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PENTECOST - worshipping with joy; inviting the Spirit to be poured out on you.  
 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. And kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And 
you will renew the face of the earth. During Jesus’s last days on earth, He promised His followers that “the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things” (John 14:26) 
 
“Therefore, GO with Hope through Purpose: Growing in faith through participation in the means of grace. The focus is on 
spiritual depth as we follow Jesus and nurture persons in Christian living through worship, the sacraments, spiritual disciplines, 
and other means of grace, such as Wesley’s Christian Conferencing.” 

Devotionals  
for  

7 November – 13 November 2021 
 

Let me share a story with you about 
some church people… It’s about 4 
people in the church whose names 
were Everybody, Somebody, 
Anybody, and Nobody…  
 

The church had many financial responsibilities and Everybody was asked to help… Everybody was sure that Somebody 
would do it… Anybody could have done it… But you know who did it? Nobody… It ended up that Everybody blamed 
Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have done…  
 
Then the church grounds needed to be work to make them more welcoming and colorful, and Somebody was asked to help… 
But Somebody got mad, because Anybody could have done it, and after all, it was really Everybody’s job… In the end the 
work was given to Nobody, and Nobody did a fine job…  
 
On & on it went… Whenever work or serving on a committee, or inviting people to church was to be done, Nobody could 
always be counted on… Nobody visited the sick, Nobody gave their time, Nobody turned in a pledge card, Nobody shared 
their faith story… In short, Nobody was a very faithful member…  
 
Finally, the day came when Somebody left the church and took Anybody & Everybody with them… Guess who was left. 
Nobody! Isn’t that a sad story?  
 
And then there were these church members: Fred Somebody, Thomas Everybody, Susan Anybody, and Joe Nobody were 
neighbors and they all went to the same church. They were odd people and most difficult to understand. The way they lived 
was a shame. Even though all four belonged to the same church, you probably would not enjoy worshiping with them. 
EVERYBODY went fishing on Sunday or stayed home to visit with friends. ANYBODY wanted to worship but was afraid 
SOMEBODY wouldn’t speak to him. So, guess who went to church - NOBODY.  
 
Really, NOBODY was the only decent one of the four. NOBODY did the visitation. NOBODY worked on the church 
committees. Nobody did mission. Nobody invited people to their church. Once they needed a Trustee. EVERYBODY 
thought ANYBODY would do it, and ANYBODY thought SOMEBODY would do it. And you know who did it? That’s 
exactly right . . . NOBODY! 
 
It happened that a new person moved into the neighborhood, they were not a believer. EVERYBODY thought 
SOMEBODY should try to win him for Christ. ANYBODY could have made an effort. You probably know who won him: 
NOBODY. This little parable brings to focus again the fact that each of us is personally responsible for God’s work and we 
need to work together. If we leave it for Somebody or Everybody or Anybody, Nobody will do it. Let’s work together until 
Jesus comes. Romans 12:1 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.  
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Melvin Graham, Billy’ Graham’s younger brother, recently said on a national telecast: I just want to be a Nobody, willing to 
tell Everybody, that there is Somebody, who can save Anybody. Far from a quaint, witty cliche, there’s a mountain of sound 
doctrine in this one sentence summary of the Christian life. It covers the doctrines of sin, humility, evangelism, salvation, 
atonement, and God’s power. 
 
Read the following Scriptures and write a one sentence reflection on what it is saying to you. 
I just want to be a Nobody -  

• Seek to be a humble servant – 1Peter 5.6; Matt 18.4 

• Understand the sin nature of humanity – Matt 15.19; Prov 20.9; Jer 17.9 

• We must decrease, Christ must increase – Rev 5.12; John 3.30; Matt 16.25 

• Christ alone is worthy of honor and glory – Titus 2.13; Col 1.17 
Willing to tell Everybody -  

• Tell the Gospel to all the world – Mark 16.15-16; 1John 2.2 

• Don’t be ashamed of the Gospel – Rom 1.16; 2Tim 1.8 

• Jesus Christ crucified is our message – ICor 1.23; Gal 3.1; Col 1.27 
That there is Somebody - 

• Jesus is that Somebody – Phil 3.20; John 3.16 

• There is only one way to salvation – Rom 6.23; John 14.6; Acts 4.12 

• Jesus is alive and well – Heb 7.25; 1Pet 1.21; 1Thess 1.10 
Who can save Anybody - 

• Jesus died for the whole world – 1 John 2.2; Acts 17.30; 2Cor 5.14 

• Christ’s atonement was sufficient for all – Rom 3.21; John 6.54 

• Any person can be saved unless the personally reject Christ – 1 John 5.1; 1John 4.14; 2Cor 5.17 

• God desires that all persons be saved – John 3.17; Matt 10.32; 2Tim 2.4 
 
Understanding the Biblical truth behind this quote makes it much more than just another cute Christian quip. Knowing the 
doctrine that girds it up, makes it worthy of being remembered and utilized. If you have trouble remembering the basic 
elements of explaining Christianity, this saying is a great tool. It contains a solid four point Salvation message that can be used 
to share the Gospel of Christ with others, as well as remind us personally of our position, duty, Savior and mission in life. 
 

