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First Sunday of Advent - 

“When Everything Is Wrong” 
 

Devotionals for 28-30 November & 1-4 December 2021 
 

Get ready for our new sermon and study series for the season of 
advent! 
 
Beginning November 28! We will be using the book, "The Heart 
That Grew Three Sizes – Finding Faith In The Story Of The 

Grinch," by UMC pastor and author Matt Rawle. 
 
In this study, we will be examining the Dr. Seuss classic, "How the Grinch Stole Christmas!" and learning from the journey of the 
Grinch as he comes to understand that Christmas doesn't come from a store, but means a little bit more!  Rediscover the gift of 
Advent that comes without packages, ribbons and bows. This week’s Scriptures: 
 
Matthew 2:6~The Voice 
But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
        are no poor relation— 
    For from your people will come a Ruler 
        who will be the shepherd of My people Israel. 

 
Isaiah 61:1-2~The Voice 
61 The Spirit of the Lord, the Eternal, is on me. 
    The Lord has appointed me for a special purpose. 
He has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. 
    He has sent me to repair broken hearts, 
And to declare to those who are held captive and bound in prison, 
    “Be free from your imprisonment!” 
2 He has sent me to announce the year of jubilee, the season of the Eternal’s favor: 
    for our enemies it will be a day of God’s wrath; 
For those who mourn it will be a time of comfort. 
 
Isaiah 61:6-7~The Voice 
6 You will be known as the ones specially chosen by the Eternal as priests; 
    people will speak of you as ministers of our God. 
    And the wealth of nations will come to you for your delight and enrichment. 
7 Many called you disgraced and defiled and said that shame should be your share of things. 
    Yet you suffered doubly and lived in disgrace; 
So double will be your share, and with joy everlasting. 

 
Amos 5:21~The Voice 
21 Eternal One: I hate—I totally reject—your religious ceremonies 
        and have nothing to do with your solemn gatherings. 

 
Romans 12:9~The Voice 
9 Love others well, and don’t hide behind a mask; love authentically. Despise evil; pursue what is good as if your life depends on 
it. 
 
I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. Ezekiel 36:26 In Dr. 
Seuss's classic Christmas tale, How the Grinch Stole Christmas, the Grinch suffers from having a small heart. The source of his 
heart problem is his lack of understanding the meaning of Christmas. As the story goes, the Grinch tries to put a stop to Christmas, 
but in the end, he comes to understand what Christmas is all about and his heart grows three sizes! This heart change makes a big 
difference in his life.  
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We celebrate Christmas because of the power Jesus brought to change our hearts. 
Activity: Gather with friends or family and watch the half-hour Christmas classic: How the Grinch Stole Christmas. 
Then, using the scriptures and discussion questions, lead your gathering in a discussion about how Jesus has the power 
to change hearts. 
 
Going Deeper:  

• Give an example of a time when you changed your mind about something.  

• How did the words or actions of others influence your change of heart?  

• Towards the end of the story “How the Grinch Stole Christmas,” what happened that caused the Grinch to change his 
mind about Christmas? What lessons might we learn from the story?  

• How has understanding the true meaning of Christmas made a difference in your life? 
 

When you hear the word Grinch, what’s the first thing that comes to mind? Do you think of that green creature who lives on top 
of Mt. Crumpit? Do you hear Boris Karloff’s deep voice describing the most miserable of beings? Maybe you’re thinking of that 
person you just saw at Thanksgiving who never seems to be in the Christmas Spirit. Or maybe you’re thinking about yourself. 
 
Whether you’ve read the original Dr. Suess’s, How the Grinch Stole Christmas! as a bedtime story; gathered the family together to 
watch the television special, or hit the theaters for one of the movie adaptations, you know how this story never seems to leave 
our imagination.  
 
Maybe we don’t have a deep personal; aversion to Christmas like the Grinch does, but maybe we all have parts of the season that 
we dislike-and that is what allows us to identify with the Grinch. 
 
Whatever we find in this story, it’s undeniable that something about it speaks to many people. What does resonate with  us in the 
Grinch’s story can help us understand our faith as Christians, the hope that we find in the birth of Jesus, and how God is calling 
us to respond to the inbreaking of God’s kin-dom. 
 
Yes, for me, this is truly the most wonderful time of the year! Can you hear Andy Williams crooning over the radio singing about 
hosting parties, toasting marshmallows, and caroling out in the Wisconsin wintery weather? It all sounds so amazing and many of 
us can relate to his fun filled descriptive Christmas season. Yes, for me, Christmas is the most wonderful time of the year. So how 
can anyone not love the Christmas season? 
 
Maybe that’s why the Grinch has captured our imagination for so many decades. How the Grinch Stole Christmas! opens with a 
sad, miserable red-eyed creature loitering about the opening of a dismal cave. His frown suggests that he’s forgotten how to smile. 
The story tells us that the Grinch hated Christmas. By the way, the word hate is italicized for emphasis. He did not get rocks in his 
stockings. He didn’t miss an invitation to a party. No, the Grinch simply hated Christmas! 
 

