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Worth It 
“Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.  There 
they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him.  Mary took a pound 
of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with 

the fragrance of the perfume.  But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said,  why was this perfume not sold for three 
hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?  He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse 
and used to steal what was put into it.  Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial.  You always have the poor 
with you, but you do not always have me." - John 12:1-8 
 
Then Mary took a pound of perfume, pure and expensive nard, anointed Jesus’s feet, and wiped his feet with her hair. Mary held the value of Jesus 
so high that she wasn't concerned about what it cost her, what it looked like to others, or what people might say about her behavior towards Jesus. Do you 
relate to Mary's unabashed affection for Jesus? If so, what are some judgements or misconceptions you've suffered as a result? If not, what are some things 
that might be keeping you from this type of affection? 
"Why wasn’t this perfume sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” Judas had a very 
different perspective and value of Jesus than Mary did. Why do you think the one who betrays Jesus is 
more concerned with financial wastefulness than lavish affection? What does this reveal about his heart? 
“Leave her alone; she has kept it for the day of my burial." The perfume that Mary used could have 
had such a potent scent that Jesus could still smell it as he was preparing for his death. Love as strong as 
Mary's stuck with our Savior. Why do you think Jesus defended Mary's "waste" instead of Judas' point of 
"stewardship" in this context? 
"Mary valued Jesus and her interactions with Jesus reflected the value she placed on him." In 
what ways do your interactions with Jesus reflect the value you do or not place on him? What have you 
"wasted" in love for Jesus lately? 
“Judas was picked, given power, and in proximity to Jesus.” Judas had a front row seat to miracles 
and to Jesus' revolutionary teaching and still betrayed Jesus. How can Judas' identity of "picked, powerful, 
and in proximity" warn us against "playing church"? Have you ever been tempted to take inventory of 
your position or popularity in the church and considered that God's stamp of approval? 
"You are invited to calculate and consider the cost of following Jesus." Have you ever calculated or considered what it should cost you to follow Jesus? 
In what ways have you found Jesus to be worth what it has cost? Are there areas of your life where your affection for Jesus isn't in alignment with the worth 
you say you place on him? 
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DAY 30| Thursday of the Fourth Week of Lent 
Read Matthew 21:1-9. Read the passage again. Be aware of what stands out to you. Read the passage a third time. You’re in the city today...ancient Jerusalem. 
Imagine yourself there. What does it look like? What does it smell like? You’re in the crowd. You hear the murmuring of the crowd. He is coming … Jesus of 
Nazareth … could he be the Messiah? Feel the excitement. These people need a Savior. Do I need a Savior? What do I need to be saved from? Back to the 
image. He’s coming. Riding on a donkey. Nobody rides a donkey to Passover … except the Messiah. The crowd trembles. The excitement is overwhelming. 
You cry out with the crowd: “Hosanna! Save us, please!” He’s getting close. He stops. He looks you in the eye. “What do you want me to do for you?” What 
do you feel? What do you desire? How do you express them to Jesus? Tell Him your feelings. Tell Him your desires. Now take 5 minutes in silence to listen for 
His response and write down anything you perceive God to possibly be communicating to you. Is He speaking through your thoughts? Your feelings? Your 
desires? 
 
DAY 31 | Friday of the Fourth Week of Lent 
Whew! What a day yesterday! The Messiah came into His city! What’s he going to do next? You hear that He’s headed to the Temple today … now. Imagine 
yourself in the scene. You run to the Temple to see Jesus! Read Mark 11:15-19. Read the passage a second time. Imagine yourself in the scene. You see it. You 
hear Him. Be aware of what sticks out to you? What do you feel, think, or desire? Tell Him. Be raw. Be honest. Now take some time in silence to listen for His 
response and write down anything you perceive God to possibly be communicating to you. Is He speaking through your thoughts? Your feelings? Your desires? 
 
DAY 32 | Saturday of the Fourth Week of Lent 
Read Matthew 26, 1-5, 14-16. Read the passage again. Think about those times when you are tempted, especially if you have a temptation to which you often 
put up a fight. What are the 30 pieces of silver which the enemy holds out to you? What illusion of fleeting pleasure does the false spirit present? Go back to 
Rules 12, 13 and 14. Read these rules again and take some time in silence. How might Jesus be inviting you to fight against this temptation right now? 
 
