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Do You Love Jesus? – John 21:15-19 
Jesus graciously confronts Peter's heart and reinstates him to 

feed his sheep. 
 
Have you ever felt like you messed up something so badly that you could never get it 
straightened out? Or perhaps you did something so hurtful that you felt you could not 
be forgiven for your wrong? That may have been the way that Peter felt after denying 
Jesus three times the night our Lord was arrested and put on trial. Could Peter be 
forgiven? Could be Peter used again? Turn to John 21 and we will see the answer to 
these questions and learn several important lessons to apply to our own lives. 
 
Everything in John 21:1-14 prepares us for Jesus' conversation with Peter in verses 15-

19. As we pick up the account in John 21:15, it has been about two weeks or so since Peter had denied Jesus on the night He was arrested and tried. Some 
wonderful things have happened since then, the most wonderful of course is that Jesus had conquered death, was physically resurrected and had already appeared 
to many people including to the disciples twice in Jerusalem. Jesus told them to go to Galilee where He has now met with them a third time, but the circumstances 
were not exactly ideal, for when Jesus arrived in Galilee the seven disciples that were present were not doing what they should have been doing. 
 
As we began our study of this chapter in the last sermon, Simon Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, James, John and two other disciples who are not named were back 
in Galilee (verse 2), probably at Capernaum where Peter, Andrew, James and John had their homes. They were supposed to wait there for Jesus, but Peter was 
the type of man who has to be doing something. He decided to go fishing and the rest of them joined in (vs 3). This was not a recreational fishing trip, but 
serious business. They put out in the boat and fished all night but caught nothing (verses 3-4). 
 
As it was dawning, they heard a man on shore ask them, “Children, you do not have any fish, do you?” Jesus was the man asking them that question, but they 
did not recognize Him since they were about 100 yards off shore (Verses 4-5). The question was not an open inquiry to how they had done, but was instead 
phrased in a way that expected a negative answer. It was a question designed to point out the reality of their failure to catch anything. They answered the stranger 
with a simple, “no,” and then the stranger told them to throw their nets on the right side of the boat and they would find a catch (verse 6). We do not know 
why they took this stranger’s advice, but they did so and caught a very large catch they could not haul in (verse 7). 
 
It is at this point that John realizes that this stranger was Jesus. This is nearly identical to the miracle that Jesus had performed when He first called Peter, 
Andrew, James and John to be His disciples (Luke 5). Peter, being a man of action, jumps into the sea and swims to shore. Peter is characterized by wanting to 
be with Jesus. The rest of the disciples brought in the boat hauling the large catch of fish behind them (verses 7-8). 
 
When they had reached the shore, they found that Jesus was cooking them breakfast of fish and bread on a charcoal fire. I pointed out last week that it there 
was only one fish on the fire (verse 9) and they all ate breakfast from that one fish (verse 13). It is likely that there was a miracle of multiplication of food here 
similar to that which occurred when Jesus fed the 5,000 and the 4,000. This breakfast and the large catch of fish were the evidence that Jesus would provide for 
His disciples. They were not to worry about the cares of this world. They were to be Jesus’ servants and He would provide for them. The same is still true for 
us. Jesus wants us to seek first His kingdom and righteousness, and His promise is that He will meet our needs. He wants our focus of attention to be on Him, 
not on the things of this world (Matthew 6). (See: Waiting on Jesus) 
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What Depth of Love? – John 21:15-17 
 
Breakfast was now finished, but the Lord still had some business to finish with Peter. There is still the matter of his boasting and then denial on the night Jesus 
was arrested. Was Peter still qualified to be one of the leaders among Jesus’ followers? Starting in verse 15, Jesus asks Peter a series of three questions to pull 
out what was in Peter’s heart, and then Jesus makes three statements about the responsibility that Jesus was entrusting to Peter. 
 
15 So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus ^said to Simon Peter, “Simon, [son] of John, do you love Me more than these?” He ^said to Him, “Yes, Lord; 
You know that I love You.” He ^said to him, “Tend My lambs.” 16 He ^said to him again a second time, “Simon, [son] of John, do you love Me?” He ^said 
to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He ^said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” 17 He ^said to him the third time, “Simon, [son] of John, do you 
love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love 
You. “Jesus ^said to him, “Tend My sheep. 
 