• Are there any parts of the Christmas season that you don’t like? What are they and why don’t you like them? How does it 
make you feel to see others finding joy in these aspects of the season? 

• Why do you think the story of the Grinch resonates with us? 

• Where do you see the reality of suffering in the world around you? Why is it important to acknowledge these realities at 
the beginning of Advent? 

 

When hate steeps into our thinking, it distorts our vision like a circus funhouse mirror or a bad Snapchat filter. (pg. 25) 
 
Hate takes what is beautiful, colorful and enjoyable and makes it simply- ugly! It turns our good memories into bad ones. Christmas 
is beautiful. Christmas is profound. Pondering the mystery of Christ’s birth is never exhausted, but Grinch’s hate for the Whos 
meant that the only solution that would satisfy his small heart would be to take what they love, use it as a weapon, and forever mar 
their memory. Hate had so warped his experience of Christmas that the Grinch wanted to alter the Whos impression of Christmas 
as well. The beautiful music of Christmas that we all wallow in, well the Grinch wanted those joyful pleasant sounds of the season 
to not be pleasant, but rather for it to be remembered as a clashing, jarring, harsh, cymbal. So here is why the Grinch developed 
his wonderful, awful idea. “I’ll stop Christmas from coming!” 
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• Have you ever misremembered something? What happened and how did you remember it? Why do you think you were 
mistaken in your recollection? 

• Why is important to remember the Christmas story well? 

• How have you seen hate distort a memory or experience of something good? 
 
It's the Most Wonderful Time of the Year ~ Song by Andy Williams ~ Songwriters: Eddie Pola / George Wyle 
 
It's the most wonderful time of the 
year 
With the kids jingle belling 
And everyone telling you be of good 
cheer 
It's the most wonderful time of the 
year 
It's the hap-happiest season of all 
With those holiday greetings and gay 
happy meetings 
When friends come to call 
It's the hap-happiest season of all 
There'll be parties for hosting 
Marshmallows for toasting 

And caroling out in the snow 
There'll be scary ghost stories 
And tales of the glories of 
Christmases long, long ago 
It's the most wonderful time of the 
year 
There'll be much mistltoeing 
And hearts will be glowing 
When loved ones are near 
It's the most wonderful time of the 
year 
There'll be parties for hosting 
Marshmallows for toasting 
And caroling out in the snow 

There'll be scary ghost stories 
And tales of the glories of 
Christmases long, long ago 
It's the most wonderful time of the 
year 
There'll be much mistltoeing 
And hearts will be glowing 
When loved ones are near 
It's the most wonderful time 
Yes, the most wonderful time 
Oh, the most wonderful time 
Of the year 

 
Talking to Our Heavenly Father - If we have faith, our prayers will be answered. 

You're Not Alone, Let Us Pray with You & For You 
 

• With the Promise of the Resurrection, we extend to Ms. Jean Seeger and her family, our deepest sympathy at this sad and 
difficult time on the passing of her sister, Mary Kerslake, on 16 November 2021. May you face each new day with the 
certainty that your Sister is in God’s presence. Cards and notes of care and support can be mailed to: Mrs. Jean Seeger, 

 

• The sweet, sweet spirit of Mrs. Betty Felt was called home to glory on 26 October 2021. Ms. Betty’s Celebration of Life 
Service will be held, 6 November 2021 at 12:30 p.m. with visitation from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Cards and noted of 
condolences can be mailed to Ms. Poly and Bro. Dave Bertelsen, 5588 Whispering Pines Drive, West Bend WI 53095 

• Prayers of incredible healing for Ms. Ashley Barnett. Ms. Ashley underwent surgery to clean-up and change-out her heart 
pump on 21 October 2021. Ashley suffered a stroke following her surgery. She is still admitted in the hospital, but 
progressing well. Ms. Ashley is the daughter of Mr. Brett and Ms. Mary Barnett and mom to Brenna and Joshua. Let us 
shower her with our love, care and support! Cards and notes can be mailed to 932 Hillcrest Street, West Bend WI 53095   

• Bro. Martin Martinelli is still in need of your prayers. After finally getting a new knee on 2 September 2021 and negative 
blood cultures for the bacteremia, Bro. Martin became jaundice due to a complete blockage of his liver duct on                       
19 September 2021. Surgery was performed on 29 September 2021 to reconstruct a new liver duct. After the liver surgery, 
he developed a large blood clot in his right calf. Two small clots broke off from the calf clot and lodged in his right lung. 
After intensive anti-coagulate therapy, he came back to the parsonage 8 October 2021. Unfortunately, the liver wound 
became infected and he had surgery on 28 October 2021 to clean the wound site and start wound vac therapy. The wound 
vac is greatly improving the healing process. Bro. Martin has finally begun physical therapy to rehabilitate the right knee. 
Our humble thanks to each of you for your continued prayer sand encouragement; it has been a very long healing journey. 
Our sincerest appreciation and passionate love to you all. Amen, amen and amen! 

