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Grace upon Grace  
 

Devotionals for 2-8 January 2022 
 

John 1:(1-9), 10-18 
 

Grace and  Peace  to you from God our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer!  
 
The Advent-Christmas-Epiphany season is often experienced as time folding in on itself. We 
visit the age-old story of a baby born in a manger with familiar songs, family traditions, and 
foods that help us celebrate. Still, we experience each retelling anew as we come to this time 
with another year in our rearview mirror and with it an awareness of things lost, things found, 
and things realized. So, we come home, back to our familiar beginning of the Christian year, 
older, wiser, and maybe more hopeful and thankful for what God has provided and where 
God is leading us in a new season. 
 
“Come Home for Christmas” is an invitation to start over while also remembering who we are. It’s an invitation to a banquet 
feast with a table of grace filled to overflowing. It’s an invitation to remember what we’ve been through and remember that 
no matter what, God calls us to come home, where we are cherished and loved. Coming home invokes a sense of familiarity 
and knowing what to expect. Balancing that with some fresh renditions of God’s story will enhance everyone’s experience 
this season! 
 
This week can be a continuation of last week; the Christmastide desire to hold on to the hope of Christmas. Except this week, 
we go from a position of strength and not of loss. Instead of focusing on the cloud, we look to the light. Light is the dominant 
image this week. Consider how you will share the light, offer the light to those who worship with you this week.  
 
“For from Christ’s fullness we have all received, grace upon grace” (John 1:16, ESV). The NASB translates the verse the same 
way. The NIV translates the verse “Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given.” 
 
Christ (the Word) is the focus of John chapter 1. In verse 14 we read, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” The fact that Jesus was “full of grace 
and truth” is the key concept addressed in verses 16–17. Verse 15 is a parenthetical aside. To get a better understanding of 
the force of John’s argument, we can read verses 14 and 16–17 together, without verse 15: 
 
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth. . . . For from his fullness, we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.” 
 
Jesus is full of grace, and John says that, from that fullness, we (John, his original readers, and the rest of us who have trusted 
in Christ) have received grace and more grace. One hallmark of any interaction with Jesus is grace. Christians receive grace 
and then more grace—grace served on top of grace—grace and then, in place of that, more grace. The point is that Christ is 
full of grace, and those who know Him get showered with grace. 
 
The Amplified Bible translates John 1:16 this way: “Out of His fullness [the superabundance of His grace and truth] we have 
all received grace upon grace [spiritual blessing upon spiritual blessing, favor upon favor, and gift heaped upon gift].” What’s 
abundantly clear is that, when we come to Christ, He dishes out grace in heaping, huge servings. 
 
In John 1:17 Christ is contrasted with Moses and the law. Of course, the law and God’s dealings with Israel did involve grace 
and truth, but the emphasis was more on obedience and punishment. In the New Testament, law is often contrasted with 
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grace. The law emphasized God’s divine standards and the inability of fallen mankind to meet them, while grace rescues fallen 
humanity from deserved punishment. The law pinpoints the problem, and grace fixes the problem. 
 
Romans 5:20–21 says the same thing in a slightly different way: “The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. 
But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through 
righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”. 
 
Grace was birthed in heart of God and began weaving its legacy throughout the Old Testament and into the New Testament. 
Jesus came into the world as Son of God, to make Him known to us in ways that were not yet fully known (John 1:17). For 
without this gift, the wages of our sins were death. So, Jesus took our place on the cross. He died a sinner’s death, paying for 
our sins. When there was no way, Jesus made a way. Jesus saved us through the gift of grace—a gift that cannot be paid back. 
Ephesians 2:8 says, “For by grace are you saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves.” 
 
What Is the Meaning of 'Grace upon Grace'? 
 
John 1:16 says, “Out of his fullness we have all received grace in a place of grace already given.” In other words, grace upon 
grace. This passage tells us that Jesus’ fullness is the never-ending source of grace. Let’s break down this verse: 
 
“Out of His Fullness…” 
 
Whatever we have in Jesus, it comes from His fullness in God. Through this relationship, He is full of grace and truth (John 
1:14). We are incomplete without Christ.  He is the Word of God in flesh. He revealed our heavenly father to us. Through 
Jesus, we have all we could ever need. He is our infinite source of grace and truth. 
 