This is one of those passages in which the English translation does not bring out the impact that is in the Greek because two different Greek words, ajgapavw /agapa and filevw /phileo, 
in the text are generally translated as the same English word, “love.” The NASB footnotes this, and the translations by Weymouth, Darby and Young do make a distinction, but even 
they do not make a distinction between the two Greek words which are both translated as “know” (oi]da /oida and ginowvskw /ginosk ). https://www.gracebibleny.org/do-you-love-jesus-john-

2115-19 

 
In each of these questions, Jesus addresses Peter as “Simon.” Some have suggested that Jesus used this specific name for him in order to call attention to his 
backsliding into his old way of life. Perhaps that could be true, for Jesus had just caught Simon fishing for fish instead of men. However, Jesus usually addressed 
him as “Simon” (Matthew 16:17; 17:25; Mark 14:37; Luke 7:40; 22:31; John 1:42; 21:15,16,17) instead of Peter (Luke 22:34; John 1:42), so simply the use of the 
name, “Simon,” is not definitive to bring that conclusion. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. What does Peter promise in John 13:37 and Mark 14:31? What is Peter's confidence based on according to Matt 26:33, Mark 14:29, and John 13:37? Asked 
another way, who and what is Peter boasting in? 
2. Yet, what do we know from John 18:17-18 and 25-27? We are always far less perfect than we think we are; the question for Peter and for us is, do we know 
and believe that? Though agonizing, Jesus takes Peter to the depths of his heart in order to point him to the heights of God's grace. 
3. What encouragement and good news is found in Jesus' conversation with Peter? Is Jesus only concerned with humiliating Peter and pointing out his failure? 
What else is Jesus doing in this text? 
4. One of the problems Peter faced was comparing himself to other disciples (i.e., they may fall away, but I will not in Matt 26:33). What dangers exist in 
comparing ourselves to others? What does Jesus teach Peter about who he must rightly compare himself to and where he must look for his identity, meaning, 
and significance? Why is this so important before he commissions Peter? 
5. Does Peter learn the lesson Jesus taught him? Read 1 Peter 5:1-7. What does Peter say that sounds familiar to Jesus' confrontation and instruction in John 
21:15-19? What is significant about the phrase "as a fellow elder" coming from the lips of Peter? How does he encourage elders to lead in verses 2-3? What 
does Peter say about pride in verses 5-7? 
 

With God as our Leader, may we be prepared to live another year under His guidance. 
How can we pray for you today? 
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• Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church, we are in desperate and wanting need for you to step-up and serve on the Accountable Leadership 
Board (ALB). Your church is in grave and urgent need for fresh, creative and innovative leadership. All positions of the board are open. 
Please, please contact Pastor Clarissa (847.721.1826) to discern God’s call for you to serve your church. You may not think you have the gift, 
talent, and/or time to serve, however, “If you listen to the word, but do not put it into practice you are like people who look in a mirror and 
see themselves as they are. They take a good look at themselves and then go away and at once forget what they look like. But if you look 
closely into the perfect law that sets people free, and keep on paying attention to it but put it into practice—you will be blessed by God in 
what you do.” (James 1:23-25) Good is calling you; inviting you to step forward and serve God’s church and God’s people. Will you say. 
“Yes?” We need you! 

• “I found I had less and less to say, until finally, I became silent, and began to listen. I discovered in the silence, the voice of God.” Soren Kierkegaard 
Base on many forms of church data, many churches will not exist in the next few years. FAUMC leadership has gone as far as to project that our church 
has only six to ten years of life left. As your devotedly committed and passionate Pastor and Spiritual Leader, I rebuke this death sentence. I have been 
eagerly attempting to energize the church (the people) and engage our members in a vital and relevant faith journey and discipleship. It all begins with 
serving (volunteering) God’s church and God’s people. Where are you being called to serve? How can you take the light of Christ into the dark and 
hurting world? Please join me as we lead revitalized ministries, programs, and outreach as we’re willing open to looking inward in order to have an 
outward influence that makes a difference to our community and the world. Come, where are you going to serve? 

• We extend passionate love and support to Mr. John Abuya on his recent diagnosis of pancreatic cancer. Card of love and support can be sent to: Mr. 
John Abuya, 328 East Washington Street, #1, Slinger, WI 53086. 

• A Celebration of Life Service was held on 23 April 2022 for Mr. Robert (Bob) Fink. We extend our deepest sympathies and condolences to his daughters, 
Ms. Jennifer and Ms. Christy, and a host of relatives and friends. We come together in grief, acknowledging our human loss. May God grant us grace, 
that in pain we may find comfort, in sorrow hope, in death resurrection. 

• Many of our church family members and friends are experiencing health concerns. Please join me in praying for their healing and restoration: “loving 
God, I pray that you will comfort us in our suffering, lend skill to the hands of the healers, and bless the means used for to cure. Give each of us such 
confidence in the power of your grace, that even when we are afraid, I may put my whole trust in you; through our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.” 

• Thank you, Fifth Ave. Family, for your wonderful financial support of the late Rev. J. Paul Singh’s family through the Easter Offering. Rev. Paul brought 
a special love and joy to us in his short stay. He will truly be missed.  

