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PENTECOST - worshipping with joy; inviting the Spirit to be 
poured out on you. 

 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. And kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your 
Spirit and they shall be created. And you will renew the face of the earth. During Jesus’s last days on earth, 
He promised His followers that “the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
will teach you all things” (John 14:26) 
 
“Therefore, GO with Hope through Purpose: Growing in faith through participation in the 
means of grace. The focus is on spiritual depth as we follow Jesus and nurture persons in 
Christian living through worship, the sacraments, spiritual disciplines, and other means of 
grace, such as Wesley’s Christian Conferencing.” 
 

Hospitality is a practical expression of loving one another. 
Devotionals for 14 – 20 November 2021 

 
1 Peter 4:7-11 ~ The Voice: We are coming to the end of all things, so be serious and keep your wits about you in order to 
pray more forcefully. Most of all, love each other steadily and unselfishly, because love makes up for many faults. Show 
hospitality to each other without complaint. Use whatever gift you’ve received for the good of one another so that you can 
show yourselves to be good stewards of God’s grace in all its varieties. If you’re called upon to talk, speak as though God put 
the words in your mouth; if you’re called upon to serve others, serve as though you had the strength of God behind you. In 
these ways, God may be glorified in all you do through Jesus the Anointed, to whom belongs glory and power, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
Christian hospitality is one of the most misunderstood concepts in the church today. So what is hospitality? Hospitality simply 
is this: it is meeting the stranger and embracing that stranger as a neighbor, and meeting a neighbor, and by God’s power, 
embracing that neighbor as someone who will be part of the family of God. 
 
Hospitality is not entertainment. It is not meant to show off what you know how to do well. Hospitality is living your 
transparent Christian life before a watching world that despises you. That kind of has hospitality happens actually every day. 
We started practicing daily hospitality to respond to a crisis in our neighborhood, and we realized that the regularity of it was 
not only easier on our family, but very fruitful for evangelism. 
 
During his time with Jesus, Peter witnessed first-hand that Jesus indeed was the promised Messiah through the miracles that he 
performed and the way he taught about God and his love for humanity. But in spite of what Peter knew to be true about Jesus, he 
struggled with fear and doubt in his life, and even allowed it to lead him to the point of denying that he even knew Jesus. Because 
of the reality of the resurrection, Peter was able to overcome his fear and doubt and be the witness that God had called him to be. 
 
Like Peter, we can allow our fears and doubts to come between us and the incredible plan that God has for us. When the 
resurrection of Jesus and the fact that he really did overcome death becomes central in our lives, we have the power to banish all 
fear and doubt and be exactly who God has destined us to be. 
 
1. Gift giving can be a lot of fun for the giver and the receiver. Have you ever received a gift you did not want? What was the 
circumstance? 
a. Have you ever given a gift, only to find out later it was returned or re-gifted? How did that make you feel? 
b. The Bible says we are all given spiritual gifts. Do you know what gift(s) you have received? Are you using them? 
c. Picture in your mind an unopened wrapped gift for you. Would the giver be disappointed that you never explored what he had 
for you? 
 
Reread 1 Peter 4:7-11 ~ Peter begins this section by reminding his readers to be self-controlled and sober-minded. Has Peter 
encouraged his readers towards these goals previously? (1 Peter 1:13) In verse 7 - 'But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore 
sober, and watch unto prayer.- You will notice that there are two injunctions in this verse - to be sober, and to watch unto prayer.  
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To be sober is to have a sound and clear mind. A sober mind is not clouded by false perceptions of life. In contrast to that, when 
a person gets himself drunk or high on drugs, he is not sober. His perception of things around him is different and he lives in his 
own world, out of touch with reality. 
 
