send her your cards and notes of love, support and courage to: Ms. Jeri 
Bowerman, New Perspectives Senior Living, 2130 Continental Drive, #322, West Bend, WI 53095. 
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• Ms. Sandy Wamser having been diagnosed with Epilepsy, is still working with her medical team to find the 
correct medications and doses to control the seizures. She is very grateful for your love, prayers and support. 
Special prayers for Mr. Pat as he cares for Ms. Sandy. Cards and notes can be sent to: Mr. Pat and Mrs. Sandy 
Wamser, 3742 Pleasant Valley Road, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, appreciates your continued prayers for healing and strength as she continues to 
struggle with illness. You can send emails of prayers and support to: alankempf33@gmail.com; or cards and 
notes to Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, 414B. South Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, WI 53073; phone number: 
920.838.1830. 

• Mr. Ralph Hensel. A Celebration of Life Service was held on Saturday, November 19, 2022 for Mr. Ralph. 
Continue to pray for Ms. Bonnie and the family! Cards and notes for can be mailed to Mrs. Bonnie Hensel, 629 
Highland View Drive, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Bro. Bob Krell, prayers for strength and continued healing. Please mail cards and notes of prayer and 
encouragement to: Bro. Bob and Mrs. Jean Krell, 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

• Mr. Chuck Rogge is still on a journey of healing. He is grateful for the cards and notes of support. Please 
continue to flood the mailbox with love and support to: Mr. Chuck and Mrs. Sue Rogge, 5011 Hwy. P, West 
Bend, WI 53095 

• Ms. Nancy Whitson is still admitted at The Pavilion at Glacier Valley. She requests your prayers and support 
as she continues to journey with health concerns. Please send cards and notes of encouragement to: Mrs. Nancy 
Whitson, 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Dick Simmons, diagnosed with acute leukemia has discontinued with chemotherapy. John 11:25 reads: 
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 
The sting of death has been removed for the Christian believer by Jesus our Lord.     Mr. Dick, Ms. Shirley and 
family, we are sending you love, support and prayers during this difficult time. Cards, notes filled with prayers 
and support can be  mailed to: Mr. Dick and Mrs. Shirley Simmons, 2908 Valley Avenue, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Lord, we ask you to plant seeds of courage and hope in Ms. Lora Santiago, daughter of Mr. Peter and Ms. Katie 
Glaser, as melanoma cancer has been found in her leg despite having immunotherapy. Your seeds of love and 
care through cards and notes can be mailed to: Ms. Lora Santiago, C/O Ms. Katie Glaser, N166 W21211 Glencoe 
Lane, Jackson, WI 53037. 

• Mr. Len McGinnis, Jr., continues to quietly face medical challenges. Your cards and notes of support and well 
wishes for Mr. Len and Mrs. Shelia McGinnis can be mailed to: 1230 Vogt Drive, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Ms. Linda Green, sister of Mrs. Debra Matthies, thank you for your continued prayers for strength and courage 
as her cancer has returned and has metastasized. She is starting another round of chemotherapy and request you 
prayers that it will be successful. Please send her your cards and notes of support and faith. Her mailing address 
is: Ms. Linda Green, 2920 Donahue Ferry Road, Pineville, LA 71360. 

• Ms. Nobi Sacia extends her sincerest gratitude for your love and support during her season of grief and loss. 
May God richly bless each of you. She is getting settled in Madison. Her family is keeping her involved in family 
and community activities. Cards and notes for courage, strength and joy can be mailed to  Mrs. Nobi Sacia, 1626 
Jefferson Street, Madison WI 53711. 

• Many of our church family members and friends are experiencing health concerns. Please join me in praying 
for their healing and restoration: “loving God, I pray that you will comfort us in our suffering, lend skill to the 
hands of the healers, and bless the means used for to cure. Give each of us such confidence in the power of your 
grace, that even when we are afraid, I may put my whole trust in you; through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.” 

 
PRAYER:  Loving God, that first Christmas, when you sent your Son, you sent the one who is called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. Even the angels cried out, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” The angels knew your purpose. They know the gifts of 
hope, peace, joy, and love that Christmas hold. They recognized that the fullness of God was wrapped in the tiny flesh 
of an infant as you humbled yourself and dwelt among us. Emmanuel. God with us as the baby Jesus. Amen.     
 

 Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 
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