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PENTECOST 

Pentecost - worshipping with joy; inviting the Spirit to be poured out on you.  
 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. And kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And you will 
renew the face of the earth. During Jesus’s last days on earth, He promised His followers that “the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he will teach you all things” (John 14:26) 
 
“Therefore, GO with Hope through Purpose: Growing in faith through participation in the means of grace. The focus is on 
spiritual depth as we follow Jesus and nurture persons in Christian living through worship, the sacraments, spiritual disciplines, and 
other means of grace, such as Wesley’s Christian Conferencing.” 
 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN SUNDAY – GIVE ALL YOU CAN 
 

Devotionals for 24 October – 30 October 2021 
Sunday – 24 October 2021 
 
United Methodist Women - As it fosters spiritual growth and develops leaders, United Methodist Women (UMW) seek to improve the lives of 
women, children and youth in the United States and internationally. UMW advocates on peace and justice, economic inequality, education, the rights of 
children, human rights and farm workers' rights. UMW supports its work with a scriptural basis and adheres to the denominational mandates in The 
Book of Discipline and The Book of Resolutions. 
 
The theme for the United Methodist Women of Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church is GRATITUDE! United Methodist Women 
members are knitted together in a beautiful, creative and supportive fellowship of faithful gratitude. 
 
If you were unable to worship with Fifth Ave. United Methodist Women on 24 October 2021, we invite you watch this moving 
and joyous worship service on our YouTube channel - https://faumc.org/. We were truly blessed by the inspirational and 
motivating words of our guest speaker, Ms. Deanna Shimko, Wisconsin UMC Lay Leader. We were faithfully blessed.  
 
Prayer: Heavenly father, our provider, our maker and our protector. Through your goodness, we are alive and healthy enough to 
gather and worship you. We praise you for all that you have given us and thank you in Jesus’ name. Holy Lord, we commit all of 
our good deeds to you and ask that everything we do be done for your glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Monday & Tuesday - 25 & 26 October 2021 
 
Grateful stewardship allows all persons to respond to God’s abundant grace. When we share our gifts and they are combined with 
the gifts of others, our contributions make possible the support of programs such as national mission institutions and international 
projects and partners to meet the physical and social needs of vulnerable women, children and youth. 
 
If stewardship is one side of the coin, gratitude and thanksgiving are the flip side. The most generous people I've met in this 
ministry of stewardship are people who are deeply thankful and recognize that God is the source of all blessings, the giver of all 
“good and perfect gifts.”  
 
People of God, I pray all the time. Sometimes my prayers look and sound like traditional prayers; remembered messages sent up 
to God in hopes He knows what I should be praying for. Sometimes these prayers are more of a conversation. I tell my heavenly 
Father all the things He already knows and then pray to humbly accept His will. However, in a secret place of my heart, I‘m always 
straining against telling Him what really should happen. You know, just in case He needs my direction... 
 
I also say a lot of "thank you's and “forgive me”. I am blessed to come from a passionately faithful God-fearing family and I have 
my own messy, wonderful beloved brood. I am so very blessed to serve God, God’s people and creation that I know this is my 
calling from Him. I get the privilege and ultimate joy to share the love of Jesus Christ throughout my 24-hour day. I am seldom 
hungry, or sick, or physically frightened. So many things to be grateful for. I don't always know if there is any way to say "thank 
you" enough for the gracious mercies of an adoring God. 
 

https://faumc.org/
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The following prayer of gratitude is one that I have kept to commingle into my visits with God. I think it is beautiful and gives me 
yet one more way to express the depth of my thanks while holding me accountable for my contributions in this world. I am sharing 
it here. I like to say it out loud, so I heart it as I say it. It sticks to me that way. 
 
