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“Chosen, holy, dearly loved: Colossians 3:12” 
https://holytrinitychico.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Outline-Col-3.12-14-Identity.pdf 

 

Scripture reading – Col 3:12-14 

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  And over all these virtues put on love, 
which binds them all together in perfect unity.” 
 
Introduction - Next to an accurate understanding of God, an accurate understanding of yourself is 
your most important asset. Who are you? What we believe about ourselves influences at a 
subconscious level – everything we do. God wants you to be rock solid in your identity. And only one 
answer is adequate. 
 
Your New Nature – 1. “You are not now who you once were.” If you have a genuine relationship 

with Jesus Christ, you are not the same person you were before you put your trust in Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” 
2. Who are you now at the deepest, truest level? You are a child of God, an artistic masterpiece made by the master craftsman, created in Christ to do good 
things: Ephesians 2:10. That is the only adequate answer to the question: who are you? 
3. And all throughout the New Testament, God teases out the implications of what it means to be new creations remade in the image of God. 
4. I want to take the balance of our time to consider one verse: Colossians. 3:12: “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”  
 
Your New Identity - Chosen 
• “God’s chosen people” is “called out or chosen of God”. 
• What have we been chosen to do? (Ephesians 1:4-6; John 15:16; Luke 4:18-19). 
• What an honor! He has personally hand-picked you to play a critical role in the most momentous undertaking in the history of the universe; the extension of 
God’s kingdom by rescuing, one at a time, men, women and children who are not being held in captivity by a relentless enemy. 
 
2. Holy 
• You may not feel holy. But this verse isn’t talking about what you feel like. It’s describing who you are. And you are holy. 
• The word in the original language is hagios – “ritually cleansed and set apart for God’s exclusive use.” 
• In what sense are you and I holy? In two ways: 

1. First, we are holy by virtue of Christ’s righteousness given to us through “imputation.” Colossians. 1:22: “…holy in his sight, without blemish and free 
from accusation.” This is a finished work. 

2. Second, we are holy by virtue of God’s righteousness implanted in us through “impartation.” Colossains 3:3-4; 1 John 3:9: “No one who is  born of God 
will continue to sin, because God’s sperm remains in him.” 

• Why do we still sin? Ephesians 2:1-3: the world, the devil and the flesh. 
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• The best way to resist temptation is to understand that you are holy, made to live a qualitatively superior life, one of righteousness, holiness, purity and courage. 
So, when the opportunity presents itself to  compromise, I can say no to it because it isn’t consistent with my identity, my purpose, my calling. 
• Draw a line in the sand today. You are holy. Live that way. 
 
3. Dearly Loved - 
• What words would you use to describe how God feels about you right now? I’ve had the chance to ask this question of many people over the years. And most 
of them have this gnawing sense that God is displeased with them. How do you suppose someone will live with this conception of God? 
• God says you are “dearly loved,” “beloved”. This is the deepest truth about you. God feels the same way about you as He feels about Jesus! John 15:9: “As 
the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.” You might say, “but I’m not worthy!” Some things are loved because they are worthy, other things are worthy 
because they are loved. 
• I’m going to make a categorical statement: the single most important message in your universe is the unequivocal fact that God loves you personally, 
passionately and profoundly. 
• And why is it so critical that you grasp that? Because until you do, your life will be a relentless quest for the security, power, peace, joy that come only through 
a firsthand knowledge that you are deeply loved by God. 
• 1 John 4:18-19: “We need have no fear of someone who loves us perfectly; his perfect love for us eliminates all dread of what he might do to us. If we are 
afraid, it is for fear of what he might do to us and that shows us that we are not fully convinced that he really loves us.” 
• Most of us find this the hardest thing to believe. Because from our earliest days, we have tried to earn the imperfect love of our parents. 
 
A tapestry of scriptural truths: 

• Before you were born, you were special to Me. I knew you before you were conceived in your mother’s womb. With My own hands I fearfully and 
wonderfully created every detail that makes you unique. I knit together your body, soul and spirit. 

• I saw you long before you ever existed. I watched every day of your life. So, I know you. I know where you have been, where you are, and where you 
are going. 

• If only you knew the thoughts, I have toward you. Did you know My thoughts for you outnumber the grains of sand on all the beaches of  the world? 
You are the apple of My eye. When trouble approaches, I hide you in the shadow of My wings. I have even engraved you on the palms of My hands. 