• Mr. Walter Teague sends his appreciation for your cards and prayers during this medical crisis. Cards and notes can be mailed to: Mr. Walter and Ms. 
Joan Teague, 1144 West Washington Street, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Lord, you have taught us that faith as small as a mustard seed, can grow into an amazing tree. Today we give our seed of faith to Ms. Lora Santiago, 
daughter of Mr. Peter and Ms. Katie Glaser, who was diagnosed with melanoma cancer. She underwent surgery on 4 April 2022. Please continue to lift 
up prayers of healing. Your seeds of faith through cards and notes can be mailed to: Ms. Lora Santiago, C/O Ms. Katie Glaser, N166 W21211 Glencoe 
Lane, Jackson, WI 53037. 

• We send our prayers and support to Ms. Sandy Wamser. She has returned to Wisconsin. Cards and notes of continued healing and restoration can be 
mailed to: Ms. Sandy Wamser, 3742 Pleasant Valley Road, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• We ask for your continued prayers of healing and restoration for Rev. Jean Bartlett. She will move to a nursing facility where she will start both radiation 
and chemotherapy on 21 March 2022. We’re also praying for Rev. Jon Bartlett for strength and courage. Cards and emails of comfort, healing and care 
can be sent to: Rev. Jean and Rev. Jon Bartlett, 813 Seymour Street, Waupun , WI  53963. Email address: bilojon@gmail.com 

• Thank you for your support and care of the family of Mr. Ted Meilahn on 7 March 2022 as we remembered him in love. Fair Winds and Following 
Seas, dear Shipmate. 

mailto:bilojon@gmail.com
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• Mr. William (Bill) & Mrs. Ginger Hornung would love to hear from you! Cards or notes of encouragement or “just thinking of you” can be mailed to: 
W194N16744 Eagle Dr. Room 3, Jackson, WI  53037 

• Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, continued prayers for healing and strength as she continues to struggle with illness. You can send emails of prayers and 
support to: alankempf33@gmail.com; or cards and notes to Ms. Janice Liepert-Kempf, 414B. South Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, WI 53073; phone 
number: 920.838.1830. 

• Ms. Annie Griffin, Aunt of Pastor Clarissa (Bro. Martin), still request your prayers of healing and courage. Cards and notes for promises of healing, 
restoration and encouragement and can be mailed to: Ms. Annie Griffin, 1122 Hutchinson Ferry Road, Bainbridge, GA 39819 

• We extend passionate love and support to Mr. John Abuya on his recent diagnosis of pancreatic cancer. Card of love and support can be sent to: Mr. 
John Abuya, 328 East Washington Street, #1, Slinger, WI 53086. 

• Ms. Linda Green, sister of Ms. Debra Matthies, thank you for your continued prayers for strength and courage as her cancer has returned. Cards and 
notes can be mailed to: Ms. Linda Green, c/o Ms. Debra Matthies, 1466 North 12th Avenue, West Bend, WI 53090. 

• Bro. Bob Krell, prayers for strength and healing. Please mail cards and notes of prayer and encouragement to: Bro. Bob Krell, 804 Lenora Drive, West 
Bend, WI 53090 

• Mr. Len McGinnis, Jr., cards and notes of support, cheer and well wishes for Mr. Len and Ms. Shelia McGinnis can be mailed to: 1230 Vogt Drive, 
West Bend, WI 53095 

• Ms. Trisha Funke, daughter of Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel. Cards of encouragement and prayers for continued healing and diagnosis can be sent 
to her parents: Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel, 629 Highland View Drive, West Bend WI 53095 

• Mr. Roger and Mrs. Nobi Sacia, are grateful for your prayers and cards of encouragement. Mr. Roger and Ms. Nobi, 1626 Jefferson Street, Madison WI 
53711  

• Mr. Phil Heimerl, son-in-law of Mike & Fay Lewis.  He was diagnosed with ALS. 
 

 

Let us pray:  
 
Gracious God, I call on you right now in a special way. It is through your power that I was created. Every breath I take, every morning I wake, and every 
moment of every hour, I live under your power. I ask you now to touch me with that same power. For if you created me from nothing, you can certainly 
recreate me. Fill me with the healing power of your spirit. Cast out anything that should not be in me. Mend what is broken. Root out any unproductive cells. 
Open any blocked arteries or veins and rebuild any damaged areas. Remove all inflammation and cleanse any infection. Let the warmth of your healing love 
pass through my body to make new any unhealthy areas so that my body will function the way you created it to function. Restore me to full health in mind and 
body so that I may serve you the rest of my life. In Jesus precious name, amen. 
 

Your humble Pastor & Servant Leaders, 
 
 

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 
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