“…we have all received grace” 
 
If you’re alive and living on this planet, you have already benefited from God’s grace and goodness. Every sinner, saint, 
atheist, agnostic, and doubter have all received His gifts of through being alive, witnessing God’s hand-painted sunsets, the 
breath in their lungs, or the love of a parent. Everyone has benefited from the goodness in this world that God not only 
created but provided. 
 
Matthew 5:45 says, “He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” 
All have received the grace of life. 
 
“…in a place of grace already given.” 
 
Jesus died for our sins so that we can live in Him and through Him. God sent His one and only son as a perfect sacrifice to 
take our place on the cross. This is the gift of salvation. The gift of undeserving grace. Before Jesus there was only the law, 
John 1:17 says that “the law was given through Moses.” The law was given to the Israelites but it did not truly make us free 
nor did we have complete communion with God. But then Jesus arrived on the scene making the law of Moses more like the 
“ministry of death” (2 Corinthians 3:7). Because of Jesus, we have received grace upon grace that was already given. On top 
of salvation, God continues to bless us every day with new mercies out of the riches of his glory (Ephesians 3:16). His ultimate 
goal is that we enjoy the glory we have in Jesus! John 17:24 shows us Jesus is praying for us, “Father, I desire that they also, 
whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before 
the foundation of the world.” 
 
A Meditation for New Beginnings 
 
What new beginning are you experiencing? A new job? A move to a new city? A new year? God is with us in our transitions. 
New beginnings are the best time to reflect on where we’ve come from and move into the future with a joyful hope. 
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This meditation may be helpful for life transitions or milestones, or even at the beginning of a new year. If you feel ready to 
push the reset button and start afresh, sit and pray with this meditation. 
 
New beginnings do not just happen at the beginning of a new year. They can occur with a romantic breakup, a move to a 
new city, a new job, a new child, or another life event. What new beginning am I experiencing now? How am I feeling at this 
point?  
 
“Forget about what’s happened; don’t keep going over old history. Be alert, be present. I’m about to do something brand-
new. It’s bursting out! Don’t you see it? There it is! I’m making a road through the desert, rivers in the badlands.” (Isaiah 
43:18-19) 
 
The stories in scripture show time and time again that God offers people a new beginning, another chance for great things. 
God frees the oppressed, Jesus heals and restores, and the Holy Spirit imbues new life. 
 
Selfhood - When we’re in a new situation, at the beginning of a new year, or in a new state of mind it’s natural to make 
resolutions. But in those resolutions are we staying true to ourselves or trying to be someone different? When Jesus offers 
someone a new beginning, he’s simply calling them to be themselves, their best selves. Can I claim my selfhood, my own 
identity, loved and given by God? 
 
Attachments and Hopes - Sometimes new beginnings are chances to take a look at the things we’re holding onto. Saint 
Ignatius speaks of so-called “disordered attachments”, things we’re attached to that are not helpful to growing closer to God 
and our True Self. We need to get rid of those things. Are there any things that I can get rid of at this point in my life, things 
unhelpful to my journey? What do I need to let go of? At this new beginning, what are your hopes? 
 
Friendship - Friendships can be very important to new beginnings. They may help us in our transition or they may help 
encourage us to awaken dreams. Who are my friends who can help me in my journey forward? 
 
It’s also important to consider our friendship with God who meets us wherever we are. When we look back on a past year or 
past relationship or past situation, we may nostalgically long to return to that place. But the graces of those times and the 
memories of the past can come with us. And God, most importantly, is never left behind. God moves with us from the 
present moment into the future, into new and hopeful beginnings. 
 
The verse from Isaiah says that God is going to do something “brand-new”. What brand new thing is God doing for me 
now? 
 
Let us start our new beginning with a prayer attributed to St Teresa of Avila and St Thérèse of Lisieux: 
 

May today there be peace within. 
May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be. 
May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith. 