It is all too easy to get out of touch with reality today, with the tremendous influence of the mass media and the entertainment 
industry. With the addition of cable vision and more TV channels, many Singaporeans are now glued to their TV sets during their 
free time. While television does provide us with useful knowledge and information, there are also adverse effects that it can have 
on our minds - especially to put us out of touch with reality. The advertisements are designed to convince viewers that they need 
some new product they do not have yet - some of which they really do not need at all. Many shows that are aired on TV and the 
mass media are the creations of humanity's own imaginations. They are mainly fictitious portrayals of life presented by skilled actors 
and special effects. But they can make the viewer so engrossed with the storyline that for a while they’re lost to unreality. Let us 
therefore be careful about getting too involved and engrossed with the many new television shows and channels available. 
 
Watch unto Prayer. What does this mean? To watch unto prayer is to be spiritually alert and awake. As we live closer to the time 
of Christ's return, we must not be in a state of spiritual stupor or slumber. When Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, He 
came to His disciples expecting to find them awake and praying for Him, but instead He found them all asleep! Then He chided 
them, 'What, could ye not watch with Me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.' (Matthew 26:40,41). 
 
Siblings of Christ, when Jesus returns from Heaven soon, will He also find us in a state of slumber? How shameful it 
would be for us if He were to find us in this state!  
 
Dearly beloved, how long has it been since you last had real quality quiet time with the Lord? How long has it been since you last 
experienced God's presence in your life in a wonderful way? How long has it been since your Bible study was a great delight to you 
and were discovering marvelous gems from God's Word that thrilled your soul? How long has it been since you were moved to 
tears by the thought of the grace of the Lord to you, a sinner? If it has been a long time and cannot even remember when it was, 
it is certainly high time for you to wake up from your spiritual slumber, and to watch unto prayer! 
 
This is not the time to be spiritually asleep, but the time to be fully revived. This is the time for us all to lay aside every sin and 
anything in our lives that may hinder our spiritual growth, and run the race that is set before us. This is the time for us to draw 
closer to God, and to seek His face. Please do not say to yourself that this can wait a little longer, since after all, the Lord has been 
so patient and with His children. It is true that the Lord is longsuffering toward us, but that does not give us an excuse to try His 
patience further, and expect Him to wait a little longer. According to Romans 2:4, the goodness, forbearance (tolerance) and 
longsuffering of God must lead us to swift repentance. 
 
Let us begin today to change our lifestyle. Ask the Lord right now to help you to change to a lifestyle that is characterized by sober-
mindedness and a fully alert and revived spiritual life! 
 
a. Why is it important for Christians to be self-controlled and sober-minded? What can happen when we are not? 
b. How does Peter link these two Christian admonitions to prayer? How does being self-controlled and sober-minded affect our 
prayer life? 
c. What kinds of things do self-controlled and sober-minded people pray for? Does this describe your prayer life? 
d. Who encouraged Peter to be watchful and pray when he was in the Garden of Gethsemane? (Matthew 26:40-41) Why did Peter 
need to watch and pray? 
 
In verse 8, Peter commands his readers to love one another. How important is this command? What language does Peter use to 
communicate its importance? 
a. Who gave this same command, to love one another, to Peter earlier in his life? (John 13:35, 15:12) 
b. What does it mean to love one another earnestly? How can we demonstrate this kind of love to other Christians? How can we 
demonstrate this kind of love to people outside the church? 
c. What does Peter tell us about love that should motivate us to be eager to love one another earnestly? Have you ever experienced 
how love can cover a multitude of sins? 
d. What impact has love made in your life? Has the way you love others, in addition to the way others have loved you, helped you 
in your Christian life? 
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When you think of hospitality, what comes to your mind? Is hospitality the same as entertaining guests? What is the focus of 
hospitality? What is the focus of entertaining guests? 
a. How does Peter qualify our hospitality? What kind of hospitality is Peter commanding Christians to show to one another? 
b. What does grumbling do to our hospitality? Can you see why Peter calls us to be hospitable without grumbling? 
c. What did Jesus say about hospitality? (Matthew 25:34-40) How does this change our attitude towards being hospitable? 
 