• Little Emmit Omernick, Great-Grandson of Ms. Bev Hartman had brain surgery on 20 October 2021. Emmit is doing 
great! He will be returning to school next week. God is so good! Please continue to keep him in your prayers as he returns 
to the life of an active 5 y/o. Emmit Omernick, c/o Ms. Bev Hartman, 3627 Jansen Drive, West Bend WI 53090 

• Mrs. Marilyn Liepert has relocated into her new home at Cedar Bay West. Ms. Marilyn’s new address: Mrs. Marilyn Liepert, 
Cedar Bay West Rm 2126, 5555 Cedar Bay Dr., West Bend WI 53095. Her phone number is: 262-353-7749; she would 
love to hear your voice. 
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• Prayers of healing for Stanton Schmidt, great-grandson of Ms. Maureen Hornung and son of Brady and Payton Schmidt 
and little brother to Benton and Hudson. Stanton is in Children’s Hospital with pneumonia. Cards for miraculous healing 
can be sent to: Ms. Maureen Hornung, N168 W21920 Main Street, #110, Jackson WI 53037 

• Mr. Ethan Schnell, Ms. Dot Edison’s daughter-in-law’s nephew. He continues to do well and hopes future tests will reveal 
he has been cured. Cards and notes of continued prayer and encouragement can be mailed to: Ethan Schnell, 500 Melrose 
Street, Morgan Town West Virginia 26505 

• Fifth Avenue UMC, thank you for your unceasing prayers for Ms. Irina Johnson, daughter (in-law) of Ms. Barb Johnson. 
Ms. Irina has completed a series of chemotherapy. She is feeling and doing well. Cards and notes of continued healing, 
strength and comfort can be mailed C/O Ms. Barb Johnson, Ms. Irina Johnson, 190 Mayer Street, West Bend, WI 53090 

• Mr. Ted Meilahn, has been admitted to Cedar Lake Rehabilitation Center. Please send cards or notes of encouragement 
and support to the church office: Mr. Ted Meilahn, C/O Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church, 323 South 5th Ave. West 
Bend, WI 53095 and Mr. Gil Sheridan or I will deliver them. Thank you in advance for your love and care of Mr. Ted.  

• Ms. Trisha Funke, daughter of Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel. Ms. Trisha has returned home and is discerning her return 
to her vocation as a teacher. Ms. Trishia is still awaiting further diagnosis. Cards of encouragement and prayers for 
continued healing and diagnosis can be sent to her parents: Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel, 629 Highland View Drive, 
West Bend WI 53095 

• Mr. Roger Sacia, is requesting prayers for healing; Mrs. Nobi Sacia words of encouragement and prayers for healing.  Mr. 
Roger and Ms. Nobi have permanently relocated to Madison with their daughter. Their new address is: 1626 Jefferson 
Street, Madison WI 53711  

• Mr. William (Bill) & Mrs. Ginger Hornung would love to hear from you! Cards or notes of encouragement or “just thinking 
of you” can be mailed to: W194N16744 Eagle Dr. Room 3, Jackson, WI  53037 

• Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, continued healing; alankempf33@gmail.com; 414B. South Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, WI 
53073; phone number: 920.838.1830.  

• Fifth Avenue UMC’s Laity, Accountable Leadership Board, Pastor & Bro. Martin – Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

• Bro. Bob Krell, continued prayer for healing; 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

• Ms. Nancy Whitson, healing and strength; 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Phil Heimerl, son-in-law of Mike & Fay Lewis.  He was just diagnosed with ALS. 
 
"Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes well with your soul." 3 John 1:2 
 

There are things that draw you toward the light. And there are things that draw you into the darkness. So much of the world wants 
to draw you into the darkness of worry, fear, procrastination, negative self-talk, toxic relationships…the list goes on. This Advent, 
discover how the heart of the Grinch grew three sizes and his story ends with a positive message of hope and reconciliation which 
is why How the Grinch Stole Christmas! continues to be such a powerful Christmas story today, as it that draw you to the light! And 
when Christmas arrives, you’ll be ready to share the light you’ve gathered along the way! Let us pray: 
 
“Thank you for your amazing power and work in our lives, thank you for your goodness and for your blessings over us. Thank 
you that you are able to bring hope through even the toughest of times, strengthening us for your purposes. Thank you for your 
great love and care. Thank you for your mercy and grace. Thank you that you are always with us and will never leave us. Thank 
you for your incredible sacrifice so that we might have freedom and life. Forgive us for when we don't thank you enough, for who 
you are, for all that you do, for all that you've given. Help us to set our eyes and our hearts on you afresh. Renew our spirits, fill us 
with your peace and joy. We love you and we need you, this day and every day. We give you praise and thanks, for You alone are 
worthy! In Jesus' name. Amen.”  
(adapted from: Debbie McDaniels) 
 

To God the Father, who loved us, and made us accepted in the Beloved: 
to God the Son who loved us, and loosed us from our sins by his own blood: 

to God the Holy Spirit, who spreads the love of God abroad in our hearts: 
to the one true God be all love and all glory for time and for eternity. 

Wishing you a blessed Advent season; filled with the joy and peace and hope of the season." 
 

Your humble Pastor & Servant Leaders,  
Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 

mailto:alankempf33@gmail.com