I just want to be a Nobody, willing to tell Everybody, that there is Somebody, who can save Anybody. 
 
Prayer: Father in Heaven, help to us understand why we should be a Nobody who obeys your command to tell Everybody 
about Your Precious Somebody, Jesus who can save Anybody. In His precious Name, I pray. Amen. 
 
Contemplation:  

• Can you adequately explain the basics of your faith?  

• Have you ever made a conscious effort to learn how to explain humanity’s problem and God’s solution? 

• We should be ready and able to defend our faith and explain the basics of Christianity. 

• What are three Bible truths you’ve learned from the scriptures and your daily life journey this week? 

• What change in your life needs to be made concerning this truth? 

• What specific thing will you do today to begin that change? 
 
The theme for United Methodist women Sunday was Gratitude. I talked about the importance of having an attitude of 
gratitude to keep us at the same altitude as god. god wants us to live as if it were thanksgiving every day. Remember                  

1Thessalonians 5:16-18 - Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
We take too much for granted and don’t appreciate what we have until it is gone. I believe that one of the evidences of the 
Holy Spirit’s work in our lives is we become people who exhibit thankfulness for the gifts and blessings we’ve received. 
Thankfulness is more than just a sermon, a prayer, or even a feeling—it’s a way of life! This attitude of gratitude has a powerful 
effect on others around us. 
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Psalm 9 is one of David’s psalms of thanksgiving. In this psalm of thanksgiving, he not only says, “thank you, Lord,” but he 
hints ways in which we can live a life of thanksgiving every day. First, David teaches us that thankfulness is a powerful way 
of witnessing about God’s goodness. 
 
When was the last time you told someone, what God has done for you? If we are truly grateful, then we will want to “tell of 
all His wonders.” grateful people are astonishing, attractive, and refreshing in this selfish world. They stand out amid a crooked 
and depraved society. 
 
Phil 2:14-15 Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God 
without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe. Furthermore, when we give 
the credit and thanksgiving to God, we direct others to the source of our blessings and gratitude. 

 
The next time someone asks you how it is going, tell them what God is doing in your life through Jesus Christ! When you are 
in a conversation with someone, look for opportunities to introduce Christ into it. Jesus is the answer to most questions and 
topics of discussion. If you listen to the Holy Spirit, it will be easy enough, especially if you pray for guidance. 
 
With an attitude of gratitude, we focus on our blessings instead of the things we lack. To help maintain that focus, some 
Christians keep a prayer journal, a record of their prayers and how God answered those prayers. With this record, they have 
a reminder of God’s wonderful deeds in their life and how He brought them through each problem they faced. This reminder 
can cause the Christian to break forth in praise and worship towards God. 
 
We must remind each other of our blessings and to be thankful. That is why we celebrate Communion, to remind us of how 
much God loves us and that He saved us through the atonement of Jesus Christ. We are reminded that we have covenant 
with Almighty God. He abides with us. We are the temple of His Holy Spirit. We are the Bride of Christ. We are God’s 
children and co-heirs with Jesus Christ. Since we have much to be thankful for, we should remind one another to express our 
gratitude with our words and life. 
 
Have you counted your blessings lately? Is eternal life, the forgiveness of our sins, and deliverance from an awful place, called 
Hell, among them? The blood that Jesus shed, the Holy Spirit, and the eternal life He gives, are the greatest gifts ever given. 
God has offered them to you. Have you accepted them? If so, be thankful. Let us say together, "Thank you, Lord!!". 
 
I also want to say “Thank you” “Thank you” Thank You” to all of you who do the work of this church. Thank you for giving 
to the Lord and loving one another! Lives are changed in many places, and on many occasions, because you are giving, loving 
people, who reach out with the love of Christ to others. It is a joy serving the Lord with you. 
 
In summary, living a thankful and grateful life is essential to witnessing, worshiping, and waiting patiently on the Lord. An 
attitude of gratitude has dynamic power that effects other’s lives as we “go” wherever the Holy Spirit sends us each day. 
 
If there is anyone who has never received the salvation Jesus has obtained for you, you have an opportunity tight now. All 
you have to do is receive it like that Philippian jailer did. Believe in Jesus and make Him your Lord by confessing Jesus as the 
Christ, the Son of God, who takes away your sin by His work on the Cross. Die to your old life through baptism so you can 
receive His righteousness and His life, the Holy Spirit. Jesus alone, by His precious shed blood, can save you and make you 
truly thankful.  
 

Talking to Our Heavenly Father - If we have faith, our prayers will be answered. 
 