Do you believe that every Christian has been gifted by God in order to serve others? If so, what are your specific gifts? 
a. Is it right to expect everyone to have the same gifts? (1 Corinthians 12:4-12) 
b. What is the point of spiritual gifts? What are we supposed to do with these God-given gifts? (1Peter 4:10-11; Matthew 25:14-30) 
c. Have you ever been tempted to use all of your gifts and abilities for your own purpose and for your own glory and praise? How 
can you guard against this temptation? 
d. How can you use your spiritual gifts to minister to people in your family, in your small group, in your church, or in your 
community? 
e. Read Romans 12:4-8, 12-13. Is anyone willing to have others identify what their spiritual gift is? 
 
Peter is calling Christians to live very different lives than the world around them. Commit to being people of watchful prayer, filled 
with earnest love for one another, committed to being hospitable with pure intentions, and determined to use your spiritual gifts 
to build up and bless others for the glory of God. 
 
Take time this week to pray and ask God to give you opportunity to grow in these areas: 
1. prayer 
2. loving each other earnestly 
3. showing hospitality 
4. discovering and using your spiritual gifts (identify your gift commit to serving.) 
 
What commitment is God speaking you to focus on? 

• To God (7)? 

• To God's people (8)? 

• To God's service (9-11)? 

• What area do you have most difficulty with? 
 

• I will use my gifts and abilities to serve others. 

• I will strive to love more and complain less. 

• I will attentively pray for the needs of others. 

• I will seek to praise God in all I do. 
 
To summarize what we have learnt from God's Word, the characteristics of the lifestyle we should cultivate in these last days 
encompass three distinct areas: For ourselves - sober mindedness and spiritual alertness; For our relationships with other Christians 
- good fellowship; and for our stewardship of God's gifts - the diligent use of these gifts to bless others and to bring glory to the 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Talking to Our Heavenly Father - If we have faith, our prayers will be answered. 
 

You're Not Alone, Let Us Pray with You & For You 
 

• The sweet, sweet spirit of Mrs. Betty Felt was called home to glory on 26 October 2021. Ms. Betty’s Celebration of Life 
Service will be held, 6 November 2021 at 12:30 p.m. with visitation from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Cards and noted of 
condolences can be mailed to Ms. Poly and Bro. Dave Bertelsen, 5588 Whispering Pines Drive, West Bend WI 53095 

• Prayers of incredible healing for Ms. Ashley Barnett. Ms. Ashley underwent surgery to clean-up and change-out her heart 
pump on 21 October 2021. Ashley suffered a stroke following her surgery. She is still admitted in the hospital, but 
progressing well. Ms. Ashley is the daughter of Mr. Brett and Ms. Mary Barnett and mom to Brenna and Joshua. Let us 
shower her with our love, care and support! Cards and notes can be mailed to 932 Hillcrest Street, West Bend WI 53095   

• Bro. Martin Martinelli is still in need of your prayers. After finally getting a new knee on 2 September 2021 and negative 
blood cultures for the bacteremia, Bro. Martin became jaundice due to a complete blockage of his liver duct on                       
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19 September 2021. Surgery was performed on 29 September 2021 to reconstruct a new liver duct. After the liver surgery, 
he developed a large blood clot in his right calf. Two small clots broke off from the calf clot and lodged in his right lung. 
After intensive anti-coagulate therapy, he came back to the parsonage 8 October 2021. Unfortunately, the liver wound 
became infected and he had surgery on 28 October 2021 to clean the wound site and start wound vac therapy. The wound 
vac is greatly improving the healing process. Bro. Martin has finally begun physical therapy to rehabilitate the right knee. 
Our humble thanks to each of you for your continued prayer sand encouragement; it has been a very long healing journey. 
Our sincerest appreciation and passionate love to you all. Amen, amen and amen! 