"Lord God, let me never forget all that you do for me on a daily basis. Sustain me with the hope of my salvation and the other 
countless blessings you provide with your continuous presence in my life. Lead me to live my life in testimony to your incredible 
blessings, that your love may be known and experienced by all those I serve, in Jesus' name. Amen."  
Joy Ryan, President/CEO Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch 
 

Wednesday - 27 October 2021 
 
To cultivate and express gratitude seems a natural human response. A thank you or expressing appreciation does not take much 
and is an inherent quality within human beings. But then, why is gratitude not a part of our daily lives? Possibly the main reason is 
that present living or lifestyle is at a fast pace and with its many distractions makes forgetting the importance of gratitude easier. 
 
Many years, I heard a talk from Lou Holtz, the former head coach of numerous winning football teams, perhaps most memorably, 
Notre Dame. His message, as I remember it, was about how he stays enthusiastic, positive, optimistic. He made the point that 
when you are not winning is when it is most important to stay positive. 
 
The greatest lesson I took from the talk, however, was his commitment to writing thank you notes. His message was that being 
grateful is one of the best ways to remind yourself of all the good around you. It is very challenging to be "down in the dump" 
when you start noting all you are thankful for. At that time, Coach Holtz was committed to writing multiple thank you notes every 
day. He would write a note to the server and leave it on the restaurant table with the tip. He wrote to airline pilots and friends who 
had encouraged him, and to his children. 
 
The act of giving for the benefit of someone who has nothing to give in return, is an intentional decision to look beyond oneself, 
to reach out and invest in the future of someone you will never know. Simply because it is right. What a wonderful way to be a 
good steward to all that has been entrusted to you. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 ESV "Give thank in all circumstances; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you." 
 

Thursday & Friday - 28 & 29 October 2021 
 
What Is Gratitude? Gratitude is recognizing the bonus value for favorable things or positive life experiences for which we did not 
actively work towards or ask for. A dictionary definition would be ‘gifts outweighing exchange’. The word ‘gratitude’ has its roots 
in Latin, grata or gratia. 
 
You simply cannot write, talk, preach or teach on stewardship and generosity without including gratitude and thanksgiving. If 
stewardship is one side of the coin, gratitude and thanksgiving are the flip side. A heart filled with gratitude is the great cure-all for 
greediness and selfishness. Gratitude moves people from being tight-fisted with their resources to a place of looking for areas of 
need and opportunities to give. The happiest people are generous people. The most generous people the ministry of stewardship 
are people who are deeply thankful and recognize that God is the source of all blessings, the giver of all “good and perfect gifts.” 
 
When most people think of stewardship, they often think solely of financial giving. While financial giving is one aspect of 
stewardship, it is not the primary meaning of stewardship. Stewardship really is an attitude toward life. It is recognizing the gifts 
that God has given to us, and, in gratitude to God for those gifts, we give back to God in many ways. Stewardship is a way of 
thinking and expressing thanks. All we receive is a gift from God, and our gift back to God requires ongoing prayerful discernment 
of what God is calling us to share with others and his church. 
 
Discipleship is a way of life. Stewardship is an attitude of gratitude through which I live my life of discipleship. If I truly believe 
that everything I have, everything I am and everything I accomplish are gifts from God, then I will want to follow Jesus as a faithful 
disciple and be a good steward of the gifts he has given to me. A disciple works to make Jesus present in the world today. Pope 
Francis has told us that “God’s world is a world where everyone feels responsible for the other, for the good of the other. To be 
human means to care for one another.” “Genesis tells us that God placed the first human beings in a garden to practice stewardship 
there – ‘to cultivate and care for it’ (Genesis 2:15). The world remains a kind of garden; entrusted to the care of men and women 
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for God’s glory and the service of humankind. In its simplest yet deepest sense, this is Christian stewardship. Stewardship is an 
expression of discipleship. 
 
THREE T’S OF STEWARDSHIP: TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE. 
 
If we can nurture a spirit of gratitude for all that God has given us, then we will want to share with God and the church the 
resources that he has given to us in terms of time, talent and treasure. We have some people who are extraordinarily generous in 
offering their gifts and their time through the ministry and programs of Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church and the community 
in which they live and are involved. I think those who volunteer in various local Methodist organizations, is a sign of good 
stewardship. Their sacrificial actions build up the community far beyond Methodism. Their lives enable the community to become 
more faithful.  
 
