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          Stewardship and All the Saints 
 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted” (Matthew 5:4) 
 

DEVOTIONALS : 13 – 19  November 2022 
 

On November 6th at our 9:30 a.m. worship service, we had a special and 
joyous celebration of the saints – All Saints Sunday. 
 
The first weekend of November presents an opportunity – a special 
celebration of all the heavenly saints and loved ones who have come and 
gone from our personal lives, church life, and Christian tradition since the 
last All Saints Sunday. 
 
Each year the liturgical calendar calls for a day to acknowledge these Saints, 
those who now reside in the presence of the Eternal. It is a day of celebration, 
a day of solemn remembrance, and a day to give thanks for those who taught 
us through their own lives the death defeating love of God.   

 
On All Saints Sunday, we read aloud the names of those who had gone on to glory in the last year, sounded a bell 
and pause to linger just a moment longer with those 
who had touched our hearts. It was a sacred time. A 
reminder that we are indeed “surrounded by a great 
cloud of witnesses” and that the faith that is in us is a 
gift passed to us from others.  
 
All Saints Day is, at its core, about legacy and 
promise – what has been left behind by those who 
have gone ahead for us to build upon and the “blessed 
assurance” of what lies ahead for the faithful. That 
future includes a way of knowing and being known 
beyond this life, and how-to live-in faithfulness in the 
interim. It is one of my beloved days of the Christian 
Year.  
 
While those who observe All Saints Day often include these concepts around the Communion Table (and 
appropriately so), not many realize that the moment for receiving the offering may also have a deep connection to 
this celebration. This is the opportunity you should not miss. 
 
What is that connection?  If a congregation has ever received a monetary gift in memory of someone, if they have a 
permanent fund created by gifts (or a single gift) from church members, the earning of which support their 
ministry/mission, or if there’s “dedicated hard goods” (such as a piano, communion ware, pews, stained glass 
windows, etc.) that came from a gift or was purchased with gifts solicited to honor or memorize someone – there’s 
the necessary connection!  The offering moment now can be used to lift up these gifts, the people who gave them, 
and the legacy they have created. 
 
All Saints Sunday is the perfect day to celebrate both a person (or persons) who provided for the church in their 
estate planning, or to lift up a person whose life is being remembered through generous gifts given in their honor.  It 
is a moment to mark specifically what ministry/mission the gifts support – and to encourage others to follow this 
example of leaving a legacy because we believe that what we do makes a difference.   
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There are congregations who use this time every year to publish information about their permanent funds, what those 
funds total in principle and what is being done with the fund’s earnings – and never forgetting to mention the names 
of the Saints who practiced the stewardship of a final benediction – a gift at the end of life.   
 
You are also invited  to remember your beloved by adding to the funds or think about what they would like to see 
continue as a ministry of the church through your opportunity to give a gift with the measure of gratitude you have 
always wanted to practice.   
 
Pastor Clarissa or church leadership can assist you with ideas as well as provide guidance in how best to steward the 
treasures you will entrust to your church so that your intent is honored and your gift is appropriately preserved and 
nurtured.  It is about stewardship – for all the saints.   

 
God is here with us, just as God has always been with those who have gone before us, and just as God  

has promised that God will be with those yet to come. This is good news, for all of us, both simultaneously  
saints and sinners. 

 
May God be with you this week in your ministry, your work, and may God speak through you in  

your words and deeds. 
 

PRAYER & CONCERNS 
 

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU TODAY? 
 

• As we prepare for our Charge Conference, the Leadership and Nomination Committee will be reaching 
out to fill leadership positions for all committees and boards. Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church, is 
seeking fresh, creative and innovative leadership. Please recognize God’s call for you to serve your 
church. You may not think you have the gift, talent, and/or time to serve, but all are called to work in 
the kingdom. Good is calling you; inviting you to step forward and serve God’s church and God’s people. 
Will you say. “Yes?” We need you! 

• Mr. Ralph Hensel passed away peacefully on 27 October 2022. Ms. Bonnie is very grateful for the cards, prayers 
and support shown during these past months. A Celebration of Life Service will be held on Saturday, November 
19, 2022 at 12:00 p.m. A visitation will precede the service from 10:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. Continue to pray! Cards 
and notes for can be mailed to Mrs. Bonnie Hensel, 629 Highland View Drive, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Ms. Biancha Martinelli is asking for prayers and care for her best friend, Ms. Kelsie Landers as she attends 
to the care and welfare of her parents, Mr. Tracy & Ms. Kim Aloha, who are gradually recovering from a traumatic 
car accident. Your words and prayer for strength and courage for this extensive season of rehabilitation and 
recovery is greatly appreciated. Please send your cards and notes of care to: Mr. Derrick and Mrs. Kelsie Landers, 
26W035 Astor Place, Wheaton, IL 60187. 

• Ms. Linda Green, sister of Mrs. Debra Matthies, thank you for your continued prayers for strength and courage 
as her cancer has returned and has metastasized. Please send your support and care to Ms. Linda through cards 
and notes. Her mailing address is: Ms. Linda Green, 2920 Donahue Ferry Road, Pineville, LA 71360. 