• Little Emmit Omernick, Great-Grandson of Ms. Bev Hartman had brain surgery on 20 October 2021. Emmit is doing 
great! He will be returning to school next week. God is so good! Please continue to keep him in your prayers as he returns 
to the life of an active 5 y/o. Emmit Omernick, c/o Ms. Bev Hartman, 3627 Jansen Drive, West Bend WI 53090 

• Mrs. Marilyn Liepert has relocated into her new home at Cedar Bay West. Ms. Marilyn’s new address: Mrs. Marilyn Liepert, 
Cedar Bay West Rm 2126, 5555 Cedar Bay Dr., West Bend WI 53095. Her phone number is: 262-353-7749; she would 
love to hear your voice. 

• Prayers of healing for Stanton Schmidt, great-grandson of Ms. Maureen Hornung and son of Brady and Payton Schmidt 
and little brother to Benton and Hudson. Stanton is in Children’s Hospital with pneumonia. Cards for miraculous healing 
can be sent to: Ms. Maureen Hornung, N168 W21920 Main Street, #110, Jackson WI 53037 

• Mr. Ethan Schnell, Ms. Dot Edison’s daughter-in-law’s nephew. He continues to do well and hopes future tests will reveal 
he has been cured. Cards and notes of continued prayer and encouragement can be mailed to: Ethan Schnell, 500 Melrose 
Street, Morgan Town West Virginia 26505 

• Fifth Avenue UMC, thank you for your unceasing prayers for Ms. Irina Johnson, daughter (in-law) of Ms. Barb Johnson. 
Ms. Irina has completed a series of chemotherapy. She is feeling and doing well. Cards and notes of continued healing, 
strength and comfort can be mailed C/O Ms. Barb Johnson, Ms. Irina Johnson, 190 Mayer Street, West Bend, WI 53090 

• Mr. Ted Meilahn, has been admitted to Cedar Lake Rehabilitation Center. Please send cards or notes of encouragement 
and support to the church office: Mr. Ted Meilahn, C/O Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church, 323 South 5th Ave. West 
Bend, WI 53095 and Mr. Gil Sheridan or I will deliver them. Thank you in advance for your love and care of Mr. Ted.  

• Ms. Trisha Funke, daughter of Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel. Ms. Trisha has returned home and is discerning her return 
to her vocation as a teacher. Ms. Trishia is still awaiting further diagnosis. Cards of encouragement and prayers for 
continued healing and diagnosis can be sent to her parents: Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel, 629 Highland View Drive, 
West Bend WI 53095 

• Mr. Roger Sacia, is requesting prayers for healing; Mrs. Nobi Sacia words of encouragement and prayers for healing.  Mr. 
Roger and Ms. Nobi have permanently relocated to Madison with their daughter. Their new address is: 1626 Jefferson 
Street, Madison WI 53711  

• Mr. William (Bill) & Mrs. Ginger Hornung would love to hear from you! Cards or notes of encouragement or “just thinking 
of you” can be mailed to: W194N16744 Eagle Dr. Room 3, Jackson, WI  53037 

• Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, continued healing; alankempf33@gmail.com; 414B. South Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, WI 
53073; phone number: 920.838.1830.  

• Fifth Avenue UMC’s Laity, Accountable Leadership Board, Pastor & Bro. Martin – Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

• Bro. Bob Krell, continued prayer for healing; 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

• Ms. Nancy Whitson, healing and strength; 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Phil Heimerl, son-in-law of Mike & Fay Lewis.  He was just diagnosed with ALS. 

 
 

"Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes well with your soul." 3 John 1:2 
 
 

Prayer: Almighty, all-merciful God, through Christ Jesus you have taught us to love one another, to love our neighbors as 
ourselves, and even to love our enemies. In times of violence and fear, let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, so that we 
may not be overcome with evil but overcome evil with good. Help us to see each person in light of the love and grace you 
have shown us in Christ. Put away the nightmares of terror and awaken us to the dawning of your new creation. Establish 
among us a future where peace reigns, justice is done with mercy, and all are reconciled. We ask these things in the name and 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Your humble Pastor & Servant Leaders,  

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 
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