If I truly believe that everything, I have is a gift from God, I will want to support the church, not only by offering my time and 
talents but also by responding to need to financially support the work of Christ in our church today. When it comes to financial 
giving, the questions we need to ask are what has God given to me and how do I use these gifts to support myself, my family and 
the church? What portion of those gifts should I use to support the work of Christ in our world today? There are many needs of 
evangelization in our churches, schools and in various organizations throughout the community and globally. By supporting these 
financially, we participate ever more fully in the good that is done by the church for Christ, (Fifth Ave. United Methodist Church) 
that his mission may continue. 
 

Saturday - 30 October 2021 
 
We know that many other Christian churches give far more generously than we do as the Methodist Church. The Bible specifically 
talks about tithing – giving back to the Lord a portion of what God has given to us. Many Christian churches use 10 percent as a 
financial-giving goal for their members. Does God expect each of us to live out our discipleship by giving generously of our time, 
talent and treasure? The answer is yes. 
  
This “yes” can be answered only in prayer – first, in a prayer of thanksgiving for what God has given to each of use, and, secondly, 
in a prayer of enlightenment, asking God to enlighten us about the many gifts that each of us have received and then to enlighten 
us as to how “I” can give back. We must all live a life of gratitude. Gratitude will help us realize Jesus’ call, “Come, follow me” and 
to live that call through our actions. 
 
STEWARDSHIP: AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE 
 
Most people are aware of the concept of Stewardship – recognizing everything we have is a gift from God, being grateful, 
developing our gifts and generously sharing with others.  But how do we practice this in everyday life? 
 
Invest in your prayer life – give TIME to God 

• Pray to God frequently throughout the day, every day.  Designate specific times and keep your appointment with God. 

• Talk and listen to God. 

• Jesus taught us to pray ‐ “Our Father who art in heaven…”  (Matthew 6:9‐10) 
Become willing to help others – share your TALENT 

• Participate in parish activities, ministries and organizations. 

• Accept responsibility for helping others. 

• “For we are God’s co‐workers.”  (1 Corinthians 3:9) 
Be generous with your financial gifts – offer your TREASURE 

• Generously return a portion of the money you have earned. 

• Give cheerfully, without expecting anything in return. 

• “He who sows bountifully will reap bountifully…for God loves a cheerful giver.”  (2 Corinthians 9:6‐7) 
 

Talking to Our Heavenly Father - If we have faith, our prayers will be answered. 
 

You're Not Alone, Let Us Pray with You & For You 
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• Prayers of incredible healing for Ms. Ashley Barnett. Ms. Ashley underwent surgery to clean-up and change-out her heart 
pump on 21 October 2021. I will keep us update on Ashley’s condition as I get further updates. Ms. Ashley is the daughter 
of Mr. Brett and Ms. Mary Barnett and mom to Brenna and Joshua. Let us shower her with our love, care and support! 
Cards and notes can be mailed to 932 Hillcrest Street, West Bend WI 53095   

• Little Emmit Omernick, Great-Grandson of Ms. Bev Hartman had brain surgery on 20 October 2021. These are the 
grateful words from his Great-Grandma, Ms. Bev: “The power of prayer!! Everything went well. Now prayers for healing.” 
Cards of hope and prayer of healing can be mailed to: Emmit Omernick, c/o Ms. Bev Hartman, 3627 Jansen Drive, West 
Bend WI 53090 

• Mrs. Marilyn Liepert has relocated into her new home at Cedar Bay West. Ms. Marilyn’s new address: Mrs. Marilyn Liepert, 
Cedar Bay West Rm 2126, 5555 Cedar Bay Dr., West Bend WI 53095. Her phone number is: 262-353-7749; she would 
love to hear your voice. 