May you use those gifts that you have received, and pass on the love that has been given to you. 
May you be confident knowing you are a child of God. 

Let this presence settle into your bones, and allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and love. 
It is there for each and every one of us. 

 

With God as our Leader, may we be prepared to live another year under His guidance. 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

You're Not Alone, Let Us Pray with You & For You 
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• Fifth Avenue UMC’s Laity, Accountable Leadership Board ALB). As of 1 January 2022, we do not have a Chair for 
our Accountable Leadership Board. We cannot proceed with the ministry of Fifth Ave. UMC without an ALB chair. 
We are praying ceasing that a Leader will come forward. Lord in your mercy, please hear our prayer. 

• Praise God! Mr. Ted Meilahn, has returned home. The blessings continue as his brother has moved from Illinois to 
Wisconsin to care for him. It is truly wonderful when relatives live together in peace. (Psalm 133:1) Please send cards 
or notes of joy and encouragement to: Mr. Ted Meilahn, 1085 Fond du Lac Avenue, Box 23, Kewaskum, WI 53040. 
He would also appreciate a phone call: 262-626-2535. 

• We send up consistence prayers of miraculous healing for our Lay Leader, Mr. Dale Zarling, as he recovers from 
spinal surgery done on 15 December 2021. Please send cards of support and restoration to him and his wife, Ms. Rita, 
to: Mr. Dale and Ms. Rita Zarling, 5464 Moraine Drive, E., West Bend, WI 53095. 

• Ms. Linda Green, sister of Ms. Debra Matthies, needs our prayers for strength and courage as her cancer has returned. 
Cards and notes to let Ms. Linda know we are present in this journey can be mailed to: Ms. Linda Green, c/o Ms. 
Debra Matthies, 1466 North 12th Avenue, West Bend, WI 53090. 

• Bro. Bob Krell, prayers for strength and healing. Please mail cards and notes of prayer and encouragement to: Bro. 
Bob Krell, 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

• Mr. Len McGinnis, Jr., was recently hospitalized for cardiac concerns. After heart procedures and changes in 
medication he has returned home. Cards and notes of cheer and well wishes for Mr. Len and Ms. Shelia McGinnis 
can be mailed to: 1230 Vogt Drive, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Ms. Trisha Funke, daughter of Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel. Ms. Trisha has returned home and is discerning her 
return to her vocation as a teacher. Ms. Trishia is still awaiting further diagnosis. Cards of encouragement and prayers 
for continued healing and diagnosis can be sent to her parents: Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel, 629 Highland View 
Drive, West Bend WI 53095 

• Mr. Roger Sacia, is requesting prayers for healing; Mrs. Nobi Sacia words of encouragement and prayers for healing.  
Mr. Roger and Ms. Nobi have permanently relocated to Madison with their daughter. Their new address is: 1626 
Jefferson Street, Madison WI 53711  

• Mr. William (Bill) & Mrs. Ginger Hornung would love to hear from you! Cards or notes of encouragement or “just 
thinking of you” can be mailed to: W194N16744 Eagle Dr. Room 3, Jackson, WI  53037 

• Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, continued healing; alankempf33@gmail.com; 414B. South Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, 
WI 53073; phone number: 920.838.1830.  

• Ms. Nancy Whitson, healing and strength; 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Phil Heimerl, son-in-law of Mike & Fay Lewis.  He was just diagnosed with ALS. 
 

Psalm 51:12 says, “Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.” 
 

I am the New Year. I am an unspoiled page in your book of time. 
I am your next chance at the art of living. 

I am your opportunity to practice what you have learned about life during the last twelve months. 
All that you sought and didn't find is hidden in me, waiting for you to search it but with more determination. 
All the good that you tried for and didn't achieve is mine to grant when you have fewer conflicting desires. 

All that you dreamed but didn't dare to do, all that you hoped but did not will, all the faith that you claimed but did not 
have-these slumber lightly, waiting to be awakened by the touch of a strong purpose. 

I am your opportunity to renew your allegiance to Him who said, "Behold, I make all things new." 
 

Your humble Pastor & Servant Leaders,  
 

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 
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