• It is My love for you that makes you precious and honored in My sight. I created you for My glory, and I will never abandon what I have formed and 
made. My goodness and love will follow you every day of your life. So do not fret; I will fulfill My purpose for your life. And always remember - My 
love endures forever and ever! 

 

Take away: That’s the truth about you right now. But you must hang on to it with all your power. Life is a battle: your enemy wants to rip these truths out of 
your hands. Tell yourself constantly throughout this week: “I am chosen, holy, dearly loved.” 
 

A few good books on these themes: 

• What Jesus Wished People Knew about God by Jurgen Schulz. 

• The Ragamuffin Gospel by Brennan Manning 

• The Return of the Prodigal by Henri Nouwen 

 
With God as our Leader, may we be prepared to live another year under His guidance. 

How can we pray for you today? 
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• Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church, we are in desperate and wanting need for you to step-up and serve on the Accountable Leadership 
Board (ALB). Your church is in grave and urgent need for fresh, creative and innovative leadership. All positions of the board are open. 
Please, please contact Pastor Clarissa (847.721.1826) to discern God’s call for you to serve your church. You may not think you have the gift, 
talent, and/or time to serve, however, “If you listen to the word, but do not put it into practice you are like people who look in a mirror and 
see themselves as they are. They take a good look at themselves and then go away and at once forget what they look like. But if you look 
closely into the perfect law that sets people free, and keep on paying attention to it but put it into practice—you will be blessed by God in 
what you do.” (James 1:23-25) Good is calling you; inviting you to step forward and serve God’s church and God’s people. Will you say. 
“Yes?” We need you! 

• “I found I had less and less to say, until finally, I became silent, and began to listen. I discovered in the silence, the voice of God.” Soren Kierkegaard 
Base on many forms of church data, many churches will not exist in the next few years. FAUMC leadership has gone as far as to project that our church 
has only six to ten years of life left. As your devotedly committed and passionate Pastor and Spiritual Leader, I rebuke this death sentence. I have been 
eagerly attempting to energize the church (the people) and engage our members in a vital and relevant faith journey and discipleship. It all begins with 
serving (volunteering) God’s church and God’s people. Where are you being called to serve? How can you take the light of Christ into the dark and 
hurting world? Please join me as we lead revitalized ministries, programs, and outreach as we’re willing open to looking inward in order to have an 
outward influence that makes a difference to our community and the world. Come, where are you going to serve? 

• We extend our amazing miraculous prayers to Ms. Carol Flanders you fell and broke her leg; she is in Cedar Rehabilitation. Let’s flood her heart, mind 
and spirit with our prayers, encouragement and love. Notes and cards can be mailed to: Ms. Carol Flanders, 107 Cedar Ridge Drive #N122, West Bend 
WI 53095 

• We extend passionate love and support to Mr. John Abuya on his recent diagnosis of pancreatic cancer. Card of love and support can be sent to: Mr. 
John Abuya, 328 East Washington Street, #1, Slinger, WI 53086. 

• We extend our condolences to the family of Lucy Wagner who passed away on April 18, 2022.  She was a member since 1961.  No funeral service or 
obituary  has been provided. 

• Ms. Nelda D. Zuelsdorf passed away on Thursday, April 14, 2022. In honor of Nell’s wishes, no services was held. We extend condolences and 
sympathies to her family and friends. 

• A Celebration of Life Service was held on 23 April 2022 for Mr. Robert (Bob) Fink. We extend our deepest sympathies and condolences to his daughters, 
Ms. Jennifer and Ms. Christy, and a host of relatives and friends. We come together in grief, acknowledging our human loss. May God grant us grace, 
that in pain we may find comfort, in sorrow hope, in death resurrection. 

• Many of our church family members and friends are experiencing health concerns. Please join me in praying for their healing and restoration: “loving 
God, I pray that you will comfort us in our suffering, lend skill to the hands of the healers, and bless the means used for to cure. Give each of us such 
confidence in the power of your grace, that even when we are afraid, I may put my whole trust in you; through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.” 

• Thank you, Fifth Ave. Family, for your wonderful financial support of the late Rev. J. Paul Singh’s family through the Easter Offering. Rev. Paul brought 
a special love and joy to us in his short stay. He will truly be missed.  