• Mrs. Betty Felt who has been placed into palliative care. Cards and noted of love can be mailed to. Mrs. Betty Felt, New 
Perspective Senior Living, 22130 Continental Drive, #211, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Prayers of healing for Stanton Schmidt, great-grandson of Ms. Maureen Hornung and son of Brady and Payton Schmidt 
and little brother to Benton and Hudson. Stanton is in Children’s Hospital with pneumonia. Cards for miraculous healing 
can be sent to: Ms. Maureen Hornung, N168 W21920 Main Street, #110, Jackson WI 53037 

• Our loving condolences and sincerest sympathies are extended to Mr. Tom Calenberg on the passing of his wife,    Ms. 
Christine A. Calenberg. A Mass of Christian Burial was held on Monday, September 20, 2021 at St. Frances Cabrini (1025 
S. 7th Ave. West Bend, WI 53095). Cards and notes of comfort can be mailed to: Mr. Tom Calenberg, 617 South 16th 
Avenue, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Ethan Schnell, Ms. Dot Edison’s daughter-in-law’s nephew. He continues to do well and hopes future tests will reveal 
he has been cured. Cards and notes of continued prayer and encouragement can be mailed to: Ethan Schnell, 500 Melrose 
Street, Morgan Town West Virginia 26505 

• Fifth Avenue UMC, thank you for your unceasing prayers for Ms. Irina Johnson, daughter (in-law) of Ms. Barb Johnson. 
Ms. Irina had surgery on 16 September 2021. The procedure as of this date went well. We will continue our journey with 
her and her family as God see her through healing and restoration. Cards and notes (which are needed and welcomed) of 
healing, strength and comfort can be mailed C/O Ms. Barb Johnson, Ms. Irina Johnson, 190 Mayer Street, West Bend, WI 
53090 

• Mr. Ted Meilahn, return of his strength and courage as he continues to have medical concerns. I had a delightful pastoral 
visit with Mr. Ted. He expressed his sincerest appreciation for all the card and prayers that have been given and said on 
his behalf. He is truly humbled by your care and support. Cards and notes of care and prayer can be mailed to: 1085 Fondu 
du Lac Ave., Box 23, Kewaskum, WI 53040 

• Ms. Trisha Funke, daughter of Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel. Ms. Trisha has returned home and is discerning her return 
to her vocation as a teacher. Ms. Trishia is still awaiting further diagnosis. Cards of encouragement and prayers for 
continued healing and diagnosis can be sent to her parents: Mr. Ralph & Ms. Bonnie Hensel, 629 Highland View Drive, 
West Bend WI 53095 

• Mr. Roger Sacia, is requesting prayers for healing; Mrs. Nobi Sacia words of encouragement and prayers for healing.  Mr. 
Roger and Ms. Nobi have permanently relocated to Madison with their daughter. Their new address is: 1626 Jefferson 
Street, Madison WI 53711  

• Mr. William (Bill) & Mrs. Ginger Hornung would love to hear from you! Cards or notes of encouragement or “just thinking 
of you” can be mailed to: W194N16744 Eagle Dr. Room 3, Jackson, WI  53037 

• Mrs. Janice Liepert-Kempf, continued healing; alankempf33@gmail.com; 414B. South Pleasantview Road, Plymouth, WI 
53073; phone number: 920.838.1830.  

• Fifth Avenue UMC’s Laity, Accountable Leadership Board, Pastor & Bro. Martin – Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

• Bro. Bob Krell, continued prayer for healing; 804 Lenora Drive, West Bend, WI 53090 

• Ms. Nancy Whitson, healing and strength; 922 Hickory Street, West Bend, WI 53095 

• Mr. Phil Heimerl, son-in-law of Mike & Fay Lewis.  He was just diagnosed with ALS. 
 

 

"Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes well with your soul." 3 John 1:2 
 

 
Your humble Pastor & Servant Leaders,  

 

Pastor Clarissa & Bro. Martin 

mailto:alankempf33@gmail.com