• Ms. Jeanne Schacht passed away on Oct. 7, 2022.  A Celebration of Life Service was held on Saturday. October 
15, 2022. Card or notes of condolences may be sent to her daughter, Debbie Schacht,  at N110 W17051 Ashbury 
Lane #1, Germantown, WI  53022. 

• Ms. Nancy Whitson is still admitted at The Pavilion at Glacier Valley. She requests your prayers and support 
as she continues to journey with health concerns. Please send cards and notes of encouragement to: Mrs. Nancy 
Whitson, 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Rev. Jean Bartlett passed away on Oct. 7. A Memorial service was held on Saturday, October 29, 2022 at 
11:00am at Waupun United Methodist Church, 199 E. Jefferson St. in Waupun. Condolences can be sent to: 
Rev. Jon Bartlett, 813 Seymour St., Waupun, WI 53963. Email address: bilojon@gmail.com 
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• Ms. Sandy Wamser has been diagnosed with Epilepsy. She is thankful to finally have a diagnosis. Her medical 
team is working to find the correct treatment. She can’t stop thanking her church family for all your love, prayers 
and support. Special prayers for Mr. Pat as he cares for Ms. Sandy and traveling graces to and from St. Luke’s 
Hospital. Cards and notes can be sent to: Mr. Pat and Mrs. Sandy Wamser, 3742 Pleasant Valley Road, West 
Bend, WI 53095. 

• The Family of the late Roger Ethan Sacia would like to express their sincere gratitude to everyone who has 
shown them kindness in prayers, thoughts, and deeds during their time of bereavement. Your prayers, visits, 
phone calls, consolation, food, flowers, and other gestures of compassion and love have been uplifting. May God 
richly bless each of you. Ms. Nobi will be residing in Madison, WI. Cards of condolences and support can be 
mailed to  Mrs. Nobi Sacia, 1626 Jefferson Street, Madison WI 53711. 

• We extend our deepest and heartfelt condolences to Ms. Barb Groth on the unexpected passing of her beloved 
son, Russell Groth on September 10, 2022. Ms. Barb, the mother-son bond is something truly special and I know 
just how close you were with Mr. Russell.  We are all here for you during this time and want to express our 
deepest condolences for your loss. Letter and notes of sympathies can be mailed to: Mrs. Barb Groth, 729 Mitter 
Circle, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Dick Simmons, diagnosed with acute leukemia has discontinued with chemotherapy. John 11:25 reads: 
Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 
The sting of death has been removed for the Christian believer by Jesus our Lord.     Mr. Dick, Ms. Shirley and 
family, we are sending you love, support and prayers during this difficult time. Cards, notes filled with prayers 
and support can be  mailed to: Mr. Dick and Mrs. Shirley Simmons, 2908 Valley Avenue, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Lord, we ask you to plant seeds of courage and hope in Ms. Lora Santiago, daughter of Mr. Peter and Ms. Katie 
Glaser, as melanoma cancer has been found in her leg despite having immunotherapy. Your seeds of love and 
care through cards and notes can be mailed to: Ms. Lora Santiago, C/O Ms. Katie Glaser, N166 W21211 Glencoe 
Lane, Jackson, WI 53037. 

• Mr. Chuck Rogge is still on a journey of healing. He is grateful for the cards and notes of support. Please 
continue to flood the mailbox with love and support to: Mr. Chuck and Mrs. Sue Rogge, 5011 Hwy. P, West 
Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Len McGinnis, Jr., continues to quietly face medical challenges. Your cards and notes of support and well 
wishes for Mr. Len and Mrs. Shelia McGinnis can be mailed to: 1230 Vogt Drive, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Bro. Bob Krell, prayers for strength and continued healing. Please mail cards and notes of prayer and 
encouragement to: Bro. Bob and Mrs. Jean Krell, 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

• Many of our church family members and friends are experiencing health concerns. Please join me in praying 
for their healing and restoration: “loving God, I pray that you will comfort us in our suffering, lend skill to the 
hands of the healers, and bless the means used for to cure. Give each of us such confidence in the power of your 
grace, that even when we are afraid, I may put my whole trust in you; through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.” 

• Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, continued prayers for healing and strength as she continues to struggle with illness. 
You can send emails of prayers and support to: alankempf33@gmail.com; or cards and notes to Mrs. Janice 
Liepert-Kempf, 414B. South Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, WI 53073; phone number: 920.838.1830. 

 
Oh Lord, giver of life and source of our freedom, 

we are reminded by the Psalmist 
that Yours is "the earth and its fullness; 

the world and those who dwell in it." 
We know that it is from Your hand 
that we have received all we have 

and are and will be. 
Gracious and loving God, 

we understand that You call us 

to be the stewards of Your abundance, 
the caretakers of all You have entrusted to us. 

Help us always to use Your gifts wisely 
and teach us to share them generously. 

May our faithful stewardship bear witness 
to the love of Christ in our lives. 

We pray with grateful hearts, in Jesus' name. 
Amen. 

      
  

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 
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