DAY 33 | Fifth Sunday of Lent 
What do you want? Why have you chosen to take this 40-day journey? How do you want to be different on Easter than you are today? Remember your answer 
from the beginning of our 40 days. Remembering your why, make a repetition today. Flip back through your journal. Of all of your prayer times over these past 
33 days, what is one which stands out to you. Ask God if He wants to take you deeper or if He wants to gift you with another insight. Take some time in silence 
to be with God in the midst of His blessings. 
 
DAY 34 | Monday of the Fifth Week of Lent 
Read Luke 22:39-46. Read the passage a second time. Imagine yourself there … in the garden … with Jesus. Reflect on your own life. Have there been times in 
your life where you were in the “olive press” … where you endured great suffering? How do you feel when you think back upon that time? Or maybe you are 
in such a time right now? Have you ever brought those feelings to Jesus? Tell Him your sufferings. Tell Him your feelings. Ask for relief. Now take some time 
in silence to listen for His response and write down anything you perceive God to possibly be communicating to you. Do you perceive Him to be speaking 
through your thoughts? Your feelings? Your desires? 
 
DAY 35 | Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Lent 
Re-read Ephesians 2:4 - 10. Read the passage a second time. Be aware of what stands out to you. Read the part which stands out to you a third time. What do 
you feel? What do you think? What do you desire? Tell God what’s going on in your head and your heart, then take 5 minutes in silence to listen for His 
response. Write down anything you perceive God to possibly be communicating to you. Is He speaking through your thoughts? Your feelings? Your desires? 
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DAY 36 | Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Lent 
Flip back through your notes from the past week. What stood out to you from your prayer? Where does it seem like God has spoken? Remember that experience. 
Go back there. Ask God if He wants to take you deeper or if He wants to gift you with another insight. 
 

With God as our Leader, may we be prepared to live another year under His guidance. 
How can we pray for you today? 

 

• Mr. Walter Teague had unexpected hernia surgery, but became septic (bacteria in the blood). Ms. Joan (wife) is urgently and humbly asking for your 
sincerest prayers and support for miraculous healing during this medical crisis. Cards and notes can be mailed to: Mr. Walter and Ms. Joan Teague, 1144 
West Washington Street, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Lord, you have taught us that faith as small as a mustard seed, can grow into an amazing tree. Today we give our seed of faith to Ms. Lora Santiago, 
daughter of Mr. Peter and Ms. Katie Glaser, who has been diagnosed with melanoma cancer. She will undergo surgery to remove the melanoma on       
4 April 2022. We ask by faith that You would bring healing from this cancer. We also lift  up prayers of strength and courage for Ms. Lora’s husband, 
Victor, and son Adrian. Please flood Ms. Lora with your seeds of faith through cards and notes that can be mailed to: Ms. Lora Santiago, C/O Ms. 
Katie Glaser, N166 W21211 Glencoe Lane, Jackson, WI 53037. 

• It is with deep sadness that I share the passing of Rev. J. Paul Singh (India). We hosted Rev. Paul in October 2019 who was in America to attend a 
Spiritual Formation retreat and seminar at the Siena Retreat Center, Racine, WI. He preached the Good News of the Gospel for UMW Sunday and 
participated in our Halloween and Trunk & Treat activities. Rev. Paul brought a special love and joy to us in his short stay. He will truly be missed. I 
will share further information soon. 

• After an intense battle with cancer, Mr. Robert (Bob) Fink passed away. Memorial details are pending. We extend our deepest sympathies and 
condolences to his daughters, Ms. Jennifer and Ms. Christy, and a host of relatives and friends. We come together in grief, acknowledging our human 
loss. May God grant us grace, that in pain we may find comfort, in sorrow hope, in death resurrection. 

• We send our prayers and care to Ms. Sandy Wamser. Ms. Sandy suffered a stroke while vacationing in Arizona. She is going through therapy and testing; 
she is usable to travel back to Wisconsin at this time. At this time, we do not have an address to mail cards and notes. Ms. Sandy’s cell number is 
262.343.5444. PLEASE DO NOT CALL HER, but you may text her with prayers and words of encouragement.  

• We ask for your continued prayers of healing and restoration for Rev. Jean Bartlett. She will move to a nursing facility where she will start both radiation 
and chemotherapy on 21 March 2022. We’re also praying for Rev. Jon Bartlett for strength and courage. Cards and emails of comfort, healing and care 
can be sent to: Rev. Jean and Rev. Jon Bartlett, 813 Seymour Street, Waupun , WI  53963. Email address: bilojon@gmail.com 

• We extend our deepest and passionate condolences to Mr. John Abuya and Family on the passing of his beloved bride and our precious Sister, Ms. 
Sandy Abuya. Card of love and support can be sent to: Mr. John Abuya, 328 East Washington Street, #1, Slinger, WI 53086. 