You're Not Alone, Let Us Pray with You & For You 

• The sweet, sweet spirit of Mrs. Betty Felt was called home to glory on 26 October 2021. Ms. Betty’s Celebration of 
Life Service will be held, 6 November 2021 at 12:30 p.m. with visitation from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Cards and 
noted of condolences can be mailed to Ms. Poly and Bro. Dave Bertelsen, 5588 Whispering Pines Drive, West Bend 
WI 53095 

• Prayers of incredible healing for Ms. Ashley Barnett. Ms. Ashley underwent surgery to clean-up and change-out her 
heart pump on 21 October 2021. Ashley suffered a stroke following her surgery. She is still admitted in the hospital, 
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but progressing well. Ms. Ashley is the daughter of Mr. Brett and Ms. Mary Barnett and mom to Brenna and Joshua. 
Let us shower her with our love, care and support! Cards and notes can be mailed to 932 Hillcrest Street, West Bend 
WI 53095   

• Little Emmit Omernick, Great-Grandson of Ms. Bev Hartman had brain surgery on 20 October 2021. Emmit is doing 
great! He will be returning to school next week. God is so good! Please continue to keep him in your prayers as he 
returns to the life of an active 5 y/o. Emmit Omernick, c/o Ms. Bev Hartman, 3627 Jansen Drive, West Bend WI 
53090 

• Mrs. Marilyn Liepert has relocated into her new home at Cedar Bay West. Ms. Marilyn’s new address: Mrs. Marilyn 
Liepert, Cedar Bay West Rm 2126, 5555 Cedar Bay Dr., West Bend WI 53095. Her phone number is: 262-353-7749; 
she would love to hear your voice. 

• Prayers of healing for Stanton Schmidt, great-grandson of Ms. Maureen Hornung and son of Brady and Payton 
Schmidt and little brother to Benton and Hudson. Stanton is in Children’s Hospital with pneumonia. Cards for 
miraculous healing can be sent to: Ms. Maureen Hornung, N168 W21920 Main Street, #110, Jackson WI 53037 

• Mr. Ethan Schnell, Ms. Dot Edison’s daughter-in-law’s nephew. He continues to do well and hopes future tests will 
reveal he has been cured. Cards and notes of continued prayer and encouragement can be mailed to: Ethan Schnell, 
500 Melrose Street, Morgan Town West Virginia 26505 

• Fifth Avenue UMC, thank you for your unceasing prayers for Ms. Irina Johnson, daughter (in-law) of Ms. Barb 
Johnson. Ms. Irina has completed a series of chemotherapy. She is feeling and doing well. Cards and notes of 
continued healing, strength and comfort can be mailed C/O Ms. Barb Johnson, Ms. Irina Johnson, 190 Mayer Street, 
West Bend, WI 53090 

• Mr. Ted Meilahn, has been admitted to Cedar Lake Rehabilitation Center. I hope to have an address by next week so 
we can send him cards and notes of care and prayer. 

• Ms. Trisha Funke, daughter of Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel. Ms. Trisha has returned home and is discerning her 
return to her vocation as a teacher. Ms. Trishia is still awaiting further diagnosis. Cards of encouragement and prayers 
for continued healing and diagnosis can be sent to her parents: Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel, 629 Highland View 
Drive, West Bend WI 53095 

• Mr. Roger Sacia, is requesting prayers for healing; Mrs. Nobi Sacia words of encouragement and prayers for healing.  
Mr. Roger and Ms. Nobi have permanently relocated to Madison with their daughter. Their new address is: 1626 
Jefferson Street, Madison WI 53711  

• Mr. William (Bill) & Mrs. Ginger Hornung would love to hear from you! Cards or notes of encouragement or “just 
thinking of you” can be mailed to: W194N16744 Eagle Dr. Room 3, Jackson, WI  53037 

• Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, continued healing; alankempf33@gmail.com; 414B. South Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, 
WI 53073; phone number: 920.838.1830.  

• Fifth Avenue UMC’s Laity, Accountable Leadership Board, Pastor & Bro. Martin – Lord in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

• Bro. Bob Krell, continued prayer for healing; 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

• Ms. Nancy Whitson, healing and strength; 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Phil Heimerl, son-in-law of Mike & Fay Lewis.  He was just diagnosed with ALS. 

•  
 

"Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes well with your soul." 3 John 1:2 
 
 

Prayer: We pray to you, O Lord, God of life and God of those who hope! Listen to our prayer for the whole world: 
for peace among all peoples, for prosperity in all lands. We pray to you that evil may be overcome and that all pain 
and strife may end. We pray to You especially for the members of our Fifth Ave. UMC family, who suffer from 
illness, injustice and intolerance, and for children and young people who are poor ad neglected. Lord, give us Your 
peace! Amen. 
 

Your humble Pastor & Servant Leaders,  
 

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 

mailto:alankempf33@gmail.com