• Mr. Walter Teague sends his appreciation for your cards and prayers during this medical crisis. Cards and notes can be mailed to: Mr. Walter and Ms. 
Joan Teague, 1144 West Washington Street, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Lord, you have taught us that faith as small as a mustard seed, can grow into an amazing tree. Today we give our seed of faith to Ms. Lora Santiago, 
daughter of Mr. Peter and Ms. Katie Glaser, who was diagnosed with melanoma cancer. She underwent surgery on 4 April 2022. Please continue to lift 
up prayers of healing. Your seeds of faith through cards and notes can be mailed to: Ms. Lora Santiago, C/O Ms. Katie Glaser, N166 W21211 Glencoe 
Lane, Jackson, WI 53037. 
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• We send our prayers and support to Ms. Sandy Wamser. She has returned to Wisconsin. Cards and notes of continued healing and restoration can be 
mailed to: Ms. Sandy Wamser, 3742 Pleasant Valley Road, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• We ask for your continued prayers of healing and restoration for Rev. Jean Bartlett. She will move to a nursing facility where she will start both radiation 
and chemotherapy on 21 March 2022. We’re also praying for Rev. Jon Bartlett for strength and courage. Cards and emails of comfort, healing and care 
can be sent to: Rev. Jean and Rev. Jon Bartlett, 813 Seymour Street, Waupun , WI  53963. Email address: bilojon@gmail.com 

• Thank you for your support and care of the family of Mr. Ted Meilahn on 7 March 2022 as we remembered him in love. Fair Winds and Following 
Seas, dear Shipmate. 

• Mr. William (Bill) & Mrs. Ginger Hornung would love to hear from you! Cards or notes of encouragement or “just thinking of you” can be mailed to: 
W194N16744 Eagle Dr. Room 3, Jackson, WI  53037 

• Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, continued prayers for healing and strength as she continues to struggle with illness. You can send emails of prayers and 
support to: alankempf33@gmail.com; or cards and notes to Ms. Janice Liepert-Kempf, 414B. South Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, WI 53073; phone 
number: 920.838.1830. 

• Ms. Annie Griffin, Aunt of Pastor Clarissa (Bro. Martin), still request your prayers of healing and courage. Cards and notes for promises of healing, 
restoration and encouragement and can be mailed to: Ms. Annie Griffin, 1122 Hutchinson Ferry Road, Bainbridge, GA 39819 

• We extend passionate love and support to Mr. John Abuya on his recent diagnosis of pancreatic cancer. Card of love and support can be sent to: Mr. 
John Abuya, 328 East Washington Street, #1, Slinger, WI 53086. 

• Ms. Linda Green, sister of Ms. Debra Matthies, thank you for your continued prayers for strength and courage as her cancer has returned. Cards and 
notes can be mailed to: Ms. Linda Green, c/o Ms. Debra Matthies, 1466 North 12th Avenue, West Bend, WI 53090. 

• Bro. Bob Krell, prayers for strength and healing. Please mail cards and notes of prayer and encouragement to: Bro. Bob Krell, 804 Lenora Drive, West 
Bend, WI 53090 

• Mr. Len McGinnis, Jr., cards and notes of support, cheer and well wishes for Mr. Len and Ms. Shelia McGinnis can be mailed to: 1230 Vogt Drive, 
West Bend, WI 53095 

• Ms. Trisha Funke, daughter of Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel. Cards of encouragement and prayers for continued healing and diagnosis can be sent 
to her parents: Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel, 629 Highland View Drive, West Bend WI 53095 

• Mr. Roger and Mrs. Nobi Sacia, are grateful for your prayers and cards of encouragement. Mr. Roger and Ms. Nobi, 1626 Jefferson Street, Madison WI 
53711  

• Mr. Phil Heimerl, son-in-law of Mike & Fay Lewis.  He was just diagnosed with ALS. 
 

Let us pray: As we are gathered here today in friendship and community, taking a moment out of our busy lives, to learn, share and reflect on the insights, 
experiences and wisdom of others, we are reminded of how blessed we all are. In the current world around us there are many who suffer and face grave 
challenges. We stand in solidarity with them in compassion and by practicing loving kindness to ourselves and all those around us. Let us engage in the power 
of prayer that connect us - irrespective of religion - with our beliefs and ideals more deeply helping us to hold each other in our minds as we go about our daily 
business, and helping us to develop a stronger sense of conviction. In the name of all that is good. May we all be well, happy and peaceful; may no harm come 
to us; may we all also have patience, courage, understanding, and determination to meet and overcome inevitable difficulties, problems, and failures in life. May 
all Creation be well, happy and peaceful, may no harm come to them; may they also have patience, courage, understanding, and determination to meet and 
overcome inevitable difficulties, problems, and failures in life. - Thilini Ariyachandra 
 

Your humble Pastor & Servant Leaders:  Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 

mailto:bilojon@gmail.com
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