• Thank you for your support and care of the family of Mr. Ted Meilahn on 7 March 2022 as we remembered him in love. Fair Winds and Following 
Seas, dear Shipmate. 

• We send our caring and loving prayers to Mr. Brett Barnett as he continues to heals from shoulder surgery. Cards and notes can be mailed to: Mr. Brett 
and Mary Barnett, 932 Hillcrest Street, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Mr. Robert and Ms. Nancy Whitson. They’re at home now. Please send your cards of healing and encouragement to: Mr. Robert and Ms. Nancy 
Whitson, 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Continued prayers of healing are extended to Ms. Bev Vogel who broke her left wrist. Correspondence can be mailed to: Ms. Bev Vogel, 125 Cedar 
Ridge Drive, #S143, West Bend, WI  53095. 

mailto:bilojon@gmail.com
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• Mr. William (Bill) & Mrs. Ginger Hornung would love to hear from you! Cards or notes of encouragement or “just thinking of you” can be mailed to: 
W194N16744 Eagle Dr. Room 3, Jackson, WI  53037 

• Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, continued prayers for healing and strength as she continues to struggle with illness. You can send emails of prayers and 
support to: alankempf33@gmail.com; or cards and notes to Ms. Janice Liepert-Kempf, 414B. South Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, WI 53073; phone 
number: 920.838.1830. 

• Ms. Annie Griffin, Aunt of Pastor Clarissa (Bro. Martin), still request your prayers of healing and courage. Cards and notes for promises of healing, 
restoration and encouragement and can be mailed to: Ms. Annie Griffin, 1122 Hutchinson Ferry Road, Bainbridge, GA 39819 

• Fifth Avenue UMC’s Laity, Accountable Leadership Board ALB). To God be the glory, great things He has done! Lord in your mercy, please hear our 
prayer. 

• Ms. Linda Green, sister of Ms. Debra Matthies, thank you for your prayers for strength and courage as her cancer has returned. Cards and notes can be 
mailed to: Ms. Linda Green, c/o Ms. Debra Matthies, 1466 North 12th Avenue, West Bend, WI 53090. 

• Bro. Bob Krell, prayers for strength and healing. Please mail cards and notes of prayer and encouragement to: Bro. Bob Krell, 804 Lenora Drive, West 
Bend, WI 53090 

• Mr. Len McGinnis, Jr., cards and notes of support, cheer and well wishes for Mr. Len and Ms. Shelia McGinnis can be mailed to: 1230 Vogt Drive, 
West Bend, WI 53095 

• Ms. Trisha Funke, daughter of Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel. Cards of encouragement and prayers for continued healing and diagnosis can be sent 
to her parents: Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel, 629 Highland View Drive, West Bend WI 53095 

• Mr. Roger and Mrs. Nobi Sacia, are grateful for your prayers and cards of encouragement. Mr. Roger and Ms. Nobi, 1626 Jefferson Street, Madison WI 
53711  

• Mr. Phil Heimerl, son-in-law of Mike & Fay Lewis.  He was just diagnosed with ALS. 
 

 

Let us pray: Ever giving God: 
 
You who provide for us in so many ways that we cannot begin to even count them, we are here in your presence again this week looking for answers to the 
questions that challenge our lives.  How is it that those who we love become ill and frail?  How can we manage the simple everyday details of living that seem 
to elude our control? We pray that those in our circle experience joy and success in their life journey, but it doesn’t always happen that way.  And so we bring 
these questions, these life challenges to you, and place them at your feet with a prayer that our lives might be turned around through our faith in You, that we 
might finally find peace and hope. Give us grace as we approach You, that we might be uplifted by your presence.  Just as Mary was reassured by the words of 
Jesus as she anointed his feet with oil, so we find comfort in your constant presence in your creation that surrounds us.  Your love for us is like a sweet perfume 
that is always there for us, filling our lives and sustaining us in our times of trouble. Uphold us this day we ask, O Lord, and in the days ahead.  Accept these 
gifts we return as our thanks for your generosity towards us.  Enter our lives that we might see your hands holding us up even in times that seem difficult and 
without direction. For we know that You are our God, and that Your Son came to save us and keep us whole.  And for this we sing our praise to You today. 
Amen. 
 

Your humble Pastor & Servant Leaders, 
 
 

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 
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